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July 20, 2000

Helen Edgington, Chair
Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board
C/O Lewis Unglesby
246 Napoleon Street
Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Re: Larry S. Bank~ton

Dear Ms. Edgington,

I am writing to the Disciplinary Board to express my view
that Larry S. Bankston should be allowed to return to the
practice of law.

I first met Larry shortly after my admission to the practice
in 1982. I always found Larry to be a most competent and able
practitioner. On numerous occasions I have referred legal
matters to Larry which I found to be outside the area of my
practice and expertise. On one such occasion, I had counsel for
a Fortune 500 company call and express his thanks for the
referral and was told that Larry had handled a very complex
problem for the company in an expedient and professional manner.
When Larry is allowed to practice law again I will not hesitate
to refer legal matters to him.

I personally believe Larry and his family have suffered
enough. I strongly urge the Board to take into consideration the
fact that Larry has been a capable attorney and public servant
and should be allowed to return to the practice of law.

Should you or any Board member have any questions, please do
not hesitate to contact me.

I'
I

I With kindest regards, I am

PTGirb

Telephone (225) 387-4373 * Telecopier (225) 387·6961
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Re: Larry S. Bankston Hearing, July 26,2000

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Board:

I ask your consideration and recommendation of suspension to our Supreme Court with
regard to Larry S. Bankston based upon the facts of his case and the other mitigating factors
discussed herein. My comments are based upon a life long relationship with Larry Bankston
both personal and professional.

,.
i

I have been an active member of our State Bar Association for over thirty-six (36) years.
In 1987, I chose to curtail my practice in international business transactions and governmental
relations. Since then I have moved to restrict the services I offer to the public to the areas of
Mediation and Arbitration of Disputes. Presently, I am Professor and Principal-in-Residence at
Louisiana University (Baton Rouge) and holder of the Contractors Educational Trust Fund
Endowed Chair within the College of Engineering, Department of Construction Management. I
teach Construction Law, Contract Administration and Ethics in addition to professional services
as mediator/arbitrator, I am called upon to present "outside" lectures on Business ethics
regionally and nationally. I also am an ordained Christian minister involved in counseling.

Based upon this background and my extensive historical relationships with Larry,
including fifteen (15) years of professional partnership and six (6) years having Larry Bankston
as my and my families attorney, I would hope that the Board would recommend a suspension
for a period of time considering all factors for the following reasons.

5527 Congress Blvd.
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70808
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It is clear when reviewing the most recent cases of the Board and rulings of the Court .
that felony convictions "per se'' are not the grounds for disbarment of an attorney. (The
Louisiana Disciplinary Review Vol 2, No. I). In these and previous cases, the Board and the
Court have looked at other circumstances relating to the party and rightly so. These
circumstances may include:

I
-absence of prior disciplinary record
-outstanding character or reputation in the law community
-no loss of funds by a client
-actions that did not involve the practice of law
-community services
-imposition of other penalties (in this case 41 month sentence)
-remorse of the party

Reviewing the facts of Larry's conviction which the Board should have before it will
reassure the Board and the Court that those facts are reflective and support reasons for
mitigation that clearly avoid disbarment.

Prior Disciplinary Record:- Larry has absolutely no prior disciplinary actions by the
Board or the Court since he began practice in 1976.

Outstandine character or reputation in the Law Community: Throughout his earlier
years as Clerk to Judge Frank Foil, assistant East Baton Rouge Parish Attorney and general
counsel to the Department of Public Works for East Baton Rouge Parish, Larry gained the
respect of his professional peers and his clients and the community at large. This reputation is
proven by the fact that Larry was elected twice to the Louisiana House of Delegates of our State
Bar Association. His rating with Martindale and Hubbell from his fellow attorney's was a "BV".
Prior to his conviction, the general public twice voted him their City Councilman in East Baton
Rouge (4 years terms) and subsequently twice elected him their State Senator (4 year terms).

No Loss Of Funds By Clients: As you can see from the facts of the case, Larry's
conviction had nothing to do with the provision of specific legal services to a client nor affecting
his attorney-client fiduciary relationships. The matter was one relating to his role as a public
official and even then, the issue was not involving in anyway the public funds of the State of
Louisiana or other public enitities.

