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STI PULATI ON

It is stipulated and agreed by and between all
parties that the deposition of MONI CA MANZELLA is
her eby bei ng taken under the Louisi ana Code of

Civil Procedure for all purposes.

The wi tness, MONI CA MANZELLA, has the right to
read and sign the deposition; she chooses to
reserve her right. The original is to be retained
by Jill Craft for proper filing wth the derk of
Court.

Al'l objections, except those as to the form of
t he question and the responsiveness of the answer,
are hereby reserved until the tinme of the trial of
t he cause.
x  x x *
Janice Welch, Certified Court Reporter in and
for the State of Louisiana, officiated in

adm ni stering the oath to the w tness.
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Z00M DEPOSI TI ON OF
MONI CA MANZELLA

5940 MAGAZI NE STREET, UNI'T 102

NEW ORLEANS, LOU SI ANA 70115
havi ng been first duly sworn, was exam ned and
testified as foll ows:

EXAM NATI ON
(Deposition commenced at 12:35 p.m)
BY MS. CRAFT:

Q Ms. Manzella, nmy nane is Jill Craft and |
represent Calvin Braxton, who is present and seated
to ny right, in connection with the lawsuit that's
pendi ng in Natchitoches Pari sh.

It's very inportant during the course of
this deposition that you understand what |'m asking
you, and if at anytine you do not, please tell ne
to stop and rephrase it. |It's also inportant, nods
of the head yes or no cannot be taken down by the
court reporter, so you need to answer out | oud.

And ny final instruction is you need, insofar as |
may ask you to spell nanes of places or things, not
to test your spelling, it's just a | ot easier for
our reporter to get those down as we go along. |Is
that fair enough?

A Yes.
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Q Wul d you give ne your full nane and
addr ess, pl ease.
A Moni ca Jean Manzella, 5940 Magazi ne
Street, Unit 102, New Ol eans, Louisiana 70115.
Q Can you wal k nme through your educati onal
background, starting where and when you graduated
hi gh school, please, ma'am
A | graduated from Arch Bi shop Hannan Hi gh

School in May of 1998.

Q | s that Hannon, H a-n-n-o0-n?

A " msorry?

Q H a-n-n-o0-n?

A No, it's Ha-n-n-a-n.

Q Ckay, thank you.

A | attended and graduated from Spring Hill

College in Mbile, Al abama in May of 2002, |
attended and graduated from Loyola University
School of Law in May of 2005, and | graduated -- |
attended and graduated fromthe Naval Postgraduate
School in March of 2016.

Q And tell nme what you studied at the Navel
Post gr aduat e School .

A | received a nmaster's degree in security
studi es.

Q And tell nme what you did after your

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com
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graduation from Loyol a Law School in May of 2005.

A | joined Leake & Andersson as an
associ at e.

Q Spell that, please.

A Leake, L-e-a-k-e, and Andersson,
A-n-d-e-r-s-s-0-n, a defense firmin New Ol eans as
an associate. | then worked as an associ ate at
Burgl ass, B-u-r-g-1l-a-s-s, and Tankersl ey,
T-a-n-k-e-r-s-l1-e-y, as an associate. | then
j oined King, Krebs, K-r-e-b-s, & Jurgens,
J-u-r-g-e-n-s, as an associate. | left briefly to
work for the O eveland Browns and then returned to
New Orleans. | worked in the | aw departnent for
the Gty of New Ol eans, then worked in security as
chief security officer at Entergy in New Ol eans,
and currently work at Ready Responders.

Q Ckay, when did you work for Leake &

Ander sson?

A 2005, after | passed the bar, until

approxi mately the sunmmer of 2007.

Q And why did you | eave thenf?

A | was interested in doing comerci al
litigation.

Q And so you left and went to work for
Bur gl ass?
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A Yes.

Q And when did you start at Burgl ass?

A Sunmer of 2007.

Q Until when?

A February of 2008.

Q Ckay, why so short?

A | wanted to do nore conplex litigation

and the work that | was doing was nore of the
I nsurance defense nature. | wanted to focus ny
practice on nore conmercial type cases.

Q So you went to King, Krebs; is that
correct?

A Correct.

Q And you went there when?

A Begi nning of 2008, | believe it was
February.

Q Until when?

A | was there until approxi mately Novenber
of -- or excuse nme, summer of 2014, | believe.
However, there was a brief stint, | npved to

Cl eveland briefly from February to April of 2010.
Q To do what ?
A Wrk for the Ceveland Browns in salary
cap work and contract negoti ati ons.

Q So why so short?

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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A | was -- | had just gotten divorced and |
wanted to | eave New Orleans, | got a job, went to
Cl eveland. My dad had sone heart problens and |
want ed to conme back hone.
Q So then you returned to King, Krebs; is
that correct?
A Correct.
Q And you renai ned an associ ate throughout ?
A | remai ned an associ ate throughout.

Q So why did you | eave there?

A | was approached about joining the | aw
departnent at the Gty of New Ol eans. A partner
at King, Krebs had | eft and becane head of the
contracts departnent and she recruited ne.

Q So when did you start for the Gty of New
O | eans?

A The sumrer of, | believe, 2014.

Q And you stayed there until you left --

A | apol ogi ze, it may have been 2013. |
woul d have to refer to ny resune.

Q Ckay, and then you went to Entergy, when?

A Entergy was February 2017.

Q So why did you leave the City of New
O | eans?

A So |l was with the city while | was

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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getting ny naster's degree in security studi es and
the opportunity at Entergy was to join the newy
formed chief security office and to actually use ny
degree in security to apply that know edge in
pol i cy worKk.

Q So did you have a break in service
between the City of New Ol eans and Entergy?

A | did not.

Q Ckay. And then now you're with Ready
Responders, when did you start there?

A Novenmber 12, 2018.

Q So you were not with Entergy very | ong;
Is that right?

A That is correct. | was there for about a
year and -- February 2017 to Novenber '18, so a
year and sone odd nont hs.

Q So why did you | eave Entergy?

A Because the -- a couple of friends of
m ne co-founded a nobile health care startup and |
was hired as in-house counsel to do privacy and
security work for the conpany. And furthered ny
experience that canme fromthe master's degree.

Q kay, so that's where you are now at
Ready Responders; is that right?

A Correct.

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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Q And you indicated that you are currently
the i n-house counsel there?

A | amcurrently vice president of |egal
affairs.

Q How many fol ks are enpl oyed wi th Ready
Responder s?

A We had significant gromh as a result of
the pandemc, | believe we're now at about 750
enpl oyees.

Q And to whom do you report at Ready
Responder s?

A St ephani e Noriea, the general counsel.

Q Spell it, please.

A N-o-r-i-e-a.

Q Ckay, at sone point in tinme you served on
the State Police Comm ssion; is that right?

A Correct.

Q Tell me, were you nomnated to your
know edge by soneone or sonething to serve on the
comm ssi on?

A | don't recall that specifically, |
recal |l being appointed by the governor.

Q Ckay, so how did that cone about?

A | filled out the general application for

boards and comm ssions, | believe it was call ed,

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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with Ellen Pal mantier, soneone in her office and
recei ved --

Q Hold on, hold on, let nme stop you. It's
Ellen Pal mantier, P-a-l-ma-n-t-i-e-r?

A | believe that's how she spells it.

Q And | don't nean to stop you, | just want
to try to get these spellings down so she's not
asking ne |ater on who are we tal king about. So |
don't nmean to interrupt you, it's just easier.

A No probl em

Q So you filled out the general application
to serve on any board or any commi ssion; is that
correct?

A Correct.

Q And di d you know anyt hing about the State
Pol i ce Conm ssion at that tine?

A O her than that it existed, no.

Q Did you know anyone who served on the
State Police Comm ssion?

A No.

Q Did you know anyone who worked with the

State Police Conmm ssion?

A No.
Q Did you know any state police officers?
A Yes.
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Q Who?
A | went to school at the Navel
Post gr aduat e School with Rodney Hyatt.
Q Ckay, were you all -- go ahead.
A | met Charlie Dupuy sonetine during the

summer before at a fund raiser.

Q Ckay, Dupuy is D-u-p-u-y and Hyatt is
Hy-a-t-t; is that correct?

A Correct.

Q Ckay, you net Charlie Dupuy at a
fundrai ser you said the summer before, the sumer
bef ore what ?

A The sumer before | was appointed to the

comm ssion, so that woul d have been 2016.

Q And - -

A And | met M ke Ednonson once, as well.

Q Go ahead.

A | met M ke Ednonson in 2016, as well.

Q So when did you fill out the application?
A | don't recall the exact date. Perhaps

the fall of 2016 or |ate sumrer of 2016, | don't
recall when | did that.

