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SIXTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT IN AND FOR THE 

   PARISH OF ST. MARTIN, STATE OF LOUISIANA

DIVISION "C"

********************************************** 

BILLY BROUSSARD

VERSUS DOCKET NO. 92077 

MENDY GIROUARD AND

MELISSA DUBROC  

********************************************

The above-captioned case came up for 

hearing at the St. Martin Parish Courthouse, 

St. Martinville, Louisiana, before the 

Honorable Judge Vincent J. Borne, Judge of 

the above-styled court, on April 3, 2023.

APPEARANCES:

REPRESENTING THE DEFENDANT:

     ERIC HAIK 

* HON. VINCENT J. BORNE, JUDGE PRESIDING *  

* REPORTED BY:  MONA LANDRY, CCR *
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THE COURT:

You want to sound the hall for 

Billy Broussard?  You want to take 

that up?  Are you ready to address 

it?

MR. HAIK:  

I can address it.

THE COURT:

Can we sound the hall for Billy 

Broussard?  I think Comeaux has 

court in No. 1.  They're going to 

sound the hall.  We assume he's not 

present.  He's not in court in this 

particular courtroom.

So is the bailiff back?  

THE REPORTER:  

No. 

THE COURT:

We'll take this up as soon as he 

gets back to verify he's not in the 

other courtroom.  Is Mr. Broussard 

in the other courtroom?  

THE BAILIFF:

No.  

THE COURT:

Mr. Broussard is not present in 

the other courtroom?  Mr. Bailiff, 

is Mr. Broussard -- 

THE BAILIFF:

No, sir. 

THE COURT:

All right.  We're here in 
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Billy Broussard versus 

Mendy Girouard and Melissa Dubroc.  

Can we have appearances for the 

record?  

MR. HAIK:  

Yes, Your Honor.  Eric Haik on 

behalf of the defendants, Mendy 

Girouard and Melissa Dubroc.  

THE COURT:

They're present.  

This matter comes before the 

Court, we were last in court on a 

motion of exception no cause of 

action and no right of action, I 

believe.

MR. HAIK:

Yes, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:

I granted the exception, gave 

leave to amend to Mr. Broussard who 

was representing himself.  I think 

we had dates of today to resolve 

those issues.  There was a motion to 

compel.  I think in the interim, 

Mr. Broussard filed a motion to 

recuse the Court.  That was heard by 

Judge Lanier.

MR. HAID:  

Yes.

THE COURT:

It was denied.  I think 

subsequent to the last hearing, I 
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think Mr. Haik filed a motion or 

opposed judgment addressing the 

issues that were resolved of the 

ruling of the Court at that hearing 

and the Court took the position I 

didn't sign that based upon the fact 

the question of whether I'd be 

handling the case was raised by the 

motion of recusal.  So until that 

was resolved, I really haven't done 

anything.  I think the fact that 

Mr. Broussard is not here -- I think 

he filed after the recusal motion, a 

voluntary dismissal.  I failed to 

sign it because it delineated things 

other than just a dismissal.  It 

delineated and directed the payment 

of cost by -- his own cost and what 

not, didn't resolve the issues that 

were present with the initial filing 

and I think with the subsequent 

filings set for today with regards 

to sanctions for the initial filing 

that was raised I think at the 

initial motion for no caution of 

action.  

With all that said, 

Mr. Broussard is not present.  I 

don't know that he was personally 

served and he filed a motion 

dismissing the motion to compel that 

was served for today in his 
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petition.  So I'm hesitant to kind 

of move forward with the sanctions 

if he wasn't necessarily served for 

that purpose today.

MR. HAIK:

I would tend to agree, Your 

Honor.  I don't want to move forward 

with the motion for sanctions 

without him being properly served.  

Although I would love to get the 

hearing over with and concluded, but 

I think procedurally that would be 

the best avenue.  It's our position 

he was fully aware of today's 

hearing.  I understand he's not 

here, but his e-mail communications 

led us to believe that he knew of 

today which is why he filed his 

motion to voluntarily dismiss to try 

to not come today, knowing we were 

going to seek attorney's fees and 

costs. 

THE COURT:

I understand.  That's not an 

unreasonable issue, but given the 

fact that there was an 

interruption -- 

MR. HAIK:

I hate to do it, but I think we 

need to reset it. 

THE COURT:

So I'll reset all pending 
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matters, his motion to dismiss and 

the terms under which it's dismissed 

will be set.  The motion for 

sanctions and/or attorney's fees 

will be set.  I guess technically 

the motion to compel is set until 

the petition is dismissed and the 

motion for no cause of action.  So 

all pending issues are going to be 

set and he'll be notified to be 

ready to address all pending 

litigation in this matter on what 

date, my next rule date?  

THE CLERK:

June 23rd.  

MR. HAID:

Let's do a special.  It won't 

take long.  

THE COURT:

Just on the record, it seems 

based upon the filing the only issue 

that's contested is whether or not I 

grant -- I'll say this on the 

record -- I do intend to assess all 

your costs to the defendant.  There 

is an issue of whether I assess 

what, if any, attorney's fees and 

what amount, if any.  

MR. HAIK:

Yes, sir. 

THE COURT:

So I think if y'all can resolve 
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that issue, I mean -- 

MR. HAIK:

I would love to say we could, 

but I don't think we're resolving 

much in this case.  

THE COURT:

So we're looking for what now?  

MR. HAIK:  

A special fixing. 

THE CLERK:

You don't have anything the rest 

of this month here, but May you were 

supposed to have that civil jury, 

that's not coming up starting 

May 8th.  I don't know if you want 

to put it on one of those days. 

THE COURT:

Didn't we say the second week 

that's the legacy case?  

