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July 20, 2000

Ms. Helen Edgington, Chair
Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board
C/O Lewis Unglesby
246 Napoleon Street
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802
RE:

Larry Bankston

Dear Ms. Edgington:
I am not an attorney. I know the value of lawyers as I have hired many of them during
my many years as head of the alcohol beverage industry in Louisiana.
In my experience, I have never retained Larry S. Bankston to represent me or my
industry. Such an occasion never presented itself.
My association with Larry Bankston dealt with his positions as a public official both on
the Baton Rouge Council and as a member of the Legislature.
My dealings with Larry Bankston were exemplarily and highly professional.
Not one
time did he suggest, insinuate or propose any action which would have been out of line
or questionable.
I see no advantage to me as a citizen or to my family or friends outside the legal
profession to have Larry Bankston disbarred from the practice of law.
He is under suspension by your committee at this time. Bankston has been wounded
and crippled. What good would the "coup de grace" of disbarment do for our community
and the future of law in Louisiana? Bankston has paid and continues to pay the price
for his involvement in government.

Ms. Helen Edgington
July 20, 2000
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I call upon your committee to hold Bankston's suspension, refrain from disbarment and
let the man and his family still have some dreams left.
Sincerely,

a~~
ge F. Brown
ecutive Director
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Neil H. Buckingham
7019 Moniteau Ct.
Baton Rouge, La.70809

July 20, 2000
Helen Edgington, Chair
Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board
CIO Lewis Unglesby
I
246 Napoleon Street
Baton Rouge, La. 70802
Re: Larry Bankston

Dear Madam Chairman,

I am writing this letter

In support of Larry Bankston in his upcoming hearing concerning his future status

as to his practice of law.
Ihave known Larry Bankston for some 35+ years both personally and professionally. Personally, he has
always been a person that was willing to help anyone and has often demonstrated a sincere concern for
others. His past work as a City Councilman and the many proj ects that he helped shepherd through the
city-parish process that benefited those in the community are but a small example of that ethic. The many
civic activities that he has been involved in over the past number of years are a telling example of someone
who cares about others and has the welfare of the community in mind.
Professionally, our company, Shell Oil Company, has used Larry in the past on legal matters. I can tell you
that the experience was both good and successful. We found that he conducted himself professionally at all
times and that the work done was at a high level. During his tenure as a State Senator, Ialso had the
pleasure to work with Larry on a number of measures in the legislature. Again, it was always at a high
professional and ethical level that aided in the process. He was always willing to assist in matters. despite
the many demands on his position as Chairman of Judiciary B Committee.
Iknow the past months have been very trying on both Larry and his family. Ithink everyone has his own
opinion as to the decision reached by the jury on such a small amount of evidence, and the penalty given
for such aeon viction. To continue to punish this person and deprive him of his livelihood following this
experience seems truly unfair and unjust. Ifeel that if you consider the past actions of Larry Bankston and
his work prior to this unfortunate event, you will find a person that should be given a favorable review of
this matter.
Thank you for your consideration,

IUI4 (lJ'. tr-i
Neil H. Buckingham·'
Attorney at Law
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VICTOR BUSSIE
PRESIDENT EMERITUS
LOUISIANA AFL-CIO
i
r515 LOURAY DRIVE
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70808

