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STI PULATI ON

It is stipulated and agreed by and
bet ween counsel for the parties hereto that
t he deposition of the aforenenti oned w t ness
I's hereby being taken pursuant to the
Loui si ana Rules of Civil Procedure, in
accordance with | aw,

That the formalities, of reading,
signing, sealing, certification, and filing
are specifically not waived;

That all objections are hereby reserved
until such tinme as this deposition, or any
part thereof, nay be used or sought to be

used i n evi dence.

Jenni fer W Pickett, Certified Court
Reporter, in and for the State of Loui siana,
officiated in adm nistering the oath to the

W t ness.
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(JASON HANNAMAN, AFTER HAVI NG BEEN FI RST

DULY SWORN BY THE ABOVE- NAMED COURT

REPORTER, WAS EXAM NED AND TESTI FI ED AS

FOLLOWS: )

EXAMI NATI ON

BY MB. CRAFT:

Q M. Hannaman, ny nane is Jill Craft and |
represent Calvin Braxton, who is present
and seated in the roomw th the court
reporter today. It is very inportant
during the course of this deposition that
you understand what |'m asking you and if
at any tinme you do not, please tell ne to
stop and rephrase it. [It's also
| nportant, particularly because this is
by Zoom that you answer out |oud and
avoi d nods of the head yes or no or uh-
huhs and uh-uhs. And ny fi nal
I nstruction is unique to ne insofar as |
may ask you to spell nanes, places or
things. |I'mnot here to test your
spelling. [It's just nuch easier for our
reporter to get those down as we go

along; is that fair enough?

A Yes.
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And because we are participating by Zoom
|"mgoing to ask you and I wll rem nd
nyself to take a deep breath before we
start answering questions because of the
|l ag ti ne between the video and the audi o;
Is that fair?

Yes.

Wul d you give ne your full nanme and
address pl ease, sir?

Jason Paul Hannaman and it's 8804
Wartel l e Avenue, WA-R-T-E-L-L-E Avenue,
Bat on Rouge, Loui siana 70806.

Can you wal k ne through your educati onal
background, sir, starting wth where and
when you graduated high school ?

| graduat ed high school in Baton Rouge,
Loui si ana at Scotl andville Magnet Hi gh
School .

At whi ch school, |'msorry.

Scot | andvi |l | e Magnet Hi gh.

THE OFFI Cl AL:

Could I just nmake a suggestion

real quick? Anybody that's not
actual ly speaking, if you m ght

go on nute. Sonetines it cuts
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out the audio on our end and if
you have to object just obviously
unmute and then go back. |
appreciate it.

BY M5. CRAFT:

Q GCkay, I'msorry, sir. You were saying
Scot | andvil |l e Magnet H gh School, which
was when?

A Yes, Scotlandville Magnet H gh School in
Bat on Rouge and | graduated in 1996. And
then | attended Louisiana State
Uni versity Baton Rouge and graduated My
of 2001. Then | attended University of
New Orl eans for graduate school. |
obt ai ned ny MBA in August of 2007. And
briefly in between finishing ny MBA, |
attended Sout hern University School of
Law i n the evening program and that was
2004 to 2005. So that year, but | did
not conplete that program

Q Can you tell ne about your enploynent
history starting wth after your
graduation from LSU?

A After ny graduation fromLSU I worked at

a pronotional products conpany in New
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Oleans. It was Joe AL Cummins, CGU MM
I -N-S, advertising for pronotional
products and | worked there while | also
attended graduate school. Wen |
returned to Baton Rouge in 2004, | began
work at the State Departnent of Labor,

t he Wor kf orce Comm ssion. That was in
May of '05. Then | noved to the State
Civil Service starting August of 2005. |
was with State Cvil Service until 2012
where | then noved to becone the HR
director for the Louisiana Departnent of
Education from 2012 to 2017. | was the
HR director and then | was enpl oyed by

the State Police Conm ssi on.

Q Can you tell nme how you | earned about the

A

job at the State Police Comm ssion; how

you first |earned about it?

Yes. | subscribe to updates fromthe

state civil service notification,

enpl oynent notification. So keywords

| i ke director or key pay |evels, they
woul d automatically be pronpted. They'd
conme to ny inbox. This position was on

that notification as | recall.
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That's the first you heard about there
bei ng sone sort of vacancy in the
executive director slot at the state
pol i ce conm ssion?

Correct.

Had you previously tal ked to anybody
about the executive director position at
the state police conmm ssion?

| didn't know there was a state police
conmmi ssi on.

Ckay. So, then did you apply after you
saw the posting or the notification?

Yes. | clicked apply for position on the
notification. |It's very easy to apply
for a state position with state civil
service. Your application is saved in
the system and you nerely have to click
if you' re interested and | was
I nt er est ed.

So what happened next?

| believe | was contacted for a potenti al
i nterview in February.

O what year?

2017.

Who contacted you?

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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| don't recall.

At that tinme in February of 2017 did you
know anyone or had you known anyone
affiliated with the Louisiana State
Pol i ce?

Not that |'maware, other than | knew
soneone in high school that was a -- had
becone a trooper. Just | had seen in
passing but | did not have any contact
with him

Sanme question with respect to the LSTA

| did not know anyone or anythi ng about
t he LSTA

You i ndicated you were contacted for an
I nterview and you could not renenber who
that was that contacted you or you do?

Correct. | don't recall who contacted ne
for the interview | renenber that
G nger Krieg, HR Director, was on the
posting. So, perhaps but | do not
recal | .

Can you spell the nane, please?

GI-NGE-R K-RI-EG

She was the HR director for the

conmmi ssi on?
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She was the human resources director for
the Departnent of Public Safety.
Tel | me what happened next.
| recall showing up for the interview and
being interviewed at the conm ssion
office in the conference room At the
commi ssion office when it was | ocated at
t he DPS conpound.
VWho were you interviewed by?
| recall Eulis Simen, Mnica Manzell a,
TJ Ellis, Comm ssioner Breaux. | don't
recall Conm ssioner Breaux's first nane.
And | believe Lenore Feeney was there as
well but | couldn't say for certain. It
was sort of a blur.
Did you know any of those peopl e before
your interview?
| did not.
You indicated that the state police
conm ssion used to be on the state police
conpound. It is no longer; is that
ri ght?
That is correct.
Were is it |ocated now?

The comm ssion office is | ocated at 5825
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Fl ori da Boul evard, Suite 1180, and that's
Bat on Rouge 70806. It's commonly known

as the agriculture and forestry buil ding.

Do you know why it was noved?

noved the offices to this | ocation.

Vhy ?

When | becane the director, | had sone

concern that the conm ssion residing

Wi thin the sanme conpound as the entity
It's supposed to be providing oversight
for. And also, the |arge roomthat we
used to neet didn't have a, in ny
opi ni on, a professional appearance. So
in order to be nore autononous, |
requested fromthe division of

adm nistration funding for rent after

i dentifying this location at the
agriculture and forestry building. And
they concurred that it was better for
appear ance sake that we were not in the
sane | ocation and now we have a separate
of fice away fromthe conpound and we have
a neeting room which is again nore

prof essi onal for the conm ssion.

Q Do you know Cat hy Der bonne?

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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| do not.

Madane Court Reporter, that's spelled D
E-RB-ONNE Do you know what her
position was with the state police
conm ssi on before you took over?

She was the executive director.

Do you know i f she shared your concerns
as it relates to a potential conflict of
I nterest given the then |ocation of the
conmmi ssi on?

"' mnot aware of her concern. | realize
that the comm ssion was residing on the
conpound w t hout paying any sort of rent
and that's -- it just was unusual in ny
opi nion when | arrived, |ooking at the
si tuation.

After your interview, which | think you
i ndicated -- did that interview by the
way take place also in February of 20177

Coul d you repeat that?

Did the interview take place in February
20177

Yes.

After your interview, what happened next

relative to you becom ng the executive

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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Q
A

director?

recei ved a phone call fromthe chairman
at the tinme, advising that the
comm ssioners were interested in pursuing

and offering ne the position.

And who was t hat ?
That was TJ Doss. He was the chair nan.

Bet ween your interview and the phone call

fromM. Doss, did you have a

comruni cation with anyone affiliated with
either state police, the state police
conmmi ssion or the Louisiana State

Tr oopers Associ ati on?

di d not.

After the phone call, what happened next?

accepted the position and | was asked
how soon |I could start. | advised |
needed to give notice to ny enployer, the
Depart nent of Education. And | believe |
gave three weeks to the Departnment of
Education. M start date was May 20th, |
mean March 20th, 2017 with the

conmi ssi on.

Q Do you recall what your starting rate of

pay was?
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Yes. The rate of pay was 109, 000.

Have you nmai ntai ned that sane pay or have
you received rai ses?

| have received two pay increases.

What is your current rate of pay?

113, 000.

Si nce you' ve been the executive director
of the conmm ssion, can you describe for
us what your duties are or have been if
t hey' ve changed?