Q So was your encounter with M. Dupuy
and/ or M. Ednonson the inprimatur for you to

submt the application?

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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A |"msorry, what was the word that you
used?

Q | mpri mat ur, encouragenent for you to
submt the application.

A No, | had net M ke Ednonson by
happenst ance when | was working with Rodney Hyatt
on his thesis. Per our professor's reconmendati on,
Rodney called ne to help himdo sone editing work
on his thesis. W were having |lunch, M ke Ednonson
happened to be passing by and stopped in and said
hell o, | was introduced.

Q Ckay, so how | ong have you known Robby
Hyatt ?

A Si nce the begi nning of the Naval
Post gr aduat e School course, that woul d be Septenber
of 2014.

Q And were the two of y'all friends?

A W were classmates and we becane friends.

Q Did anybody, M. Hyatt, M. Dupuy or M.
Ednonson suggest to you filling out an application
for serving on a board or comm ssion?

A | recall being made aware that there
woul d be an opening in ny congressional district.
| don't recall there being specific encouragenent,

it was just nade known to ne.

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com




© 00 N oo 0o B~ W DN PP

N D N NDDNMNMNDNN P P P PP P PR
a b~ W N b O © 00 N O O B~ W N - O

MONICA MANZELLA 02/03/2021
Page 15

Q And who was it that nmade it known to you?

A | can't recall the specific individual.

Q Do you renenber if it was one of the
three fol ks, Hyatt, Dupuy or Ednonson?

A | believe, | recall it being Rodney but
-- | believe it was Rodney.

Q And did you know anyt hi ng about the
opening in your district?

A O her than the individual who woul d be
vacating the seat, no.

Q Who was t hat?

A | didn't know the individual that would
be vacating the seat, no.

Q Al right, who was it that was vacating
the seat?

A Bill Goldring.

Q Do you know why M. Goldring was vacati ng
t he seat?

A Not at the time.

Q Do you now know why he vacated the seat?
A Yes.

Q Wy ?

A | believe that there was all egations or

guestions about political contributions and certain

comm ssion nenbers at the tine and certain

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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comm ssion nenbers elected to step down due to
their choice as a result of certain restrictions
put on conm ssion nenbers and what comm ssion
menbers are allowed to do wth regard to political
contri buti ons.

Q You said there were all egations regarding
political contributions, what do you nean by that?

A | was not on the comm ssion or part of
the investigations, so |I'mnot aware of them any
nore than allegations, | was just -- what | was
awar e of.

Q When did you first hear about the
Loui si ana State Troopers Associ ation?

A It woul d have been after | becane a
menber of the conm ssion.

Q You formally becane a nenber of the
comm ssi on when, ma' an?

A | was appointed in Cctober 2016 and | was
sworn in in Novenber of 2016.

Q So tell nme about the first neeting you
attended, do you renenber anything about it?

A | remenber being sworn in, | believe |
signed an oath, | renenber what | was wearing.
don't recall nuch. Honestly, at that neeting there

was little -- very happy to be there and I was

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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trying to take it all in, so | don't renenber
specifics other than that.
Q Do you know at the tine that you were

sworn in, what Robby Hyatt's role was with either

state police -- well, wth state police first.
A No.
Q Did you have any understandi ng at any

time what M. Hyatt's role was wth state police?

A | know that he was above a certain rank,
only because he attended Naval Postgraduate School
and that was a prequalification for |aw enforcenent
officers to qualify for -- to apply for school.

Q O her than attending the Naval
Post gr aduat e Acadeny, did you have any affiliation
with any branch of mlitary?

A No.

Q So how did you hear about that place?

A When | was working for the city | did
contracts for New Ol eans EMS, and the chief of
EM5, Carl Flores, F-l1-0-r-e-s, had said, you know,
| see you're interested in public safety and
security, there's this great course, if you are a
gover nnent al enpl oyee you qualify for a full
schol arship, it's sponsored by The Center for

Honel and Defense & Security through the Naval

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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Post graduat e School, you shoul d think about
applying. Thinking it would or believing it would
enhance ny know edge and ny career opportunities, |
applied and was accept ed.

Q Ckay, were you aware at anytine of any
role M. Hyatt had with respect to the LSTA, the
troopers' association?

A At what tinme?

Q At anyti ne.

A | now know only through reading his
deposition of his affiliation with LSTA. | know he
was affiliated before but | was not aware of the
specific role or title.

Q What do you nean, reading his deposition?

A | reviewed his deposition prior to this.

Q Where did you get that fronf

A | was e-nailed the deposition by Lenore

Q What ot her depositions did you review?

A | recall reviewi ng Rodney's, excuse ne,
Rodney Hyatt's, Trooper diphant, M. Braxton, T.J.
Doss, Jay Aucion. | don't recall any others.

There may have been but | don't recall. Excuse ne,
Jarod Ri ecke.

Q And R ecke is spelled Ri-e-c-k-e?

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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A Yes, ma' am

Q Ckay. What else did you reviewin terns
of docunents or depositions before your deposition
t oday?

A Only M. Braxton's petition and a
suppl enmental petition, and a copy of
interrogatories. O excuse ne, responses to
i nterrogatories provided by M. Braxton that were
part of the exhibits |I believe that were sent over
alittle while ago. So | reviewed those exhibits
as wel .

Q Ckay, when did you get a copy of his

petition and the supplenental petition?

A This nonth, or excuse nme, during the
nmont h of January 2021, | can't recall the exact
dat e.

Q Was that before or after you were aware

of attenpts to serve you at your place of
enpl oynent ?

A | don't recall the chronol ogy.

Q But you were aware, were you not, that
there were attenpts to try to serve you at your
pl ace of enploynent, right?

A No, ma' am

Q Never heard of that?

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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A No.

Q Were you aware of attenpts to try to
serve you at your residence?

A | only | earned of that after.

Q After how?

A Excuse ne, after -- | was called by your
of fice on January 28 and was told that | was
all egedly served at ny hone or attenpted to be
served at ny hone, and that's the first tinme |
heard of that.

Q That was | ast week; is that right?

A January 28, 2021

Q Ri ght. Last week, correct?

A Correct.

Q So here's the reason for ny question, you

said that you received a copy of M. Braxton's
petition and supplenental petition in January of
2021, that was before ny office contacted you on
January 28, 2021; is that correct?

A Yes.

Q From whom di d you receive a copy of M.
Braxton's petition and suppl enental petition?

A Lenor e Feeney.

Q And when did you receive copies of the

depositions that you referenced?

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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A | n January 2021
Q That was before you received
comruni cations fromny office on January 28?
A | don't recall the exact date | received
all of the depositions.
Q But did you start receiving sone of the

depositions before ny office contacted you on
January 28?

A Yes.

Q So, why? Let ne ask, if you didn't know
that we were attenpting to take your deposition,
that we had pursued efforts to do so, can you tell
me why it 1s you woul d have received copies of ny
client's petition and suppl enental petition and
sone of the depositions taken in this case?

A Vell, Ms. Craft, | was aware that | was
on a list of potential deponents a few nonths ago.
| was never properly served with a notice but | did
want to be aware of what was going on in the case,
so | wanted to revi ew docunents.

Q So, then did you reach out to Ms. Feeney
and ask for that stuff?

A | can't recall if | reached out to her or
If she called ne. W have been in contact over the

past few nonths.

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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Q Ms. Manzel la, do you have any idea how
many tinmes we have attenpted to coordi nate your
deposition in the last four nonths?
A No, ma'am | don't.
Q Do you know how many tines the sheriff's

departnment has attenpted to serve you at your
of fi ce and your place of enploynent, and copies of
t hose notices have been served on counsel in this
case?

A No, ma'am | don't.

Q Have you tal ked to anybody el se you

served on the comm ssion with in the |ast year?

A Yes.

Q Who?

A In the | ast year |'ve spoken to T.J.
Doss.

Q When was the last tine you spoke to M.
Doss?

A Christmas Eve of 2020.
Q And what did the two of y'all talk about?
A W tal ked about our personal
rel ati onshi p.
Q What does that nean?
A We tal ked about the relationship that we

have separate and apart from any professional
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rel ati onshi p.

Q | don't know what that neans, what does
t hat nean?

A W tal ked about our desire to continue
being friends, and that is the last tine | spoke to
hi m

Q | don't nean to be indelicate, but when
the two of you served on the conm ssion, you and
M. Doss together, did you have a relationship of a
hi ghly personal nature?

A | don't know what you nean by highly
personal, we had a personal relationship.

Q kay. Ma'am there were -- go ahead.

A We had a personal relationship, we were
al ways friends, we had a dating relationship and we
continue to be friends today.

Q Ckay. Have you ever discussed either M.
Braxton's lawsuit or a lawsuit filed by Cathy
Der bonne with T.J. Doss?

