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STI PULATI ON

It is stipulated and agreed by and
bet ween counsel for the parties hereto that
t he deposition of the aforenenti oned w t ness
I's hereby being taken pursuant to the
Loui si ana Rules of Civil Procedure, in
accordance with | aw,

That the formalities, of reading,
signing, sealing, certification, and filing
are specifically not waived;

That all objections are hereby reserved
until such tinme as this deposition, or any
part thereof, nay be used or sought to be

used i n evi dence.

Jenni fer W Pickett, Certified Court
Reporter, in and for the State of Loui siana,
officiated in adm nistering the oath to the

W t ness.
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( RODNEY HYATT, AFTER HAVI NG BEEN FI RST DULY
SWORN BY THE ABOVE- NAMED COURT REPORTER, WAS
EXAM NED AND TESTI FI ED AS FOLLOWS: )

EXAMI NATI ON

BY M5. CRAFT:

Q M. Hyatt, I'mgoing to need you to speak
nice and | oud because we can hardly hear
you on this end. Ckay?

A State ny nane and ny address?

Q No, sir. | need you to speak nice and
| oud. Ckay?

A Yes, ma'am

MS. CRAFT:

And |'malso going to | odge an

obj ection for the record based on

the emai|l transactions |'ve had
wi th counsel about being in-
person as opposed to everybody
being renotely. 1'mgoing to
note again that at State Police
Headquarters, you guys have at

| east four people in the room

Last tinme you had about six. So

again, I'mnot sure why |I'm being

required to partici pate by Zoom
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when everybody el se seens free

getting to be there including,

you know, what | woul d have hoped

woul d have been ny court

reporter.

BY MS. CRAFT:
Q Wth that said, M. Hyatt, ny nane is

Jill Craft. | represent M. Braxton in
connection with a lawsuit that's pending
here in East Baton Rouge Parish. [t's
very inportant during the course of this
deposition that you understand what |I'm
asking you and if at any tinme you do not,
pl ease tell nme to stop and rephrase it.
"' m happy to do so. It's also inportant

nods of the head yes or no cannot be

taken down by the reporter so you need to

make sure to answer out |oud. M final

I nstruction is rather unique to ne

I nsofar as | may ask you to spell nanes,
pl aces or things. Not to test your
spelling, it's just nuch easier to get

t hose down as we go along. |Is that fair

enough, sir?

Yes, ma'am
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Q And as we are appearing by Zoom [|I'm

going to ask that you take a deep breath
bef ore you answer ny question and | wll
do the sane. O herwise we're going to be
tal ki ng over each other and the court
reporter is not going to be able to
figure out what we were tal ki ng about.
Ckay?

Yes, ma'am

Q Wuld you state your full nanme and

address please, sir?

A M nane is Rodney Hyatt and ny address is
3919 I ndependence Boul evard, Baton Rouge,
Loui si ana.

Q In what city do you reside, sir?

A | don't reside in any city, ma'am |
reside in the parish of Ascension.

Q GCkay. Are you unwilling to give us your
hone address even under seal, sir?

A Yes, | amunwlling.

Q I'mgoing to ask you to provide your hone

address for the record so | have it. |
will tell counsel that I'mwlling to
have the court reporter put that under

seal. It's strictly for the purposes of

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com



© 00 N oo o A~ wWw N PP

N N D DN DN P P PR R
o A~ W N P O © 00 N O O W N — O

RODNEY HYATT 09/25/2020

Page 8

I f we need to subpoena sonebody in the

future, | have that address at | east
under seal. So, can you give ne your
home address, sir, and it will be placed
under seal which neans it wll be seen

only by the counsel in this case.
VMR, FALCON:

It will not, this is Floyd, |
will provide it to you if you
need Rodney's hone address, |
have it.

M5. CRAFT:

kay, great. Then M. Fal con,
"Il rely on you to send that to
me when we get done. That would
be great.

BY MS. CRAFT:

Q M. Hyatt, can you wal k ne through your
educati onal background starting with
where and when you graduat ed hi gh school
pl ease, sir?

A | graduated high school in Thibodeaux in
1991. | then attended Nicholls State
University where | obtained ny bachelor's

degree in marketing and managenent in
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O » O »

Q

A

1996. Upon conpletion of that, | went
Into the state police acadeny at sone
point inny |life and then | |ater went
and obtained ny nmaster's degree fromthe
Naval Postgraduate School in Mnterey,
California in security studies. And I'm
currently working on ny PhD in crim nal
justice from Liberty University.

You said your master's degree is fromthe
Naval Postgraduate School ?

Yes, ma'am That's correct.

Did you ever serve in the Navy?

No, ma'am | did not.

So, how did you get in the Naval
Post graduat e School ?

It's a program offered by the federal
governnent, | think through FEMA, and you
apply. You have to wite several papers.
You have to be accepted based on
qualifications and if you are, you get to
go to the school.

Is that a school you actually attended or
did you do nost of your studies online?

It's a mxture of both, attended and

onl i ne educati on.
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>

> O » O » O

>

>

Did you attend it nostly online, sir?

| would say yes, the vast majority of it
woul d have been considered nostly online.

When did you get your nmasters?

| can't renmenber the date, ma'am

How about a year?

| can't renenber that.

So sonetime between 1996 and when?

| would say, if you want ne to guess, |
woul d say it was probably five, six years
ago if |I had to guess. Five years ago.

When did you attend the state police
acadeny?

January 24, 1998.

After getting your bachelor's at N cholls
State University, what did you do?

| worked for a finance conpany for a
little while. It's no longer in

busi ness.

What was the nane?

| think at the tinme it was called
Nor t hwest Fi nanci al .

Where were they | ocated?

I n Houma, Loui si ana.

What did you do for those people?
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O

We exam ned credit reports, things of
that nature and financed stuff for people
for financing.

You say 'we.' Were you sone sort of
owner or sonething in this finance
conpany?

It's the team nenbers around ne, nma'am

What was your job there?

Just a credit manager |ike everybody el se
| oan of ficer, credit nanager.

Was t here sonebody over that branch?

Yeah, | guess it, yeah -- you usually
have a branch manager.

Who did you report to?

Ma'am | could not even begin to renenber
his nane. The branch manager but |'m not
sure what his nane was.

You wor ked there for how nmany years?

Probably since | graduated in 1996, then
'97, so | got accepted into the state
police acadeny in 1998, so during that
timefrane.

Tell me what you did upon conpletion of
t he Acadeny?

| was assigned to the road. W're all

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com



© 00 N oo o A~ wWw N PP

N N D DN DN P P PR R
o A~ W N P O © 00 N O O W N — O

RODNEY HYATT

09/25/2020
Page 12

Q
A

assigned to patrol and | did atine in
patrol after the acadeny at Troop C, in
Houna.

From when to when?

| don't know the exact tine but |I can
tell you | served as a public infornmation
officer with Troop C for a short tine
then | was pronoted to sergeant at Troop
C and | served as a sergeant for a few
years and | was asked to cone to
headquarters during that tinmeframe to
work in operational devel opnent as a
sergeant and | transferred.

When you first started at Troop C, were
you on the road or did you go straight to
the PI O position?

No, ma'am | started on the road and
everybody |'ve ever known starts on the
road.

Tell me who your field training officer
was ?

My first field training officer was Bart
Robi chaux.

Spell that, please.

| don't -- Bart, B-A-R- T, Robichaux, your
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Q

> O >» O

O

guess woul d be as good as mne, nma'am

I"mgoing to let the court reporter take
a stab at that, sir. You're going to
have the right, | think your attorney
said, to read and sign it. So hopefully
you can figure out the correct spelling
bet ween now and then. W was your next
field training officer?

| think nmy next field training officer
was Fed Thomas. Fed, | think it's short
for Federi ck.

And Thomas?

Yes, ma'am

Anybody el se?

Yes, ma'am but | can't remenber who it
was to be honest with you. Todd
Tol oudi s.

Spell that, please?

Tod, T-O-D, Toloudis, |I don't know, T-O
D-D-L-1-S, | think. W just called him
Toad.

kay. Anybody el se that was your field
training officer?

No, ma'am | don't believe so.

You worked with these people after you
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got out of the FTO progranf

Yes, ma'am | worked with them had Troop
C. Yes, ma'am

When you conpl eted the FTO program did
you go on the road or did you go on to
the PI O position?

No, ma'am It was on the road.

How | ong did you serve on the road?

| want to say it was approxi mately I|ike
six years, five or six years.

That brings us up to roughly 2004. |Is
t hat when you becane the PIO?

| would assune so. These are ny best
guesses, though, ma'am There's a file
that outlines this in human resources if
you' d like it.

Sir, I'mfully aware of the files. I'm
aski ng your best recollection in this
deposi tion.

My best recollection --

This can be real easy or it can be not so
easy. So just tell ne your best
recol | ection.

Ckay. Yes, ma'am | don't want to

m sgui de you. | apol ogi ze.
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Again, ny question, sir, was when did you
becone a PI O?

It was about five or six years after |
was on the road.

Was that approxi mately 20047

| cannot say. | don't really recall the
exact date, ma'am

"' mnot asking for exact dates, sir. |I'm
just telling your best recollection, was
It approxi mately 20047

Yes, ma'am It was approxi mately 2004 |
guess.

You said that you served in the PIOrole
for a short tine. What do you nean by a
short tine?

It was approxi mately about a year.

And then you were pronoted to sergeant;
is that correct?

Yes, ma' am

When you were pronoted to sergeant, do
you renmenber what year that was?

No, ma&'am | don't. Not off the top of
ny head.

What position did you hold at the tine

you were pronoted to sergeant?

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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O

It was trooper first class trooper, or
just a trooper.

|'"'msorry, what job were you perform ng
when you were pronoted to sergeant?

| was a public information officer.

How | ong did you stay in that role as a
sergeant in the PIO position?

| was a PIO, then | got pronoted to
sergeant on patrol on the road, |ike at
the troop.

So, when you were pronoted to sergeant,
did you |l eave the PIOrole and go back on
t he road?

Yes, ma' am

And how | ong did you do that?

For a few years, |ike maybe two or three.
| can't renmenber to be honest wth you.

When did you cone to headquarters?

| couldn't tell you the exact tine or
date of that either. | just know that |
cane up here to work on a radio
consol i dation project per Col onel Ral ph
Mtchell, who was over patrol and they
| i ked ny work and they asked ne to stay

at headquarters.
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Sir, | just want an approxi nmate year you

cane to Baton Rouge to work at
headquarters; when was that?

"d be guessing. | don't know, ma'am

You had to nove, didn't you?

No, | did not have to nove. | Iived

within what they called a fifty-mle
radi us so when | lived in Thi bodaux, |
was able to come to work and drive back

and forth.

Ckay. So, you can't tell us

approxi mately what year you took a
position at headquarters? [|'m not
hol ding you to exact, sir. | just want

to be able to follow a tineline.

Yes, ma' am | understand that but |

don't think about those kind of things if

t hat nakes any sense. | don't recall.
can tell you, with all due respect, M.
Hyatt, al nost every other | aw enforcenent

officer |I've ever deposed knows exactly

what year they got pronotions and exactly

what year they were transferred. You're
telling me you can't even renenber

approxi mately what year you were sent
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>

over to headquarters to work in

operati onal devel opnent, first on this
radio project; do | have that right?
Yes, nma' am

Ckay. You said you were brought over
here by M. Mtchell; is that right?

That's correct. Yes, ma'am Col onel
Mtchell.

And you worked on the radi o consolidation
proj ect for how | ong?

| worked on it for a few nonths.

In sonme year that you can't renenber; is
that right?

That's correct.

And then you went fromthe radi o project
to where?

Oper ati onal devel opnent as a sergeant in
research in operational devel opnent.

And who asked you to take that position?
Col onel Ral ph Mtchell asked ne if |
woul d take that position, along with

ot hers.

What ot hers?

Captain Charlie Dupuy and at the tine it

was Li eutenant Jason Starnes.
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O

> O >» O »

kay, spell Dupuy for us, please?
D-UP-UY, | believe.