Sure. Primarily the duties of the
director are outlined in chapter three of
the comm ssion rules. However, | find
nmysel f wearing many hats since we're an
office of three individuals.
Specifically, | look at the
classification and pay for the state
police service and review position
requests fromthe Ofice of State Police.
| review public records requests for the
state police conmm ssion. | prepare the
annual budget for the state police
comm ssion. And | also work with IT as
far as I'mon-hands. |I'mthe |IT person

here for our staff to ensure the

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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conputers are up and running and j ust
about anything el se around the office.
But primarily those that | nentioned

earlier.

Q Do you have any role with respect to

A

A

ensuring that the comm ssion nenbers

t hensel ves conply with the | aw?

When conmm ssioners are enpl oyed or

nom nated and then appoi nted, sorry, we
send a packet to ensure that they are
aware of their responsibilities under the
Constitution and the prohibited
activities under the Constitution. And
Wth regards to -- | also send rem nders
wth regards to ethics training. Annual
et hics and annual disclosure fornms to the
departnent heads. So we send rem nders;
however, the conmm ssioners are

responsi ble for their own actions.

n other words, it's not your job as the
executive director to ensure that the

I ndi vi dual comm ssi on nenbers conply with
the law, is that correct?

woul d say that the individual

comm ssi on nenbers are responsi ble for

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com



© 00 N oo o A~ wWw N PP

N N D DN DN P P PR R
o A~ W N P O © 00 N O O W N — O

JASON HANNAMAN

09/25/2020
Page 18

O

conplying wwth the law. As the director,
| rem nd them and advi se them of upcom ng
deadl ines for the requirenent of board of
ethics and the provisions of the
Constitution.

Right. But again, ny question was it's
not part of your job responsibility to
ensure that the conm ssion nenbers conply
with the law, is that correct?

Correct.

Wth respect to M. Braxton, can you tell
me about any interactions you had with
hi nf

Comm ssi oner Braxton?

Yep.

| started in March 20th of 2017 and |
believe prior to the neetings, M.
Braxton would conme by ny office and say
hell o, just pleasantries prior to
neetings. | interacted with M. Braxton
i n the actual comm ssion neetings and on
occasi on, Conm ssioner Braxton would give
nme a phone call when he had concerns
about sonething on the agenda. | believe

| was there a total of four nonths before

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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Comm ssi oner Braxton resigned.

Q Do you recall nmy client asking you about

A

sone hotel expenses by TJ Doss?

I"mtrying to recall. | believe there
was a conversation that -- sonmething to
the effect of TJ should watch out or TJ
m ght be in trouble for sone hotel stays.
But that's pretty nuch all | recall from
t hat .

VWho i s responsible for approving the
expenses by the conm ssion nenbers; is
t hat you?

The Executive Director reviews the
expenditure requests and signs off on the
Si gnat ures.

So, did you sign -- I'msorry, go ahead.

There's a statute which governs the
el ected nenber but then also the
expendi tures for conm ssioners and that
statute states that comm ssioners shal
receive a per diemof $75 and actual
travel incurred or travel expenditures

I ncurred.

Q Was that true for M. Doss?

A

It would be true if he submtted

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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expenditure requests as a conm ssi oner.

Was there an issue raised by Calvin
Braxton as it related to TJ Doss and
Moni ca Manzella staying in a hotel room
together paid for by state tax doll ars?

| do not recall any conversation about
Comm ssi oner Doss or Conm ssi oner
Manzella staying in a roomtogether.

Did anyone ever raise an issue with you
as it relates to TJ Doss and Mbni ca
Manzel l a and a hotel expenditure as it
related to a comm ssion business?

Again, | don't recall any conversation
t hat i ncluded Conmm ssi oner Doss or
Comm ssi oner Manzella and a hotel room
t hat was conpensated by the comm ssion.

Was there any issue raised about M.
Manzella and M. Doss and their
rel ati onshi p?

| wasn't aware that there was a
relationship until there were nedia or
blog reports in August. So no, there was
not hi ng brought to ny attenti on about
them potentially staying in a hotel room

Do you recall anything nore about any

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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| ssues that M. Braxton brought to your
attention?

| do not recall.

Di d anyone di scuss with you any issues
t hey believed existed or that they had
with M. Braxton?

| do not recall any issues that anyone
had with M. Braxton.

What conversations did you have with M.
Doss about M. Braxton?

| don't recall having specific

conversations with Comm ssi oner Doss

about Cormm ssi oner Braxton outside of the

regul ar comm ssi on busi ness.

Li ke what ?
It was during regular neetings. It was
just the interaction between -- | believe

Comm ssi oner Braxton w shed to extend the

pronoti onal scores for the pronotional
tests and | think that was sonething that
he, Comm ssi oner Braxton, brought to ny
attention and I'mnot sure if we did it
that year or not but it was comm ssion
busi ness. It wasn't anything other than

comm ssi on usual agenda itens.
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Did you have any di scussions with anyone
affiliated with the LSTA about M.

Br axt on?

| did not. Not that | recall.

Did you have any di scussions with anyone
affiliated with the LSTA during the
period of tine you becane the executive
director and thereafter?

Can you repeat your question.

Have you had any di scussions with anyone
affiliated wwth the LSTA after you becane
t he executive director?

Since March of 20177

Yes.

| have had conversations wwth M. Fl oyd
Fal con, attorney representing the LSTA,
M. Jay Aucoin all related to agenda
itens primarily.

Did you have any conversations wth
either M. Falcon or M. Aucoin as it
related in any manner to M. Braxton?

Not that | recall.

Did you have any conversations wth
either M. Falcon or M. Aucoin regarding

any allegations that M. Braxton did

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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sonmething with a traffic stop with his
daughter; sonething |like that?

Not that | recall. | don't recall M.
Braxton having a daughter. | wasn't
aware that he had a daughter until
reading about it later, so after he had
resi gned.

Readi ng about it how?

In a blog or a news article, but | wasn't
aware that M. Braxton had children. |
wasn't aware of the other conmm ssioners,
I f they had children.

Did you see any letters published by the
LSTA about M. Braxton?

No, | did not.

When you're referring to nedia articles,
in those articles did they refer, if you
remenber, to any letters issued on behal f
of the LSTA about M. Braxton?

Again, | believe this was after M.
Braxton had resigned. | believe one of
t he bl oggers that were covering the
comm ssion at the tine may have
referenced a traffic stop or a letter but

can you clarify your question?

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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Well, sir, is it your testinony you never
saw any letters that were issued by M.
Fal con on behalf of the LSTA regarding
Cal vi n Braxton?

| could have reviewed it after
Commi ssi oner Braxton had resigned but |
don't recall going through it. | m ght
have but it was after Calvin,
Commi ssi oner Braxton had resigned.

| get it that you keep saying it was
after he resigned. | understand that.
["'mnot limting nmy tinmefranme. | just
want to know if you saw the letters?

| believe there was a letter but | don't

recall the details of it or if | had read

the whole thing or if again it was in
passi ng perhaps but | could have.

Do you renenber who you got it fronf

It would have been from one of the nedia
sources, | believe.

Do you renenber which one?

The two that were covering the comm ssion

in 2017 were the Loui si ana Voice and
Sound O f Loui si ana. If it was on that

as part of an attachnent, | could have

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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clicked on it but | don't recall reading
a full, lengthy letter or any report or
anything regarding the details of that.

Do you recall anybody ever requesting
fromyou sone sort of file relating to
M. Braxton?

As part of a public records request?

No, sir. | didnot Iimt it.

kay. As part of a public records
request.

No, sir. At any tinme do you recal
anybody - -

That's nmy answer.

Do what ?

That woul d be ny response. The only tine
| believe there was any request for a
file or any information regarding
Commi ssi oner Braxton was as part of a
public records request.

Who was that fronf

There was a public records request
submtted in May by Tom Wi ght, who was
an executive producer for a TV channel in
New Ol eans.

May of what year?

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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Q

A
Q

2017.

And what TV channel ?

| believe it's W/UE

And what did he ask for?

There was a |list of things regarding the
comm ssi on, comm ssion expenditures,
travel and then he al so asked for
correspondence between Conm ssi oner
Braxton and ny predecessor, the Executive
Director at the tine, Cathy Derbonne.

Were you able to | ocate that?

At the tine | was able to work on that
request and it took some effort but | was
able to produce what was avail abl e.

Whi ch was what ?

The records of the commi ssion, the travel
that we had on hand, the expenditure
accounts of the conmm ssion and
correspondence that | was able to
retrieve fromthe executive director's
emai | account.

Did you ever locate a file that had
Calvin Braxton's nane on it?

An individual file?

Yes.
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Not that | recall.

In front of your at the beginning of your
deposition, | asked you to set aside
Exhibits 9, 10 and 11. Do you have those
in front of you?

| do.

Exhibit 9, is that sonething that you
retrieved that you were discussing
earlier?