THE CLERK:

It was a three-week civil jury. 

THE COURT:

I think we're setting a -- 

THE CLERK:

They didn't let me know. 

THE COURT:

Let me let my phone catch up.  I 

think we have a -- do you know 

anything about the interdiction of 

April Guidry?  

THE CLERK:

Huh-uh.
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THE COURT:

That's on my calendar.  The 

St. Martin School Board versus Shell 

civil trial is set for Monday, May 

22nd.  It's going to take three or 

four days.  We can do it the first 

thing in the morning on the 22nd.  

MR. HAIK:  

I have a hearing with Judge 

Segura in that morning, but I can 

probably get that resolved.  

THE COURT:

We can do it Tuesday morning.  

This shouldn't take long.

MR. HAIK:

 Tuesday the 23rd, I'm 

available.  

THE COURT:

So we'll set this matter for 

hearing May 23rd at 9:00 a.m. sharp.  

And we'll take it up before the 

motion or whatever is going on with 

that trial.  So May 23rd at -- let 

the record reflect and can you file 

an order?  

MR. HAIK:

 Yeah, I'll file an order.  The 

problem has been every time I go to 

submit a judgment of order, 

Mr. Broussard doesn't want to agree. 

THE COURT:

It's just an order for the court 
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setting all pending matters, motion 

for sanctions, motion to compel, 

motions to dismiss his lawsuit.  

Everything to be resolved and 

anything pending to be resolved on 

May 23rd at 9:00 a.m.  That's the 

right date, right?  

THE CLERK:

Uh-huh. 

THE COURT:

I order that Mr. Broussard be 

served with that particular date.  

It seems from procedurally -- I 

don't want to speak for 

Mr. Broussard himself -- but it 

seems if y'all can resolve the issue 

of attorney's fees, I indicated the 

Court is inclined to grant all court 

costs including what you're about to 

incur.  With that if y'all can get 

there and sign a judgment, y'all can 

resolve it.

MR. HAIK:

 I agree.  We had attempted to 

resolve it that way prior to today 

and that didn't take place.  And I 

will make an effort to resolve the 

fees.  

THE COURT:

Y'all may not agree to that.  

I'm just saying it seems that 

that -- 
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MR. HAIK:

 I would agree to it.  My 

clients would agree to it if he 

agreed to pay our fees and costs. 

THE COURT:

So that will be the record of 

the Court.  And we'll take it up on 

the 23rd.  I order Mr. Broussard to 

be served via e-mail and personally.  

He may be under the impression that 

I signed his -- 

MR. HAIK:

He was fully aware of today.  He 

probably checked service. 

THE COURT:

With notice with everything, I 

think we can resolve it even if he 

doesn't appear.

MR. HAIK:  

If he doesn't appear and was 

served, I think we can move forward. 

THE COURT:

With that, we can order 

Mr. Broussard be served and we'll 

take all the matters up at that 

time.

MR. HAIK:

 Then, Judge, are you going to 

execute the order granting the first 

motion -- excuse me, the first 

exception of no cause of action 

which you didn't sign because he 
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filed his motion to recuse shortly 

thereafter or you're just going to 

wait?  

THE COURT:

I didn't do that because I think 

there's also filed a motion to 

dismiss.  I think if we resolve that 

all of that is moot.  We can handle 

all that then.  I order that he be 

served with the expired motion for 

sanctions and set the cost to 

plaintiff.  I'll sign that now.  May 

23rd at 9:00 a.m.  This is the one 

you filed -- 

MR. HAIK:

 I don't need to file a new one?  

That's an older one.  

THE COURT:

I'll just set the no cause of 

action that was never signed, I'll 

set that for that day, too.  You 

don't need to file anything else.  

If y'all can resolve it, I'll sign a 

judgement that y'all can both sign 

on.

(Hearing concluded.)
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REPORTER'S PAGE

I, MONA LANDRY, Certified 

Court Reporter in and for the State of 

Louisiana, 2019004, the officer, as defined 

in Rule 28 of the Federal Rules of Civil 

Procedure and/or Article 1434(B) of the 

Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure, do hereby 

state on the Record:

That due to the interaction in 

the spontaneous discourse of this 

proceeding, dashes (--) have been used to 

indicate pauses, changes in thought, and/or 

talkovers; that same is the proper method 

for a Court Reporter's transcription of 

proceeding, and that the dashes (--) do not 

indicate that words or phrases have been 

left out of this transcript;

That any spelling of words 

and/or names which could not be verified 

through reference material have been denoted 

with the phrase "(phonetic)";

That "(sic)" denotes when a 

witness stated a word or phrase that appears 

odd or erroneous to show that it was quoted 

exactly as it stands.

MONA LANDRY
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  CERTIFICATE

This certification is valid only for a 
transcript accompanied by my original signature 
and original required seal on this page.

I, Mona Landry, Official Reporter in and 
for the State of Louisiana, employed as an 
official court reporter serving the 16th Judicial 
District Court for the Parishes of St. Mary, 
Iberia and St. Martin, State of Louisiana, as the 
officer before whom this testimony was taken, do 
hereby certify that this testimony was reported by 
me in the stenotype realtime method and was 
transcribed and prepared by me or someone under my 
supervision using CAT software, and that this is a 
true and correct transcript to the best of my 
ability and understanding; 
       That the transcript has been prepared in 
compliance with the transcript format guidelines 
required by statute, or by rules of the board, or 
by the Supreme Court of Louisiana, 
       And that I am not related to counsel or to 
the parties herein, nor am I otherwise interested 
in the outcome of this matter.

_____________________
MONA LANDRY, CCR    
OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER
CCR CERTIFICATE NO. 2019004 