A No ot her than us being aware that it was

filed. W did not discuss the litigation together,

he and I .

Q Did you discuss M. Braxton's clains with
anyone?

A | can't recall all of the people | nmay
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have nentioned that Calvin Braxton filed a | awsuit
with, | discussed the specifics with ny attorney,
Lenore Feeney. And other than discussing what is
publicly available in a position, | don't recall
everybody | nentioned to or discussed it wth.

Q | don't want to know what you and Ms.
Feeney di scussed but | do want to know when Ms.
Feeney becane your attorney.

A A few nont hs ago, when she first made ne
aware that | was a potential deponent.

MS. CRAFT:

Can we take about a three m nute break?
| need to return a text real quick. Three

m nutes. Thank you.

(OFf the record.)
BY M5. CRAFT:

Q Ckay, go ahead.

A | wanted to clarify, | msspoke earlier.
Just in the break thinking about, | was aware that
soneone went to ny office with a notice but | was
not at the office at the tine. |'ve been working
renot el y.

Q Did you know - -

A | just want to be --

Q Go ahead.
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A Sorry, | wanted to clarify my previous
statenent, | wanted to nmake sure | put that on the
record.

Q And did you know that that deputy left a

card for you to contact hinf

A No, ma'am that is -- | never got that
card. | was not aware of that card.
Q And you indicated that you were aware

they canme one tinme, were you aware that they cane
several tinmes to try to serve you at your place of
enpl oynent ?

A No, ma'am | was not.

Q And you were unaware of the anount of
conmuni cati on we had with counsel trying to set
your deposition?

A | was unaware, yes.

Q Do you have any idea how nmuch noney was
spent trying to get you served with a subpoena,
ma' anf

A No, ma'am | don't.

Q You were actually served | ast week; is
that right?

A No, ma'am | was not.

Q Ckay, you have seen the sheriff's return;

aml right?
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A No, ma'am | have not seen the sheriff's
return other than -- excuse ne, let ne restate
that. | have not been provided with a sheriff's
return fromyour office. | amaware of -- fromthe
Website, fromthe Natchitoches Parish office that a
friend of mne |ooked up for ne, that | see where
there was service at the general address but | was
never personally served with a subpoena or the
notice for this deposition.

Q Have you seen the sheriff's return
executed by the sheriff's office in New Ol eans
I ndicating that they personally served you at your

resi dence?

A No, ma'am | haven't. | don't recall
that | have. |If | was properly served I woul d have
appeared. |If | was properly served with a
subpoena, | woul d have appear ed.

Q | understand, Ms. Manzella, all |I'm

asking is if you' ve seenit. W certainly have

sent out --
A | don't recall that | have, no, nm' am
Q We certainly have sent it to your

attorney. You said that you had sonebody in
Nat chi t oches | ook up the service return?

A |"msorry, | didn't nean to interrupt
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you, | apologize, | know |I'm not supposed to do
that. | apol ogi ze.
Q Did you have sonething to say?
A | was answering your question before you

finished, that's ny fault.

Q Ckay. You indicated that you had
sonebody in Natchitoches | ook up the service return
up there, who did that for you?

A No, ma'am | didn't have someone in
Nat chi toches, | have a friend of m ne, another
attorney, who had access to this site to look it up
for ne.

Q Ckay. You indicated that, and correct
me, kind of get ne back to the thing. Wen were
you sworn in to the board or the conm ssion?

A It woul d have been the norning of, right
before the Novenber 2016 conm ssion neeti ng.
don't recall the exact date.

Q And am | right that at the sane neeting
you were sworn in on your first day of serving on

t he conmm ssion, you were elected vice chair?

A That was not the sanme neeting, | don't
recall that. | don't renenber.

Q Well, when were you elected vice chair?

A | don't remenber the date that | was
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el ected vice chair. | know that |I was, | just
don't renenber when.

Q Well, how |l ong after you served on the
conmm ssion before you were el ected vice chair?

A | don't remenber.

Q Do you know who el se was seeking to be
vice chair at the sane tine?

A M. Braxton.

Q And how do you know t hat ?

A Because he called nme --

Q When did he call you?

A -- and he asked for ny support for himto
be vice chair.

Q And what did you tell hinf

A | said that | had understood that | was
al so suggested as a possible vice chair.

Q Uh- huh, and then what ?

A | don't recall anything else being said
on that phone call.

Q Who had suggested you be vice chair?

A One of the other conm ssioners, | could
not tell you which one at this tine. | don't
remenber. | think it was either Jared Ri ecke or
T.J. Doss, | don't recall which one.

Q Describe for nme your relationship with
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M. R ecke.
A A fell ow comm ssi oner.
Q Did you know hi m before you were

appoi nted to the conm ssi on?

A No, ma' am

Q How about after you joined the
comm ssion, did the two of y'all becone friends?

A We becane friendly but -- | would
consi der us friends but we're not close friends.

Q When was the last tine you tal ked to hinf

A Per haps a year ago, maybe a little |ess.

Q Do you renenber what you tal ked about ?

A | don't.

Q Have you ever talked to M. Ri ecke about
any of the clains made by Calvin Braxton or to
Cat hy Derbonne?

A | don't recall that | have.

Q You indicated, and again, | don't want to
be indelicate, that you had a dating relationship
with M. Doss, can you give ne a tine franme for
t hat ?

A | don't recall the exact date that we
started dating but we ended our dating relationship
quite recently and we remain friends today.

Q Did you start dating himafter you got on
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t he comm ssion or before you were on the
comm ssi on?

A After.

Q And do you recall how long after?

A | don't.

Q Ma'am did --

A A few nont hs maybe, a couple of nonths
maybe.

Q Can you tell ne what relationship, if
any, you have with M. diphant?

A | don't have a relationship with M.
diphant, I've never nmet him

Q Have you ever spoken to hinf

A | don't believe | have. | don't believe

|"ve met him

Q W tal ked about your relationship with
M. Hyatt, tell whether or not you ever talked to
M. Hyatt about any activities M. Braxton is
al | eged to have undertaken, anything M. Braxton
supposedl y did.

A In regard to what? | just don't
under st and the questi on.

Q (kay. Have you ever talked to M. Hyatt
about M. Braxton?

A |"msorry, in what capacity?
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Q I n any capacity.

A | recall asking Rodney about an
al l egation | had heard about ne being followed and
my car bei ng photographed, and the all egations were
that either M. Braxton was facilitating it or was
a part of it. And | had asked Rodney if there was
a way | could -- or what was the process for ne
goi ng about finding out if | was actually being
f ol | owed.

Q Ckay. Wien was that?

A | believe that was -- it was in 2017, |
don't recall in what time frame but it woul d have
been sonetine between March and perhaps Sept enber
of 2017. | don't recall, | apologize, | don't
recal | .

Q And why do you have that specific March
to Septenber 2017 tinme franme in your head?

A Just because | don't recall hearing the
al l egation prior to March 2017, but | could have,
and |'mtrying to renenber when the internal
affairs investigation took place that was
precipitated by that request that | nade to M.
Hyatt, and that's why | chose that tinme franme, but
| don't recall the exact dates.

Q Ckay, you said a lot. First of all, who
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did you first hear this allegation fronf

A It was not one specific individual that I
can point to, it was general know edge at the tine
anongst a | ot of people speaking to each other at
the tinme that there were allegations that M.
Braxt on had phot ographs of cars in front of ny
honme, had photographs of ny car in certain places
around Bat on Rouge, and so | becane concer ned.

Q kay, you said it was general know edge,
| need you to tell nme every person you renenber
repeating sone allegation that M. Braxton had been
foll owm ng you and had your car phot ographed.

A | mean, | recall T.J. and | speaking
about it but I don't renenber who said anything --
| can't guess as to who said sonething and | don't
want to put sonething sonebody said on soneone that
| can't renenber. | nean, | recall T.J. and |
tal king about it but I don't recall who
specifically told ne that.

Q Did you ever see any photographs of your
car?

A | believe | saw a photo when | was
gquestioned during the internal affairs
I nvestigation, but other than that, no.

Q Who questioned you during the internal
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affairs investigation?

A | don't recall the nanes of the two
troopers, Chavez naybe was the nane of one, M.
Faye Morrison was present.

Q "' msorry, who?

A Faye Morrison was present.

Q Ckay.

A The gentl eman, Chavez, and | can't recall

if that's his first or last nanme, and then anot her
gentl eman was there as well. It took place in New

Oleans but | don't recall who el se was there.

Q In New O | eans where?
A It was in Benson Tower.
Q You said you were shown a phot ograph,

what phot ograph?
A | believe, as | recall, | was shown a

phot ograph | believe of ny car.