5527 Congress Blvd.
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70808
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Actions Did Not Involve the Practice of Law: Again, the facts surrounding the
conviction do not relate to any actions or involvement with the practice of the Law or the
providing of legal services to the public or clients. There was not a client representation nor a
confidentiality nor similar legal action(s) issues involved in the conviction.

Community Work: Priorjto his forty-one month (41) sentence, Larry was the founding
board member and president of the Baton Rouge Battered Woman's Shelter. Additionally, Larry
was active as I can recall in many other civic and charitable organizations, such as East Baton
Rouge Mental Health Association, Baton Rouge Chapter of the American Red Cross, and the
East Baton Rouge Commission on the Needs of Women. His active support included serving as
board member on each of those mentioned.

Imposition Of Other Penalties: As mentioned above Larry was sentenced to forty-one
(41) months of federal incarceration. Considering that the jury deliberated over two weeks in
the matter, the penalty to me seemed to be somewhat harsh for the conviction. Had the situation
been as clear cut as some cases, then the time would have seemed more appropriate. In any
event, the sentence and the payment of the debt under the law to society was mandated. To add
an additional penalty such as disbarment seems to be totally inequitable under the
circumstances. Our system is supposed to remove those convicted from society, assist in
rehabilitation during incarceration and return them into society to be productive members. The
lessons that Larry has learned from this experience are forever a part of his make up. His time in
incarceration gave him the opportunity to understand the extent that human arrogance can effect
a life of commitment. I know this for a fact as I visited him often. I would suggest that this is a
lesson we attorneys should be required to master before being admitted to the bar. It would
make us all better lawyers. In Larry's case, it has perfected him. It would be a shame to have
our profession lose one who is and can continue to be an objective lesson to others. I am sure
that Larry could survive and provide a living for his family without the law. But that is what he
was trained to do; that is what he loves to do, and that is why his peers and clients had
confidence in him. Forty-one (41) months is enough penalty for the crime and completed
rehabilitation. Now it is time to return Larry into the community in his most productive role, not
for his benefit alone but for all of us in society.

5527 Congress Blvd.
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70808
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Thank you for your consideration of this request and I pray you will see clearly that
suspension under the circumstances lis an acceptable, reasonable, preferable alternative to
disbarment. Should you need any other information, I am at your service. Your job is a hard
one, however, I am thankful for your service to our profession.

5527 Congress Blvd.
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70808
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July 7, 2000

Helen Edgington, Esquire
Chair
Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board
246 Napoleon Street
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802

RE: Application of Larry S. Bankston

Dear Ms. Edgington:

I am writing on behalf of Larry S. Bankston, whose license to practice law is currently suspended. I understand
that the Board will conduct a hearing on July 26 to determine Mr. Bankston's future status as an attorney. I
would like to say a few words on behalf of Mr. Bankston.

I have known Larry for about 20 years. I have known him as an attorney, a friend, and a state senator. As I am
sure a lot of Larry's friends were, I was shocked and saddened by his conviction.

On the other hand, I know that Larry has an excellent record as an attorney with no prior disciplinary
involvement. His character and reputation was certainly very high and he was well regarded by his peers in the
practice of the law. His involvement in community activities is well known and was quite extensive. I guess I
could go on and on and recite examples of mitigating factors which this Board has considered when determining
appropriate disciplinary for attorneys. I will not belabor you with that.

Simply put, I believe that Larry has paid a great price for his wrong doing. I believe that he is sincerely contrite.
I believe that the time which he was incarcerated is a severe enough penalty and that he should be given the
opportunity to resume the profession which I believe he loves so dearly. Please consider this when you act to
determine the fate of Larry Bankston.

I thank you for taking the time to read and consider this letter. I will close by saying that there are a few jobs
in the world which I am glad I do not have. Certainly sitting on the Attorney Disciplinary Board is one of them
because there are many cases which are not easy to decide. Thank you for serving in such a difficult job but one
that is absolutely necessary for our clients and our profession.

j}~
David A. Harriiltori

DAH:cmb

c: Larry S. Bankston
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July 14, 2000

Helen Edgington, Chair
Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board
c/o Lewis Unglesby
246 Napolean Street
Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Dear Ms. Edgington,

I am writing to express my whole hearted belief that Mr. Larry Bankston should be able to
return to the practice of law.