It's correspondence from Cat hy Derbonne
to Calvin Braxton. So it was produced as
part of the public records request, yes.

No, sir. Exhibit 9 is an email from M.
Der bonne to a Carrie, GA-RR1-E,
Sargent, SSA-RGE-NT, dated May 18,
2016. Are you telling ne this is
sonet hing you retrieved and produced?

Commi ssi oner Braxton was copi ed on that
email. Yes.

How did you retrieve this from Ms.

Der bonne' s conputer?

| retrieved emails from her enai
account, which was -- | was given access
to as ny role as executive director.

There was not a playbook or a guide to go
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Q

A

by when | started. And when | took over
in March of 2017, | was required to go to
the legislature and was required to do
ot her things and | needed the access to
information to try to understand what
sonme of the deadlines were, what sone of
the references were and | sought access
to her prior emails, many of which were
del eted and had to be restored. But at
the tinme | had access to those restored
emails and this was a part of that. |
had not seen this email but it was
evidently in the email |ist when |
filtered for Cathy Derbonne and Cal vin
Braxton to be in response of said public

records request.

You said the emails had to be restored.

Tel | me about that, please?

It appears that on her departure or |I'm

not aware of exactly the tinme bl ock, but
a large majority of the records contained
within the email files of the director,
her correspondence was del eted or chunks
of time were deleted. And the process is

sinply to go to the deleted and hit
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restore and | was able to restore del eted
files.

Do you know when the files were allegedly
del et ed?

| believe the files were del eted on her
| ast day of enploynent but | can't right
now gi ve you a definitive tine.

When you say you went to del eted, she had
a folder of deleted emails; is that
right?

When | was granted access to the enmail
account, there was a folder of deleted
emai | s and those were then subsequently
restored so that they could be revi ewed.

You keep saying when | was granted
access. Tell ne about that process?

Cathy used the state email domain, the
LA. gov and so her correspondence was
mai ntai ned at the office of technol ogy
servi ces downtown. So, | made a request
to have access to that account since |
was the current Executive Director and
needed potential access to the budget
docunents, any correspondence that coul d

help me in nmy role as the Executive
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Director.

Wien was this, sir?

| don't recall when | made the request
but it was shortly after | started, |
woul d i nmagi ne.

| don't want you to guess. |If you don't
know, tell me | don't know.

Can you repeat that?

| said | don't want you to guess. |If you
don't know, say | don't know.

| don't recall when | asked.

Did you have any conversations with M.
Doss or anyone on the conm ssion about
recovering Cathy Derbonne's emil s?

| may have referenced ny need to review
that information or review those emails
just to have themin case sone questions
cane up. Wen | started, six days |ater
or seven days later | had to appear
before the budget commttee and | wasn't
aware of what correspondence had occurred
bet ween t he budget office and Cathy, as
wel | as the sunset commttee was con ng
up and | was not aware of what was

requi red and what correspondence had
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occurred. So | was, inny role, | was

| ooki ng for business of the comm ssion
when | obtai ned access for those files.
And so | woul d have conceivably advi sed
the chairman of the comm ssion that | had
obt ai ned access.

Did you and M. Doss have any di scussi ons
about Calvin or any other nenber of the
comm ssion asking to have tickets either
fixed or | ooked at or handl ed?

No. | do not recall any conversation
about tickets.

s it your testinony, sir, that the
restoration of the deleted email file for
Cat hy Derbonne was sinply so you could do
your job and was not in response to a
public records request?

The initial restoration absolutely was so
that | could do nmy job effectively as the
executive director. Subsequently, the
records request cane in and | had
potential access to those docunents to be

responsive to the records request.

Q Wen you say you restored the emails, M.

Der bonne had sinply noved emails into the
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del eted section but she never deleted
that delete box; is that right? It was
still there.

That's ny understanding is they were in
the deleted folder or file folder. |I'm
not sure if It was doubl e del et ed.

You told ne the way that you restored was
you sinply went into the deleted enail
box and you restored all emails fromthe
del ete box to what, the inbox?

To a restored folder. To a folder that
was restored emails that | could search.

Do you still have that folder?

In the process of doing it, | don't

recall the exact steps | used to do that.

Do you still have that folder?

Yes.

So, if | request a copy of the folder
entitled restored, are you going to know
what |'mtal ki ng about ?

If you -- yes.

In restoring the emails, was that a one-
time occurrence for you or is that
sonet hing you did over tine?

| have access to them over tine. I
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believe | restored themonce as | recall.

Did you ever enlist or did you have
anybody hel p you search the email s?

| searched the emails. | don't recal
havi ng a need for anyone else to search
emai | s.

Did you di scuss what you found in the
restored emails with M. Doss at any
time?

I"'mtrying to recall what or when that
m ght have occurred. Can you repeat the
question?

Did you di scuss any of the enmails you
found in the restored emails with M.
Doss at any tinme?

| could have.

Ckay. What did you talk to himabout?

There was -- | believe | spoke to M.
Doss about the communi cati on between
Cat hy and Byron Decoteau, the civil
service director and Byron is B-Y-R ON
and Decoteau is DE-CGOT-E-A- U, |
believe. That's with regards to the fact
that there were many questions asked |

found through ny comuni cation with the
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civil service director, Byron Decoteau at
the tine, that if he were to provide ne
Wi th any assistance | may need to be
successful in nmy role and noted that
Cathy contacted himfrequently. So |
noted that was the case. There were
emails to show that there was frequent
conmuni cati on or questions asked of the
civil service director regarding

prohi bited activity or other things that

she woul d ask about.

Q And that's sonething you discussed with

A

Q

A

M. Doss?

He was the chair nan. | nentioned that |

see where she, she being Cat hy,
frequently contacted civil service to ask
questions. But | just think it was just
in passing. It wasn't a detail ed

conver sati on.

Did you tell himthat sone of the issues

that Cathy had contacted Civil Service
about were prohibited activities by
conmi ssi on nenbers?

believe | nentioned that. | believe |

ref erenced t hat.
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Did you also tell himthat sone of the
matters that Cathy had contacted G vil
Servi ce about were prohibited political
donations by the state trooper's
associ ation and/or its nenbers?

That | did not believe was part of any
conversati on.

Those prohibited activity emails, the
ones where you're sayi ng she contacted
the civil service director, those are all
going to be contained in the restored
emai |l file?

They shoul d be.

Were they kept sonewhere el se?

They m ght be in her regul ar i nbox or
they could be in the restored del eted
file. So, it's -- | have access to her
emai | account and sone things were
del eted. Sone things were not. | can't
definitively tell you where it's | ocated
I n her inbox or her restored, deleted,
sent, inbox. It could be in any one of
t hose fol ders of her account.

How di d you cone across or how did you

happen to locate the emails that Cathy
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A

Q

A
Q

was sending and receiving fromthe civil
service director about prohibited
activities? How did you cone to | ook at
t hat ?

Because | believe that it was rel evant at
the time. We had M. Bucky MIlet,
frequently present, talking about
prohi bited activities and it was com ng
up that there were ethics disclosure
forms that were due comng up in My and
again, just as part of ny |ooking
t hrough, scanni ng through email, the term
political could have been searched and
cane across.

MIlet is spelled MI-L-L-E-T-T; is that
right?

Yes.

So, when you're saying in your search,
were you deliberately picking out search
terns or were you just guessing for Were
me, Sir, as to how you happened upon the
emai | s where Cathy Derbonne to the state
civil service director, where she's
aski ng him questions about prohibited

activities by the conm ssion?
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| believe | used either Byron's nane or
political. | don't recall but | know
after I spoke with Byron at one of the

| egi sl ative committee nenber neetings --
t hese neetings that -- because we appear
at the sane tine and | had appeared in
March of 2017, again the second week of
nmy enploynent, and there was a nention of
that she frequently contacted G vil
Service regarding different issues and so
| was curious as to see what were sone of
the topics that naybe they di scussed.

And to see if it was hel pful for ne as ny
rol e going forward.

Di d anybody to your know edge al so | ook

at Cathy's conputer other than you?

Not that |'m aware.

Was anybody present when you pulled up
emai | s she had sent?

No. Not that |I'm aware.

Did you provide any of those emails to

M. Doss or any other nenber of the

comm ssion -- the ones you recovered from
Cat hy' s conputer accessed?

The emails that | pulled up and shared
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with the conm ssioners were the ones as
part of the public records request
fulfilled for TomWight. So any enmils
that were produced there were shared
actually with the conm ssioners.

You said Tom Wight on behal f of WUE
made a public records request and you
said he asked for a bunch of things and
t hen he asked specifically for docunents
relating to M. Braxton. That public
records request was when?

| believe it was May 31st, on or about
that tine.

O 2017; is that right?

Correct.

Prior to that you had al ready accessed
Cathy's emails; is that right?

Yes, | had access to Cathy's emails.