Q And where was your car?
A In the parking lot in front of the
Department of Corrections, | believe, in Baton

Rouge where the conm ssion neetings used to be

held, in that parking lot in front of the building.
Q So was the question, hey, is this your

car, or was the question -- let ne finish. O was

the question, we found this photograph, can you
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tell us whether or not it's your car?

A | don't renenber.

Q Well, how do we get to the allegation
bei ng that Calvin Braxton had you fol |l owed as
opposed to, | don't know, anybody el se?

A Because that's the allegation that |
heard, that M. Braxton had facilitated individuals

followng ny car or taking photographs of nmy car or

other cars in front of ny hone. It was sonething I
heard, | was concerned, | asked the question.
Q Did you ever see anybody follow ng you?
A | saw cars when | lived -- when | was in

New Orl eans | saw cars driving slowWy past ny
house. | was on high alert at the tinme but |
cannot corroborate that that was in fact anyone
followng me or that was actually sonething that
corroborated any of ny fears.

Q Wiy were you on high alert?

A Because | had been questioned -- ny
credibility, integrity and reputation had been
guestioned fromthe -- pretty close after | joined
the comm ssion, and the allegations that | had
heard, like |I said, started maybe March of 2017,
and | was concerned, it was sonething | never

experi enced before and | was concer ned.
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Q How was your credibility and integrity
bei ng questi oned?

A | believe a blog post and/or questions
about ny -- the propriety of ne serving on the
comm ssi on took place maybe at ny second neeting
because of ny current enploynent with the Cty of
New Orl eans. | was quite upset about it.

Q Do you think it's not okay for sonebody
to question whether or not you can serve in two
capacities, one for a state comm ssion and the
other while being actively enployed for a city
gover nnment ?

A | believe it's okay to question, always;
| don't believe it's okay to accuse w t hout
f oundati on.

Q So, who was --

A O to intinmate or suggest that | was
sonehow bei ng i nappropriate w thout foundation.

Q Ckay, so who was doi ng that?

A | believe it was in the Louisiana Voice.

Q Ckay, so that's not Cal vin Braxton,
that's the Loui siana Voi ce peopl e?

A | have no idea whether, or if M. Braxton
had any invol venent with Loui siana Voi ce.

Q Ckay. So as far as you know, M. Wbre
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Is at Loui siana Voi ce, you have no evi dence that
Cal vin Braxton was in any way involved in the
guestioning or the propriety of you sitting on the
conmm ssion while being enployed by the Gty of New
Oleans; is that right?

A No, ma'am as | said, they were
al | egati ons.

Q But they weren't allegations by M.
Braxt on, correct?

A It was all a part of the sane anxiety and
fear that | had at the tine. Allegations were
com ng across fromall different places, through
the nmedia, through what | had heard in ny mnd they
were all part and parcel of the sanme thing, or the
sane -- they were all related to the comm ssion and
my service on it. | asked questions about the
veracity of what | heard.

Q Ckay, again, you said a lot. You said
there were allegations through the nedia, what
al | egati ons?

A Through the blog post that it was
I nappropriate for ne to sit on the conm ssion.

Q Ckay. And is that the sum and substance
of what you're claimng are questions about your

credibility and integrity, the propriety --
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A vwell, also --

Q Let me finish. The propriety of you
serving on the comm ssion while al so being enpl oyed
wth the Gty of New Ol eans?

A That one bl og post and the questions at
the nmeeting or the suggestions at the neeting with
regard to ny enploynent with the City of New
Ol eans, yes, that specific thing, yes.

Q Who asked the questions at the neeting?

A Tom Aswel | .

Q A-s-we-l-1, he's with the Loui siana
Voi ce?

A | believe so, or he was at the tine, |
don't know if he still is.

Q And he was aski ng questions about how you

could serve in two capacities?

A No, he was asking about the propriety of
me serving on the board when | handl ed contracts
for the New Ol eans police departnent.

Q Ckay. Again, you have no evidence that
M. Braxton was in any way involved in the
gquestioning; is that right?

A That's why | said | heard all egations
about M. Braxton's involvenent, which is why |

asked questi ons.
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Q Ckay, you heard allegations that M.
Braxton was invol ved how?

A Not with regard to -- not with regard to
t he bl og post about ny position with the Gty of
New Ol eans, the allegations with M. Braxton
concerned ne being foll owed, pictures of ny car
bei ng taken, and that is what those allegations
concerned with regard to M. Braxton. | apologize
I f I msspoke and confused the two. What | neant
to say is that, the allegations had been nade about
me fromthe beginning and that is what fornmed ny
mental state at the tine.

Q Okay, were you ever able to verify in any
way, first of all, that there were pictures being

taken of your car by or at the direction of M.

Br axt on?
A No, | was not.
Q Were you ever able to verify in any way

that you were being followed by or at the direction
of M. Braxton?

A No, | was not.

Q In fact, did anybody ever verify that
there were ever pictures taken of your car?

A | believe | saw pictures during that

internal affairs investigation.
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Q You told me one, were there nore than
one?

A | don't recall.

Q Do you know where the pictures supposedly
came fronf

A | don't.

Q And this being foll owed business, did
anybody ever tell you, hey, we confirned you were
bei ng fol | oned?

A Vell, | believe it was verified in the
August 2017 bl og post in the Louisiana Voice where

| was in fact being foll owed and phot ographed.

Q Verified by whonf

A The pictures were on the internet.

Q Pi ctures of what?

A O nme and T.J. Doss.

Q You and T.J. Doss where?

A Com ng out of a novie theater.

Q Ckay, where el se?

A Excuse ne?

Q Where el se?

A There were a photograph of he and | in

the | obby of the Watermark Hotel, there was al so a
video of that in the blog post, as well.

Q Ckay, do you have any evidence that M.
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Braxton was in any way involved in that?

A No, | don't.

Q And at the tinme, when was it that you and
M. Doss were at the | obby of the Watermark Hotel ?

A |'"msorry, can you repeat the question?

Q When were you guys at the | obby of the
Wat er mar k Hot el ?

A | can't recall the exact date in August,
but it was on the date -- it was a date in August,
the afternoon or the evening of the conm ssion
meet i ng.

Q Ckay. So am | correct that you and M.
Doss were at the Watermark Hotel for a conm ssion
neeting?

A No, ma'am you're not.

Q Ckay, you guys had been at the hotel

earlier in the day?

A No, ma'am we had not. | was checking
I n.

Q Ckay, where was the conm ssion neeting
bei ng hel d?

A Where they were typically held at the
time, | don't recall the nanme of that building, I

think it was perhaps the Departnent of Corrections,

"' m not exactly sure of the nanme of the buil ding.
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It's where the executive director's office was, all

of the executive offices were at the tine --

Q | n Bat on Rouge?
MR, FALCON:
(bj ection --
BY MS. CRAFT:
Q I n Baton Rouge; is that right?
A Ch, yes, ma' am
Q And the Watermark Hotel is?
A | n Bat on Rouge.
Q And so, these pictures and video of you

and T.J. in the | obby, was that before or after the
conmm ssi on neeting?

A Vell after.

Q Ckay. And when you cane to town, ma'am
did you get a per diemto pay for your hotel roonf

A The per diemwas for gas and food, | paid
for the hotel with my own personal credit card.

Q Was there an ability that you had to get
rei nbursed for the hotel roonf?

A | did not submit a reinbursenent for the
hotel room

Q Ckay, | understand, that wasn't ny
gquestion. Did you have the ability to submt a

request for reinbursenent for the hotel roon?
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A There was -- | believe we got a per diem
but it wasn't specified in terns of what it was
used for, but I don't recall the exact anount of
it.

Q Was the allegation by the Louisiana Voi ce
the fact that you and M. Doss both received a per
di em but stayed in one hotel roomtogether, was
that the allegation?

A That was the allegation. | believe for
t he sum and substance | woul d have to refer back to
the article, but there was an all egati on nmade.

Q Was that a false allegation or a true
one?

A Fal se.

Q Ckay. And were you and M. Doss hiding
your relationship in August of 20177

A No.

Q So was it well-known that you and M.
Doss were dating each other while both of y'all
served on the conm ssion together?

A | don't know if it was well-known or not.

Q Did you ever deny that relationship while
the two of y'all served on the conmm ssion together?

A | was never asked. | had no occasion to

deny it.
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Q Ckay.

A That | recall.

Q Ckay. So you saw phot ographs on the
internet, you have no idea or you don't have any
evi dence that M. Braxton was invol ved.

A No.

Q When did internal affairs -- and was that

internal affairs for state police?
A Yes, ma'am
Q When did they get involved?
A Ma' anf
Q When did they get involved?

A It was after | resigned fromthe

conm Ssi on. | believe it was at the end of 2017.

Q So when was that?