TELEPHONE: (504) 769-1165
FACSIMILE: (504) 769-2121
E-MAIL: bussie@eateLnet

July 18, 2000
Ms. Helen Edgington, Chair
Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board
% Lewis Unglesby
246 Napoleon Street
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802
Dear Ms. Edgington:
We have known Larry Bankston for over 20 years and have always believed that
not only is he an excellent attorney but that he is also an important asset to this
community and state. It is our understanding that on the 26th of this month he will be
appealing to the Disciplinary Board to determine his future status. We urge you to take
in to consideration his many years of dedication and service and the fact that he is such a
fine attorney.
Mr. Bankston performed many hours of pro bono legal work for a number of
voluntary organizations and also as-a state senator represented their interest in the
Louisiana State Senate as will as when he served on the East Baton Rouge Metro
Council. He was one of the founding board members and president of the Baton Rouge
Battered Women's Shelter and ;ith another board member signed for the mortgage in
order that they would have a permanent shelter. Mr. Bankston was the only male on the
EBR Commission on the Needs of Women and secured the funding for this needed
program. The women of this parish honored him for this and other efforts that he made
on their behalf.
The Mental Health Association of Baton Rouge also holds him in high regard
because of his legislative work on behalf of the mentally ill. He wrote and passed the
legislation which set up the Mental Health Advocacy program for this state. This
legislation insures that the mentally ill will have legal counsel and an ombudsmen to help
them through the legal maze of a judicial commitment. In addition to these endeavors
Mr. Bankston served on numerous other civic and charitable boards and commissions
and was always considered as an invaluable member. He was also the original author of
the TOPS program which has made it possible for thousands of Louisiana students to
further their education in a college or university.
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During Mr. Bankston's tenure in the Louisiana Senate he never failed to try to
help with legislation that affected people, whether it was health, civil and women's
rights, social welfare or funding for vital programs. He was well respected and liked
and lobbyist who worked in these fields knew that he could be counted on to do what
was best for people and their problems. Even after his conviction people who worked
with him at the Capitol wished that he were still serving there. It was felt by most
that he always conducted his legal and legislative activities with a high level of
competence and integrity. Larry Bankston is a man who can be trusted with the welfare
of the people he represents.
Again, we urge you to please take into consideration Mr. Bankston's many years
of professional, civic, charitable and governmental service and restore him to the legal
community as an attorney in good standing. We certainly need people of his caliber.
Thank you for your kind consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

~~

Fran Bussie

IW\~."

July 12, 2000

Ms. Helen Edgington, Chair
Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board
C/O Lewis Unglesby
246 Napoleon Street
Baton Rouge, LA 70802
Re: Larry S. Bankston
Dear Ms. Edgington:
I understand that the Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board will conduct a hearing on July 26,
2000 to determine the future status of Mr. Larry S. Bankston. It is my hope that the Board will
determine that Larry Bankston will be permitted to have his law license restored and that he will
be permitted to continue the excellence service that was evidenced before this current situation.
Perhaps it would be appropriate for me to briefly introduce myself to you and the Board before I
continue.
In January 1997 I retired as Chancellor of the LSU Agricultural Center after 13 years in that
office and 37 years as a faculty member and administrator at LSD. During that period oftime, I
interacted with many people and leaders over the entire state of Louisiana. This included farm,
community, civic, education, and government leaders in Louisiana. Although I came to Louisiana
from another state, this is my home and where I chose to retire. I am still active in volunteer
activities such as the Governor's Economic Development Council (LEDEC); chairman ofthe
Louisiana aquaculture task force which has just completed a year-long activity and now preparing
the publication for state-wide distribution; international agricultural programs; and others.
Therefore, I feel competent to address you on behalf of Larry. First of all, I have known him
since he was first elected as state senator. On many occasions I met with him to explain problems
in funding state-wide, public supported research of the Agricultural Center. He was
knowledgeable and helpful if the requests were reasonable and justified. I considered him as a key
senator for education and research. During those many years, I learned to know him as a man of
ability with a pleasing personality. I felt that I could depend on him for leadership. I knew that he
was well educated in law and legislation. There was certainly an absence of prior disciplinary
actions and Larry maintained an outstanding character and reputation in the legal community. He
was known for outstanding work in the community and state.
I have kept up with Larry during these last 31 monthsand have written to him once or twice. I
feel that he is remorseful for those actions which lead to the punishment confinement for which