And Jason Starnes, Starnes, S-T-A-R NE-
S?

| believe so. Yes, ma'am

When was the last tine you talked to M.
Dupuy?

| talked to M. Dupuy a few days ago.

When?

| would say, | don't really renenber.

Quite a few days ago. | don't renenber

the exact date. One day, two days, three

days -- it's in that tinefrane.

Real |y, you don't renenber if you tal ked
to himyesterday, sir?

No, ma'am | don't renmenber that at all.

Was it this week?

It was this week. Yes, ma' am

How di d you nake contact with hinf

We call each other on the phone when we
t al k.

So, sonetine either yesterday that you
don't renenber, or the day before or the
day before that, you had a phone

conversation with M. Dupuy?

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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Yes, ma' am

And who cal | ed who?

| believe he called ne.
Are you friends?

Yes, we are. Yes, nmm'am

How | ong have you been friends?

> O >» O » O >

Probably, | would say maybe whenever |
cane to headquarters. A couple or maybe
a year or so, a friendship | guess grew
fromthere.

Q And you can't tell ne roughly what year

t hat was because you can't even tell ne

when you got pronoted to sergeant; is

that right, sir?
MR, MAYEAUX:

bj ection. He's asked and

answered three tines at | east.
BY MS. CRAFT:
Q That's fine. I'mjust trying to figure

out when he and M. Dupuy becane friends.

Hence, that's why | wal ked you t hrough
the tinmeline, sir, so we would have sone
rough approxi mati on of what we're
speaki ng about. Any idea?

A Qur friendship?
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Q Yeah.

A Shortly after | cane to headquarters.

Q And you don't know what year your
friendship began with M. Dupuy?

A  No, ma'am | don't think about years
i ke that.

Q And you don't know how many years you' ve
been at headquarters, sir?

VR. MAYEAUX:
hject to the form

BY Ms. CRAFT:

Q You can answer it.

A M am | don't know dates and ti nes,
stuff like that. | don't -- unless |
wite themdown and | would refer back to
them | really don't keep track of dates
and tinmes. | apol ogi ze.

Q Sir, approximately how many years have
you been at headquarters? These are not
hard questions. |I'mjust trying to get a
dat e.

A | understand that, m'am

Q You can't tell ne.

A | just don't recognize dates and tines.

| don't. | never have. | couldn't tell
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you when | got married. | couldn't tell
you when ny kids were born. | don't know
dates and tinmes. | apologize. |I'm
sorry.

"' mgoing to object for the record,

you' re being non-responsive, sir. And
frankly I'mgoing to object to your
answers being deliberately non-
responsive. Al |I'masking you for is an
appr oxi mate anount of years you've been
at headquarters. You're telling ne you
can't even do that?

| can think about it. Let ne think and |
wll give you a best guess, so |let ne
see. kay. So, over ny conm ssion, |
was pronoted to |ieutenant on Novenber
3rd of 2010. I'mpretty sure | served as
a sergeant for at |least ten years, about
ten years | was a sergeant and then | was
pronoted to |ieutenant on Novenber 3rd of
2010, and so |I've been a |ieutenant since
then. So when |I came over, | think | was
probably there two years, so 2008, around
that time is probably when | was at

headquarters. Around 2008. It would
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have been right when Ednondson becane
colonel. That's right.
kay, thank you. And sir, you do realize
that you're not allowed to take any cues
frompeople in that roomwth you; right?
Ma' am nobody is giving ne a cue.
kay. You said you talked to M. Dupuy

ei ther yesterday or the day before that
or the day before that. Can you tell ne
what you tal ked about ?

Ms. Craft, we do talk frequently. |

don't renenber exact dates and tines. He
is ny friend and we talk frequently.

What we tal k about is general things that
friends talk about. Wsat's the wife been
up to, how the kids are, what are y'al
doing this weekend, things of that

nat ur e.

' m aski ng what you tal ked about with him
t he nost recent conversation you had,

whi ch you said your best guess was either
yesterday or the day before that or the
day before that. So what did you talk
about ?

It was within this week we di scussed
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Q
A

o » O >» O

t hi ngs.
What did you tal k about?
Tai l gating, LSU and not being allowed to
go -- the tailgating, | think.
What el se?

| don't really renenber, ma'am |[It's

just nonsensical stuff. I'mreally don't
pay attention to a lot of it. [It's just
friendly conversation. | don't keep --

it's nothing major. It's nothing |I keep

track of. About COVID and mask-wearing
and just general topics |ike that. Just
gossip stuff that we tal k about.

Did you tal k about the depositions?

No, ma'am | never spoke to himabout a
deposition. | think, | do renenber a
conversation, not this past week, but we
did have a conversation about an upconi ng
deposition that he was | ooking forward
to. Yes, ma'am

That he was | ooking forward to?

Yeah. Yes, ma' am

You know why he didn't show?

| had no idea he didn't show

Do you know where he |ives?
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Q

| know he built a new house out in
Central .

Have you been to it, sir?
l'"msorry, ma' anf

Have you been to it?

| have been to his house. Yes, nm'am

How many tinmes have you been to his house

in Central ?

| would say probably three tines maybe,
If I had to guess.

Wien was the last tinme you went to his
house in Central ?

It was a few weeks back if | renenber.
few weeks. |'mnot sure of the exact
tinme.

VWho el se was t here?

| was there, ny wwfe was there, of course

Charlie and his wife and child, ny kids

were there, Jason Starnes was there, and

Ashl ey, Hunter | think was there at this

time, his wife, Monica, their daughter,

Any, maybe Josh, | think their parents,

sone kids fromthe nei ghborhood, | think.

| can't renenber anybody el se.

Who is Ashl ey?
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Ashley is Jason Starnes's w fe.

Does she al so work for the state?
She does. She works at the office of
not or vehi cl es.

Who is Hunter?

Hunter Ginmes, he works for the
departnent al so.

What does he do?

He is an investigator for the departnent.

| nvesti gati ng what ?

| think he does, he just recently
transferred. | Dbelieve Hunter now does
crimnal warrant services, stuff |ike
t hat .

And he transferred from where?

| think he was in sonething called ISS,
which is intelligence.

And then you said Any; who's Any?

Ay Juneau, she's also an investigator.
| think she does |ike sex crines and
stuff, child trafficking.

Any Juneau?

Yes, ma' am

J- U N E- A U?

That sounds right.
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And who is Josh?

That' s her husband.

Is he wth the state?

No, ma' am

So this was a party; is that right?
Yes, ma'am

What was it cel ebrating?

| don't renenber, ma'am | don't believe
it was cel ebrating any -- | don't
remenber. | was just there. | just
cane.

Can you tell nme if you and/or anyone at
the party discussed M. Braxton in any
f ashi on?

No, ma'am | did not discuss M. Braxton
I n any fashion nor did | hear anybody
di scussi ng M. Braxton.

How about the depositions?

['"'msorry; what's that?

How about the depositions?

What do you nean, how about the
depositions?

Did anybody at this party talk about the
depositions that were com ng up?

No, ma'am Nobody tal ked about any
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deposi tions.

You said you and M. Dupuy tal ked about
his deposition; right?

On a phone call. Yes, na'am

Tell nme what you renenber; what did he
say?

He said he had a deposition com ng up,
when is yours? | think that's when we
have to go. | said | don't know, |'m
going Friday. So it was before today, so
It was two days ago. And that was the
| ast | heard. And | think he said
sonething to the effect of | haven't got
anything yet. | mght check with Fl oyd.
That was it.

FIl oyd Fal con?

Yes, ma' am

Jason Starnes, did you talk to himabout
hi s deposition?

No, ma' am

Before or after his deposition, sir?

| didn't even know he had given a
deposition, ma' am

When was the last tinme you talked to M.

St ar nes?
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| was in Lake Charles and | got a phone

call fromhimwhen | was working the tine

during the storm | think that was a
Saturday or Sunday. | don't know for
sure, |ike two weeks ago. Wen did the

stormhit?

And what did you tal k about?

He asked ne what was goi ng on down there,
what was happeni ng, what am | worKki ng,
| i ke (inaudible). Wat's going on with
the catering and the food and the cooking
with the guys and that's all if |
remenber right.

Are you and M. Starnes friends, too?

| would say we're friends. Yes, nma' am

How | ong have you been friends?

About the sane tine when | got to -- |
first met hi mwhen | got to headquarters.
When | cane over there. He was ny
Li eutenant. | was his Sergeant.

Who does M. Dupuy work for?

| don't know for sure, nma'am

You have no idea who your friend works
for, sir?

He says he's sone kind of safety
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consultant. | don't know who he works
for. | thought he had his own busi ness
to be quite honest with you.

You what ?

| thought he had his own business.

Have you ever been there?

No, nma'am

Has he ever told you where it is?

No, nma'am

Has he interacted with folks at State
Police in conjunction wth his safety
consul tant busi ness?

He hasn't interacted with ne. That's a
guestion | guess you' ve got to ask him
Do you know what he consults about wth
respect to safety?

No, nma' am

Have you asked him this person, your
friend, anything about what he does for a
l'iving?

He's retired. | don't think he really
does anyt hi ng.

When did he retire?

| can't renenber that date or tinme when

he retired.
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My question originally was, you have not
asked this person, your friend, anything
about what he does as a safety
consul tant ?

No, nma' am

Sitting here today, you have no i dea what
your friend does as a safety consultant?

| think they go get, safety consultants
generally | ook at crashes and consult on
safety.

s that a guess on your part?

Yes, ma'am |It's a guess.

Then let's not guess. [|f you don't know,
tell me | don't know what ny friend does.
["'mfine with that.

| know he does sonething with safety
consul ti ng.

Who is Derrell WIlians or Durrell
Wlliams? |'mgoing to spell it. |
think it's, isit DEERRE-L-L WIIlians?

Yes, ma'am Derrell, he's a good friend
of m ne al so.

And how | ong has he been a good friend of
your s?

Me and Derrell go way back, since | was
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at Troop C we've known each ot her.
Do you know who Thurman Ml ler is,
Thur nond?
Yes, ma'am | know who Thurnond is.
Who is he?
Thurnmond is a trooper that works in
Al exandria, Louisiana, in that area.
Did he ever work at headquarters?

He was assigned at headquarters to work

for a short tine. Yes, nmn'am  Thur nond.

Do you renenber when?

| cannot renenber exactly the dates and
times. No, ma'am

M. WIIlianms, what does he do these days?
He is a captain over the EEOCC crisis
response.

That's at headquarters?

Yes, nma'am

How | ong has he been at headquarters?

| don't know. He's been here for a

while. | know he had left Troop Cto

take a job at headquarters now, training.

Do you know who M. A iphant is?
Yes, nmm' am

Who i s he?
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He's the |ieutenant col onel over patrol
currently.

Is he al so at headquarters?

Yes, ma'am | guess. That's where his
office is?

What do you nean you guess? Do you know
or do you not know?

That's where the |ieutenant col onel's

of fices are but they changed things so
there are statew de conmmands so |' m not
sure where their offices are consi dered
to be.

Have you seen him at headquarters, sir?

What's that nma' anf

Have you seen him at headquarters, sir?
| cannot recall. Maybe once or tw ce at
the nost |'ve see himat headquarters.

When was the last tinme you talked to
Derrell WIIlians?

When was the last tine | talked to
Derrell WIIlians?

Yes.

Just now when | was coming into this

of fice.

Where i s he?
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| think he's in the | obby, | think.

Sir, where did you talk to hin? | nean
where, wait, that was what, thirty
m nutes ago? Were was he?

W're in the office of legal affairs,
ma' am at headquarters, waiting to give
our depositions.

Ckay. And who did you and he talk to
while you were in the | obby besides each
ot her?

We saw each other and we said hello.

He's waiting for his deposition, | cane
I nto m ne.

Is he outside the door where you are
right now, sir?

There is no place outside. | don't think
so, mMma'am You want ne to go check?

