
          February 1, 2018 
MR LARRY S. BANKSTON 
BANKSTON & ASSOCIATES 
8708 JEFFERSON HWY STE A 
BATON ROUGE LA  70809-2411 
 
Dear Mr. Bankston: 
 
This letter will serve as a formal response to your letter dated November 30, 2017 seeking written reasons for 
my office’s declining to renew the contract of Bankston and Associates providing legal services to the 
Louisiana Contractor’s Board. 
 
First, as you are aware, my office provided a detailed letter to the Contractor Board’s Executive Director, 
Michael McDuff, dated August 24, 2016 expressing my concerns entailing your felony conviction for accepting 
a bribe while serving as a Louisiana State Senator.  Rather than reiterating those concerns and the foundations 
for them in this letter, I provide a copy of that letter for your review. 
 
Since the date of that letter, several issues have arisen and/or come to my attention, all of which concern me 
greatly regarding your suitability for serving as legal counsel for the Contractor Board, to wit: 
 

 On April 5, 2017, Gov. John Bel Edwards was forced to account for your inappropriate intervention into 
the awarding of Louisiana’s flood relief contract wherein you recommended disqualification of the first-
place and second-place bidder and instead make the third-place bidder, at which your son is or was 
reportedly employed, the heir apparent to be awarded the contract at a cost of over $100 million more 
than the first-place bidder. 
 
Gov. Edwards had to respond to questions from North Carolina Representative Mark Meadows that 
painted Louisiana in a highly-negative light at a time when Louisiana citizens are most dependent upon 
Federal funds to aid in their flood recovery.   
 
Among the questions Meadows asked Gov. Edwards: 
 
1. “Why did you cancel a $250 million flood recovery contract just a few days ago?” 
 
2.  “You cancelled the contract on March 16, 2017 because Mr. Bankston had an opinion that it 
needed to be cancelled?”   
 
3.  “Why did you get rid of that particular vendor because what I understand is that they presented a 
proposal that was going forward but one person, Larry Bankston, said that there was a problem?” 
 
4.  “Does Mr. Bankston’s son work for a competing contractor in that?” 
 



 
You may feel free to view videotape of this testimony by Gov. Edwards at the following URL:  
http://www.soundoffla.com/?p=668.  
 

 I am disturbed by certain quotes you made on FBI wire taps during their investigation of your activities, 
to wit: 
 
A.  10/31/94:  “I don’t want to be involved with people that fucking tape people’s telephone 
calls….The Chief is off in fucking never-never land. 
 
B.  12/28/94:  “My wife is about to choke me.  The worst part, Fred (Goodson) is that my wife is a CPA.  
Nothing worse than a CPA for a wife.” 
 
C.  9/19/94:  “I don’t want to be your lawyer.  You can’t get compensated adequately as a lawyer….I 
can protect you from those guys because of who I am….There are some other people from 
Louisiana that I will need to take care of as a result of what the Chief tells me to do.” 
 
D.  9/30/94:  “We’ll take care of it, everybody that needs to be taken care of.”  [In response to Miller, 
who stated:  I’m telling you that we’re going to do this.  We’re going to give you the 5% and you’re 
going to make the crooked ways straight.”]  “And I’ll, I can do that……That is why this thing has to 
be kept very quiet.” 
 
You may refresh your memories of your quotations at the following URL:  
http://www.soundoffla.com/?p=652.   
 

 Mere months after you were hired by the Louisiana Auctioneer Licensing Board in March of 2012 and 
you being presented with compelling evidence that the Executive Director of that Board, Ms. Sandy 
Edmonds, had been committing payroll fraud, rather than initiating action to correct the fraud and report 
any incidents to law enforcement, your choice of action was to convene an administrative hearing and 
attempt to have that Board initiate disciplinary action against the license of the auctioneer who reported 
the payroll fraud, Robert Burns.  You may view videotape of you conducting this hearing on September 
17, 2012 at the following URL:  http://www.auctioneer-
la.org/problems_robert_burns_91212_payroll.htm.   
 
I will point out that, subsequent to your action, the Louisiana Inspector General conducted its own 
undercover investigation of Ms. Edmonds during for a period of about eight months in 2013 (mere 
months after your attempt at prosecuting Burns as a whistleblower) and issued a written report 
indicating that Ms. Edmonds: 
 
1.  Took a vacation in Orange Beach, Alabama, 
2.  Vacationed for a full week in Disneyworld in Orlando, 
3.  Visited relatives in Kansas, 



4. Went sightseeing in New York,

all white reporting to the Auctioneer Board that she was "on the clock."

Clearly, your judgment was sorely lacking and, as with the incident of April 5, 2017 above, this incident
represented yet another episode in your long-standing tradition of either engaging in corrupt activities
yourself or aiding and abetting corrupt and fraudulent activities on the parts of others, in this case, Ms.
Sandy Edmonds.

Now I realize that your attorney, Ms. Mary Olive Pierson, has stated in her lawsuit that I have "abused my
power" in declining to renew your legal contract. I assert the exact opposite and assert that, while I am
attempting to make a conscientious and prudent decision to protect Louisiana taxpayers, it is indeed you who is
abusing power as demonstrated above and by filing the frivolous lawsuit against me which you have.

At any rate, the lawsuit seeks written reason for me not extending your contract, and I trust you will find that
this letter serves to fulfill that request thereby satisfying the demand of your litigation.

Enclosure: Letter of August 24,2016
to LCB Ex. Director Micahel McDuff
copied to Gov. John Bel Edwards

Sincerely,

Louisiana Attorney General Jeff Landry
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