Over the past 31 months, Mr. Bankston has paid his debt to society and should be allowed
back into his profession as he returns to the community which he has spent a lifetime
serving. That service to the community for which Mr. Bankston and his family have been
know for generations, has been seen through his work with numerous organizations
benefiting abused women and the mentally ill, to name a few.

Throughout all of his work fot the community through public service, Mr. Bankston's law
practice has also always maintained an exemplary reputation. Once again I ask that you
please consider these facts and allow this fine attorney to again practice law.

Thank you for your time and for all that you do for Louisiana.



E.L. HENRY
A TTORNEY AT LA W

945 E. HARTS MILL LANE
BATON ROUGE, LA 70808

Helen Edgington, Chair
Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board
c/o Lewis Unglesby
246 Napoleon Street
Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Re: Larry S. Bankston Disciplinary Hearing

I Dear Ms. Edgington,

I write to request that every possible consideration be given for disciplinary action
other than the disbarment of Larry S. Bankston from the practice of law. It seems to me
less drastic action could and should be taken.

I am well acquainted with Mr. Bankston and know of my own personal knowledge of
his personal and political careers. He was regarded as an excellent, competent lawyer in
this community. I am not aware of any disciplinary action involving him prior to this
unfortunate event.

I followed his political career carefully during his service on the East Baton Rouge
Parish Metro Council where he served with distinction. When he ran for the State Senate
the first time I did not support him. I had previously committed to another candidate. After
he was elected, however, I found him to be an exceptionally bright, engaging, progressive
and outstanding State Senator and I became a strong advocate of Mr. Bankston.
Because of the nature of my own law practice I had many opportunities to work with Mr.
Bankston. I can say without reservation he was always honest, sincere and
knowledgeable.

His misfortune did not involve his legal practice. Whatever he might have done, he
has paid a high price with the forfeiture of his political office and his professional career. In
my opinion some consideration ought to be given in any question of disbarment.

Thanking you for your consideration and with best wishes I am,

Very truly yours,

L.-tt~
ELH/am
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Ms. Helen Edgington, Chair \
Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board
C/O Lewis Unglesby
246 Napoleon Street
Baton Rouge, LA 70802

MAlLING ADDRESS
P.O Box 65122

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70896

In re: Larry S. Bankston
2526 Gate Circle #26
Baton Rouge, LA 70809

Dear Ms. Edgington:

I understand a hearing is scheduled on Larry S. Bankston's law license for
the 26th of July, which will determine whether or not he will be able to work as an
attorney, and practice law before the courts of Louisiana.

Naturally, I want to support Larry's right to practice law for three reasons:
(1) Larry is a personal friend of long standing, as I have known his family since
1944 and Larry since birth; (2) I have great respect for Larry and his ability as a
lawyer, and as well as for his many contributions to the community as a private
citizen; and (3) I do not believe any of the charges against him were based on his
conduct or actions as a lawyer.

His parents, the late Ruth, and Jesse, Bankston have been personal friends
since 1944. I have known this family well and personally during these years. The
Bankston family has always been an outstanding family in every aspect of their
life. Larry is of honest and caring parents; he is of the same character, and he is
trustworthy.

Larry's service in the legislature combined with his father's service to the
State of Louisiana, its Department of Hospitals, and his election to the State Board



of Education, contributed substantially to the betterment of the life of the average
Louisianian. Jesse Bankston was also Chairman of the democratic party when I
was General Counsel. We worked closely together and Larry assisted in every
way he could. Larry was also elected to the Democratic Executive Committee for
East Baton Rouge Parish, serving as its chairman for many years.

As I understand it, all of the charges made against Larry had to do with his
public position as a State Senator and not as a practicing attorney.

The purpose of my letten is to strongly recommend to the Disciplinary Board
that Larry Bankston be restored his license to practice law, and the opportunity to
build, in the practice of his profession, a future for himself and his family. I
believe he has served his obligation to society for any wrongs he may have
committed, and that he should not be further penalized by depriving him of the
right to earn a living by engaging in the profession in which he has been trained.

Thanking you, Iam

Sincerely yours,

T eo e (T. d) L. J0 es

P.S. Just a note from the State's history: L~ ankston's father, Jesse, was the
head of State Hospital Board, and was fired by Governor Earl K. Long (in 1959) in
order that Governor Long could gain release from the State Mental Institution at
Mandeville.