Exhibit 9, had you already pulled that
emai | ?

| had not seen that email.

Had anybody told you about its existence
before the public records request on My
31st, 20177

No.
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Had you heard anything about it?

No.

This next exhibit is Exhibit nunber 10,
whi ch consists of ten pages. |Is this
sonet hi ng you al so pulled from Cat hy
Der bonne's email s?

It's from Cathy Derbonne to Cal vin
Braxton, so it would have been part of
that record set.

Do you renenber when it was you pull ed
t hi s?

It would have been as part of the records
request. So it would have, | believe,
the first week of June, to be responsive
for the records request.

You see | notice on Exhibit 10 at the top
|l eft, there's a date 6/7/2017 and it says
forward Loui siana State Police
Comm ssion. What does that tell wus, if
you know?

That tells us that it was forwarded from
| believe it could have been forwarded
fromthe deleted folder to the -- | think
it's the day it was printed. So that's

why | -- | believe it was printed on
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6/ 7/ 2017, for the response to the
request .

Do you even know where this email cane
from whether it was deleted or her
regul ar hard drive; any idea?

| don't know the specifics of where this
folder was in her emails. | don't know
what specific folder it was, but it was
I n the docunents that were printed in
response to the records request.

So, earlier when you said this particular
Exhi bit nunber 10 was from her del eted
emails, you can't tell us whether or not
this was any of the emails that were
del eted; correct? O contained in the
del eted fol der?

| believe they were in the deleted folder
but | can't definitively tell you off the
top of my head today if they were in the
regul ar inbox or in the deleted folder.

And you're | ooking at sonething; are you
| ooking only at the exhibit, sir?

Yes.

Ckay, great. Sanme thing with Exhibit
nunber 9. Can you tell us when this
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docunment was obtai ned by you?

That woul d al so be in response to the
records request for Tom Wi ght.

Can you tell us where this was | ocated;
I n which folder on Cathy Derbonne's
conput er ?

| believe it was in the deleted fol der
but | can't be sure at this nonent.

So you don't know where it was; aml
correct?

It was in her folders. Correct.

Ckay. And then Exhibit nunber 11, which
Is notice of traffic hearing; where did
you get this fronf

Again, that was in the folder for Cathy,
the emai |l folder.

And you don't know which email folder
this was contained in; is that right?

| don't recall. Correct.

Was this all that you obtained as it
relates to Calvin Braxton that you
produced to WUE?

These three exhibits?

Yes.

No.
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Q \Wat else was there?

A There were, that's | guess the, for ne,
there were so nmany potential docunents in
that stack. That's why these did not
stick out even when they were printed for
production in the request from Tom
Wight. There were plenty of emails
regardi ng what's your sweatshirt size or
hey, did you get those rules or there's
back and forth regardi ng possible rule
edits for the conmm ssion or general
correspondence related to agenda itens.
There was a vast anmount of data that was
printed in an attenpt to be responsive to
the request. And again, being newin the
role of Executive Director and public
custodi an of records, | have never been
in that capacity in my prior enploynent
so | would receive a request. It was ny
under st andi ng that once | receive a
request and review the request, | would
attenpt to gather any information that
was relevant to the request. Then if |
had a concern, | would -- or whether or

not sonething could be privileged, |
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Q

A

woul d have counsel review to nake sure
that we were produci ng sonet hi ng
responsive to the request. And then I
woul d advi se that the individual could
cone and review the docunents. But wth
this, there were so nany pages that were
printed under the search term Calvin
Braxton that | don't recall review ng
every single page. It was a hefty stack
of pages. So there was plenty nore than

this, than these three itens.

Did WWUE ask only for the correspondence

regardi ng Cal vin Braxton?

It was for correspondence between Cal vin

Braxt on and Cat hy Derbonne as part of
their large request for a nultitude of
docunents. So while we were gathering

t hose docunents, we were also -- | was
printing these to try to be responsive to
that request. Again, ny understanding a
narrow ti nefrane because that was ny
under st andi ng of how records requests

wor ked, three days turnaround or a pronpt
turnaround and it was less. It was

primarily between and it was for the
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duration of tine between 2014 and ' 16, of
whi ch Conmm ssi oner Braxton wasn't a
nmenber early on that tinmefrane, so it was
really focused on the tine that he was a
comm ssioner to the tinme in the request.
n that public records request, was there
any other conmm ssion nenber who was
specifically naned ot her than M.

Br axt on?

do not believe any other comm ssion

menbers were naned.

Did you have any conversations with M.

Wi ght about the public records request?
believe M. Wight tel ephoned and |
advised that there are a potentially
| ar ge nunber of docunents to prepare and
he advi sed that please be responsive as
gui ckly as possible but he wasn't hol di ng
nme to the three days as per the public
records request rules. So, that gave ne
alittle extra tine for counsel to ensure
that they could vet things for being
responsive or not | guess.
n your conversation wth M. Wight or

conversations with M. Wight, did he
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ever specifically talk to you about the
request relating to Calvin Braxton?

That that was his -- his response was --
you nean that particular itemon his
request ?

No, sir. |'m speaking about Calvin
Braxton. \When you talked to M. Wi ght,
do you recall any portion of the
di scussi on being specific to Calvin
Br axt on?

No. | do not. It was the entire
request .

Did anyone ever give you a limtation on
what they were looking for as it rel ated
to the item correspondence between Cat hy
Der bonne and Cal vi n Braxton?

No. There was no details with regards to

any particular itemthat was bei ng sought

after. In ny recollection, | don't
recall seeing these exhibits at the tine

specifically. There was just a | ot of

back and forth general correspondence but

they were in there. | just don't recall
reviewng in detail any of the exhibits

that are in this 9, 10 and 11 here.
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But you becane aware of them did you
not, when a story was published in the
medi a about Cal vin Braxton and sone sort
of allegation of ticket fixing?

After | was responsive to the request,
then once the story canme out, | thunbed
t hrough the docunentation and saw t hat
there were details regardi ng that, yeah,
in the materi al s.

And sir, did you ever do a search of M.
Der bonne's conputer or any of the records
at the state police commssion to
determ ne whether or not any other
comm ssi on nenbers had requested
assistance with any ticket matters?

| did not because | wasn't | ooking for
that. As far as a, even in this regard |
was not | ooking for anything. | was just
bei ng responsive to the public records
request. So, | don't recall doing any
ot her search terns for tickets or
filtering for other comm ssion nenbers.

Have you ever seen any of those
docunent s?

Whi ch docunment s?
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Any docunents where any other conm ssion
menber requested assistance or sonme sort
of inquiry about a ticket?

| don't recall.

Did you talk to M. Doss at all about
t hese docunents, Exhibits 9, 10 and 11,
at any tine?

| don't recall specifically speaking to
Comm ssi oner Doss about these exhibits.

Did you talk to anyone affiliated wth
the LSTA about Exhibits 9, 10 and 11 or
the contents of thenf

| don't recall speaking with anyone with
LSTA about this records request or any of
t hese exhi bits.

l|'"'msorry, or the contents of those
exhi bits?

No. | don't recall.

Did you speak with anyone in State Police
about the contents of those exhibits or
the allegation of ticket fixing?

| do not recall speaking to anyone about
ticket fixing or these exhibits.

Did you ever think that there was any

kind of ticket fixing going on?
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A | had no reason to believe there was any
ticket fixing or that Cathy was sending
correspondence with regards to tickets
for any reason. | had no -- | didn't
know Cat hy.

Q Sir, did you ever see any incident
reports that were issued by a M.

d i phant ?

A Say it again?

Q If you can, |look at Exhibit nunber 20,
sir. In Exhibit nunber 20 starting at
the second page is an incident report.
It's got an incident date of February 21,
2018. M question is have you ever seen
this docunent or any version of this
docunent at any tine?

A I've seen a lot of docunents. | don't
recall seeing this docunent.

Q And then, Sir, is it your testinony then
today is the first tine you' ve seen this
I nci dent report, the contents of it or
any version of it?

A | could have seen sonething but sone of
these details, if they were on one of the

blog sites in passing, but I don't recall
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seei ng these details.

Do you recall seeing or hearing anything
about an allegation that M. Braxton was
I nvolved in a murder?

A murder?

Yes.

No.

O a suicide that was suspici ous?

No.

Did you hear anything about a
rel ati onship that was all eged to have
occurred between M. Braxton and anot her
wonman?

No.

In the docunent in front of you, Exhibit
nunber 20, it's a report prepared by M.
Adiphant. On the second page he talks
about sone sort of allegation that he has
I nvol ving Cal vin Braxton and possibly
bei ng involved in a nurder.

MR, MAYEAUX:
bject to the form

BY Ms. CRAFT:

Q

You can read for yourself, sir. Read

t hat paragraph.