Sir, this is not anmusenent. This is a
deposition and | really do not appreciate
your attitude. |'msinply asking
questions that you're here obligated to
answer. You can either answer ny
guestions or | can recess this thing and
we'll go talk to the judge about your

attitude. It's a sinple question?
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Yes, ma'am | apol ogize. You're asking
me a question | don't know the answer to

Then say that --

| nmean, | can, the door's right here
behind nme, | can open the door and see if
that's where he is but | don't think
that's where he is.

Sir, again, |I'mjust asking questions.

If you don't know say | don't know, but |
don't need attitude.

| apologize, ma'am | do not know.

So, you saw himin the | obby, was anybody
el se present when you and he tal ked?

No, ma' am

Did you guys talk to M. Falcon at all?
No, ma'am \Wat do you nean by at all,

| i ke right now? He wasn't with us or
around ne just now. | don't understand
what you' re asking.

Al right. Ddyou and M. WIllians talk
to M. Falcon today?

We did not until M. Falcon entered the
roomjust now | talked to him | can't

speak for M. WIIlians.
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kay. Sir, with respect to M. WIIians,
did you know he was giving a deposition
t oday before you saw himin the | obby?

Yes, nma' am

And how di d you know t hat ?

| was told that | would have ny
deposition, | think and Derrell would
have his after m ne.

You were told that by whonf

It m ght have been M. Falcon. | think I
got it in aletter nowthat | think about
it. There's a letter that he sent us a
| etter and that's where | renenber
reading it.

From Fl oyd Fal con?

Yes, ma'am

What was in that letter from M. Fal con
to you?

He asked ne, he called ne a while back
and said hey, Jill wants to depose you
and Derrell. She wants to know if we
want to, if you want to send in a
subpoena or are you just gonna go. |
said well I'"'mgoing to go. I'magoing to

talk to her. And he said I'll -- go

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com



© 00 N oo o A~ wWw N PP

N N D DN DN P P PR R
o A~ W N P O © 00 N O O W N — O

RODNEY HYATT

09/25/2020
Page 37

ahead.

MR FALCON:

He responded to your request
to neet to say he would cone
w t hout a deposition. He and
Derrell, | called both of them at
your request. | did not call the
ot her peopl e who have not showed
up because you didn't ask ne to.
| woul d probably have been happy
to do that as a favor to you.
M5. CRAFT:

And M. Fal con, that request
was - -
MR FALCON:

As a favor to you.
M5. CRAFT:

M. Fal con, that request was
to all counsel. | thought M.
Mayeaux represents State Police,

not you. That's why |I'm asking.

BY Ms. CRAFT:

Q

So, sir, am|l correct that the request
for your deposition canme from M. Fal con,

not fromM. Myeaux; is that right?
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The departnent al so called ne and asked

me to appear for this deposition also.
Did you and M. WIllians tal k about what

you knew with respect to M. Braxton?

About the depositions?

About what you knew with respect to M.

Br axt on?

What do you nean, what we knew?

Have you and M. WIIlians tal ked about

M. Braxton at all?

| mean, would M. Braxton have ever cone
up in conversation with nme and M.
Wllianms? | don't knowif |'ve ever
specifically talked to Derrell about M.
Braxton, to be honest wth you. Have we
t al ked about M. Braxton before, has he

cone up in conversation? Yes, nma' am

Q GCkay. tell ne about that.

It woul d have been when everythi ng was
going on with the news story. | think we
tal ked about him the event that had
happened concerning a trooper, Trooper
Li nebaugh, | believe. | think that's the
only tinme that |'ve ever heard M.

Braxton's nanme cone up.
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Q | need you to tell ne about those
situations, sir. Like when, what was
said, what y'all discussed?

A If | can renenber correctly, there was an
I nci dent that happened with Trooper
Li nebaugh. | think he had arrested M.
Braxton's daughter for DW and because of
that, we had heard that M. Braxton was
attenpting to renpove that trooper or
puni sh that trooper because he arrested
hi s daughter and he shoul d' ve known
better than to do that because M.
Braxton was sitting on the State Police

Comm ssi on.

Q You heard that from who?

A Miltiple troopers.

Q Good. Tell nme each one.

A | couldn't tell you the nanes of
everybody who may have said sonet hi ng.
It was gossip and runor over everything.

Q | want to know who you renenber hearing

t hat fronf
A M am | couldn't tell you exactly who |
remenber hearing that from It was

mul tiple people that were tal king about
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It and discussing it. | would say that |
do renenber maybe Chris Wight also
comenting on it because he is fromthat
ar ea.

Have you talked to M. Wight lately?

No, nma' am

Who el se?

| don't renenber all of them

How about M. Qi phant?

| did talk to M. diphant. That's
correct.

What did y'all tal k about?

When | found out that we had a
conmi ssi oner on the comm ssion that was
attenpting to punish or renove a trooper,
| was very concerned about that. But
beyond that, | don't believe in runor
mlls to be quite honest with you.

That's why | didn't pay attention to the
peopl e who were sayi ng anything. Soneone
told nme that M. Braxton had directly
contacted Captain diphant and demanded
he nove that trooper or even nove himto
New Orl eans to pretty nuch teach hima

| esson or out the parish lights. That's
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what | heard, so | called Captain
Adiphant to hear if that was true or not.

Q GCkay. And then what?

A Captain Aiphant said it was true that
M. Braxton did to that sone degree. |
can't renenber the exact conversation but
to sone degree, that was the gist of it,
that M. Braxton was upset because his
daughter was arrested for DW by
Li nebaugh and he wanted to see Li nebaugh
puni shed because of that. And there was
sonet hi ng about a saying or a statenent
that if nothing was going to happen to
Li nebaugh, then Linebaugh better nake
sure he never cones before ne at the
State Police Comm ssion, which was very,
very concer ni ng.

Q Ckay. So, what did you do about it?

A | didn't do anything about it. What do
you nean?

Q Wien you renenber hearing about this or
you contacting M. diphant, was it right
around the time of the arrest, which was
-- 1'"1l tell you, around Decenber of 2015

or later?
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Q

A

Q

| don't renmenber the exact tinme or date,
ma'am | just renenber being concerned
about having a sitting conm ssioner on
the comm ssion trying to or attenpting to
renove a trooper fromhis job for doing
his job and then sonmewhat threatening him
i n a manner of he better hope he never
has to cone before ne. | just found that
disturbing and | don't believe in -- |
called the captain directly to have a
conversation with himto see if that was
true.

kay. Wen you had the conversation with
M. diphant, you were not in M.
diphant's chain of command; is that
right?

| was -- no, ma'am | was not in M.

A iphant's chain of conmand.

So his comuni cation to you about what he
clains M. Braxton said to himhad
nothing to do with official police
busi ness. That was just you calling him
because you don't trade in runors; is
that right?

MR MAYEAUX:
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(hject to the form

BY M5. CRAFT:

Q
A

You can answer it.

Yes, ma'am | just called himto hear
what the captain had to say because it's
ny understandi ng that he had direct
correspondence with M. Braxton.

And you don't renenber where that was in
relation to Decenber of 20157

No, ma'am | don't renenber the date.

You were not perform ng any investigative
functions of this allegation involving
M. Braxton when M. diphant told you
this information; is that correct?

No, ma'am | was not performng any type
of -- 1 was trying to hear gossip and
clarify any runors. Yes, m'am

You said that the gossip was all over
headquarters; is that right?

| didn't knowif | said all over
headquarters. | said several troopers
were tal king about it. It was enough to
rai se concerns to troopers that we had a
sitting conm ssioner threatening another

trooper or trying to use his power to
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nove anot her trooper fromhis parish or
fromhis job. That's what we heard was
concer ni ng.

Q You can't tell ne the nanes of anybody
that tal ked to you about that?

A M'am it was so long ago, ma'am |
didn't think twce about it. |
apol ogi ze.

Q Wit a mnute. Let ne see if | have this
straight. It was a big concern but you

didn't think twice about it?

A No, ma' am Not after | learned the truth
about it. | was |like that's fine wth
me.

Q Wiat's fine with you? That you, as
you' ve said this grave concern about
alleging that ny client sonmehow
threatened a trooper? Once you talked to
M. diphant, all of a sudden it wasn't a
concern anynore; is that what you're
telling nme?

A That's not what |'m saying.

Q \Wat are you saying, sir?

A I'msaying that |I'mhere to answer any

guestions you have. It wasn't concerning

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com



© 00 N oo o A~ wWw N PP

N N D DN DN P P PR R
o A~ W N P O © 00 N O O W N — O

RODNEY HYATT

09/25/2020
Page 45

>

to me after | discussed it with Captain
d i phant over the matter. It was done.

What was done?

My satisfaction of hearing what had
happened.

So as a |law enforcenent officer, did you
think that there was sone action that
needed to be taken?

Yes, ma'am Absolutely. There had to be
sonme action that needed to be taken for
sonething like that. Yes, ma'am |
t hi nk so.

Wel | how cone none were?

"' mnot sure | understand what you nean,
none were.

Let nme ask you sonething, sir. | know
t hat when you becone a trooper, you take
an oath; don't you?

Yes, ma' am

And | also know, at |east as | understand
it, you are a trooper 24/7 whether you're
on duty or off; right?

Yes, ma' am

And | also know that as a trooper, if you

are aware of a crinme, you are obligated
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to act; aren't you, sir?

A \Wat crine?

Q DdIl mss sonething or did you tell ne
that M. diphant said that M. Braxton
was attenpting to use his position to
threaten or to punish M. Linebaugh for
arresting his daughter for DW; that
ain'"t acrine, sir?

MR MAYEAUX:
hject to the form

BY Ms. CRAFT:

Q You can answer it.

A Personally, the way | viewit, | don't
think it's a crine.

Q Ckay, so then what was the problenf
VWhat's the concern if you didn't think it
was a crine? Wat's the problenf

A Because you have a conm ssioner that sits

on the State Police Comm ssion. He
supposed to be inpartial when he cones
and judges other troopers. That's the
concern. And now you have a trooper that
did sonething, his job, and now he may be
puni shed for it at a later date and tine

I f he ever has to go before the
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conm ssion. That's what's concerning to
nme.

kay. So, you didn't think that anything
M. Braxton had done was a crine. It
just caused you concern that he m ght not
be inpartial where M. Linebaugh woul d be
concerned down the road; is that what
you're telling ne?

That's partly what I'mtelling you. Yes,
ma' am

What el se are you telling ne?

I"'mtelling you that's a concern because
conmi ssioners sit on a State Police
Comm ssion and to utilize his authority
In that manner and try to nove a trooper
out of his position.

Aside from M. diphant, did you ever
verify anything M. diphant was telling
you?

| talked to the source.

You talked to M. diphant. You never
talked to M. Braxton, did you?

No, ma' am

So, aside fromyour conversation with M.

A i phant where he told you these things
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about M. Braxton, did you ever verify it

I n any ot her fashion?

No, ma' am

So am | correct that, for exanple, M.

d i phant says one thing happened and |
can tell you M. Braxton says that's
false. Are you aware of any ot her

I nformati on one way or the other to

verify whether it's true or fal se?

No, mfaiam Only that | believe in M.

d i phant.

kay. And when M. diphant comuni cat ed

this information to you, you were not
I nvestigating it, you were not in his
chain of command, you had nothing to do
with it. You were just curious; is that

right?

Concerned. Yes, nm'am

kay. And so after you talked to M.

d i phant according to you and he
confirmed what you were hearing in terns
of runors at headquarters, your concern

evapor ated or what?

No. Absolutely not, ma'am

So, then what did you do with this
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concern that you possessed, sir?
| want to say that we probably had sone
board neetings fromthe LSTA to di scuss

our concerns.

You probably had sone board neetings or

you had sone board neetings?

We had sone board neetings. | couldn't

tell you the exact tines or dates for
t hose board neetings but we had sone
board neetings to discuss all of our
concerns about the actions of M.

Br axt on. Yes, ma' am

When did you begin serving on the LSTA

board, sir?

| can't renmenber that either but it's

when | was at headquarters, probably a
few years -- it was after | was pronoted
to Lieutenant, for sure. So maybe two
years after | was -- 2012 nmaybe, if | had

t o guess.