Terri L. Lambert, L.M.T.
Terri Lyn Center of Massage Therapies
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July 11, 2000

Helen Edgington, Chair
Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board
CIO Lewis Unglesby, Esq.
246 Napoleon Street
Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Re: Date of Hearing: July 26, 2000

Dear Ms. Edgington:

I write to this Board today because I understand that a hearing will be had on July 26,
2000 to determine the future licensure status of Larry S. Bankston, a friend and former employer,
and I am concerned of the outcome.

I came to meet Larry Bankston about six years ago, when I accepted a legal assistant
position at a large law firm in Baton Rouge. Larry was considered the "busiest" in the firm,
juggling careers as Senator and partner in the law firm; however, he always found time to discuss
and help me with any personal problems I may have encountered. Larry Bankston is a real
"people person." Larry's civic activities, which show his concern for human welfare, include,
but are not limited to the Battered Women's Shelter, EBR Commission on the Needs of Women,
American Red Cross, and countless others ..

Even during his stay in federal prison in Beaumont, Texas, Larry's legal expertise helped
many of his fellow inmates. Even though his compensation in prison could have only been
$1.00, or maybe a pint of Blue Bell ice cream, Larry mostly declined payment. His passion for
the law and helping others was obvious, despite any payment for his services.

It is my understanding that Larry's conviction did not involve the practice oflaw, nor was
there loss of funds by his clients. Larry has no prior disciplinary record that I am aware of, and
has shown outstanding character and reputation in the law community.

Considering Larry Bankston's value as an attorney, his passion for the law and that of
helping others, I plead that this Board allow Larry Bankston to resume practicing law in due
course, for the best interest of this community.

Should you have questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,cl~lf:U
Cc: Larry S. Bankston



LAW OFFICES

LEBLANC, MAPLES & WADDELL, LLC
ArrORNEYS AT LAW

ESSEN CENTRE, SUITE 420
5353 ESSEN LANE

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70809
TEL. (225) 768-7222 FAX: (225) 768-7999

E-MAlL: attomeys@lrnwlaw.com
WEBSITE: www.lrnwlaw.com

JULES B. LEBLANC, III
F. GERALD MAPLES (LA, MS, AL & FL)
CAMERON R. WADDELL (LA & SC)
J. BURTON LEBLANC, IV (LA & TX)
JODY E. ANDERMAN (LA & TX)
BRIAN F. BLACKWELL
CHARLES S. LAMBERT, JR. (LA, TX & MS)
w. PAUL WILKINS
SANDRA A. JELKS
GEORGE R. MURPHY (LA & TX)
~AWN SMITH RODRIGUE
STEVEN M. JUPITER

BANK ONE CENTER, SUITE 3204
20\ ST. CHARLES A VENUE
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 7017~3204
(504) 523·9900 FAX: (504) 522-9300

8508 LINE A VENUE, SUITE A
SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA 71106
(318) 86\-9009 FAX: (3\8) 861·9079

1910 STUBBS AVENUE
MONROE, LOUISIANA 71201
(318) 387-7996 FAX: (318) 387·7890

OF COUNSEL

J. BURTON LEBLANC

July 13, 2000
Helen Edgington, Chair
Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board
CIO Lewis Unglesby
246 Napoleon Street
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802

Dear Ms. Edgington,

I am writing on behalf of Larry S. Bankston. It is my understanding that the Louisiana Attorney
Disciplinary Board will conduct a hearing on July 26,2000 to determine Larry's ability to
practice law in the State of Louisiana. It is also my understanding that his law license is presently
under suspension.

Ihave known Larry for my entire adult life. He is a hard working, honorable attorney and a
devoted husband and father. His conviction had nothing to do with his legal practice. In fact,
Larry has been twice elected to the Louisiana House of Delegates for the State Bar Association.
He served two terms on the East Baton Rouge Parish Metro Council and two terms in the
Louisiana State Senate. Larry served as Chairman of the Judiciary "B" committee and selected
outstanding freshman legislator by the Times Picayune.

However, more importantly has been Larry's involvement in numerous civic activities including
the Baton Rouge Battered Woman's Shelter, the East Baton Rouge Parish Mental Health
Association, the Baton Rouge Chapter of the American Red Cross, the East Baton Rouge
Commission on the Needs of Women and many other civic and charitable boards and
commissions.