A | resigned towards the end of August
2017.

Q When you resigned, was Cathy Derbonne
still the executive director?

A No, nm'am

Q What happened to her?

A She resigned in January of 2017.

Q Ckay. So you indicated or started
telling us that you talked to M. Hyatt about an

al l egation that M. Braxton was having you foll owed
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I n your car and photographed, and you said as a
result of that discussion you had with M. Hyatt,
there was an internal affairs investigation at
state police; is that right?
A Yes. | had spoken to M. Hyatt about ny

concerns and asked himthe process. He had, |
bel i eve, asked a question to his contact within
state police, and quite honestly, the next thing I
knew there was an internal affairs investigation
happeni ng.

Q When you talked to M. Hyatt, you
specifically used M. Braxton's nane; am | correct?

A | don't recall that.

Q But he did, he being M. Hyatt?

A | don't recall that.

Q When you were being questioned in the
internal affairs investigation, were you questioned
about your interactions wth M. Braxton?

A | don't remenber.

Q Did you tell sonebody that you thought
M. Braxton, or you had been told M. Braxton was
behi nd you being foll owed?

A Can you repeat the question?

Q Did anybody tell you or did you tell
anybody that you had been previously told M.
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Braxt on was having you foll owed and/ or
phot ogr aphed?

A | believe | discussed it with T.J.

Q Well, you told ne when you talked to M.
Hyatt, and | wote it down to nake sure | didn't
get it wong, you discussed with himthe all egation
that you were being foll owed and that your car was
bei ng phot ographed and you said by M. Braxton.

A Excuse ne, | heard that it was -- | heard
an al legation that M. Braxton was sonehow
affiliated and that's why | had the question. |
did not say it was absolutely him | did not say |
had evidence, | did not say it was him | said |
had heard, | was concerned, | wanted to get to the
bottom of it.

Q So when you say you asked the question,
you nean you asked M. Hyatt to have sonebody at
state police ook into the allegation of whether or
not M. Braxton was having you foll owed and/ or
phot ogr aphed?

A | asked M. Hyatt what the process or
procedure was for ne goi ng about naking a request
and finding out.

Q The request for what?

A To find out if I was actually being
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f ol | owed.

Q By M. Braxton?

A By anyone.

Q You never said M. Braxton? Because
that's not what you said before.

A Yes, it is, ma'am \Wiat | said was, |
was aware of the allegation that M. Braxton was
i nvol ved or had sone part in ne being foll owed by
soneone. | asked the question to Rodney, what was
the process or procedure for finding out if anyone
was following nme, and then the internal affairs
I nvesti gati on happened.

Q So you never used M. Braxton's nane in
your discussion wwth M. Hyatt at all?

A | may have, | don't recall exactly. What
| heard with the allegations were at the tine, |
nost |likely did, but I don't recall for sure that
conversation's specifics of that, that was over
three years ago. | don't recall.

Q And you can't tell us who it was that
rel ayed these allegations that M. Braxton was
sonehow i nvol ved?

A It was told to ne fromnore than one
source. | recall a specific conversation that |

was told about fromT.J. that M. Braxton said that
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| would be collateral damage and could | handle it.

Q Ckay, who el se?

A That's it.

Q Any ot her source about this business
about M. Braxton sonehow bei ng involved and havi ng
you foll owed or photographed?

A | don't recall anyone specifically that |
can give you the nane of.

Q Except M. Doss; is that correct?

A Correct.

Q And your interactions with M. Braxton
whil e he was on the comm ssion, how woul d you
characterize those?

A We didn't speak much. W had one
I nteraction where he had said if | ever wanted to
stay -- if | ever needed to stay over in Baton
Rouge to | et hi m know because he had sone hotels in
the area. W had perhaps a conversation about New
Oleans or Mardi Gras one or two tines, but that's
it.

Q But there wasn't anything untoward or
unpr of essi onal about himtelling you, hey, | own a
bunch of hotels here if you need to stay over, or
you and he tal king about Mardi Gras; am| correct?

A | didn't suggest that there was.
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Q So woul d you characterize your
Interactions with M. Braxton the whole tine as
bei ng busi nessli ke, professional, friendly?

A Bet ween he and | specifically, we had
nondescri pt di scussi ons.

Q Ckay, so when did you forma negative
opi ni on of M. Braxton?

A | never said | had a negative opinion of
M. Braxton.

Q |"msorry, did | msstate when you said

you had anxi ety because it had been related to you
by several sources that M. Braxton was having you
fol | owed?

A | had anxi ety about all of the things
that | was questi oned about or accused of, and
al l egations that were nade fromwhen | joined the
comm ssion to when | resigned and thereafter. It
was all part and parcel of ny anxiety.

Q So you never had a negative inpression
about M. Braxton; am| correct?

A My inpression of M. Braxton was neither
positive or negative.

Q But the only person that you can recall
that told you anything negative about M. Braxton

was T.J. Doss, who said that M. Braxton said you
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could be coll ateral damage; am | correct?

A | m not saying he was the only one, |'m
saying that's the only person | can absolutely
recall. There was other sources, other people that
were discussing the allegation, | just can't recall
exactly who they were. | just -- | renenber T.J.
because we tal ked a | ot.

Q Do you renenber any of the circunstances

when any of these discussions occurred?

A Whi ch di scussi ons?

Q The ones about M. Braxton.

A Wth who?

Q Ma'am | don't know, |'m asking any of
the circunstances. You said the only person | can
remenber saying anything like that was T.J. Doss, |
just renmenber there were these discussions, so |
said, well, all right, if you can't renenber nanes,
let's tal k about circunstances, what do you
r emenber ?

A | renmenber the neeting, the only specific
thing | recall is that statenent was nade by M.
Braxton to M. Doss at the Marriott, sone neeting
they had at the Marriott.

Q You were present?

A No, ma'am | was not.
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Q So again, this is sonething M. Doss told
you.
Correct.
Did anybody else tell you that?

> O >

No, ma' am

Q kay, do you know what the neeting at the
Marriott was about?

A | don't.

Q Do you know if it had to do with Cathy
Der bonne?

A No, | don't.

Q When did you first learn that Cathy
Der bonne was bei ng proposed to be renoved from her
position?

A | am not aware that | was ever -- | ever
had know edge that she was proposed to be renpved
from her position.

Q O her job duties changed.

A No, ma'am | was not aware that it was
bei ng proposed that her job duties would be
changed.

Q Do you typically review the agendas of
neet i ngs before they occur?

A Yes, ma'am | do.

Q Do you renenber there being any agenda
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itens relating to Cathy Derbonne?

A | remenber for the January neeting, the
agenda was to discuss her professional capacity but
| don't recall there being a reference to a change
in duty or role.

Q Did you have any di scussions with T.J.
Doss about Cathy Derbonne's continued enpl oynent as
the executive director?

A Not that | recall.

Q Did you know that he had tal ked to Cathy
Der bonne and told her that she needed to resign or
that she would be publically humliated?

A No, ma'am |'m not aware of that
conver sati on happeni ng.

Q Well, you said you were aware there was
an agenda itemto di scuss her professional,
what ever it is, conpetence.

A Capacity.

Q Capacity. Do you know how that item got
on the agenda?

A | believe M. Riecke proposed that agenda
Item

Q How do you know t hat ?

A That's ny recollection fromny know edge

at the tine.
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Q Did you talk to M. Ri ecke about that?
A | don't recall if | spoke to himor | was
just aware that he perhaps told nme, | don't
remenber.

Q Did you speak with anyone on the
comm ssion, that includes M. Ri ecke or M. Doss or
anybody el se, about whether or not Cathy Derbonne
should remain as the executive director?

A | recall that the agenda item was being
proposed and that we discussed that that agenda
itemwoul d be on the agenda, but we did not have
any di scussions about that determ nation
bef orehand, no, not that | recall.

Q Who is the "we" having the discussions?

A You nentioned M. R ecke and M. Doss, so
that's how | was answering the question.

Q Anybody el se?

A Not that | recall, no.

Q So that's the "we" that was di scussing
it, you, M. Doss and M. R ecke?

A No, ma'am we weren't discussing it,
that's not what | said. | said that | was aware
that M. Ri ecke proposed that agenda item and got
that agenda item put on the agenda, | was aware

that it was proposed by M. R ecke but we did not
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have di scussions about it, no.

Q |'"msorry, | just am asking you about
what | wote down as | understood your testinony,
“we discussed it being on the agenda,"” so | was
sinply asking, who is the "we."

A Ch, ny apologies. | did not nean to say
that -- if | said that we discussed it beyond the

agenda, | did not -- that's not what | neant to
say, because | did not have any di scussion about it
being on the agenda. | was advised that it was
bei ng put on the agenda, and | don't recall who
told me but | recall that M. Ri ecke proposed it
bei ng on the agenda.

