
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA 

LAFAYETTE DIVISION 
 
LAFAYETTE CITY-PARISH 
CONSOLIDATED GOVERNMENT *   

* 
VERSUS     * CIVIL ACTION NO: 22-1127 

* 
ST. MARTIN PARISH GOVERNMENT * 
AND UNITED STATES ARMY  * 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS   * 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

 
NOTICE OF REMOVAL 

 
 Pursuant to 28 U.S.C §§ 1441 and 1446 and 28 U.S.C §§ 1331, Defendant, the UNITED 

STATES OF AMERICA (the “United States”), on behalf of the United States Army Corps of 

Engineers (“Army Corps of Engineers”), an agency within the United States Department of 

Defense, removes this action to the United States District Court for the Western District of 

Louisiana, Lafayette Division. In support of this Notice of Removal, the United States represents 

as follows:  

FACTUAL AND PROCEDURAL BACKGROUND 

1. Lafayette City-Parish Consolidated Government (“Petitioner”) commenced this 

civil action in the 15th Judicial District Court, Parish of Lafayette, for the State of Louisiana on 

March 23, 2022. The Petition for Declaratory Judgment (“Petition”) named the United States Army 

Corps of Engineers as a defendant. The state court action is Case No. C-20221498. See Exhibit 

A, Petition.   

2.  The Petition sought a state-court declaratory judgment that Petitioner “complied 

with all lawful regulations, ordinances, rules, procedures and laws” pertaining to construction of a 

spoil bank project; and that “a permit from the United States Army Corps of Engineers was not 

required.”  Id.  
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3. The Army Corps of Engineers was served with the Petition on April 1, 2022.  The 

undersigned counsel was made aware of the state court action on March 28, 2022. However, the 

U.S. Attorney’s Office has not been served.  

GROUNDS FOR REMOVAL 

4.  This action is properly removable under 28 U.S.C. § 1441(a), which provides in 

pertinent part: 

[A]ny civil action brought in a State court of which the district courts 
of the United States have original jurisdiction, may be removed by 
the defendant or the defendants, to the district court of the United 
States for the district and division embracing the place where such 
action is pending. 
 

5. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1331, “[t]he district courts shall have original jurisdiction 

of all civil actions arising under the Constitution, laws, or treaties of the United States.” 

6. This Court has exclusive original jurisdiction of this action which seeks to 

adjudicate a question concerning federal wetlands policy, and specifically the Army Corps of 

Engineers’ regulatory permitting program in which the United States has been granted authority 

under 33 C.F.R. §§ 3258 to issue or deny such permits. 

7. The United States files this Notice of Removal in this court because the 15th Judicial 

District Court, Parish of Lafayette, is a state court within this judicial district and division. 28 

U.S.C. § 98(c); W.D. LR. 77.3. 

ALL OTHER REQUIREMENTS FOR REMOVAL ARE SATISFIED 

8. In addition to demonstrating the jurisdictional grounds for removal, the United 

States has satisfied all other requirements for removal.  

9. In accordance with 28 U.S.C. § 1446(a), copies of all process, pleadings and orders 

served upon the United States are attached hereto. 
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10. In accordance with 28 U.S.C. § 1446(d), the United States will promptly provide 

written notice of the filing of this Notice of Removal to Petitioner and shall file a copy of this 

Notice along with a Notice of Filing of Removal with the Clerk of the 15th Judicial District Court, 

Parish of Lafayette, where this action is currently pending.  

11. This removal is timely under 28 U.S.C.  § 1446(b)(1) because it was filed within 

thirty (30) days of receipt of the initial pleading by the United States.  

12. Nothing in this Notice of Removal shall be interpreted as a waiver or 

relinquishment of rights to assert any defense or affirmative matter, whether pursuant to Federal 

Rule of Civil Procedure 8(c) or Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 12(b). 

13. The United States reserves the right to amend or supplement this Notice of 

Removal. 

 WHEREFORE THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA removes the civil action, 

Lafayette City-Parish Consolidated Government v. St. Martin Parish Government and United 

States Army Corps of Engineers, 15th Judicial District Court, Lafayette Parish, Louisiana, Docket 

No. C-20221498, to the United States District Court for the Western District of Louisiana, 

Lafayette Division, upon the filing of this Notice of Removal.   

    Respectfully submitted, 
       
    BRANDON B. BROWN 
    United States Attorney 
 
    BY s/ Jerry Edwards   
   JERRY EDWARDS (#30242) 
   Assistant United States Attorney 

300 Fannin Street, Suite 3201 
  Shreveport, Louisiana 71101-3068 
   (318) 676-3614 // Fax: (318) 676-3642 
    Email: jerry.edwards@usdoj.gov     
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