he is now completing. I believe that Larry Bankston will again prove that he is worthy of trust
and that he will again be productive in society.
I am now a retired citizen of Louisiana. Speaking as a citizen, I hope that Larry will be permitted
to return to the practice oflaw. I am not aware that the actions for which he was punished
involved the practice oflaw. If the occasion arose where I needed legal assistance, I would
certainly have no problem in going to Larry Bankston as a client. I sincerely believe that restoring
his law license would be both good to him and Louisiana. Please call me at 2251293-9409 if you
have any questions about my comments.
Sincer~
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July 20, 2000
Helen Edgington, Chair
Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board
C/O Lewis Unglesby
\
246 Napoleon Street
Baton Rouge, LA 70802
RE: Larry Bankston
Ms. Edgington:
I have known Larry Bankston since 1970 when we entered L. S. U. In that 30-year period
Larry has always been a caring servant of the community. Larry was known as a bright student and
ultimately a very capable attorney who served his clients well.
Larry's conviction stemmed from legislative and political activities. To my knowledge he has
never been accused of any wrongdoing in his legal practice. Larry's actions did not involve a loss
sustained by a client that had hired him to serve as their advocate.
I know Larry to be a person of integrity. I can say that he has done many things that benefit
his community. He is an excellent family man. I know he has suffered and is remorseful for the
conduct that lead to his conviction.
Please give Larry favorable consideration in his petition to be reinstated to the practice oflaw.
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July 25, 2000

Chiropractic
Association of
Louisiana
3070 Teddy Drive
Suite A
Baton Rouge
Louisiana
70809
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Helen Edington, Chair
Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board
CIO Lewis Unglesby
246 Napoleon Street
Baton Rouge, LA 70802
Dear Ms. Edington:

(225) 924·5978
(fax) 925·3139

It is my understanding that on July 26, the Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board wilt conduct a

President

As the representative for the Chiropractic Association of Louisiana, I first met Mr. Bankston
when I approached him, in hisrole as Senator, to discuss a legislative issue of importance to members of the chiropractic profession. Never having met him before, 1 was impressed by the genuine
interest expressed in and immediate attention given to our concern. Time proved this first eiicounter was not an abberation, Over the years, 1 always found him respectful and attentive to our
concerns. In time, he became an advocate for the profession, and was honored for his efforts by
being named Legislator of the Year by this association. I consider it a pleasure to have worked
with him.

hearing to determine whether or not Larry Bankston will be allowed to return to the practice of
Jaw. I am writing to ask for the Board's favorable consideration in this matter.

Harrie Wolverton. D.C.
Vice President
Jim MONant. D.C.
Secretary· Treasurer
Bart Sellers. D.C.

Immediate Past President
Daie Rollelte. D.C.
Executive Director
Kathy ChittO(11

Board of Directors

As I contemplated writing thisletter, I kept asking myself-beyond sharing information about my
professional relationship with M(. Bankston, what could I offer in support of his request to be allowed ro return to the practice of law. I think it is as simple as the answer to this question: Given
what I know about Mr. Bankston, if! were in need ora lawyer. today, would 1 choose to be represented by him? My answer is, "yes".

Distri(l[ 1

Paul Johnston. D.C.
District Q
Patrick Clawson. D.C.
District 3
Dean Lindsay, D.C.
District 4
Keith Ousbedeaox,

D.C.

Disttict 5

David Barctyk, D.C.
District 6
Gary 9lacK, D.C.

District 7
leillensgrar, D.C.
District 8
George VanWormer. D.C.
District 9
Todd Arcement,

D.C.

Oisl,ricl10

Harold Karas, D.C.

Thank you for your consideration
Sincerely,

KJAAA~
Kath;'~~~m

ofthis request.
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July 19,2000

Helen Edgington, Chair
Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary BOird
CIO Lewis Unglesby
.
246 Napoleon Street
Baton Rouge, LA 70802
Dear Ms. Edgington:
It is my understanding that the Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board will determine the future
status of Larry Bankston in late July, 2000. I write to respectfully request that you grant him the
opportunity to support his family through continuation of the practice of law. There are
mitigating factors contributing to this request.
1.

Larry was a respected attorney. His clients never suffered from his lack of thoroughness
or unprofessional conduct. They were well represented.

2.

He made some very bad decisions for which he and his family have suffered greatly.
Those decisions, however, did not involve the practice of law.

3.

His sentence of 31 months has been painfully served.