And how | ong have you served on the LSTA

boar d?
I"'mstill onit now, ma'am Current.
Prior to you being on the board, did you

have any position with LSTA?
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A | served as vice president for the board
of the Troop C affiliate when | was
younger and then | may have served, |
can't renenber if | was an officer or not
I n headquarters. | don't think | was.
No, | wasn't.

Q Sir, did you ever serve, and that was
going to be ny question, as the president
at headquarters for LSTA -- the LSTA, the
headquarter affiliate?

A Yes, nma' am

Q Was that after you arrived at
headquarters?

A Yes, ma'am After | arrived up at
headquarters | was pronoted to
Li eutenant, like | said, in 2010 and it

was probably two years or so after that,

that | started serving. | can't renenber
the exact tine. It nmay have been | onger
than that. | don't know for sure.

Q Wio else served on the board with you
when there were discussions -- of the
LSTA board with you -- when there were
di scussi ons about Cal vin Braxton?

A Ma'am | cannot renmenber that. | woul d
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say definitely Christopher Wight, Jay
Aucoi n probably.
Who?

Jay Aucoi n.

Ckay.

Hackl ey WIlis.

Who?

Hackley Wllis, Hack Wllis. | can't
remenber all of them m'am | don't
remenber who -- people conme on and peopl e

cone off. So | don't renenber who was on
at that particular tine.

How about who was the executive director
of LSTA at that tine?

Davi d Young.

David Young. |'msounding it out for our
court reporter. And tell nme what
conversations were had anong the LSTA
board nenbers regardi ng Cal vin Braxton?

That he was trying to use his power as a
comm ssi oner to nove Linebaugh, who had
arrested his daughter for DW and that
t hey had heard that Linebaugh -- he
wasn't going to nove Linebaugh and if

Li nebaugh ever cane before him he'd
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better watch out. He'd better be
careful. Sonething to that effect. So
t hr eat eni ng Li nebaugh in that manner was
di scussed and tal ked about. Those ki nd
of things were all tal ked about.

What el se? You said those kinds of
things. Again, I'mnot a big fan of
catch-alls. | need you to tell ne what
you renenber.

The two things that | just nentioned, the
trying to nove himand threatening by
hi m

Sir, did you ever see an incident report
that M. diphant prepared?

Yes.

Did you see two incident reports that M.
d i phant prepared?

| cannot recall seeing two incident
reports. No, ma'am

Whi ch one do you renenber seeing?

| don't really renmenber it at all, seeing
it. | just renenber, | don't renenber
seeing, | don't renenber what was on it.

Wll, let's see if we can get you there.

Do you have the exhibits in front of you,
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sir?
MR, MAYEAUX:

| do. Which do you want?
M5. CRAFT:

I"'mthinking it's 23 but
not, | don't -- no, it's 24, |
believe, which | think is an
email fromM. diphant to M.
Reeves dated June 6th with an
i nci dent report. Is that what
you have, guys?

A Yes. This is what | have in front of ne
says Exhibit 24.

BY MS. CRAFT:

Q And at the top of it, it says subnmtted
for your review, is that correct?

A Yes, nma'am

Q And then right behind it it's an incident
report; is that right, sir? Sir, the
first page only has one line on it so |
didn't know where you were scanning
unl ess you' ve got sonething different
fromme. AmIl right? The first page in
t he docunent you're | ooking at only has

one line, submtted for your review?

I''m
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A Yes, ma'am well, yeah. That's what it
says.

Q Right. So, | was wondering why you were
scanning it for an inordinate period of
time. The second page is an incident
report that has a date in the upper
ri ght-hand corner, Decenber 5, 2015. You
have seen this docunent or sone version
of it before; is that correct?

A | can say that | think that | renmenber
seeing sonething. Yes, na'am Sone type
of thing like this. Yes, ma'am

Q Sir, are you aware of the LSTA nmaking
communi cations with State Police to have
State Police prepare an affidavit as it
related to M. Braxton?

A  No, maam | don't believe |I renenber
t hat .

Q Do you renenber there being sone sort of
di scussi on about having M. d i phant
prepare a report and then LSTA would do a
public records request for that report?

A No, mm"am | can't recall that either.

Q D d that happen, sir? D d LSTA submt a

public records request for a report
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relating to this alleged incident?

If it did, I would not have know edge of
it.

But you certainly wouldn't dispute M.
Young; would you?

No, | don't know. | don't know if he did
or not.

That wasn't part of any of the
di scussions that you had about M.
Braxton in the board neetings about sone
| dea about let's get themto wite a
report or if they wite a report then
we'll make a public records request for
I t; never happened?

No, ma'am | don't renenber any kind of
di scussions to that effect.

So as far as you're concerned, that never
happened; is that right, sir?

No, ma'am | just can't renenber any
di scussions to that effect.

So, how did you cone to get a copy of or
see this docunent that's contained in
Exhi bit 24 or a version of it? How did
you get this incident report?

What was di scussed was a letter being
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drafted to the governor's office over our
concerns for M. Braxton's actions on the
board because | believe we were told per
constitution or per how the rules are set
up, | believe the governor can conpletely
renove board menbers.

Who's the 'we'?

["'msorry. Wat's that?

You said '"we' were told. Wo's the "we'?
It was discussed in a neeting. | would
guess that our attorneys would have told
us this.

What ki nd of neeting?

A board neeting, an LSTA board neeti ng.

Is that how you saw a copy of this
I nci dent report?

| don't renmenber entirely, ma'am To be
quite honest with you.

Do you know how the witing of this
report cane about approxi mately six
nonths after the alleged event?

No, ma'am | do not.

You tell nme, sir, in your career with the
state police, when have you ever waited

six nonths to wite an incident report
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about an incident?

A M'am if you're trying to say that it's
unusual, it's not. The troopers have to
wite incident reports quite often and
frequently. And sonetines, after they
| earn about what the incident is or as
the trooper wite incident report, so |
nmean, the tinefranme you' re talking about,
six nonths, in ny opinion wuld not be
t hat unusual .

Q \Well great, sir. |[|'mjust asking your
situation. So, I'mgoing to object to
you agai n bei ng non-responsive. M
guestion to you was when in your career
have you ever waited six nonths to wite
an incident report about an incident?

A | have never waited six nonths to wite
an incident report about a personal
i ncident that | have been in.

Q Ckay. Sir, with respect to other
officers, you are aware, are you not,
that officers have been disciplined for
not tinely preparing and turning in
I nci dent reports; right?

VR. MAYEAUX:
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(hject to the form
BY Ms. CRAFT:
Q You can answer it.
A I'mnot aware of that. No, nma'am
Q Do you know who asked M. diphant to
wite this report?

A No, ma' am | do not.

Q D d you hear anything about who asked M.

AQiphant to wite this report?

A No, ma' am

Q D d you hear anyone at LSTA during these

board di scussi ons nentioning why don't we

get Aiphant to wite a report about
anything like that?
A No, ma'am

Q Sir, can you tell nme why, if you know,

there was a six-nonth delay between the
all eged incident and the witing of this

I ncident report? |If you know. If you

don't, tell nme | don't know.

A | don't know, ma' am

Q Was that at all discussed at LSTA, the

fact that there was over a six-nonth

del ay between the alleged incident and

when the report was actually witten?
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Ma'am | don't know anythi ng about this.
We never discussed the report.
But you saw it; right?

| saw sonething to this effect. Yes,

ma' am | believe these details Iin it.
Yes, ma'am | think it was attached to a
| etter.

And there were discussions at the LSTA
board about contacting the governor and
provi di ng the governor with this
I nformati on about M. Braxton; right?

Yes, ma' am

Several discussions about that; am|
correct?

| would say it was discussed. Yes,
ma' am

And at any point in those discussions,
di d anybody ever nention the fact that
gee, the incident report was witten
al nost six nonths after the alleged
I nci dent ?

Ma'am the only thing that we really
di scussed was a letter going to the
governor's office, as ny recollection is

a letter going to the governor's office
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concerning M. Braxton's actions. That's
all I renmenber.

And the purpose of that letter was to
secure M. Braxton's renoval fromthe
board; is that right? Because | think you
said you |l earned only the governor could
renmove M. Braxton; right?

O discipline or do anything with the
board. That's correct. Yes, ma'am The
governor is responsible for taking the
action.

The what ?

The governor is responsible for taking
t he action.

And the action that the LSTA was seeking
was getting M. Braxton off the board or
puni shed; isn't that correct?

Maki ng hi manswer for his comrents that
he nade agai nst the trooper and then
using his power to try to renove a
trooper. Yes, it's very concerning.

Assum ng all of that is true; right?

Yes, ma' am

Got it. Sir, after that letter was sent

to the governor, can you tell ne whether
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or not it was also, a copy of it was
communi cated to the nedi a?

No, na'am

Was there discussion anong the LSTA board
menbers about providing information or
the allegations against M. Braxton to
t he nedi a, whether before or after the
| etter was sent to the governor?

Ma' am nobody has ever tal ked about
sendi ng anything to the nedia. | can
never recall a conversation |like that.

So, that never happened according to you,
sir?

That's never happened according to ne.
Yes, nma'am

Do you know i f anyone with LSTA or
associated with LSTA contacted Lee Zurik
at WWUE in New Ol eans?

No, ma'am | do not know if anybody has
ever done that. | never heard a runor of
anybody ever doing that.

Have you ever tal ked to hinf

To who?

M. Zurik?

Not about this.
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Well, you were a PIQ, sir. So |I'm
guessing in your area you would have
interacted with WUE; is that right?

Yes, ma'am | never spoke to himas a
Pl O

Do you have his cell phone nunber?

No ma'am | do not.

Who in the nedia at W/WE did you have
comruni cati ons with when you were a Pl O?

Most of ny people are gone, ma'am |
can't renenber all of ny people. Most of
-- the way | dealt with it at Troop C was
nostly Houma, so it was a | ocal Houma
station called HTV. That's who | really
dealt wwth. New Oleans had a PIO, so
they dealt with New Ol eans. Baton Rouge
had theirs. | was for Troop C and even
t hough the New Ol eans stations covered
our stories, they never cane as far as to
Troop C for the nost part. | think we
had a serial killer and they didn't even
really cover that.

So, your sworn testinony is you' ve never
spoken, even when you were a PIOin

Houma, with anyone at WUE?
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Ma'am | don't renenber. | don't know if
| ever officially spoke in sone way to
the radio station, | nean the news

station that held those synbol s that

you're calling out. | don't know.
| didn't say officially, sir. | said at
any tine.

| don't know, ma'am officially or at any
time. | can't recall those nunbers or
those letters that you keep repeating to
me. | don't know.

Do you know i f anyone affiliated wth
State Police spoke to anyone at WUE
about M. Braxton?

No, ma'am | do not.

Did you hear anything about that?

No, ma'am | have not.

Are you aware of a second incident report
that M. diphant created?

No, ma'am |'m not aware of that.

In front of you, sir, if you could flip
to Exhibit 20. You have it in front of
you, sSir?

Yes, ma'am | have Exhibit 20.

By the way, are you Facebook friends wth
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M. diphant?

Yes, mm'am

How | ong have you been Facebook friends
wth M. diphant?

| cannot renenber that date or tine now.
| don't know.

Do you recall a Facebook posting that M.
diphant put up referring to M. Braxton?

| recall a Facebook post he put up. He
never named anybody's nane in it.

But you knew who he was tal ki ng about;
didn't you, sir?

Ma'am | can say it was very concerning
what he was saying in there, in his
Facebook post. | was very concerned for
himwhen | read it.

Ri ght. And you understood he was talking
about M. Braxton; isn't that right?

No, ma'am | did not know who he was
t al ki ng about.

kay. Again, this tinme you were very
concerned again. Did you call M.

A i phant and ask hi m about his Facebook
posti ng?

No, ma' am | did not.
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So, that concern wasn't as significant as
the first tinme when you did call him is
that right?