Q Ckay. And nma'am did you ever hear
anyt hi ng about either M. R ecke or M. Doss or
both of them neeting with Cathy Derbonne before the
January 2017 neeting?

A No, ma'am

Q Were you aware of any allegation that
Cat hy Derbonne had sonehow lied as it related to
sone budgetary itemor sone itenf

A | was aware that she represented to
certain nmenbers of the legislature that the
comm ssi on approved the budget that she was

proposing. | know that | had not approved any
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budget bei ng proposed.

Q Ckay, so tell nme how you | earned about
all of that.

A | watched the |egislative hearing, or
parts of it.

Q From wher e?

A My office at Gty Hall.

Q On the conputer?

A | can't recall if it was on ny work
conputer or nmy phone, | can't recall, but | watched
it.

Q And why did you watch it?

A Because | couldn't attend in person.

Q Wio fromthe conm ssion attended?

A | believe M. Braxton and M. Simen.

Q And do you know where M. Doss wat ched
the testinony?

A | don't.

Q Do you know if he watched it from sone
sort of sports bar wth M. R ecke and ot hers?

A No, | don't.

Q You certainly weren't there watching it
with them uh?

A | was not aware that they were watching

It anywhere and | certainly wasn't with them

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com




© 00 N oo 0o B~ W DN PP

N D N NDDNMNMNDNN P P P PP P PR
a b~ W N b O © 00 N O O B~ W N - O

MONICA MANZELLA 02/03/2021

Page 55

wat ching it.

Q Well, did you and M. Doss discuss M.
Vaughn's statenents in the |egislative budget
process?

A | can't recall if we discussed -- when
you say discussed, |I'mnot exactly sure that we
di scussed the entirety of it. | may have asked did

you approve sonething, did you approve the budget
because | know I didn't.

Q Anyt hi ng el se?

A Not that | recall.

Q And what about with any ot her nenbers of
the comm ssion, did you have a sim |l ar discussion
wi th thenf

A | don't recall.

Q Ma'am what if anything do you know about
the internal affairs investigation at state police
i nvol ving M. Braxton, other than you being

guestioned at Benson Towers?

A Benson, B-e-n-s-0-n?

Q | know.

A |"msorry, | thought you said Vincent.

Q No, | said Benson.

A That's all | recall.

Q And do you know how | ong M. Braxton was
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I nvestigated by internal affairs at state police?
A Excuse ne, | did not say M. Braxton was
I nvestigated. | said the investigation was
surroundi ng whet her ny car was being followed or
phot ographed, | did not say M. Braxton was being

I nvesti gat ed.

Q Wel |, when you had conversations with M.

Hyatt, | know we've tal ked about this Iike a dead
horse, | understood that you said that you
mentioned to himthat you thought M. Braxton was
sonmehow i nvol ved based on this information you had
received, and so it was just kind of a natural
assunption on ny part, and nmy apologies. D d you
tell anybody el se that you thought M. Braxton was
havi ng you foll owed or phot ographed?

A Not that | recall. And ma'am | didn't
say M. Braxton was -- what | said before is that
had heard the allegation that M. Braxton nay have

been a part of or facilitated or sonehow got

soneone to followne. | didn't say he was
followng nme. | don't know the circunstances but
was aware of the allegation and | investigated, or

| had it investigated.
Q Ckay. And do you know how | ong the

internal affairs investigation with state police
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| asted after your conplaint?
A | apologize, | didn't nean to interrupt
you. | didn't realize you weren't finished. o
ahead, |'msorry.
Q Do you know how long the internal affairs

I nvestigation at state police |asted foll ow ng your
conpl ai nt ?

A | don't. | was questioned for a part of
the day but | don't know how | ong the actual
I nvestigation |asted.

Q And you said Faye Morrison was there.
Faye is F-a-y-e, she's the |egal adviser for state
police; is that correct?

A | know she's an attorney w th Depart nent
of Public Safety, I'mnot sure of her exact title
or affiliation,.

Q Did you ever talk to anyone in the Public
Safety & Corrections secretary's office or the
secretary hinself, M. LeBlanc?

A About this?

Q About your service on the comm ssion, M.
Braxton or Ms. Derbonne, any conpl aints you nay
have had.

A No, ma'am | don't believe so.

Q Do you know M. LeBl anc?

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com




© 00 N oo 0o B~ W DN PP

N D N NDDNMNMNDNN P P P PP P PR
a b~ W N b O © 00 N O O B~ W N - O

MONICA MANZELLA 02/03/2021

Page 58

A No, ma'am | don't. | don't believe I
do, no.

Q And so, am| correct that you resigned
fromthe conm ssion in August of 20177?

A | believe it was | ate August, yes, ma'am

Q And why?

A Because of the article that cane out in

t he Loui siana Voice that was untrue, that m snerged
nmy reputation and I was no longer willing to put
nmysel f or ny character or ny reputation through
that, and | did not believe that serving on the
comm ssion and having its good work detracted from
by that article was in the best interest of the
comm ssion or the state police. | quite frankly

didn't want to be a part of it anynore after that

came out.
Q Did you hear about any allegations
i nvolving M. Braxton, |ike sone sort of ticket

fixing or sonething?

A | recall there being a public records
request and a docunent bei ng produced whereby a
certain citation was asked to be reduced to a
nonnovi ng viol ation on behalf of M. Braxton.

Q Have you ever asked sonebody to reduce a

violation to a nonnoving on behalf of yourself?
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A | don't recall if |'ve done that.

Q Ckay, who did you hear about the public
records request fronf

A | believe it was sent to all conmm ssion
nmenbers by e-nmail .

Q Had you heard anyt hing about it
bef or ehand?

A Not that | recall.

Q Was M. Braxton still on the comm ssion
at the tinme?

A | don't recall that.

Q Do you know if he left before or after
you resi gned?

A | believe he left before. | can't recall
exactly but | don't recall if he was on the
comm ssi on when | resigned.

Q Ckay, and did you talk to M. Doss about
any allegations regarding M. Braxton and trying to
get tickets reduced or fixed or taken care of?

A | don't recall that, no.

Q Did you talk to M. R ecke about M.
Braxton, any tickets being reduced or fixed or
ot herwi se taken care of?

A | don't recall that, no.

Q Do you know if Ms. Derbonne had been
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asked by ot her comm ssion nenbers in the past to
reach out to | aw enforcenent agencies to see if
they could have their tickets reduced?

A No, |I'm not aware of that.

Q Ma'am tell ne about your relationship
with Charley Dupuy. You said you net himat a
fundraiser in the sumer of 2016. That was a
fundrai ser for whon?

A | don't know, | don't recall.

Q Do you know what he was doing at a
fundrai ser?

A | think it was a fundraiser. | can't
recall if it was -- | don't recall the actual party
or the reason for the party. | recall it being a

fundrai ser but for who we were fundraising for or

what it was for, | don't recall.
Q Where was it?
A It was in New Ol eans.

Q VWhere in New Ol eans?

A It was in the French Quarter but |'m not
sure where, | don't recall where.

Q When you saw M. Dupuy at this
fundrai ser, was it your understanding he was still
enpl oyed by state police?

A Yes.
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Q And can you tell ne whether or not as a
state police trooper, he's allowed to attend
fundr ai sers?

A Ma'am |I'mecalling it a fundraiser, it
may not have been a fundraiser, |I'mnot exactly
sure. That was the first word that cane to ny
mnd. |'mnot exactly sure what the party or the

event was.

Q Ma'am tell ne what if anything you heard
about there being sone sort of practice of straw
donations by state troopers through the State
Troopers Associ ation?

A |'"'maware that there was an all egation
made of that and that it was discussed during
certain conm ssion neetings, but that investigation
| believe was handl ed by M. Tayl or Townsend.

Q Ckay. Do you recall M. Braxton raising
the issue during comm ssion neetings about the
notion that there was this straw donati on process
where state troopers who cannot |lawfully donate
noney, were donating noney through the State
Tr oopers Associ ation?

A No, ma'am | don't recall M. Braxton
raising that, | recall M. Bucky Ma (Phonetic)

rai sing that.
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Q Ckay. Do you recall M. Braxton nmaking
any comments like, we need to look into this or
anything like that?

A | don't recall that.

Q How about Cat hy Der bonne, do you recall
her asking for there to be an investigation of the
practice of state troopers donating noney
surreptitiously through the State Troopers
Associ ation?

A | don't recall her making that request,
|"mjust saying | don't renenber her stating that.

Q Whose idea was it to hire Tayl or Townsend
to conduct an investigation?

A M. Townsend was al ready retained by the
comm ssion when | cane on, so | don't recall how he
was retained.