It is not my intention to pass further judgement on Larry. The Courts have rendered that
judgement. It is my belief, however, that a person deserves a second chance to become a wageearning citizen to care for the welfare of his children and entitled family members.
I knew Larry as a colleague in government and he was an eloquent spokesperson for education.
Perhaps he can return to society and regain some sense of dignity and community support if
given the opportunity to practice the skill for which he was educated. Thank you.
Sincerely,

~~

Sally Claus~
President

Office of the Presldent
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July 21, 2000

Helen Edgington, Chair
Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board
c/o Lewis Unglesby
246 Napoleon Street
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802
Dear Ms. Edgington:
This letter is to voice our support for Mr. Larry S. Bankston in his quest to lift the suspension of
his law license.
We have known Larry many years as a State Senator, a lawyer, and in his personal life. He has
always treated us fairly, and honestly both as an elected public official, and in his practice oflaw.
Additionally, his record shows that he has often taken what little personal time he had to serve his
community both on the boards and as a member of many worthy community and charitable
causes.
Having worked closely with Larry for many years we, as many citizens, were quite surprised at
the outcome of his case. Whetherjustice was well served is not the subject of our letter. We
would respectfully suggest to you and your Board that based on Larry having served the sentence
rendered by the court, combined with the mitigating factors surrounding the case, as well as his
excellent professional and personal record as a Louisiana citizen, official, and lawyer, Mr.
Bankston is worthy of your most lenient and fair considerations in your final decision.
In advance, I wish to thank you for your time and deliberations concerning this request.

Re~~~
~.

~layt~resident

New Orleans-Baton Rouge
Steamship Pilots Association

70121

~~COMMERCE
~~TITLE
July 24, 2000

Attorneys:
Walter L. Comeaux

/f

John C. Hopewell, 11/
Michael

A. Grace. Jr.

Helen Edgington, Chair
Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board
C/O Lewis Unglesby
246 Napoleon Street

Baton Rouge, LA 70802
Dear Ms. Edgington:

Yvette M Bergeron
Shea E Landry
David

L. Strange.

Jr

It is my understanding that the Louisiana Disciplinary Board will soon conduct a hearing to
determine the future status of Larry S. Bankston's license to practice law. I feel that the insight I
have gained from many years of friendship with Larry cou Id be of some help to the board.
I have known Larry since 1968, our junior year of high school when we were both active in
high school civic organizations. Thereafter, we both attended undergraduate and law school
together. While living and practicing law in Baton Rouge since 1976, Larry and I have
maintained a close personal relationship. During the term of his incarceration, I was able to visit
him on several occasions. As this board is aware the depth of an individual's soul is usually
revealed in the early morning hours of studying for law school exams. However, I can now also
say the same as to anyone who has spent nearly 3 years in prison. I've seen Larry under all of
these circumstances.

205 I Sifverside Dr
Suite 760
Boron r?ouge LA 70808

225_769.8800
Fox 225. 769 6663

His political career is well known, but his contribution to our community and those in
necessitous circumstances, Larry was a founding member of the Baton Rouge Battered Women's
Shelter. Larry's commitment ;-nd hard work was outstanding and brought about the existence of a
well-known valuable organization. He sought no recognition and received none other than the
personal satisfaction that comes from helping others. Whether it was working as a board member
for the East Baton Rouge Parish Mental Health Association or the Baton Rouge Chapter of the
American Red Cross, Larry always sacrificed his time and efforts to contribute to these
organizations.
While serving as a city council member for East Baton Rouge Parish and later as a member of
the legislature, I personally called upon Larry for help to meet the needs of the mentally retarded.
Needed housing opportunities for the mentally disabled and funding for state agencies servicing
their needs were two of many worthy causes in which Larry took a personal interest. These
particular endeavors arc especially illuminating when one considers that tilt! mentally disabled are
basically politically impotent.
To my personal knowledge Larry was an excellent attorney who represented his clients well.
The problem that brings his license status before the board are not ones involving client
representation or competence.

r have no reservation in asking the Board to extend whatever consideration it may to Larry
and hope my comments may have been of some assistance.
Very Truly Yours,

/:

~A~
WALTERL. COMEyX-Boton

Rouge

Denham

Springs

1.800.807.9390

Laka

Prairieville
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Charles

Zachary

From the desk of

Carmen Daig Ie
1346 Chretien Point Road
Sunset, LA 70584
337-662-3669

July 11, 2000

\

Honorable Helen Edsington, Chair
Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board
cIa Lewis Unglesby
246 Napoleon Street
Baton Rouge, LA 70802
Dear Ms. Edgington:
I have known Larry Bankston since he began serving in the Louisiana
Legislature, and I am sending this letter to request that the suspension
license to practice law in Louisiana be lifted immediately.

of his

During all the years that I knew him, I never heard anyone question his ability
as an attorney or his dedication to the practice of law. It was his occupation,
his means of supporting his family, and he took it very seriously, even with all
the restraints placed upon him by service in the legislature. His conviction did
not involve the practice of law, nor did it involve loss of funds to his clients,
He has served his sentence. There can be no point in continuing to deprive
him of his livelihood by prohibiting him from returning to his practice. I ask that
you take all of this into consideration when making a judgment in his case.
inc

rely,

~

/;?r-

.t!M?thYi3rk&?~.'
~ arm en B. Daigle

DeCUIR & CLARK, L.L.P.
ATTORNEYS
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(225) 346-8716
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OF COUNSEL
MICHAEL R.D. ADAMS

July 24, 2000
Ms. Helen Edgington
Chair
Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board
c/o Louis. Unglesby
346 Napoleon 2trf~e~·.
Baton Rouge, LA 70802
RE:

Larry Bankston

Dear Ms. Edgington:
I am writing this letter to support Larry Bankston's readmission to the practice oflaw in
the State of Louisiana.
I have known Mr. Bankston both professionally and socially for more than twenty (20)
years. We started as young lawyers in Baton Rouge at about the same time and served on many
of the same committees. During that period and up to the time of his conviction I had continuous
contact with Mr. Bankston including professional contact. In each matter in which Mr. Bankston
and I were involved I found his conduct to be professional, above board and always attentive to
the best interest of his client. I have not known him to take any position which could be
professionally questionable, nor am I aware of any client complaints during the time of his
representation. As a matter of course his politics do not enter into or color his representation of
his client.
I urge the committee in considering Mr. Bankston's status to separate his politics from his
practice. If this is done, the committee will find that Mr. Bankston has' been a valuable member to
the community and the profession and that there are no a~tions with regard to his practice which
would require that his suspension from the practice of law should be continued.
Should you desire any additional information or any more specific I will more than happy
to provide it to the committee.
Yours truly,

WGD/swb
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July 18,2000

I

MS. HELEN EDGINGTON; Chair
Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board
C/O Lewis Unglesby
246 Napoleon Street
Baton Rouge, LA 70802
RE:

Larry Bankston

Dear Ms. Edgington:

I am writing on behalf of Larry Bankston whom Ihave known for almost 20 years. I have
had dealings with Larry both in his cap-acity as an attorney as well as a senator. He was always
forthright, honest, and conscientious. He was particularly responsive to constituent concerns
while serving in the Legislature.
In a number of cases where Larry represented individuals in civil matters, I worked closely
with him in my capacity as criminal defense counsel. He was always diligent and never suggested
any course of conduct that was anything other than legal and professional.
I hope you and the other persons charged with evaluating Larry's case will give him
another chance to practice our profession.
Thank you for your courtesy and attention.

jD/agb
e:\genofi\bankston.let
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Group
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July 23, 2000

Helen Edgington, Chair
Louisiana Attorney Discipline Board
CIO Lewis Unglesby
246 Napoleon Street
Baton Rouge, LA 70802
Re:

Larry S. Bankston - Hearing to determine future status oflaw license

Madame Chair and Members of the Board:
This letter is submitted in support of Larry S. Bankston and his efforts to be reinstated as a
member in good standing of the Louisiana Bar.
It is my understanding that the primary mission of the Board is to protect the public and
the Louisiana Bar as opposed to being punitive in its actions. Following are some of my thoughts
on why I feel Larry's license to practice law in Louisiana should be reinstated at the earliest
possible time.
1. Reputation in the Legal Community.
Over the years, Larry has represented me
and my business interests in numerous legal matters; because of this, and as a member of the
Louisiana bar myself since 1971, I feel qualified to comment on Larry's reputation as a practicing
attorney.
Based on my experience as a client of Larry's, I would have no hesitation in seeking his
legal counsel should the need arise. At all times, he has delivered top quality work as legal counsel
to me personally and my business interests. As an attorney, I would feel comfortable working
with Larry in any legal matter. He has always exhibited to me the highest ethical and professional
standards expected as a member of the Louisiana Bar.
Should anyone contact me for a professional reference, I would be pleased to recommend
him to any individual inquiring as to his qualifications and reputation as an attorney.
2. Personal StandardslMental and Emotional GrowthlDemonstrated Character.
Few of us are ever faced with the adversity, public humiliation and loss Larry has suffered over
the past five years. We all have our strengths and weaknesses - the question is not whether we
will make mistakes or be challenged, but rather how we will react when we find ourselves in such
extreme circumstances.
PO. Box 66157

_

Baton Rouge, LA 70896-6157
Telephone (225) 383-2167
E-mail address:
injo@mail.savant.ins.com

•
•
•

759 South Acadian Thruway •
(225) 383-2166
URL: bttp.r/iouno.sauant-ins.com

Facsimile

Baton Rouge, LA 70806

While I am not in a position to judge Larry on the crimes he was alleged to have
cortunitted and the charge upon which he was convicted, I am able to speak about how I saw him
react in the face of such difficult circumstances. Anger, denial and a hardened view toward society
and mankind is often the course of action taken by people who find themselves in Larry's'
position; I find Larry to be the exception to this course of conduct and outlook on life.
First, I have known Larry and his family for over 25 years. During our acquaintance and
friendship, we have enjoyed a wide range of relationships - from having children together in
school and extracurricular activities _I to social, professional, personal and political relationships.
Since his conviction, I have had substantial contact with both Larry and his family. He has
sought my advice and counsel, both of which I was happy to assist him with. I visited Larry
several times during his incarceration, saw him during most of his furloughs, talked by telephone
on numerous occasions and exchanged correspondence until his return to Baton Rouge.
Foremost in my mind is having witnessed his resolve to learn from his mistakes and make
himself a better man instead of dwelling on the negative. Throughout the ordeal, he has done his
best to be a good father to his children and to become a better person. Rather than seeking to
blame others for his fate, he appears to have learned much about humility and has grown in
spirituality.
I believe he is well qualified and deserving of being a member in good standing of the
Louisiana Bar. It is my hope that the Board will consider all of the mitigating circumstances of
this matter and recommend that Larry's license be reinstated.
Should you desire to inquire further about Larry and my observations about him, please
feel free to contact me at your convenience.
Sincerely,

Kenneth Addtses-Duncan-e->
Louisiana Bar Association Number: 5171

,.
~Entergy

Entergy Louisiana
446 North Boulevard
P.O. Box 2431
Baton Rouge. LA 70821
Tel 225381 5849
Andy Dreher
Vice President
Governmental Affairs

July 20, 2000
Ms. Helen Edgington, Chair
Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board
C/O Lewis Ung1esby
246 Napoleon Street
Baton Rouge, LA 70802
Dear Ms. Edgington,
I write on behalf of Larry S. Bankston's attempt to secure his license to practice law. I
have known Larry for over 12 years and have worked very close with him when he
served in the Louisiana Legislature. Larry always conducted himself in a very
professional manner. Whether you agreed or disagreed on a particular legislative issue
you always knew where he stood. He is a man of his word and never gave me any reason
to doubt his actions.
What impresses me the most about Larry Bankston is the relationship he has built with
his children. He has instilled wonderful traits in them such as a good work ethic and the
importance of attaining a good education. The last several years have been extremely
difficult for his children yet they have maintained a positive attitude through it all.
I feel a tragic loss would occur if Larry Bankston were disbarred. He has paid his debt to
society and should be given the opportunity to earn a living in his chosen field.
incerely,