No, ma'am | just chose not to call him

Have you ever tal ked to himabout the
Facebook posting?

No, ma'am | don't renenber ever talking
to hi mabout a Facebook posting.

That Facebook posting, sir. Have you
ever tal ked to himabout that Facebook
posti ng?

No, ma'am | don't renenber ever talking
to hi mabout that Facebook posti ng.

Looki ng at Exhibit nunber 20, there's an
I ncident report attached to it with a
date of February 21st, 2018. First of
all, have you ever seen that incident
report or any version of it before today?

Ma'am | do not ever renenber -- |'ve
never seen this before.

Today. You've never seen it before
t oday?

No, ma' am

Did you hear anything at all about there

bei ng sone accusation that M. Braxton
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m ght have been involved in sone sort of
murder twenty-five years ago?

No, ma' am

Did you ever hear anything about M.
Braxt on maybe being involved in sone sort
of crinme involving sonme woman that they
claimhe had an affair wth?

No, nma' am

Did you ever hear anything about M.

A i phant having concerns that M. Braxton
was trying to intimdate hinf

Ma'am | have never heard of any of this
in this thing.

Public intimdationis acrine; is it
not, sir?

Public intimdation? Yes, nma'am

Troop B is where?

It is in Alexandria, Louisiana.

Did M. diphant ever express any
concerns that you heard about that he

t hought M. Braxton m ght harm hin?

No, nma'am

Did M. diphant ever express any
concerns that he thought that Calvin

Braxton m ght cone after himor had sone
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I ssues with him anything Iike that?
To nme, not that | can renenber.
| was limting it to you. |[|'mjust
asking if you ever heard about that?
|'ve never heard of that. No, ma'am

The letter that was sent to the governor,

the first letter. D d you review that on

the LSTA board before it went out?
| renmenber seeing the letter. | don't
know if | reviewed it before it went out
but | do renenber reviewng a letter
know ng that we were going to send the
| etter to the governor's office. Yes,
ma' am
That was with the approval of the
Loui siana State Troopers Association; is
that correct?
It woul d have been with the approval of
the board in nmy opinion. Yes, na'am
Can you tell nme if there was any contact
bet ween the LSTA and the governor's
office after that first letter was sent?
| would not know besides -- the letter
itself, right?
Yeah.
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A No, | don't recall.

Q Can you tell ne whether or not that first
| etter was given to the nedia?

A M am nobody gives anything to the
nmedia. | can prom se you that -- from
us. There is a big thing about not
sharing stuff with the nedia.

Q Are you speaking for LSTA or are you
tal ki ng about State Police?

A I'mtal king about when we're in LSTA
neetings, that neeting is anpbngst us and
what ever we have to do for the troopers
and | don't know of anybody -- no one's
ever sat there in a neeting and said can
we give this to the nedia. W need to do
this, we need to do that. W try to
handl e all of our business internally as
possi bl e.

Q So, you're telling ne after the June 2nd,
2016 letter was sent to the governor,
not hi ng happened; the LSTA letter, the
first one?

A | don't know, ma'am | don't remenber if
anyt hi ng happened or didn't happen.

Q Wat did you guys at LSTA tal k about
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after that first letter was sent by you
guys?

| don't know if we tal ked about anyt hi ng
at all. | don't ever renenber talking
about any day after that.

A second letter was sent June 19th, 2017;
isn't that right?

| would have to see it. | don't renenber
whol eheartedly what the second |l etter was
sent and what is said.

Sir, do you renenber the LSTA approving
the sending of the second letter in 2017,
including the first letter from June of
2016 and the incident report; do you
remenber that?

Yes. | believe, if I'mthinking
correctly, there was tal k about a second
| etter being sent. Yes, nm'am

kay, tell nme what you renenber about
t hat .

| think sonme troopers still had sone
concern that no action was taken as far
as we didn't get a response, | believe,
fromthe governor's office and then a

second | etter was sent.
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Q So you guys waited over a year to send
the second letter?

A | guess so. Yes, na'am

Q So tell ne what the discussion was at
LSTA about gee, it's been a year. |
mean, what was your di scussion about LSTA
sendi ng the second letter?

A That the governor's offices are generally
busy. These things take tine. W
understand all that. Investigations or
anything takes tine so | didn't know what
the governor's office was doing. None of
us did. We just knew that nothing had
happened and | think it was tal ked about
and maybe approved to send a foll ow up
letter.

Q It was in fact approved by the LSTA to
send the June 19, 2017 letter encl osing
the July 11th, 2016 letter and the
I ncident report; is that right?

A | don't renenber if that's exactly
everything that you just said |like that
but | do remenber there was tal k about
there was no action taken and what can we

do. | think that's when the decision to
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Q

send a second letter was.

Let's talk about that, sir. At the sane
time, correct ne if I'mwong, in June of
2017, there was an issue at the State
Pol i ce Conm ssion regarding illegal
donations by LSTA to politicians; am!|

ri ght?

There was a conplaint. Yes, na'am

And before the second letter was sent on

June 19, 2017 to the governor, as |
understand it, a conplaint had been filed
agai nst the LSTA with the board of

ethics; right?

There was a conplaint filed with the

board of ethics and an ethics

I nvestigation. Yes, na'am

As | understand it, the ethics board

confirmed an order in January of 2017
requiring the State Troopers Associ ati on,
LSTA, and M. Young to pay a civil
penalty; is that right?

Yes, ma'am

And finding that M. Young had viol ated

state law, is that right?

That's what they said.
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And finding that the LSTA had viol at ed
state law, isn't that correct?

| don't renenber that.

Look at Exhibit 12, sir.

| don't have Exhibit 12.

I"'mreferring your attention to page nine
of twelve in Exhibit 12; do you see that,
sir?

' m 1 ooking at an order of decree right
NOw.

In the second paragraph, do you see the
part where it says "it is further
ordered, adjudged and decreed that LSTA
violated LA RS 18:1505. 2A(1) by naki ng
contributions totaling $17,500 to John
Bel | Edwards and ot hers;" do you see
t hat ?

Yes, nma'am

That's a finding that the State Troopers
Associ ation agreed to; aml right?

| guess, nm'am

You know that's true, sir, because you
guys net about it; didn't you?

Yes, ma'am W voted to go ahead and

accept this instead of appealing it.
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Q

A

Q

A
Q

A

So, when you voted to accept it at the
LSTA, you understood that the LSTA was
admtting to violating the law, right?

We understood it to be David Young had
violated the aw. That's what we
understood it --

Let's flip to the | ast page, sir. Page
twelve of twelve of this exhibit. This
| ooks | i ke approved and agreed as to form
and content. And it says, "Before ne,

t he undersigned notary public in the
pari sh of East Baton Rouge, State of
Loui si ana, personally cane and appeared
the Louisiana State Troopers Associ ation,
LSTA, through its duly authorized agent,
who executed this docunent and in the
presence of the witnesses." Do you see
t hat ?

Yes, ma' am

And am | correct that the LSTA voted to
approve and agree to the formand the
content of the consent order, including
the order and decree that we just read;
right?

Yes, ma' am It's what we did.
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Q M question was sinply, you understood
that the LSTA voted to accept the finding
that it violated the law, right?

A No, ma'am That's not what | said. For

me, | did not realize, to be honest with
you, that LSTA -- | never did, | never
heard of this. | thought David Young was

the one that was found and that we were
payi ng that thing because it was just
cheaper to do that than to appeal this.

Q So are you honestly telling nme today is
the first tinme you' ve seen the order and
decree that finds that LSTA viol ated
state | aw; you never saw that before?

A  Yes, mmam |It's the first tinme | ever
see this.

Q So when you guys net as a board at LSTA
to discuss agreeing to this consent
order, you guys never saw the proposed
consent order?

A | can't speak for everybody el se but |
can tell you right now that | was unaware
that we were paying this fine for this.
That may be a m sunderstanding on ny part

but I"mjust telling you that |I was
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unaware of this.

Q So sitting here today, are you telling ne
under oath that LSTA did not violate the
| aw as reflected in Exhibit 127

MR, MAYEAUX:
bject to the form

BY MS. CRAFT:

Q You can answer.

A M personal opinion, no. W did not.
That's just ny personal opinion but I'm
not a judge. | would have rather seen
this go to the appellate court but there
was a financial decision that had to be
made and it was nade.

Q Again, sir, is it nmy understanding
correctly that you're telling nme that the
LSTA never agreed that it violated the
| aw as reflected in Exhibit 127

MR MAYEAUX:
(hject to the form

BY M5. CRAFT:

Q You can answer.

A I'msaying not ne. | can't speak on

behal f of all the LSTA nenbers and what

their opinionis to stuff. | can tel
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you based on ny know edge of the case and
based on everything | know, | don't think
we did. Yes, ma'am That's correct. At
| east sonme of us on that board woul d
rat her have seen it fought to the bitter
end but the problemw th that is that you
have to make a financial decision and a
financi al decision was nmade. | realize,
| thought it was for David Young to be
quite honest with you. Now that you say
that, maybe | amrealizing or renenbering
It was both of us. | don't renenber just
by seeing these it's shocking to ne and
now | ' mseeing it, so.
Did you guys at LSTA keep any m nutes of
your neetings?
"' msure we did.
Sir, you sat through these neetings.
When you guys convene at the next one,
don't you approve the mnutes fromthe
one before?
Yes, ma' am
So where are those? Wiere are those
kept ?

| don't know. |'m assum ng the LSTA
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of fice.

And in those m nutes, do you renenber
approving the mnutes for the neeting
where you guys approved executing this
consent order?

| woul d renenber them approving m nutes.
Yes, ma'am You are naking an assunption
that | probably woul d' ve read them

So you just vote to approve things, sir?

| base ny decision on what | renenber
fromthe neetings. Yes, nma'am

Got it. So what el se do you renenber
about the neetings, plural, regarding the
ethics conplaint that was fil ed agai nst
LSTA and M. Young?

VWhat about the ethics conplaint?

What do you renenber about the neetings,
the LSTA neetings that were held
regardi ng ethics conplaint filed agai nst
LSTA and M. Young?

What do | renenber about the ethics
conplaint that was fil ed agai nst the LSTA
and M. Young?

No, sir. \Wat do you renenber about the
LSTA neetings that were held regarding
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the ethics conplaint filed against LSTA
and M. Young?

A Wat | renenber about the ethics
conplaint that was filed was that there
was a concern about how t he noney was
transferred from David Young maki ng the
donation and then being reinbursed for
t hat donati on.

Q Do you know how the conplaint nmade its
way to the ethics conmm ssion?

A It was ny understanding that the
conplaint nade its way to the ethics
conmmi ssion fromsone retired troopers,
ma' am

Q D d you know that the Louisiana State
Pol i ce Comm ssion was al so investigating
the prohibited political donations?

A Yes, ma'am There was a set of state
troopers who had filed a conplaint with
them Yes, ma'am

Q Wth the State Police Conm ssion?

>

Yes, ma'am
Q And Ms. Derbonne was the then executive
director of the State Police Conm ssion;

is that right?
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Yes, ma' am

Did you understand that M. Braxton was
on the State Police Comm ssion at that
time; is that right?

If you say so, ma'am Yes, ma'am

And you understood that M. Braxton was
in favor of the State Police Conmi ssion
I nvestigating the violation of law as it
related to the political donations;
didn't you?

No, ma'am | don't renenber all that.

But you certainly knew Ms. Derbonne was;
right?

| certainly renmenber Ms. Derbonne was the
executive director |ike you just asked
me. Yes, ma'am

You knew that the comm ssion was about to
rel ease a report; did you not?

They did release a report, ma'am |
thought it was they had an attorney cone
I n and conduct an investigation and |
t hought | renenbered hi mreadi ng sone of
It in a neeting at one tine.

Sir, you were attending the State Police

Commi ssion neetings, weren't you at that
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time in 20177

Yes, ma'am | think | renmenber being in
t here.

Wiy were you attending those neetings in
20177

It was part of ny job, | believe, ma' am
W attended those neetings in operational
devel opnent.