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com



JASON HANNAMAN 09/25/2020
Page 50

© 00 N oo o A~ wWw N PP

N N D DN DN P P PR R
o A~ W N P O © 00 N O O W N — O

A | have never read this paragraph before.
Q Have you ever heard anything about it?
A | have not.
Q Wth respect to M. diphant, have you
ever had any conversations wth hinf
A | don't recall having any conversations
with M. diphant.
MR OXEHANDLER:
"' m maki ng an objection to the
formof your questions. |It's

Col onel d i phant, not M.

d i phant.
M5. CRAFT:
kay. | appreciate that, M.

Oxenhandl er but |'m just asking
the questions and | apol ogi ze if
| don't get the rank right but
"' mnot going to get the rank
right. That's why | used to
M ster.
BY MS. CRAFT:
Q Sir, have you had any conversations with
anyone at State Police regarding
al l egations involving Cal vin Braxton?

A | do not recall any conversations
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Q

regarding Calvin Braxton in the office of
State Police.

' m not asking about the office. I'm
aski ng about any of State Police people?

| don't recall any conversations wth
State Police troopers or people.

Did you hear anything about M. Qi phant
expressi ng sone concerns that he thought
Cal vin Braxton was involved in sone sort
of follow ng himaround or public
I ntimdation; anything |Iike that?

| haven't heard of any such thing.

Can you | ook at Exhibit nunber 24 pl ease,
sir? You have that in front of you?

Yes, | do.

In Exhibit 24 there is an incident report
attached to that. |It's got a date of
Decenber 5 in the upper, right-hand
cor ner.

Yes.

Do you recall seeing either this docunent
or any version of this docunent before?

| believe this docunent m ght have been
what | saw or sonething of its effect on

one of the local blogs that was covering
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the comm ssion. Not the previous one
that | couldn't recall that | hadn't seen
before. | mght have seen this one on
one of those if it was released to the
publ i c.

Do you recall seeing this attached to any
| etter that was sent out by M. Falcon or

M. Fal con on behalf of the LSTA?

| don't recall. It doesn't sound
famliar.
Do you recall seeing it, sir, | guess as

bei ng published in the nedia?

That woul d be ny recollection, is that if
this was, if | reviewed this, | believe
It was in sone sort of a nedia blog but |
couldn't tell you |I read the whol e thing.
| just m ght have opened it and noved on.

Can you |l ook at Exhibit 16, sir? It
| ooks | i ke sone sort of request froma
Lee Zurik, Z-URI1-K at WUE to the
governor's office, | believe; have you
seen this docunent before?

No.

In this docunent, M. Zurik wites on

July 14th, 2017, "lI'mdoing a story on
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Cal vin Braxton, a nenber of the Loui siana

state police comm ssion." Do you see
that part?
Yes.

And it says, "we've received a report
made by Captain Jay Aiphant to then
Maj or Kevin Reeves about a Decenber 5,
2015 incident involving M. Braxton's

daughter;" do you see that part?
Yes.

It says, "the report describes
questionable all eged actions by M.

Braxton;" do you see that part?

Yes.

Do you know how W/WE or M. Zurik had
received a copy of a Decenber 5, 2015
I nci dent report?

| do not.

Do you know who sent it to thenf

| do not.

Then it says, "W also have email s that
show traffic tickets received by Braxton
or a friend were being fixed at the

request of M. Braxton via his

assistant." Do you see that part?
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A
Q

| do.

When did you respond to the public
records request at WUE?

| believe it was June the 8th.

Do you know if that's where this

i nformati on cane fromor sonewhere el se?

Vel |, the docunentation was in that |arge
volune of materials so | would inmagine
they received it from | assune they
received it at that point.

But you don't know, am | right?

Correct.

You don't know if they got it from
sonmewhere else; is that right?

Correct.

Then it says, "W have the follow ng

questions for Governor Edwards. Qur

deadl i ne i s noon Monday. Nunber one, why

has the governor not responded to two

|l etters sent by the Troopers

Associ ation?" You see that part?
Yes.

Do you know if those are the letters that
we' ve tal ked about that were authored on
behal f of the LSTA?
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| don't know what he's referring to.

“Nunmber two, does CGovernor Edwards
condone the alleged activity by Braxton
in the police reported email s?" Do you
know if that's referring to the Decenber
5th, 2015 incident report?

| don't know what it's referring to.

“"Nunber three, does Governor Edwards
think M. Braxton should remain on the
state police conmm ssion even though it
appears he was allegedly using his
position to threaten the trooper and via
his assistant get tickets fixed?" Do you
see that part?

Yes.

Did you ever talk to anybody about any
all egation that M. Braxton threatened a
trooper at any tine or intimdated sone
sort of trooper?

No.

“Nunmber four, Governor Edwards thinks M.
Braxton should remain on the comm ssion.
Pl ease tell us why. Thanks. Lee." Dd
anyone at the governor's office talk to

you about the contents of this email or
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t he requests contained therein?

No.

Had you seen this email before today?

No.

I f you can al so | ook at Exhibit nunber
19. Now | asked you earlier about public
records requests and you told ne about
the one for WWUE. This | ooks |ike your
response to a public records request to
M. Mistian, MU S T-1-A-N, to the
Advocat e dated August 16, 2017. Do you
remenber this public records request?

Yes.

In this, you talk about it being a
response for access to public records?

Yes.

Where he requested for a copy of the
resignation letter submtted by M. Doss
as well as any other resignation letters;
did you respond?

| did. Yes. It said the docunent
requested is available for your review

Did you submt also any other resignation
| etters or just M. Doss's?

| believe just M. Doss was responsive to
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hi s request.

That's the only one you have; right?
Correct. In the tinefranme that he
requested, right? Yeah.

Did Mss Manzella ever resign fromthe
comm ssi on?

She di d.

When?

| believe it was the 16th or the 17th.
Did you have a copy of her resignation
letter, too?

| woul d have but |'mnot sure. He had
requested this on to the 15th. | don't
believe, if | had a copy of M.

Manzella's resignation letter, | would
have produced it. | believe when I
responded at this tinme, | did not have a

copy of her resignation letter.

Had anybody el se resigned fromthe

comm ssion around the sane tine period?
No.

Do you renenber what Ms. Manzella said
was her reason for resigning?
Al l egations of -- | don't recall the

details of it. | believe it was
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sonething to the effect of -- | nean, |
don't recall. There were allegations in
the medi a and she was stepping down
because she thought it was best for the
comm Sssi on.

Q How many other comm ssioners left the
state police comm ssion since you took

over?

A Good Lord, let ne think. Pardon ne whil e

| use ny fingers. W had Conm ssi oner
Breaux left.
Q Let nme stop you. That's Breaux with an

X, right, for the court reporter.

A Yes. Comm ssioner Breaux, then that was

in April '17. Yes, | believe he resigned
in April of "17. | believe he was there
for my first comm ssion neeting and then
he resigned. Then there was Comm ssi oner
Braxton in July, Conm ssioner Doss in
August of '17, Conm ssioner Manzella in
August of '17, then Doctor Neustrom
repl aced M. Breaux and | believe he
resigned in '18. Neustrom NEUST-R
oM

Q Wwo? I[I'msorry.
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Neustrom He replaced M. Breaux.
Comm ssi oner Foss resigned. He was the
enpl oyee representative, Jeff Foss, F-O
S-S. He replaced M. Doss as the el ected
menber. M. Cantrelle just recently
resigned, CGA-NT-R E-L-L-E, Nel son
Cantrelle, Junior just resigned. And I
think that's everyone, so that makes
seven.

Is M. Riecke still a nmenber of the
comm ssion, RI-ECGK-FE?

Yes, he is.

Wien was the last tine he appeared at a
comm ssi on neeting?

He was in route to our conm Ssion
neeting, our |ast neeting, but was |
believe involved in sone sort of
vehi cul ar i nci dent.

When was that?

What nonth are we in? |It's Septenber. |
t hi nk Sept enber 10t h.

kay.

Prior to that, we've been dealing wth
COvID. W had sone cancel | ed neetings.

| know he was at the March neeting. W
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had an energency neeting to establish
sone COVID rules and a new chapter 21.

He was present then. | believe we

ski pped the April neeting. W cancelled
the April neeting, sorry. And | can | ook
it up but I don't recall if he was, if we
had the May neeting if he was present at
the May neeting. | know he was here for
the March neeti ng when we adopted the
ener gency rul es.

Did you know anyt hi ng about ny request or
my client's request for his deposition?
Had you heard anyt hi ng about that?

Through counsel | was advised that | was
bei ng requested to be deposed, Chairnman
Sim en and Conm ssi oner Ri ecke.

Did you ever speak to Conm ssioner Ri ecke
about the request for his deposition?

No.

Did you ever discuss it wth hinf

No.

Did you ever discuss the deposition
request or the depositions with M.
Simen?

G her than the tinmefrane where | was
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| ooking to go at 9:00 and he was going to
go at 11:00. Oher than the timng, no.
Q Have the executive director duties for
the state police comm ssion ever changed
since you took over?
A Since |'ve taken over?