{\

~~~M~

STEVEN R. DUKE
Attorney at Law
Notary Public
The LMHA Building
4847 Revere Avenue
Baton Rouge, LA 70808
(225) 925-9041
(225) 925-1208 fax

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 80029
Baton Rouge, LA
70898-0029

July 24, 2000
Helen Edgington, Chair
\
Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board
C/O Lewis Unglesby
246 Napoleon Street
RE: Hearing of Larry S. Bankston
July 26,2000
Dear Ms. Edgington:
I am writing to you as an attorney and lobbyist who has known Larry Bankston in
a professional capacity for many years. It is my understanding that Mr. Bankston's law
license suspension will be reviewed by your committee within the next few weeks.
While your committee is reviewing the facts surrounding Mr. Bankston's case, I
would like to raise a few points on his behalf While it is true Mr. Bankston did use poor
judgment regarding one legislative issue, he never, to my knowledge, did anything as an
attorney that reflected on his legalwork or his client's legal rights.
I believe the committee should place great weight upon Mr. Bankston's reputation
within the legal profession for being extremely fair and professional with his clients and
opposing counsel. Moreover, my personal experience with Mr. Bankston, in both legal
and legislative capacities, never once did he ask me for anything that was improper or
unprofessional. Furthermore, Mr. Bankston's case had nothing to do with the practice of
law and no client funds were involved in his actions.
As we have all made mistakes, I would ask the disciplinary committee to give Mr.
Bankston a chance to redeem himself within our profession and our community.
Your time and favorable consideration in this matter is most appreciated.
With kind personal regards, I am,

Steven R. Duke
Attorney at Law
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Ms. Helen Edgington
Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board
c/o Lewis Unglesby
246 Napoleon Street
Baton Rouge, LA 70802
Dear Sirs:
I am writing on behalf of Larry S. Bankston, who has a hearing before your Board on July 26,
2000. I have had the privilege of knowing of Mr. Bankston for many, many years, and have had the
pleasure of working with him in various situations over the last ten years.
Larry is an excellent attorney as well as a wonderful husband and father. He has worked
diligently throughout the years for the City of Baton Rouge and the State of Louisiana. He has an
outstanding reputation within the legal community and is well respected by those that know him.
Despite Mr. Bankston's recent conviction, I am sure the Board is aware of the many
mitigating factors involved in that case. Because Mr. Bankston is such an asset to the legal
community I would hope the Board would consider reinstatement of his license at the appropriate
time, and Iwelcome the opportunity to work with him again in the future.
Sincerely,

:a:~.P.

DAMPF, EDWARDS, THmAUT, MELANSON,

Arlene C. Edwards
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Denham Springs, Louisiana 70726
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July 18,2000

E·mall: fnYl1rdJaw@nol.com

Helen Edgington, Chair

Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board
CIO Lewis Unglesby
246 Napoleon. Street
Baton. Rouge, LA 70802

Re:

Larry Bankston

Dear Ms. Edgington:
I have known Larry Bankston for several years, He began his practice of law in 1976. Before
entering private practice he was a law clerk for Judge Frank Foil. While in private practice, he also served
as an assistant parish attorney for East Baton Rouge Parish. He was also general counsel for the Department
of Public Works for the Parish. Larry has been twice elected to the Louisiana House of Delegates for the
State Bar Association. He has maintained his private practice since 1977 and received a "BV" rating in
Martindale Hubbell from his fellow attorneys.
His public service includes two tenus to the East Baton Rouge Metro Council and two terms to the
Louisiana State Senate. Larry served as chairman of Judiciary "B" committee and was selected outstanding
freshman legislator by the Times Picayune and Oris Oris.
Over th,e past twenty years Laay has been involved. in numerous actlvities: founding board member
and president of the Baton Rouge Battered Woman's Shelter; board member, BBR Mental Health
Association; board member, BR Chapter of the American Red Cross; board member, EBR Commission on,
the Needs of Women, etc.
.
My personal experience with Mr. Bankston both professionally and socially has led me to the
opinion that he is a very conscience lawyer and a person. with high moral character. I sincerely believe that
Mr. Bankston should be readmitted to the practice oflaw and will be a credit to the profession.
Very truly yours,

U f.,l~_1\
Calvin C.

CCFjr:jaf
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