It was part of your job in operational
devel opnent to attend the State Police
Commi ssi on neetings?

Yes, ma'am We handled all of those kind
of affairs for the departnent. Yes,
ma' am

Who el se fromstate police was attending
t he Comm ssion neetings in 2017 with you?

Sonetines it may have been Jason Starnes.

He was in operational devel opnent at that

time, | think. | f he was, he woul d have
at t ended. | know Robert Burns soneti mes
at t ended.

Robert Burns?
Yeah. He nmmy have been after the fact,
t hough, after all this. | know he serves

i n Qperational Devel opnent now.
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Q
A

Ckay. Wo el se?

Maybe Frank Besson, maybe.

Spell that, please?

F-R-A-N-K, B-E-S-S-ON.

Were there any other state troopers
attendi ng the neetings that you attended
in 2017 of the State Police Conmm ssion?

They were consi dered open neetings. They
were on the conpound so a | ot of the

troopers would cone to them | can't

renenber all of them ma'am There woul d

peopl e in the audi ence.

Tell me sonme of the troopers you do

renmenber attendi ng sone of those neetings

in 2017.
| can't tell you the date. | can tel
you the troopers | renenber attending
neetings. | don't know the specific
date. | can tell you over ny history of
going to the neetings who | renenber
attending, if that's okay. You want ne
to answer that?
That was the question | asked?

You specifically said 2017. | just want

to preface that it nmay have been outside,
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before or after.

Q kay.

A

| remenber Jay Aucoin, he sits in those
nmeetings. He'd cone to the neetings.

woul d renenber who would attend a State

Pol i ce Conmm ssion neetings also, a |lot of

t he board nmenbers. Sone board nenbers
woul d attend occasionally. Not all the
time but occasionally. Like | said, it
just depended on what was before the
Commi ssion at that point in time. Like

If it concerned pay or sonething |ike

t hat, obviously you'd have nore troopers

t hat woul d show nore concern for it and
go to it.

Did you know whet her or not there was an
I nstance where there was a concern that
M. Braxton would not go along wth pay
rai ses for state troopers?

|'ve never heard that, ma'am

Do you renenber an occasi on where you
wer e having breakfast with Durrell
Wl lianms and Cathy Derbonne at State
Pol i ce Headquarters?

" mnot sure, ma' am
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And Thurnmond M|l er?

| cannot renmenber that.

Do you recall neking a statenent, you
and/or M. WIIlianms, sonething about
they're going to get Calvin and his
fam ly?

No, ma'am No one's ever nade that
st at enent .

kay. So, you don't renenber you ever
sayi ng anything |ike that and you don't
remenber M. WIlIlians ever saying
anything like that; is that right?

That's correct. | don't renenber any
person ever saying they're going to get
sonebody, especially M. Braxton and his
famly. Never have | ever heard that.

Did you hear words like that, |ike
they're not happy with Calvin, sonebody's
not happy with Calvin; anything |ike
t hat ?

No, ma' am

Do you recall having breakfast wth Cathy
Der bonne and Thurnond M|l er and Durrel
WIllianms where there was a di scussion

about Cal vin Braxton voting against a

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com



© 00 N oo o A~ wWw N PP

N N D DN DN P P PR R
o A~ W N P O © 00 N O O W N — O

RODNEY HYATT

09/25/2020
Page 84

>

rai se?

No, na'am

Is that a recollection or is that an
assurance |like hey, Jill, it never
happened?

| don't ever renenber talking about
soneone not voting for a raise. | don't
ever renenber that conversation ever
happeni ng.

Do you renenber M. MIller at any tine

ever nmaking a comment about people

needing to calmdown as it related to M.

Br axt on?

No, ma'am | don't remenber that.

Were fol ks at LSTA upset with M.

Br axt on?

" msorry, who?

Fol ks at LSTA, were they upset with M.
Br axt on?

s the question were fol ks at LSTA upset
with M. Braxton?

Yes, that's ny question.

No, ma'am | don't renenber anybody
bei ng upset with him | think everybody

was nore concerned about his actions,
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ma' am than anything el se.

And whi ch actions were those?

Trying to renove a trooper fromhis
position and transferring himout of the
pari sh and threatening if he ever cane
before the board.

Those concerns were discussed at LSTA
meetings; is that right?

Yes, ma'am

M. diphant, did he ever attend LSTA
meeti ngs?

Not that | ever renenber.

The source of the information being
di scussed at the LSTA neetings, would it
be fair to say that would be M.

A i phant ?

| would think M. diphant, M.
Li nebaugh. Yes.

Did M. Linebaugh ever share these
concerns with anyone affiliated wth
LSTA?

If he did, it would have been probably
Chris Wight. That was his affiliate
presi dent.

s that a guess on your part, sir, or
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anyt hing that you know?

A | just can't renenber every single buddy,
I f that makes any sense, that he woul d
have talked to. |'mjust making a guess
that it would probably have been Chris
Wight. Chris Wight's the one | think,
now that we're tal king about it, is the
one | renmenber who kind of brought up the
I ssue with us at the board.

Q And then you certainly shared the
communi cations that M. diphant had with
you to the LSTA; isn't that right?

A Absolutely. Yeah, | would have cone back
and said that. Yes, ma' am

Q Wien M. diphant comuni cated that
i nformation to you, he didn't tell you it
was confidential or anything else; right?

A No, ma'am W had a conversation and he
verified basically everything that |
al ready heard, though. So it was just a
verification of what was being sai d.

Q D d you understand the conversation
between M. Braxton and M. Qi phant was
only between the two of them isn't that

right?
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A Cenerally a conversation between two
people is just between the two of them
Yes, ma'am

Q I'masking in this case. You understood
t hat what ever communi cations transpired
were solely between M. Braxton and M.
Aiphant; isn't that right?

A | don't knowif | understand your
guestion. | want to answer it best | can
but if like, if I'mhaving a conversation
wth two people and then conversation is
bet ween those two people, is that what
you' re aski ng?

Q Wuat I'masking and this is really not
hard. What |I'masking is the allegation
that Calvin Braxton tried to use his
position on the Conm ssion and naybe
tried to do sonething to Oficer
Li nebaugh, you understood that that
conversation about that stuff had only
t aken place between M. diphant and M.
Braxton. There was no other witness to
t hose di scussions; aml right?

A Yes, nma' am

Q GCkay. Then am| correct, this talk at
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headquarters and then the discussions at
LSTA with the accusations involving M.

Braxton could have only cone, as far as

you know, fromeither M. Qdiphant or M.

Braxton; isn't that right?

A The information that's being shared, |
don't know. And what | nean by that is
heard it fromlike, Chris Wight was
saying it, so did he have a conversation
with Qiphant? | don't know. Did he
have a conversation w th Linebaugh, I'm
assumng he did. So, that's what |'m
basing it on is that there were several
conversations about the event happening.
A conversation with diphant occurred to
verify that those events were actually
true and then that's where we're at
t oday.

Q But you understood that M. Linebaugh
never spoke to M. Braxton; isn't that
right?

A | don't know that, ma'am | would assune
t hat he woul d never have. Yes, that's
correct.

Q Wth respect to the Facebook posting, is
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It your testinony that you had no idea
that the Facebook posting in any way
referred to M. Braxton?

A \Wat are you asking? You're asking can |
make an assunption that it referred to
M. Braxton? When | read the Facebook
post, | could tell you |I was concerned
about M. QA phant.

Q You have deposition Exhibit nunber 1 in
front of you, sir?

A Nunber one?

MR, MAYEAUX:
Counsel, nunber 17
MS. CRAFT:
Yes.
A Yes, I'mlooking at nunber 1 right now,

ma' am

BY Ms. CRAFT:

Q Look at the last page, sir. This is the
d i phant Facebook posting that we' ve been
tal king about; is that right?

A Yes, ma'am Now, | renenber it nuch nore
clearly nowthat I'mreading it. Yes,
ma' am

Q Good. And is it your sworn testinony

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com



© 00 N oo o A~ wWw N PP

N N D DN DN P P PR R
o A~ W N P O © 00 N O O W N — O

RODNEY HYATT

09/25/2020
Page 90

A

Q

A

Q

that in reading this Facebook report, you
in no way think it involves M. Braxton?

No, ma'am Now that | read it, | would
make the assunption that it involves M.
Br axt on, yes.

And you woul d nake that assunption based
on, for exanple, where he says, over the
second, third line, "However, over the
| ast few nonths, |'ve been subjected to
personal attacks purely due to an ethical
decision | made in Decenber of 2015.
During that time | refused to succunb to
threats and intimdation froma | ocal
Nat chi t oches busi nessman whose daught er
was arrested by an officer under ny
command."” That's why you nake that
assunption; correct?

No, ma'am | nmke the assunption based
on me know ng the facts and circunstances
to that statenent. So yes, ma'am Had |
not known those facts and circunstances,
| would not have known that. But now
that | see that.

Let's see if we can ferret that out.

Thi s Facebook posting was in 2018; isn't
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that correct?

| don't know, ma'am [|f you say so. |
can't see the date on there.

By 2018, sir, correct ne if |I'm w ong,
the LSTA had authorized and sent two
| etters to the governor. One in 2016 and
t he second one in June of 2017 about M.
Braxton; isn't that right?

There was letters sent. Yes, ma'am |
don't renenber the tinefrane but yes,
ma'am there were two letters sent.

And you know the second letter from 2017
ended up on television; right?

You're breaking up a little bit but |
think you said the second letter ended up
on television; is that what you said?

Yes, sir. Yes.

| don't renenber that.

By 2018, M. Braxton was already off the
comm ssion; isn't that right?

| don't renenber that either, m'am |
don't know his tinmefrane.

But you knew with the sending of the
second letter, the goal was to get M.

Braxton renoved fromthat conm ssion
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and/ or punished; isn't that right?

The goal was to refer it to the governor
for his appropriate action. Yes, na'am

And that appropriate action would have
been renoving M. Braxton and/or
puni shing him isn't that correct?

If that's what the governor deened the
appropriate action then yes, that would
have been.

And when M. Braxton left the Comm ssion,
you are aware that there were press
reports about himl eaving the Conm ssion;
isn't that right?

| renenber a news story. Yes, na'am

And you renenber in that news story, them
tal ki ng about the allegation that he had
sonehow engaged in intimdation in
Decenber of 2015; right? The sane
I nci dent .

| don't know if that's what | renenber
about the news story. VWat | renenber
about the news story was he had sent a
request via email to Cathy Derbonne to
fix a ticket and told anot her outside

agency that he had sone -- he got or

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com



© 00 N oo o A~ wWw N PP

N N D DN DN P P PR R
o A~ W N P O © 00 N O O W N — O

RODNEY HYATT

09/25/2020
Page 93

sonebody got or sonething -- and he sent
a request to get a ticket fixed and she
sent a letter to that agency. That's
what | renenber about the news story.

Q So, you don't renenber any of the news
stories as it related to the LSTA letters
to the governor; nothing?

A No, | don't renenber that part of it. |
just renmenber that was the thing that
stuck out in ny mnd. That's the only
thing I really remenber. | renmenber
there was a news story and it was
sonet hi ng about ticket fixing. That's
all | renmenber.

Q You don't renenber any of the news
stories about the accusation that M.
Braxt on engaged in sone sort of
intimdation as it related to his
daughter's arrest; you don't renenber any
of that?

A | can't recall, ma'am |If | saw the
story, it would probably bring back sone
menory or sonething but on the top of ny
mnd, | do not recall that.

Q Is it your sworn testinony, sir, that
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there was never a discussion at LSTA
about M. Braxton attenpting to have
tickets fixed?

Ma'am the first tinme | ever heard about
that was | think on the news story, is
the first time | ever heard that.

There was never a public records request
I ssued to the State Police Comm ssion
t hat you saw asking for conmuni cations
between M. Braxton and Ms. Derbonne?

| don't renmenber ever talking about
sonething like that. No, ma'am

My question was you never saw any public
records request asking for communi cations
bet ween Ms. Derbonne and M. Braxton?

| never saw the public records request
asking for, yeah. Yes, nma'am | never
saw t hat .