Yes.

O

A | don't think there's been any changes to
chapter three of the rules but the
energency rules granted to ne were -- the
energency rules adopted in March granted
me the authority to edit the police
comm ssion rules. So that, on an
ener gency basis.

Q Prior to you taking over, did you -- were
you aware of any changes to the duties of
t he executive director other than what
you' ve described? You know, your current
duties -- had they changed before you
t ook over?

A | believe there were sone changes to
chapter three but those were, if so,
they're in the transmttal sheets that we
post on the website. So it would be at,

there's always a docunentation trail wth
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regards to rule changes and so the date
of the rule changes would be in the
transmttal sheets. | believe one change
| do know is the comm ssion wanted to be
aware of the nonthly finances. | think

t hat was added to the nost recent rule
change but |'m not sure when that change

occurr ed.

Q M. Hannaman, you told us that when you

t ook over the comm ssion you took tine,
In fact you said that's why you went

t hrough Cat hy Derbonne's emails, to
figure out what you were supposed to be
doi ng, what your duties were, et cetera.
So ny questionis, in that regard, did
you go back and try to figure out what
the duties of your predecessor were and
whet her or not those had changed before
you took office?

was | ooki ng for correspondence rel ated
to budgeting, the communication to the

| egi sl ature, reporting, things that |I had
not done previously as executive director
or in ny enploynent. So | was looking in

t hose regards, |ooking back on sone
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emails to our office of planning and
budget representatives. So | was | ooking
back to those but that wasn't the sole
source of ny | earning about what to do.

It was just to assist and to see what
maybe had been communi cated to pl anni ng
and budget. Again, | did not prepare the
fiscal year's '17, '18 budget request.
Cathy prepared that and submtted that in
the fall. However, | was being
questioned on that in March of '17 and
May of '17 when the session was goi ng on
regardi ng our expenditures, our requests
for funding and so | was primarily
focused on figuring out perhaps what

maybe was transpiring.

Q M. Hannaman, | appreciate your response

but it was not responsive to ny question.
My question was, you said when you took
over the office you were trying to figure
out what your duties were. And in that
regard, | asked you did you go back and
try to figure out what your predecessor's
duties were, whether or not they had been

changed and what your current duties were
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supposed to be. D d you do that?

To be absol utely honest, there was so

much going on, | didn't have tinme to go
t hrough every elenent of her emails to
see exactly what maybe had changed over
time with Cathy Derbonne's
responsibilities. | started on the 20th
and by the 27th | had to appear before
the firing squad of appropriations to
det er m ne budget needs and be responsive.
So, | was aware of the duties and the
role the director as insofar as they were
in the rule book, but as far as --
essentially | was putting out fires as a
public records request would cone in, as
a request fromthe | egislature would cone
in, as a request fromOPD -- | was
juggling many things as well as issues
Wth regards to their conputers and
things that we had in the office, the
day-to-day operations of the office that
| had just assuned, working with ny new
staff nmenbers, working with Debbie and
Chrissy to ensure we were being tinely,

bei ng responsi ve and naki ng sure that
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everything was covered as nuch as

possi ble, as well as then hol di ng

comm ssion neetings. So, | didn't |ook
at potentially how agenda itens were
communi cated to the previous neetings.
Did she provide comm ssioners with

I nformati on and how t he agenda neeti ng
m nutes were prepared? Just sort of

| ooking at different things but | really
wasn't focused too heavily on every
detail of her correspondence. It was
just, it was an aide, an assistant,

assi stive device so to speak.

Q M. Hannaman, again, you' re not
responding to ny question so I'mgoing to
object. | asked if you ever determ ned
what Cat hy Derbonne's duties are, your
predecessor's duties were prior to you.
If there had been any changes as it
relates to yours. Did you ever do that?
| don't care about the emails. |'mjust
asking if you did that. |'m asking
because at the begi nning of your
deposition, you said that it was

| nportant for you to figure out what your
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Q

duties were. |'masking you did you ever
go back and figure out what your
predecessor's duties were, whether they
had changed as it relates to your duties?
"' m not asking about emails. | don't
care. | want to know if you did that.

t hought | was responsive. Ckay, can
you rephrase? |s there sonething
specific? | |ooked at the rules, |
| ooked at the emails, | |ooked at as
needed if there was correspondence that

coul d assi st ne.

Were there any changes to Cathy Derbonne,

your predecessor's job duties as

executive director that you saw?

No. Not that | saw. The duties were in

the rule book as far as the rules of the
director and when | started, those were
the duties that I was expected to

perform

Did you ever see any proposed changes to

Ms. Derbonne's or the executive
director's job duties prior to your
taking office?

did circulars, | reviewed sone general
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Q
A

Q

Q

circulars that had occurred previously
but those are proposal changes. They
have to be promul gated and in ny

organi zati on of the website and making
sure that information is readily

avail able to the public, | cane across a

chapter three general circular.

That was never adopted; is that right?

' m unawar e of whether that specific

general circular was adopted at this

time.

You i ndi cated sonet hi ng about you had to

| ook at budget docunents that Cathy --
and you said you | ooked at the docunents
Cat hy Derbonne had submtted in the fall
for the budget of the office. M
question is, did you see where she had

al so circul ated those budget docunents to

t he menbers of the conm ssion?

She advi sed the conm ssion at the

Decenber neeting, | believe. She m ght
have advi sed the conmm ssioners of the
budget docunents but she had -- it's ny
recol |l ection that she had appeared before

t he budget committee prior to that
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meet i ng.

Q M question wasn't that, sir. M
guestion was did you see where she had
emai | ed the comm ssion nenbers the
proposed budget docunents?

A | don't recall seeing it in emil. |
recall seeing that as part of the |
bel i eve the neeting agenda for Decenber,
so that was again, |ooking at the
m nutes, | ooking at the previ ous agendas.
| believe that's, it could have been an
emai |l where | saw the agenda but | don't
recall seeing where she specifically
emai | ed any budget docunent to the
comm Sssi oners.

Q \Wen she net with the |egislative budget
peopl e, you were aware that she had
conmi ssi on nenbers with her; am!|
correct?

A \Wen she net before house appropriations,
| believe it was, | believe, Conmm ssioner
Braxton was with her. That was prior to
t he Decenber neeting but it was, |I'm
| ooking for a tinefranme. | believe it was

a few days prior to the Decenber
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conm ssi on neeti ng when house
appropriations net and | believe M.
Braxton was sitting next to Cathy.

And so was M. Simen; isn't that right?
He coul d have been. Typically, there's
two chairs. So, if M. Simen was there
t hen he could have been. | don't recall.
Did you ever talk to either M. Simen or
M. Braxton as you descri bed when you

t ook over and were getting ready to go
back to budget? D d you talk to them
about what had previously been discussed
wi th appropriations?

| don't recall having a conversation, no.
Did you review the video of the
appropriations conmmittee neeting where
Cat hy appear ed?

| did later review that video, yes.

And how did you cone to review that

vi deo?

| reviewed it because as a part of
readi ng separate litigations. There was
litigation and all egati ons nade on behal f
of Cathy. | believe you were

representing her in that matter and
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Q

that's when | went and | ooked at the
vi deo.

Who gave you the video?

It's a public docunent. |It's on the

| egi sl ative website.

So when you | ooked at it, who was with
Cathy at the appropriations neeting?
Now, | recall that M. Braxton and M.
Simen were there.

And who el se?

And Cathy. | don't recall any other
comm ssi oners being there.

When you | ooked at the agendas, wasn't

t he budget stuff reflected on the agenda

f or Novenber as well ?

| don't recall. | don't knowif it was
on there. | don't knowif they had the
neeting that nonth. | don't know if it

was on the agenda that nonth. And

per haps it was Novenber when they net or
| don't knowif it was Decenber or
Novenber when she net at house
appropriations. At this nonent | don't
recal | .

If we could take a short break, let ne
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confer wwth ny client. W'IIl be right
back.

(Of the record.)

M5. CRAFT:

Madam Court Reporter,
t hroughout this deposition, we've
referred to existing exhibits by
nunber. Wat we've done in al
t hese depositions is we have
Exhibits 1 through 24 that have
been attached to several of them
that we've taken. So our
reference, to be clear, when we
tal k about the exhibits are
exhi bits that have al ready been
attached to previous depositions
at the sanme nunber.

BY Ms. CRAFT:

Q M. Hannaman, | do have a couple nore
questions. How did you find out Calvin
Braxt on had resi gned?

A | recall that being a press release from
the governor's office | -- Ellen
Pal mantier, | recall she circul ated

sonet hi ng.
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Q D d you ever see a copy of M. Braxton's

al | eged resignation?

A | did not.

Q And Palmantier is PPAA-L-MA-NT-1-E-R is
that right?

A Correct.

Q D d you ever ask anyone in the governor's
office to provide you a copy of M.
Braxton's resignation?