Larry has no prior criminal record nor does he have, to my knowledge, any prior disciplinary
record with the Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board.

Larry received a forty-one month sentence and has "served his time". He has paid back his debt
to society.



I think the choice that the Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board has is whether or not to give a
person who has worked very hard to become an outstanding attorney a chance to redeem himself
and to help others. He will be in a much better position to assist others because Larry has been
humbled by this entire set of events and is very remorseful about what happened in his criminal
case.

Jesus Christ said that "We have all sinned and have fallen short of the Glory of God". When the
adulteress was being stoned to death in the Bible, Jesus said "He who is without sin let him cast
the first stone." Not one person picked up a stone. Jesus said "Go and sin no more." Even at
Jesus' death he forgave the criminal who was being crucified with him for acknowledging that
Jesus was the Son of God. My Lord and Savior was a man of mercy who came to earth and died
on Calvary's cross so that "our sins would be washed away as far as the east is from the west"
and that "we would be cleansed whiter than snow".

There is a fundamental question in Larry's case. Do you allow an attorney, that was convicted
for activities outside of his legal practice and who has paid a very stiff penalty for his criminal
activities that led to his conviction, a chance to help others or do you impose a sentence whereby
not only would it make it very difficult for him to earn a meaningful living but it would make it
impossible for him to help those who need his help the most.

As I have stated previously, this is a man that I have known my entire adult life and what Larry
needs at this time is encouragement and hope and redemption from his brethren in the Bar.

Yours very truly,

JBL,IIIIrka

cc: Larry Bankston
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July 24, 2000

I
. I

Ms. Helen Edgington
Chair
Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board
c/o Louis Unglesby .
346 Napoleon Ctree;
Baton Rouge, LA 70802

RE: Larry Bankston

1_ I Dear Ms. Edgington:

I am writing this letter to support Larry Bankston's readmission to the practice oflaw in
the State of Louisiana.

I have known Mr. Bankston both professionally and socially for more than twenty (20)
years. We started as young lawyers in Baton Rouge at about the same time and served on many
of the same committees. During that period and up to the time of his conviction I had continuous
contact with Mr. Bankston including professional contact. In each matter in which Mr. Bankston
and I were involved I found his conduct to be professional, above board and always attentive to
the best interest of his client. I have not known him to take any position which could be
professionally questionable, nor am I aware of any client complaints during the time of his
representation. As a matter of course his politics do not enter into or color his representation of
his client.

I urge the committee in considering Mr. Bankston's status to separate his politics from his
practice. If this is done, the committee will find that Mr. Bankston has been a valuable member to
the community and the profession and that there are no actions with regard to his practice which
would require that his suspension from the practice of law should be continued.

Should you desire any additional information or any more specific I will more than happy
to provide it to the committee.

, Yours truly,

WGD/swb



:M. L. "Bud' tMapes & .:Associates
P. O. Box 44352 - Capitol Station

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804
Telephone 225-383-0618 Facsimile 225-344-8624

budmapes@sprynet.com

July 21,2000

Helen Edginton, Chair
Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board
C/o Lewis Uglesby .
246 Napoleon Street
Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Dear Ms. Edginton:

This letter is on behalf of Larry S. Bankston. I am not a lawyer and don't know the
process by which the July 26, 2000 hearing for Larry will be conducted.

I do know Larry. And, have known him since the mid 1970's. He is straightforward and
respectful. He has helped a lot of people and won the respect of those in city and state
government. You may rest assured that he has friends in the Louisiana Senate and House of
Representatives. Lobbyists and state employees respect him.

Forty-five years as a lobbyist in Louisiana, six other states and Washington, D.C. teaches
a person to be a right good judge of character. Larry is of high character ..

Larry and I had one brief talk, since he has been home. It is obvious that he is sorry
about his entire affair and just wants to get on with his life.

While he was in prison, he and I agreed that we looked forward to the time that we can
work together in helping people again. That's his attitude today.

Please call me if you have questions. I will be happy to testify in Larry's behalf before
the Disciplinary Board on July 26, if that is in order.

Again, I don't know the process. However, I can sure answer any questions about Larry
Bankston.