And no human being talked to you about an
all egation involving M. Braxton and Ms.
Der bonne in sone sort of ticket fixing
you said, until you saw it on the news;
do | have that right?

| cannot renenber ever discussing that.

Yes, ma'am
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Q
A

Q

And that's true with anybody at LSTA?
Nobody ever said anythi ng about that?

| cannot renenber anybody tal ki ng about
t hat .

Were you aware Ms. Derbonne was going to
be proposed for renoval as Executive

Di rector?
["mtrying to renenber if | heard runors
of that. | don't think so. | think |
just renmenber being shocked at what was
goi ng on at the conmm ssion neeting. |

t hi nk that was the nost shocking thing
then, is when we truly, truly | earned
about that kind of stuff, vyes.

What kind of stuff?

That she was being renoved over, | don't
know i f soneone sai d sonet hi ng about not

being truthful in her testinony or

sonething. | don't renenber the whole
thing. It was sonething to that effect,
nothing really cane out of it. | was

trying to figure out what happened. All

| know is she was very upset and she had

| eft, she ended up resigning.

Sir, are you telling nme that you were

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com



© 00 N oo o A~ wWw N PP

N N D DN DN P P PR R
o A~ W N P O © 00 N O O W N — O

RODNEY HYATT

09/25/2020
Page 96

unawar e of any discussions wth anyone at
LSTA prior to that neeting about Cathy
Der bonne bei ng renoved; that never
happened?

A M'am I'mtelling you | don't renmenber
anybody tal ki ng about her renoval LSTA-
W se.

Q Well, how about State Police-w se?

A | can't recall that. | can't recal
anybody saying that she has to go or we
have to get rid of her, to the effect
that she has to -- trying to get rid of
her. | can't ever recall that. | don't

remenber anybody tal ki ng about that.

Q Wo's TJ Doss?

A W is who? TJ Doss?

Q  Uh-huh.

A He was on the conmm ssion. | think he was
actually chairman at one tinme. | think

he was involved in an incident where he
was even at the conm ssion, a trooper up
in north Loui siana.

Q D d you ever have any conversations with
M. Doss about either Ms. Derbonne or M.

Br axt on?
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| can't renmenber fully. W may have had
di scussions but I'mtelling you right
now, | don't renenber ever specifically
tal ki ng about these issues with him

| didn't say about these issues. M
guestion was very general. D d you ever
have any di scussions with M. Doss about
either Ms. Derbonne or M. Braxton?

He used to cone to the conventions and |
remenber himtal ki ng about Ms. Derbonne
I n the convention so yeah, we woul d,
yeabh.

What do you renenber him sayi ng about Ms.
Der bonne at the conventions?

That we're | ooking at testing stuff. It
was nothing, | don't renenber him saying
anyt hing negative at the convention about
her. It was just about testing and
things Iike that.

What about testing?

A l ot of troopers conpl ai ned about
testing. It was probably the biggest
conplaint we have in state police is the
pronotional tests and howit's

adm ni stered and the questions on it.
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Things like that. Troopers al ways want ed
to change sonething with it.

What was M. Doss sayi ng about M.

Der bonne at the conventions?

That the Commission is working on it and
Cat hy Derbonne, in |ooking at getting
better testing for us.

Anyt hi ng el se?

That's what | can renenber right now,
ma' am

At the neeting that Cathy Derbonne
resi gned, do you renenber M. WIIians,
Durrell WIIlians being there, too?

No, ma'am | don't.

Did you know anyt hi ng about who had
invited the press to that neeting? The
one where Ms. Derbonne resigned?

No, ma'am | did not.

Did you recogni ze any of the nenbers of
the nmedi a present at that neeting?

Until you said it, | don't even renenber
them being there to be honest with you.
| don't.

Now, sir, | just want to be clear. You

are testifying that you never heard
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anybody say anything about trying to
renove Calvin fromthe Conm ssion or
trying to do sonmething to Calvin or his
famly; is that right?

said | never renenbered anybody saying
anyt hi ng about getting Calvin or getting
his famly; that's correct. That's what
"' msaying. | never, ever heard anything

i ke that.

Did you ever hear anything about getting

Cal vin or having Calvin renoved fromthe

Conmm ssi on?

Wth there being discussions as to what

t he governor can do? Yes, ma'am Those
di scussions were had. The possibility of
what the governor could do. The governor
coul d punish himor the governor could

renove, yes. Those were tal ked about.

Those were LSTA conversations; is that

right?

Yes, ma'am

My second question is, is it your

testinony that you never heard anybody
make any comments about doi ng sonet hi ng

to Calvin or doing sonmething to his
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famly?

A Never heard that, ever.

Q If we could take a short break. Let ne
confer wwth ny client and we'll be right
back.

(Of the record.)

BY MS. CRAFT:

Q Sir, during our break, who did you talk
to?

A | didn't talk to nobody, ma'am | went

and got ne a water.

Q GCkay. Do you renenber there being any
di scussi ons about the resignation of
t hree conm ssi on nenbers?

A A discussion with -- who were the
nmenbers; what do you nean?

Q Do you renenber three conm ssion nenbers
| eaving the Conmm ssion because they had
made political donations?

A Yes, nma' am

Q Do you renenber there being any
di scussions with LSTA fol ks or at a LSTA
conventi on about those three conm ssion
menbers | eaving the Conm ssion?

A No, ma'am | don't renenber anything
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i ke that.

Do you renenber the LSTA convention in
Laf ayette in June of 20167

| don't renenber that. Do we have
conventions in Lafayette? Yes, nma' am
But |I don't renenber.

Do you renenber M. Doss ever saying that
Cat hy Derbonne had caused the resignation
of three conm ssion nenbers?

No, ma'am | don't remenber that.

We talked a little bit about M. Dupuy.
Can you tell ne whether or not there was
sone i ssue about M. Dupuy and bei ng
appointed to a position of deputy
superi nt endent ?

VWhat do you nean, ma'anf? It being, there
was an issue with him being appointed as
deputy superintendent ?

Yes.

No, ma'am There was no issue with him
bei ng appoi nted as a deputy
superi nt endent.

Do you know i f sonebody raised an issue
about his appointnent to deputy

superi nt endent ?
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They can raise any issue they want. It's
an appoi ntnment to deputy superintendent,
ma' am

Do you know if Ms. Derbonne and/or M.
Braxton rai sed an i ssue about M. Dupuy's
appoi ntnent to deputy superintendent?

|'ve never heard of that, no ma'am

Were you aware of either Ms. Derbonne or
M. Braxton raising an issue about the
appoi ntnent of M. Starnes to an interim
undersecretary position?

| do renmenber sonething, their concern
about creating a position, yes, ma'am
for a colonel, another col onel position
because the board has to do that and they
di d.

' They' being M. Braxton and Ms. Derbonne
had an issue about M. Starnes being
appointed to the interi mundersecretary
position; isn't that correct?

| renmenber the board having, yeah, they
had sone di scussion on that but | thought
t hey approved that because he is and he
al ways was.

Well, actually sir, wasn't the issue he
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was appointed in that interimcapacity
before the State Police Conm ssion
actually approved it; wasn't that the
probl enf?

Yes, ma'am | believe it was sonething

| ike that then they | ater approved it and
that's where he sits today.

And isn't it true that M. Starnes was
not happy about that?

| don't know, ma'am | didn't speak to
M. Starnes about it.

He never talked to you about it?

| don't renenber ever having a
conversation about that. No, ma'am

Do you recall in June of 2016, the
proposed pay plan for state police being
resci nded?

Yes, ma'am | was part of that pay plan.

WAs that as a result of sone objections
by Ms. Derbonne and/or M. Braxton about
the pay plan not being in conpliance with
t he | aw?

Cat hy Derbonne has expressed sone
concerns about the pay plan not being

approved by the current governor, John
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Bel | Edwards, instead of it was approved
by Bobby Ji ndal .

So, as a result of her raising that
| ssue, the pay plan had to be rescinded
and done right; isn't that correct?

The pay plan was rescinded -- a signature
had to be gotten fromthe governor, the
current sitting governor, which he did
and everything was fine.

But everything wasn't fine when it was
initially rescinded; was it, sir?

What do you nean? | nean, there's no
trooper that ever lost pay. | nean, it
was, and people were getting paid the
sane before that. It just went through
and like to nme, | didn't think it -- it
was a formality that she wanted and it
was done.

Sir, at sone point in tinme, you were
under investigation for a trip to Las
Vegas; is that right or no?

Yes, ma' am

When was that, sir?

| can't renenber the tinme. It was |ike

2000 -- was it "16 or '17 -- "16, around
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that tine.

It was in late 2016, early 2017; isn't
that right?

Yes, ma' am

And, sir, were you ever disciplined for
that Las Vegas trip?

Yes, ma'am | was.

When was that?

It was probably a year later, | think, by
the tinme they decided to go ahead and do
the discipline. It was |like 2017 maybe,
sonething |ike that.

Was M. Braxton on the board when you
wer e disciplined?

| don't renenber, ma'am | didn't go
before themat that tine. It was way
| at er before we went before the board.

After M. Braxton was off?

| would assume, ma'am | don't know.

So, you were disciplined, did the board
affirmthe discipline or did they reverse
it or what happened?

No, they still disciplined ne, ma'am It
was 500 hours, | believe, suspension is

what they settled on.
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What do you nean they settled on? Wat
was the original recommendation?

The original recommendati on was denoti on.

And that was the recommendati on by who?

The colonel and the staff. Yes, ma' am

At the insistence of the governor; isn't
that right?

No, ma'am He doesn't control
discipline, ma'am |If he does it's news
to nme and please | et ne know t hat because
|'"d be interested in hearing if that's
So.

Again, |'masking the questions, sir. |If
you don't m nd.

Yes, mm'am

So, then you appeal ed to the board and
then the board reduced it to a 500-hour
suspensi on?

Yeah, if you want to say reduced. |It's
still pretty significant, yes ma'am

How di d you served the 500 hours; have
you?

Yes ma'am | served by tine.

How?

The col onel said that | was to take a
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reduction in pay was what we deci ded on

I nstead of a whol e appeal s process. It
was decided that | would take a reduction
I n pay, not allowed to work any overti ne,
not be available for any increases until
after the cost of 500 hours was

accunul ated, whi ch was sonewhere over a
year |long, ma' am

And during that tine were you able to

t ake your conpensatory | eave tine?

| woul d have been able to take paid tine,
yes, nmm'am

And did you?

| rarely take leave. | probably did take
sone | eave. Yes, ma'am

Who el se was disciplined for the Las
Vegas trip besides you?

Durrell WIIlians but not specifically for
Las Vegas stuff. But yeah, he was

di sci pl i ned.

Anybody el se?

No. Wat do you nean, initially or after
the fact because Thurnond was but he was,
his stuff was just done away wth, he was

reversed. And then Al exander Nezgodi nsky
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was wth us and he was not even, there
was |ike a letter of reprimand, which was
like no discipline at all basically. So
it's not typical --
You're going to have to spell that for
the court reporter. Al exander what?
Nezgodi nsky, he's Russian. W just call
him zZky. Let nme see for the court
reporter. If you don't mnd, |I can | ook
it up maybe if | have it. Hang on.
You' re checking on your cell phone, sir?
If I can. If | have it. Nezgodinsky is
NE-Z-GOD I -NS- K- Y.
M. Hyatt, have you been consistently
enpl oyed by the state the whole tine?
Yes, nma'am
Did you ever | eave and cone back?
No, na'am
Did you ever submt any kind of
retirenent request and then return?
No, nma'am
Do you know if M. Nezgodi nsky did that?
No, ma' am
So you got 500 hours of tinme. D d you

have a prior disciplinary history?
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No, nma' am

Can you tell ne who, if anyone, you heard
make any negative comments about Calvin
Braxt on ot her than what you've identified
I n your deposition today?