A Now that I'mthinking, there was a press
rel ease fromthe governor's office and
then there was al so a press rel ease from
Calvin Braxton and it listed, so | do
recall that. There were two, the press
rel ease from Cal vin Braxton nentioned he
was a famly man, now | recall the
details of it, yes. So, | did end up
getting a copy of that.

Q Do you know if that was a release from
M. Braxton or from sonebody el se on his
behal f; do you know?

A | believe that was forwarded to ny
attention fromthe governor's office. |
bel i eve --

Q D dyou ever talk -- I'"'msorry, say that
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| ast part?

A -- That's what | recall is that it was
forwarded fromthe governor's office or
the comm ssion's office.

Q Wwo in the governor's office forwarded
t hat ?

A It would have been by Ellen Pal mantier or
soneone that works for Ellen Pal mantier.
That's what | recall of the nonent, is
that the original press rel ease went out
and then the subsequent statenent from
Comm ssi oner Braxton went out.

Q D d you ever talk to anyone in the
governor's office about M. Braxton?

A | did not.

Q D d you ever talk to anyone on the
comm ssi on about M. Braxton and his
resi gnation?

A Merely to advise that we received a
notice fromthe board and the conditions
that he resigned. That would be the
extent of ny conversation.

Q W did you have the conversation wth?

A | believe | emailed the conm ssioners or

f orwarded t hat st atenent.
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Q D d you have any conversations with them

af t erwar ds?
A | don't recall any specific conversation

af t erwar ds.
Q That's all | have, sir. | don't know if

anybody el se does.

MR, OXEHANDLER:
["'msorry. | have a couple of

guestions. Does anybody mnd if
| go first?
CROSS EXAM NATI ON

BY MR, OXENHANDLER:

Q M. Hannaman, ny nane is Steve
Oxenhandl er and | represent Col onel
diphant. Just have a coupl e of
guestions. Broadly, what does the state
pol i ce conm ssion do?

A The state police commssion is the
governi ng body for the state police
service. So, they establish rules for
state police service, set pay and
establish job titles for the state police
service. They review enpl oyee
achi evenents, so if an enployee is

di sci plined, they have a right under the
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Q

Q

A

Q

rules to have their appeal reviewed by
the state police conm ssion.

Is it fair to say that the state police
comm ssi on provides an independent civil
service systemfor all regularly
commi ssioned full-tinme | aw enforcenent
and also is enployed by the Louisiana
State Police?

Yes.

Does the conm ssion ever involve or have
any effect over non-conmm ssioned state
police officers |like secretaries or
di spatchers, things |ike that?

The only enpl oyees that are cl assified
enpl oyees in the state police service
t hat have graduated the Louisiana State
Police Training Acadeny. Secretaries,
accountants, |IT would not be under the
purview of the state civil service, |
mean, the state police comm ssion. They
woul d be under the state civil service
conmi ssi on.

So if | understand you correctly, the
state police conmm ssion, instead of ne

sayi ng the Loui siana state police
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comm ssion if | just say the conm ssion,
that's what | nean; is that okay wth
you? Is it fair to say that, if |

under stand you correctly, the conm ssion

can make rulings affecting nenbers of the

state police civil service systen?

Say it again?

Thi s conm ssi on can nmake rulings
affecting nenbers of state police civil
servi ce.

State police service, state police civil
service. Correct.

Do you know about how many state police
| aw enforcenent officers are subject to
potential rulings and decisions of the
state police comm ssion?

| believe there are roughly a thousand.
Ri ght over a thousand.

Can rulings and decisions of the

conm ssi on have an effect on the jobs and

careers of Louisiana State Troopers?
Yes.

| guess ultimately it affects the state -
- the comm ssion's decisions affects the

classification and the pay of state
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L®)

troopers; right?

Correct.

Does it also affect their |ongevity as
far as possibly losing their job?

I nsonuch as the conmm ssion -- if the
enpl oyee is disciplined. Then they hear
t he appeal and they could affirmthe
deci sion to discipline.

And you nentioned earlier that to be a
conmi ssi oner, a Louisiana State Police
Commi ssioner, is soneone has to nom nate
t hat person; correct?

That's correct.

And the nom nation goes to whon?

The process is outlined in the
constitution and in the establishnent of
the state police service. There is one
el ected nenber of the conmssion, it's
el ected by the classified nenbership of
the Loui siana state police and they serve
on the board. Then there's six
I ndi vi dual s and each of those individuals
represent a congressional district in
Loui si ana. No nore than one can serve

from any congressional district. They're
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nom nated by the private colleges, three
nom nees fromthe private colleges are
sent to the governor's office. The
governor then selects who serves on the
comm Sssi on.

Q Do you consider the state comm ssion to
be an i nportant body?

A Absolutely.

Vhy ?

A Again, it's the constitutional entity

O

that is governing the state police
service, which is one of the reasons |
noved our office to a |location where we
could neet in a fashion that was nore
representative of the inportant role of
the comm ssion, not neeting in an
audi torium on the conpound.

Q | understand. Are neetings of the
comm ssi on covered by the news nedi a?

A It's an open neeting so nedia have been
I n attendance.

Q Do you know why the nedia would be
covering or why the nedia would be
Interested in police -- in conm ssion

neeti ngs?
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M5. CRAFT:

"Il object. Speculation.

he knows.

BY MR, OXENHANDLER:

Q You can answer, sir?

A The nedia may be interested in an appeal
case that's before them The nedia are
interested in particulars of sonething
that a trooper was alleged to have done
that's com ng before the comm ssion.

Q In your experience, do nenbers of the
public have an interest in the state
pol i ce conm ssion?

MS. CRAFT:
Sane obj ection.

A We have individuals that wll show up and
review, sit and view the conm ssion. W
don't have a -- it's not a sol d-out
audi ence by any neans but we do have
participants fromthe public that view
t he comm ssion neetings on a nonthly
basi s.

BY MR OXENHANDLER:

Q At sone of your nonthly neetings when you

have agenda itens, do you have tine for

| f
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public coments?

W do.

And do nenbers of the public conme up and
speak fromtine to tine at conm ssion
meeti ngs?

They have the opportunity to do so and
t hey have.

lI'"d like to turn now to sone of the
guestions |I think that Ms. Craft asked
you but | just wanted to nake sure. D d
Cal vin Braxton ever speak to you
regardi ng the Decenber 15th arrest of his
daughter for a DW in Natchitoches?

No, | do not recall any conversati on.

Did Calvin Braxton ever nention the nane
Jay diphant to you? O Colonel
d i phant.

| do not recall that as well.

Did Calvin Braxton ever nention the nane
Jason Li nebaugh to you?

| do not recall that.

| know you wear a lot of hats in your
position. Can you just give us a rundown
of your basic job duties as executive

director?
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Again, ny role is the admnistrative

director of the state police conm ssion.
So anything that falls under -- from
preparing the annual budget, presenting
t he budget to the conm ssioners,
representing the agency hats,
appropriations and finance, anything

that's i ncunbent upon the agency to

respond to legislative inquiries. | also
serve as the chief fiscal officer. [|I'm

al so the public comunications, | respond
to public records requests. | also serve

as the conpensation and cl assification
adm nistrator. Wen positions cone
before ne, | review the duties and
establish the rank of the position and
the classified service. And | can nake
recommendati ons to the conm ssion
regardi ng the pay schedul e or possible

rule edits. Wien the conmm ssion w shes

to change rules, | then publish those
rules for public comrent, | set the
agenda for the commssion. | serve as

the secretary of the conm ssion to nake

sure that the mnutes are recorded and
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Q

A

Q

t hen published. That's an overvi ew of
the -- and al so when there is a vacancy,
| notify the college presidents of the
vacancy because there's a narrow
timefrane for that college president to
respond. There's thirty days whenever a
vacancy occurs for a college, private
col |l ege university president to submt
their three nanmes or three nom nees to

t he governor and then the governor nust
choose fromthat |ist of nom nees. So
that's anot her aspect of what | do.

Thank you. 1'd like you turn to Exhibit
number 10 if you could for a second. 1'd
| i ke you to go to the, there's a letter
fromthe former executive director, Cathy
Der bonne, to the Monroe Circuit Court for
Monroe County Plantation in Florida. Do
you see that letter? It's a few pages, |
think it's on page eight; do you see
t hat ?

kay. It's not nunbered so |'m confused.
kay.

It's a letter fromthe state police

comm ssion from Decenber 7, 2015; do you
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QO » O >

see that, sir?
| do.

Could you just read the letter for ne

real quick and tell ne when you're done.

| have a couple of questions for you.
You don't have to read it out [ oud.
kay, good. (Wtness reviewing letter)
You ready?
Yes.

Is it part of your job as executive

director to wite a letter on behal f of

t he comm ssioner fromthe Loui siana state

comm ssion to have a ticket reduced?

It is not.