Q You don't recall anybody telling you that
Cathy was involved in getting himretained to | ook
into it?

A | don't knowif it was Cathy herself who
retained M. Townsend to look into it.

Q Do you recall any discussion about how
M. Townsend canme to be retained?

A | don't.

Q Can you tell ne whether or not you were
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aware of any allegations that there was a problem
with how the State Police Conm ssion was handling
public records?

A |'"'msorry, can you repeat the question?

Q Can you tell ne whether or not there was
any allegation regarding how the State Police
Comm ssi on handl ed public records.

A | don't renenber there being a -- | don't
recall the exact nature of how the issue was
brought up. | renenber our having a discussion
about public records but | don't recall how it was
initiated or where the discussion went.

Q Do you know whether or not it initiated
as a result of Cathy Derbonne sending an e-nail
I nquiring, how do we handle this, especially if M.
Braxton asks a question on the record at the
neeti ng about the handling of public records?

A | don't recall that.

Q Do you renenber M. Braxton raising any
guestion about how the public records of the
comm ssi on were bei ng handl ed?

A | don't recall that.

Q Did you hear anything about any, and |'m
going to call it nonconpliance issues on the part

of the State Police Conm ssion prior to you serving
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on the board?

A |"mnot quite sure what you nean by
nonconpl i ance.

Q Li ke they weren't conplying with | egal
requi renments.

A Before | got on the comm ssion?

Q Yes.

A | don't recall hearing that, no, ma'am

Q How about after you got on the
conmm ssi on?

A When you say | egal requirenents, can you

pl ease explain to nme what you nean so | can be sure
to answer the question?

Q kay, | use the phrase nonconpliance.
After you got on the comm ssion did you hear
anyt hi ng about, in any manner, whether it's you and
T.J. having discussions or you and ot her nenbers of
the board or at board neetings or whatever it was,
any issues about the comm ssion itself not being in
conpliance with the | aw?

A |'' mnot aware of any allegations of any
I nappropriate discussions, no, nma'am

Q | " m not aski ng about inappropriate
di scussions. |'m asking about perhaps appropriate

di scussi ons where sonebody is raising the issue
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about the State Police Comm ssion in some way nhot
conplying with the | aw.

A Ma'am | don't nean to be difficult, I'm

just trying to understand in what capacity you nean
not conplying with the law. In a general sense,
"' mnot aware of there being a general allegation
of nonconpliance with the law, but if there's a
specific allegation, | can see if | recall that.

Q How about the manner in which you were
appoi nted, that being that you were not actually

nom nated by one of the institutions fromthe

state?
A So | recall -- 1 did not recall it being
specific to ne, | recall there being a question

about appoi ntnents to the conm ssion in general,
and | recall that research was done and that
certain appointnents were right-sized or realigned
and that certain terns were either shortened in
accordance with that realignnent, or they were
essentially right-sized.

Q And who did the investigation?

A | believe M. Doss and Ms. Feeney.

Q Ckay, and that was while you were serving
on the conmm ssion?

A Yes, | believe so. | believe they also
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consulted with Dan Sullivan.

Q Who is he?

A | don't know.

Q s he a | awer?

A | don't recall his title, I recall that
he is affiliated -- or | recall that he's sonehow
affiliated with the state or is a part of the
state, |I'mnot exactly sure what his exact title or
position is. | know that they were working with
himto right-size the appointnent process and to
ensure that all comm ssioners were -- their terns

were proper and the appoi ntnment was proper.

Q Ckay. In that regard, ma'am did you
hear and suggested that your appoi ntnent was not
pr oper ?

A | did not hear that it was inproper but |
recall that -- | received word that the term was
shortened to Decenber of 2017 as opposed to, |
can't recall how long the original termwas for,
and that after that there would be a renom nation
and reappoi nt nent process.

Q Ckay, so when did you hear about that?

A | don't recall when | heard that.

Q And ma'am do you recall there being sone

I ssue about the comm ssion nmenbers thensel ves
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havi ng made political donations?

A VWhi ch conm ssion nenbers, |'msorry?

Q Any comm ssi on nenbers.

A None of ny co-conmmi ssion nenbers. |'m
not aware of any allegations regarding them no,
ma' am

Q But you knew there was an issue with the

predecessors, right? Wich we spoke about earlier.
A Yes, ma'am predecessor, | had heard part
of that after | joined the comm ssion.
Q Ma'am did you ever have any neetings or
conversations with Donald Breaux, and that's Breaux

wth an x, about the comm ssion?

A In general or --
Q Yes, | don't know, | haven't lived in
your shoes, so again, | need you to tell ne

everyt hing you know.

A Ma'am |'mnot trying to be difficult,
"' mjust making sure |'m answering your question,
that's why | keep trying to clarify because | don't
want to answer sonething that you're not asking, so
|"mjust trying to be precise, that's all.

Q | under st and.

A QG her than M. Breaux welcomng ne to the

comm ssion on ny first day, we did not have general
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di scussi ons about the comm ssion, no, ma' am
Q Did you ever have any neetings with M.
Br eaux outside of conmm ssion neetings?
A It was purely social, | was friends with

he and his wfe.

Q Ckay, how | ong had you been friends with
he and his w fe?

A Only after | joined the comm ssion.

Q Ckay, so would you socialize with he and

his wife and M. Doss to00?

A | believe we had at | east one neal
t oget her.
Q And can you tell nme, did you ever discuss

with M. Breaux anything relating to Calvin

Br axt on?
A | don't recall that.
Q Did you ever hear M. Breaux nmake any

comments about Cal vin Braxton?

A | don't recall that.

Q Did you ever hear M. Breaux nmake any
comment s about Cat hy Der bonne?

A No, ma'am | don't recall that.

Q Did you ever nmake any conments about
Cat hy Der bonne?

A | n connection with what?
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Q Anyt hi ng.
A | nmean, | may have asked the question
about when we were discussing the budget, | asked

guestions, but as far as maki ng comments about her,
| mnot exactly sure what you nean. | questioned

t he process and protocol of the budget, and |I did
that on the record to her during a comm ssion
neeting, and | asked ot her questions about the
budget when we worked with nenbers of the

| egislature to fix it, but that's it.

Q When you say you questioned her about the
process, was that before or after she went to the
Legi sl ati ve Budget Comm ttee?

A | believe | personally asked her on the
record after she testified before the |egislature,
but | believe that | was in the discussion or was

sinply present when the budget was di scussed prior

to that.

Q What do you nean?

A | was aware of questions asked about the
budget, | believe a draft was di scussed but that's
all 1 recall.

Q Okay, who was asking or making the stuff,
who was circulating the draft?

A | recall Jarod Ri ecke asking questions
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about receiving a draft of the budget or asking for
a draft or asking questions about certain itens in
the budget, and | don't recall when the draft was
ci rcul at ed.

Q Was that before or after her testinony or
her statenents at the legislature in connection
wi th the budget process?

A | don't recall that.

Q You said you asked her questions on the
record, what did you ask her?

A | know -- | can't recall the exact
guestion that | asked but | recall that | was
concerned about her representation to the
| egi sl ature that the board had approved the budget
when | had not given ny approval for the budget.
My question was about that concern.

Q Was that in the January 2017 neeting?

A No, that was before that, | believe that
was t he Decenber neeting.

Q Did you guys even have a Decenber
neeting, ma' anf

A | believe so, yes.

Q And ma'am can you tell nme, who was it
that arranged for the nedia to be present at the

January 2017 neeting?
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A | cannot tell you that, | have no idea.

Q Can you tell ne whether or not there were
nore nmedi a present at the January 2017 neeting than
you had seen at any ot her conm ssion neeting?

A | can't recall specifically.

Q Well, who do you renenber being at the
January 2017 neeting, who do you renenber seeing?

A | nmean, | recall seeing nenbers of the
nmedia there and | recall the projector.

Q And who brought the projector?

A | believe | had | earned that M. Ri ecke
had procured the projector.

Q You | earned that how?

A | renmenber hearing it that day and |
think I read it in his deposition.

Q Ma' am do you know what the purpose of
t he projector was?

A | believe it was, at least in part, to
show or for people to view the | egislative session.

Q Ma'am let's be clear.

A O parts thereof. M an?

Q It wasn't to view the legislative
session, it was to view Cathy Derbonne's testinony
that you referred to; isn't that right?

A Excuse nme, | m sspoke, yes, that's what |
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nmeant, parts of that.

Q And you knew that before the neeting,
that was pre-arranged, that there was going to be a
projector and there was going to be a playing of
portions of her statenents at the |legislature for
that neeting; is that correct?

A No, ma'am | don't recall that | knew

t hat before.

Q But you certainly knew that that norning,
didn't you?