What was the question, ma'anf

Who, if anyone, you heard nake any
negati ve coments about Cal vin Braxton
ot her than what you've testified to
t oday?

All 1'"mhearing is who was.

Can you tell nme who nade any negative
coments about Cal vin Braxton other than
what you've testified to today?

No, na'am

There's no one el se you can think of?

| don't -- what do you consider, I|ike,
negative comment. | never heard anybody
say anything negative about M. Braxton
ot her than rai se concerns about actions
that he has undergone. That's it.

O her than the discussions you identified
at LSTA about that, the conversations you
had with M. diphant and | think you

said Chris Wight may have said sone
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things, is there anyone else affiliated
wth LSTA or the state police that said
anyt hi ng about the allegation regarding

M. Braxton?

A M am | don't renenber anything. No,

ma' am
Q GCkay. That's all | have for now, sir.
The ot her | awers may have sone
guestions. | don't know.
MR FALCON:
| have no questi ons.

VR, OXENHANDLER:

| have a coupl e of questions.

CROSS EXAM NATI ON

BY MR, OXENHANDLER:

Q M. Hyatt, nmy nane is Steve Oxenhandl er.
Good afternoon. | represent Col onel
Aiphant who is here with ne today. 1In a
recent nmenorandumto the court you don't
know about this, but in a recent
menorandumto the court, Ms. Craft on
behal f of Calvin Braxton has clai nmed the
followng. Please listen to this
statenent. "Colonel A iphant received

directives fromthe Louisiana State
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Police and the LSTA through you, Rodney
Hyatt, to wite the June 2nd, 2016

I nci dent report specifically to harm M.
Braxton."” Knowing that's the statenent
that Ms. Craft included in a recent
menor andum did you ever give Col onel

A iphant any directive to wite the June
2nd, 2016 i ncident report?

No, sir.

WWre you ever in a position to give a
directive to Colonel diphant to wite an
| nci dent report?

No, sir.

Does the LSTA have any authority over
Loui si ana state troopers?

No, sir.

Did you give directives for anything to
the Louisiana state troopers on behal f of
t he LSTA?

No, sir.

That' s because the LSTA has no authority
over the Louisiana State Police; do they?

MB. CRAFT:
"' mgoing to object to the

form
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BY MR OXENHANDLER:

Q AmIl correct, sir? You can answer.

A That's correct. W do not have authority
over any trooper.

Q In 2016, were you in a position to act on
behal f of the Louisiana State Police for
t he purpose of directing state troopers
to wite incident reports?

A  No, sir. | was not.

Q D d you ever give a directive of any
nat ure what soever for Colonel diphant to
do anything to harm Cal vin Braxton?

A No, sir. | did not.

Q I'mgoing to swtch subjects here to the
LSTA letters. There was testinony about
the two letters, one in June 2016 and
then -- I"'msorry, July 2016, July 11th
and then one on June 19th of 2017. |
just want to ask you a coupl e of
gquestions about those; okay? Wre you
i nvolved in any manner in the witing of
LSTA's July 11th, 2016 letter to Governor
Edwar ds regardi ng Cal vi n Braxton?

M5. CRAFT:
bj ection. Asked and

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com



© 00 N oo o A~ wWw N PP

N N D DN DN P P PR R
o A~ W N P O © 00 N O O W N — O

RODNEY HYATT

09/25/2020
Page 113

answer ed.

BY MR OXENHANDLER:

Q
A

Q

Go ahead. You can answer.
Can you repeat that?
Yes. Were you involved in any nmanner
wth the witing of the LSTA's July

|l etter, the 2016 letter to Governor
Edwar ds regardi ng Cal vi n Braxton?

MB. CRAFT:
Sane obj ecti on.
| did not wite the letter or have i nput

on the witing of the letter.

BY MR OXENHANDLER:

Q

To your know edge, did Col onel 4 i phant
have any invol venent with the drafting or
the witing of LSTA's July 11th, 2016
| etter to Governor Edwards?

No, sir. It's ny understanding that our
attorney drafted that letter.

Were you involved -- and ny | ast
question, set of questions, were you
I nvolved in any manner with the witing
of the LSTA's June 19th, 2017 letter, the
second letter to Governor Edwards

regardi ng Cal vin Braxton?
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M5. CRAFT:
Asked and answer ed.

A No, sir.

BY MR, OXENHANDLER:

Q To your know edge, did Colonel diphant
have any involvenent with the drafting or
witing of the LSTA's June 19th, 2017
| etter to Governor Edwards?

A No, sir. | do not know that he had any
know edge.

Q Thank you. Those are the only questions
| have. Thank you, sir.

MS. CRAFT:

Anybody el se?
MR MAYEAUX:

No, not ne.
RE- DI RECT

BY MS. CRAFT:

Q M. Hyatt, | have a couple of follow ups.
You did tell us, did you not, that the
LSTA board approved both the witing and
sendi ng of the July 2016 and June 2017
| etters to the governor; isn't that

right?
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A The first letter | can tell you that we
woul d have di scussed and approved it.
The second one | cannot renenber but that
sounds |ike the formality that would have
happened. It would have been di scussed.

Q You told us unequivocally, at least with
the first letter, that that was
definitely approved by the LSTA board to
send to the governor; isn't that right?

A | think that's what | just said. If |
m sspoke, | apol ogi ze. But yes, ma'am
The first letter was di scussed and then
sent to the governor. The second letter
| cannot really recall but it sounds |ike
t hat woul d have happened if anot her
| etter was sent out possibly, that would
have been di scussed.

Q In fact, what you told us was the
governor hadn't done anything in a year
so that's why LSTA decided to send the
second letter; do you renenber that?

A That nakes sense, yes.

Q And then you were asked a question about
M. diphant having any invol venent wth

the first and the second letter; do you
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remenber that?
| was asked if M. diphant had any
i nvol venment with the first and the second
letter?
Yes.
No, | don't renenber that, being asked
t hat question, ma' am - -
| think M. Oxenhandl er just asked you

t hat questi on.

Ch, | thought you neant you asked ne the
questi on.
No, sir.

Yes, ma'am Yeah, he just asked if M.
A i phant had anything to do with those
two letters. Yes, ma'am

| just want to nake sure we're clear and
your answer was no; right?

Not to ny know edge he didn't have
anything to do with LSTA letters, right,
t hat woul d've went to the governor.
That's what you're asking?

"' mjust asking about your question you
asked, sir.

Ckay.

But it's true, is it not, that M.
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Aiphant's alleged incident report that
he wote sonetine in June of 2016 was
i ncluded with both letters sent to the
governor; isn't that right?
| only renmenber sonething with a letter.
If it was the first or the second, |
don't renenber. If it was both, | don't
remenber. | renenber seeing sone type of
report in a letter. Yes, ma' am
And you knew that was M. QA iphant's
report; isn't that right?
Yes, ma' am
So, your testinony that you gave to M.
Oxenhandl er about M. diphant had no
I nvol verent with the letter that went to
the governor, that's not entirely
accurate; is it, sir?
MR OXENHANDLER:
bjection. That's entirely
accurate. You're
m scharacterizing his testinony
to fit your spurious restatenent
of what | asked him
M5. CRAFT:

Thank you for your comrentary,
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M. Oxenhandler. [|'m assum ng
that's an objection.
MR OXENHANDLER:
You' re wel cone --
M5. CRAFT:
As to form
MR, OXENHANDLER:

It was.

BY Ms. CRAFT:

Q

A

Q

Sir, it is not accurate to say that M.

d i phant had no invol venent with the

I nformati on conmuni cated to the governor
in '16 and '17; isn't that right? That's
not accurate.

| would disagree with you on that, nma'am
sinply by stating that the question was
did he have any involvenent in the
witing of the letter. And to ny

knowl edge he did not have any invol venent
to the witing of that letter. Qur
attorney would have. Qur attorney woul d
have had i nvol venent in the
correspondence wth the governor's
office, not M. diphant.

Right, but M. diphant's involvenent was
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the inclusion of the incident report that
he aut hored about ny client in June of
2016; isn't that right?
MR, OXENHANDLER:
(bj ection --
MR FALCON:
bj ection, form and
argunentati ve.

M5. CRAFT:

That's fine. I'mstill asking

BY Ms. CRAFT:

Q Isn't that right, sir?

A M am | don't believe your |ogic on that
fits that. You're saying soneone's
I nvol ved because sonet hing that they
wrote outside of sonething. That's |ike
saying if sonmeone wites a book and
soneone goes and commts a nurder based
on the book, then they're at fault. |
don't believe in that circular logic |ike
t hat .

Q Sir, the incident report that M.
A i phant wote was included in the two

comruni cations with the governor; isn't
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> O

that right?

Yes, mm'am

So under those circunstances, the
statenents that M. A iphant nmade in that
I nci dent report were at |east published
to and republished to the governor of
this state; isn't that correct?

That's a correct on that question, yes,
ma' am according to what you just said.

The basis of the LSTA letters that were
sent to the governor was the information
that M. diphant put in that incident
report he wote about ny client; isn't
that right?

The basis of the letters that went were
based on M. Braxton's actions and what
he did. Yes, nma'am

As related by M. diphant; isn't that
correct?

Yes, mm'am In the letter.

You nean in his incident report?

The letter sent to the governor's office.
Yes, ma'am Yeah, and which was
attached. Yes, m'am

And that was based on the information
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that M. diphant provided; isn't that
correct?

A Yes, ma'am

Q That's all | have, sir. Thank you.

MR, OXENHANDLER:

| have a followup to that.
MB. CRAFT:

And then |'m going to object
to the re-direct, sir. But go
ahead.

MR OXENHANDLER:

That's fine.

RE- CROSS

BY MR OXENHANDLER:

Q M. Hyatt, do you have any evi dence that
Col onel diphant asked or requested in
any manner that the June 2nd, 2016
i nci dent report be attached to either of
the two |letters the LSTA sent to the
gover nor ?

A No. M understanding is M. diphant
didn't even know |l etters were being sent
to the governor.

Q Thank you. That's all the questions |

have.
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(Wher eupon, the taking of the witness's

testi nony was concl uded at or about 3:29

P.M)
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REPORTER" S P AGE

I, Jennifer Pickett, Certified Court
Reporter, in and for the State of Loui siana,
the officer, as defined in Rule 28 of the
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure and/or
Article 1434(b) of the Loui siana Code of
Cvil Procedure, before whomthis sworn
testi nony was taken, do hereby state on the
record:

That due to the interaction in the
spont aneous di scourse of this proceeding,
dashes (--) have been used to indicate
pauses, changes in thought, and/or talk
overs; that sane is the proper nethod for a
Court Reporter's transcription of
proceedi ng; that the dashes (--) do not
i ndi cate that words or phrases have been
| eft out of this transcript; and that any
wor ds and/ or names which could not be
verified through reference naterial have

been denoted with the phrase "(phonetic)."
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CERTI FI CATI ON
I, Jennifer Pickett, Certified Court
Reporter in and for the State of Loui siana,

Certificate No. 29011, which is current and in
good standing, as the officer before whomthis
testi nony was taken, do hereby certify that the

above and foregoi ng was taken under the
authority of R S. 37:2554; that the foregoing
was taken by the undersi gned as herei nbefore
set forth in the foregoing pages; that it was
reported by ne in the stenonask net hod, was
prepared and transcri bed by ne or under ny
personal direction and supervision, and is a
true and correct transcript to the best of ny
ability and understandi ng; and that | i nfornmed
about the conpl ete arrangenent, financial or
otherwi se, wwth the person or entity making
arrangenents for deposition services; and that
I have acted in conpliance with La. Code of
Cvil Procedure Article 1434; that | am no
actual know edge of any prohi bited enpl oynent
or contractual relationship, direct or

i ndirect, between a court reporting firm and
any party litigant in this matter nor is there
any such rel ationship between nyself and a
party litigant in this natter. | am not
related to counsel or to the parties herein,
and | amin no way concerned wth the outcone
t her eof .

Jenni fer Pickett, C. C R
# 29011
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