Has any comm ssioner ever asked you to on

his or her behalf, to have a ticket
reduced?
They have not.
If a comm ssioner asked you to do that,
would you wite a letter |ike Ms.
Der bonne wrote on Decenber 7, 20157
MS. CRAFT:

bj ection. Hypothetical.

BY MR OXENHANDLER:

Q

Go ahead, sir.
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A | would not.

Q Basically your job is to performwork for
t he conm ssioners and with the
comm ssioners in your official role as
executive director, not in any unoffici al
or personal matter; is that correct?

A Correct.

Q You had nentioned earlier that a -- |I'm
sorry, |let nme backup. Do you consider it
appropriate for on Decenber 7, 2015, that
Ms. Derbonne wote a |letter on behal f of
Calvin Braxton to the clerk of court for
Monroe County Plantation Key Florida
requesting the private ticket that he had
be reduced?

M5, CRAFT:
|"'mgoing to object. That's

not what the letter requests,
Counsel. And furthernore, you're
asking himto speculate. He
doesn't know what was goi ng on
t hen.

BY MR OXENHANDLER:

Q You can answer, sir.

A Your question again was?
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Q Do you consider this letter to be an
appropri ate exerci se of an executive
director's authority under the state

pol i ce conm ssion?

M5. CRAFT:
And 1'Ill | odge the sane
obj ecti on.

BY MR, OXENHANDLER:

Q Go ahead. You can answer.

A | would say that | would not issue a

letter fromthe state police conm ssion
| etterhead to soneone in a simlar
f ashi on.
Q Is it appropriate, Sir, for a
comm ssioner to be on the Louisiana state
police conm ssion to nention that he
woul d not help a trooper if that trooper
conmes before himor the conm ssion on a
disciplinary matter?
M5. CRAFT:
"' mgoing to object for the
record.
BY MR OXENHANDLER:
Q CGo ahead sir.

A | wouldn't expect conm ssioners to
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predeterm ne or nmake a statenent of
predet erm nati on about soneone that m ght
cone before them | wouldn't accept that
as nornal operation.

Q In your previous testinony you nentioned
that M. Braxton was trying to hold
pronoti on scores open for a |onger period
of tinme in about 2013; is that correct?

A | had just cone on board. W were
getting ready to adm nister a pronotional
examin May and there was sone di scussion
of whether or not sone commi ssioners
wanted to declare a retest or to all ow
pronotional scores to be carried forward
or if a rule change or sonething should
be nade, so there was di scussion anongst
comm ssi oners whether or not to all ow
scores to be carried forward for the
upcom ng pronotional test.

Q Do you know who initiated the discussion
you' re tal ki ng about ?

A | know M. Braxton was soneone in favor
and there m ght've been anot her
comm ssioner or tw that was in favor of

extendi ng those test scores an additional
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year.
Q Was that leaving the test scores open in

relation to any particular trooper that

you know?
A Not that |'m aware.
Q Thank you, sir. | don't have any other
guesti ons.
M5. CRAFT:

Anybody el se.
MR MAYEAUX:

| have no questi ons.

M5. CRAFT:
M. Fal con?
MR.  FALCON:

No questi ons.
RE- DI RECT

BY M5. CRAFT:

Q M. Hannaman, | just have a few foll ow
ups. You said sonething about in
response to M. Oxenhandl er's questi ons,
he had asked you a hypothetical about a
comm ssi oner being able to affect
sonebody of they, "cane before the
board." It's true, is it not, that in

order for a trooper to, "cone before the
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A

Q

A
Q

commi ssion," that has to be as a result
of disciplinary action initiated by the
state police itself; right?

I f soneone can, if it's in the course of
a disciplinary action by the office of
state police, they could appeal that
di sciplinary action and then the state
pol i ce conmi ssion could then determ ne
whet her or not that appeal, to uphold it
or change it. W also have additional
rul es regarding prohibited activity or
| nvesti gati ons where the conm ssion coul d
I nvestigate sonething that is perceived
to be a violation of a rule that woul dn't
necessarily take that sane path.

However, in order for the comm ssion to
do anything, the whole comm ssion has to
vote; am| correct?

A mgjority of a quorum

That's right. And in terns of any
disciplinary action, | amcorrect that if
an officer appeals to the conm ssion a
di sciplinary action, the disciplinary
action had to have initiated at state

police; right? In other words, the
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A

Q

A

Q

commi ssion can't initiate disciplinary
action. It can only respond if an
of fi cer chooses to appeal discipline

| nposed by state police?

Again, if there is a rule violation the

comm ssion is aware of, under Chapter 14
or through an investigation under Chapter
16, the comm ssion can take action.
However, the typical path is through a

di sci plinary action and appeal under

Chapter 13.

Right. But if the comm ssion as you

descri be took those alternative actions,
again, that has to be a npjority of a
quorum of the board, not just one person;

correct?

Correct. A vote of a majority of a

quor um

You were asked questions about actions

taken on tickets and | know | asked you
this when | was questioning you earlier
but you never went back to see if M.
Der bonne or any of the other predecessor
executive directors had as a courtesy

reached out to | aw enforcenent agencies
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A

Q

A

Q

A

as a result of tickets; right?

| have not researched any ot her
I ncidents. Again, this is part of a
record production. | haven't researched
any prior activities.

This was part of a record production
specifically targeted at M. Braxton and
no one el se; correct?

This el enent of the request, this was
part of -- there were a nultitude of
conm ssi on docunents requested and this
line itemon that request was regarding
emai | correspondence between the previous
executive director and Conm ssi oner
Br axt on.

But i ndependent of that, sir, you have
never gone back to search any
predecessor, executive director of
records or conputers or the office
records thenselves to determine if there
had ever been a request by any ot her
conmmi ssi oner for sone sort of assistance
with a ticket; right? You' ve never done
t hat ?

| have not and | wasn't specifically
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| ooking for that in this record
producti on.

Q Sir, I'mnot suggesting that you were.
|'"mjust asking in response to M.
Oxenhandl er' s question, you have no idea
whet her or not any of your predecessors
ever assisted in a courtesy manner or any
manner as it related to a ticket for
sonmeone el se?

A | am not aware. Ms. Derbonne was
enpl oyed for nine years prior to ny
com ng on board and | believe the
predecessor before Ms. Derbonne was
I nvestigated by the |l egislative body for
sone w ong-doings but -- and so that file
I s avail able and | perused that docunent.
But as far as specifically correspondence
related to a speeding ticket, | haven't
| ooked at any ot her docunents from a
previ ous executive director.

Q Okay. That's all | have. Thank you,
sir.

(Wher eupon, the taking of the witness's

testi nony was concluded at 11:13 A M)
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REPORTER" S P AGE

I, Jennifer Pickett, Certified Court
Reporter, in and for the State of Loui siana,
the officer, as defined in Rule 28 of the
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure and/or
Article 1434(b) of the Loui siana Code of
Cvil Procedure, before whomthis sworn
testi nony was taken, do hereby state on the
record:

That due to the interaction in the
spont aneous di scourse of this proceeding,
dashes (--) have been used to indicate
pauses, changes in thought, and/or talk
overs; that sane is the proper nethod for a
Court Reporter's transcription of
proceedi ng; that the dashes (--) do not
i ndi cate that words or phrases have been
| eft out of this transcript; and that any
wor ds and/ or names which could not be
verified through reference naterial have

been denoted with the phrase "(phonetic)."
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CERTI FI CATI ON

I, Jennifer Pickett, Certified Court
Reporter in and for the State of Loui siana,
Certificate No. 29011, which is current and in
good standing, as the officer before whomthis
testi nony was taken, do hereby certify that the
above and foregoi ng was taken under the
authority of R S. 37:2554; that the foregoing
was taken by the undersigned as herei nbefore
set forth in the foregoi ng pages; that it was
reported by ne in the stenonmask nethod, was
prepared and transcri bed by ne or under ny
personal direction and supervision, and is a
true and correct transcript to the best of ny
ability and understandi ng; and that | infornmed
about the conplete arrangenent, financial or
ot herwi se, with the person or entity naking
arrangenents for deposition services; and that
I have acted in conpliance with La. Code of
Civil Procedure Article 1434; that | am no
actual know edge of any prohibited enpl oynment
or contractual relationship, direct or
indirect, between a court reporting firm and
any party litigant in this matter nor is there
any such rel ati onshi p between nyself and a
party litigant in this matter. | am not
related to counsel or to the parties herein,
and I amin no way concerned with the outcone
t her eof .

Jenni fer Pickett, C.C R
# 29011
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Errata Sheet

NAME OF CASE: CALVIN W BRAXTON, SR VERSUS LQU SI ANA STATE TROCPERS ASSOCI ATION, ET AL
DATE OF DEPQSI TION. 09/25/ 2020
NAVE OF WTNESS: Jason Hannaman
Reason Codes:
1. To clarify the record.
2. To conformto the facts.

3. To correct transcription errors.

Page  Line _ Reason
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Page  Line _ Reason
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Page  Line  Reason
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