Very best personal regards,

M.L. "Bud" Mapes
President



ELLI,S C. MAGEE
11005 E. Vieux Drive

Baton Rouge, LA 70815

Helen Edgington, Chair
Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board
C/O Lewis Unglesby
246 Napoleon St.
Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Re: Larry S. Bankston

Dear Ms. Edgington:

The purpose of this letter is to urge you and the members of the board to take such
action as will make it possible for Larry Bankston to resume his practice of the law at
some time in the not-too-distant future.

A jury found him guilty of wrongdoing. And I submit that the penalty already
imposed is more than commensurate with the offense committed without the added
penalty that would be imposed if he were to be deprived of his ability to pursue his
chosen profession.

I readily concede that your primary responsibility is to protect the public - not to
insure that lawyers are fairly treated when they run afoul of the law ..

But I believe that the public is protected when an attorney is both competent and
trustworthy. And I firmly believe that Mr. Bankston meets both of those tests.

He has no prior disciplinary record. His offense did not involve the practice of
law. No client was injured. No public funds were lost.

I ask you to consider his solid record of achievement as a public official and his
past involvement as a leader in civic activities. As a former First Assistant Attorney
General (with fifteen years experience in the State Capitol), I supervised many lawyers
and had numerous contacts with other attorneys and public officials. Mr. Bankston's
performance as a public official was consistently impressive. I was also able to see
Larry's work as a Special Assistant Attorney General.

He took the time and made the effort to fully understand complex issues. And he
"went the second mile" in responding to requests from constituents. Let me put it another
way: I saw a lot of superficiality on the part of public officials; Mr. Bankston's approach
was altogether different.



Helen Edgington, Chair
July 20, 2000
Page 2

Thank you for your consideration of my comments.

Sincerely,

fJJJ!}j(~
EllIs C. Magee



ARTHUR E. McENANY
3624 BRANDON LYNNDRIVE

BATON ROUGE LA 70820 - 4228
mcenanya@legis.stateJa.us

13 July 2000

Helen Edgington, Chair
Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board \
C/O Lewis Unglesby .
246 Napoleon Street
Baton Rouge, LA70802

Dear Mrs. Edgington:

I am writing on behalf of Larry Bankston and in support of his effort to maintain his law license. There
are a number of substantial mitigating factors in Larry's case which warrant suspension over disbarment. As you
are aware, Larry had practiced law for almost twenty years without any prior disciplinary record. There was never
any loss of funds sustained by his clients du-ring this time. Furthermore, Larry had then, and still does now, an
outstanding reputation among his colleagues in the law community. He has served his sentence accordingly and
is very remorseful for his actions and takes full and complete responsibility for them. I would suggest to you that
a brief suspension, perhaps tied into the time already served would be most appropriate in this case.

Additionally, Larry needs the opportunity to return to the discipline that he has been trained for and has
practiced for so many years. He needs the chance and the opportunity to provide for his family. He needs the
chance and the opportunity to return to normalcy.

The last three or so years have placed a tremendous strain upon the Bankston household. Things have been
rendered asunder and now is the time, and the opportunity is here, to see those things settled accordingly.

I sincerely hope that you will strongly consider these substantial mitigating facts as you deal with Larryls
case.

~~0U--0
Arthur E. McEnrny ~--;~---~



John 1. Me Gurr
!'PC Beaumont

'P.O. Box 26010
Beaumont, Tx 77720-6010

June 11,2000

Mr. Lewis Unglesby
Attorney at Law
246 Napoleon Sf..
Baton Rouge. Louisiana 70802

Dear Mr. Unglesby,

I am taking the liberty to write to you directly concerning Larry Bankston. It is my understanding that La...'T}'is

-attempting to regain his law license in Louisiana. It is my belief that his activities 'while at FPC Beaumont would be of

interest to the Bar Committee. I would request that you pass this information onto the appropriate individuals.

Like Larry, I am a inmate in the federal prison camp in Beaumont, Texas since March 1998. In the past 27

months I have watched, admiringly, Mr. Bankston go about the process of serving, both his term and his fellow inmates .
•

Though officially the law librarian Larry represents hundreds of un and under-represented inmates as their sale access to

. informed legal support.

As all others who seek him out are aware he makes no claim to status as a practicing attorney. He makes it.
abundantly clear to all that his current status only permits him to assist in researching, within our limited prison library,

and other activities that do not require a law license. In this wilderness he serves as a guide to avoid traps and pitfalls

facing our bewildered fellow inmates.

His "client list" in the context described above, over the past 31 months probably rivals the numbers of many

small firms. The most important aspect of his practice is his ready availability to those in need of his support. OUf camp is

physically small, totally open, with no privacy. Consequently Larry is highly visible and always available. It is not

uncommon for people to seek help during dinner and recreation hours, as well as in regular "office" hours. They even

come into the personal living quarters at any time. I know since I'm his next door neighbor. Amazingly I'm more

perturbed by these personal intrusions than he appears to be. During our association over the past two years I would

guess that his "pro bono" commitment is well in excess of 3000 hours. I cannot began to calculate the dollar value of his

contribution to inmate well being. Prison is a place that operates on some very strict social rules that include

compensation for nearly every aspect of prison life. As you can imagine legal assistance commands the highest of all

compensation. Over these past many months Limy has refused to take anything of value for his many hours of work.

This is certainly out of character for the vast majority of inmates. Knowing that Larry will not charge anyone, the demand



for his services has skyrocketed.

Equally important is his ability to build inmate confidence in the process of the law and the value of the

lawyer, We have scores of inmates who believe themselves the victims of the judicial process despite the payment of

large legal bills in the tens or even hundreds of thousands of dollars. They were poorly represented by attorneys who

were indifferent, incompetent or simply greedy. This becomes part of Larry's task -- overcome the antagonismof inmates

to the process which they feel either cheated them of their freedom or unfairly prolonged their prison sentence.

Larry's "practice" is diverse, dealing with inmate issues which, outside are more properly the province of the

banker, minister, or a host of civil servants. Ir here, at least initially, car repossessions, child support orders, creditor

issues, minor legal issues, unrelated to the crime for which the inmate is doing time, are brought to LatTY for counsel and

assistance.

Regrettably, and unlike John Grisham's Brethem there is no easy reconciliation of inmate to inmate or inmate

to staff issues. These must all be resolved by a lengthy administrative system. It is here that Larry is called on for a major

contribution. This process is a paperwork blizzard and, while appearing as mostly minor gripes, it's a never ending source

of frustration which must be dealt with constantly. Unfortunately the accused, in most cases BOP staff, usually are

assigned to examine complaints against themselves. The results are, for the most part, unsatisfactory to the inmate

claimants, resulting in an elevation of complaint and another round of staff review of itself w-ith, normally the same

effect. While Larry attempts to separate the simply foolish from legitimate complaint, the process consumes many hours

of time. The main element he supports, both in complexity and importance, is providing assistance to all who need it in

processing appeals. He has successfully assisted inmates in various writs to district and the various court of appeal.

While I only met him in this camp, I sense that this Larry Bankston is a totally renewed person. Physically he

has re-invented himself with a dedication and sacrifice that few make, either in or out of prison. The physical changes

complement the inner person. He is, I think, at peace with himself and has accepted his situation. It is one thing to rise

above your environment but still another to raise the condition of the environment for others. LalTY Bankston has done

that and a host of his fellow inmates, past and present, will attest to that fact. Larry speaks of his work as a legislator ,U1~1
his desire to improve conditions for accused and imprisoned. That interest remains, I think, uppermost in his mind. He is

committed to dedicating pro bono time to these causes upon release and restoration of his license to practice. During

Larry's confinement he continued to stay current by receiving advance sheets ?J1d seminar material. The sooner the state

of Louisiana empowers Larry to return to that arena the better it will be for those who truly need caring and

knowledgeable counsel. I strongly urge you to consider an immediate restoration of Mr. Bankston's license to practice.

I· f.',~,.
.,
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Helen Edgington, Chair
Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board
C/O Lewis Unglesby
246 Napoleon Street
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70202

I

Re: Larry S. Bankston

Dear Ms. Edgington:

I have been informed that Larry Bankston has applied to
have his license to practice law reinstated.

I have known Larry for many years. As an attorney and
lobbyist for different clients, I worked with him professionally
and personally.

He was an outstanding legislator, known and respected for
his intelligence, integrity and fairness.

I sincerely hope his request to be reinstated be granted.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to.contact me.
Thanking you for your consideration, I am

EGM,JR:bd