A | don't know at what point during that
day that | learned of it, but I did not know it

before the neeting, no, nma'am
Q Ckay. And who did you learn it fronf
A | don't recall.
Q And ma' am did sonebody tell you what the

poi nt was in playing what she had said before the

| egi sl ature? | nean, what was the point of it?
A | don't know what the point or intent
woul d be. | know what was on the agenda.
Q So did you have an understandi ng that

what ever was going to be played on the projector
procured by M. Riecke, was going to relate to ny
client's professional capacity?

A | am aware that what was going --
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MR, FALCON:
(bj ect - -
BY M5. CRAFT:
Q |'msorry, M. Derbonne's professional
capacity.
MR, FALCON:
Yes.
A |'"msorry, | apol ogize, can you repeat
t he question?
Q Yes. Did you have an understandi ng that

what ever was going to be played on the projector
procured by M. Ri ecke, was going to have a
relation to Ms. Derbonne's professional capacity,
whi ch you said was on the agenda?

A | don't knowif -- | don't have an
under st andi ng or recollection of whether the
projector was going to be used for any other item
on the agenda, but | had an understanding at sone
point that the projector would be used in part in
relation to that agenda. | don't regarding M.
Derbonne's -- | believe it was professional
capacity, but | would defer to the wording on the
agenda.

Q And ma' am are you telling ne under oath

that you and M. Doss never discussed M.
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Der bonne' s professional capacity or her continuing
as an executive director?

A |"'mtelling you under oath that we
di scussed the budget and her representation to the
| egi sl ature, but we did not discuss her continuing
as the executive director, no, ma' am

Q Did you and M. Doss or you and any
menber of the conmm ssion ever discuss changi ng Ms.
Der bonne' s duties?

A No, ma'am | don't have a recollection of
t hat .

Q Did you ever hear anybody nmake any ki nd
of statenent about hiring sone assistant for M.
Der bonne in case she got in a car accident or her

husband got in a car accident?

A | don't recall that at the tine, no,
ma' am

Q What do you nean, at the tine?

A | apol ogi ze, | didn't nmean to m sspeak.

| read it in the depositions that | reviewed but |
recall the general suggestion but | don't recall

the specifics of that discussion during the

neet i ng.
Q The general suggestion of what?
A The assi stant piece.
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Q Did you understand that that assistant
pi ece was a proposal by M. Doss?

A No, ma'am | don't recall that.

Q And you're telling ne that you and M.
Doss never discussed that outside of a neeting?

A Yes, ma'am that's what I'mtelling you,
we did not discuss that outside of a neeting.

Q Did you and M. Doss ever discuss any
concerns that either of you had relative to M.
Der bonne, other than you said you had sone concerns
about her statenents before the |egislature?

A The concerns that M. Doss and |
di scussed were concerni ng the budget and the
testinmony before the | egislature and general
comm ssion things that we discussed as chair and
vice chair and in connection with the comm ssion
neeti ngs, but we had neetings wth certain
representatives who was the budget, | don't know if
It was the budget commttee or certain nenbers --
as | understand it, each comm ssion or board had a
representative with the | egislature that worked
with the budget to help each board or conmm ssion
devel op its budget or present the budget. W had
conversations with our representatives about the

budget and maki ng sure what we proposed was the
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ri ght budget to propose, but that's the only
di scussi ons that we had.

Q Ckay, | just want to be clear and so |
need a direct answer.

A kay.

Q You are telling ne that you and M. Doss
never expressed to each other any negative
I npressi on about Ms. Derbonne?

A The only thing | expressed to M. Doss, |
asked the question whether he approved the budget
because | know | didn't, that's the only thing I
asked him

Q Ckay. So other than that, it's your
testinmony that neither you nor M. Doss discussed
Wi th each other any negative inpressions you had
about Cat hy Derbonne?

A | don't recall that. | nean, ny
di scussions with M. Doss regarding Ms. Derbonne
was regardi ng the budget.

Q And the sanme question with respect to M.
Braxton, is it your testinony that you and M. Doss
and any di scussions you ever had, never expressed
any negative inpressions about M. Braxton?

A Well, | believe | testified earlier about

what | was told about M. Braxton saying | was
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coll ateral danmage, | would be collateral danage.
And | can't recall specifics of everything |
di scussed with M. Doss at all times over the past
four years, but | may have nentioned M. Braxton at
sone point. W certainly were aware of this
| awsuit being filed but nothing else that | can
recal | .

Q Did he talk to you about his deposition,
M. Doss?
He did not.
Did he provide you a copy of it?
No, he didn't.
What did you think after you read it?

> O >» O >

| had no thought one way or the other.

Q Ma'am with respect to M. Braxton, did
you hear anythi ng about sone allegation that he had
tried to inproperly influence a state trooper or

puni sh a state trooper for a DW arrest of his

daught er ?

A Sorry, the first part of your question,
did | hear of it? | apol ogize.

Q Yes.

A As | sit here today |I've heard of it now,
yes.

Q Ckay, when was the first tinme you heard
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about it?

A | can't recall, | believe I was on the
comm ssion at the tinme but | can't recall 100
percent for sure.

Q Ckay, what do you renenber hearing about
it?

A | recall being made aware that his
daught er was stopped or perhaps arrested, | can't
recall for sure, for suspicion of a DW and there
was an al legation of intimdation of a trooper as a
result. That's all | recall.

Q Do you have a sense as to when that DW
arrest occurred?

A It was before ny tinme on the comm ssion.

Q Do you have a sense that it occurred in
Decenber of 20157

A That sounds -- as | recall, that sounds
accurate but I would have to refresh ny
recol | ection of relevant docunentati on.

Q How about any conversations with M.
Hyatt, did you have any conversations with M.
Hyatt about sonebody witing a report as it related
to M. Braxton?

A No, ma'am | don't recall that.

Q Did you ever see any report witten about
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M. Braxton or his daughter's DW arrest?
A Only what was provided today in the
exhibits for the deposition, | see all of the

iterations of that report here.

Q You had never seen it before today,
ma' anf
A | don't recall if | have or not.

Q You didn't receive it by e-mail in 2017?

A If it was produced as part of a public
records request then I would have viewed it. At
the tine we were getting so many at the tine that
don't recall this docunent in particular.

Q Ma'am did you ever have any
conversations with M. Doss or any other nenber of
t he conmm ssion about an allegation regarding M.
Braxton and his daughter's DW arrest?

A | don't recall that.

Q Did you ever have a discussion with M.
Doss or any nenber of the comm ssion about sone
al l egation that M. Braxton had tried to punish a
state trooper?

A | don't recall having that discussion.

Q Did you hear anything about M. Qi phant
maki ng acqui sitions agai nst M. Braxton?

A Not separate and apart from ny revi ew of
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the lawsuit.
Q And that's only happened recently?
A | nmean, | was aware of the |awsuit when
it was first filed, | was aware that it happened so

| may have heard sonething at the tine, but | don't
recall having specific discussions about that.
Quite frankly, after | resigned fromthe comm ssion
| very seldomly discuss state police or the
conmi ssi on.

Q Did you have any conversations with
Charl ey Dupuy about M. Braxton?

A Not that | -- not that | recall. | nean,
other than like the general statenent that he was
on the comm ssion wwth ne, but |I don't recall
speci fic discussions.

Q Were you aware or did you hear anything
about sonebody being hired to foll ow Cat hy Derbonne
around?

A | don't recall -- | recall there being an
all egation but |I don't recall much nore other than
that. | can't recall whether | heard it or read it
in a deposition, | can't renenber.

Q Did you ever talk to M. Doss about
anybody foll ow ng Cat hy Derbonne around, including
hi n?
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A No, ma'am | haven't had that discussion.

Q Did you ever talk to M. Dupuy about
anybody follow ng Cathy Derbonne around?

A No, ma'am | haven't.

Q Or Jarod Ri ecke?

A The sanme question?
Q Yes.
A No, ma'am | don't recall that, | have

not had that discussion.

Q Ma'am did you ever talk to M. Doss
about what he did at state police?
H's job duties you nean?

Yes.

> O >

Yes, we discussed that.

Q And what was your understandi ng of what
his job was at state police while you both were on
t he comm ssi on?

A He was, as | understood it, TDY to Baton
Rouge and was in operational devel opnent doi ng
research policy work for state police.

Q And in that capacity did you ever hear
hi m say anyt hi ng negati ve about Cathy Derbonne?

A | don't recall that, no.

Q Did you ever hear him say anything

negati ve about Cal vin Braxton?
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A | don't recall that.

Q The two of you were dating when you
clained that you heard fromhim or | guess
sonebody, about M. Braxton having you foll owed
around and phot ographed. What was his reaction to
t hat information?

A | don't recall if we were dating at the

time that | first heard it, certainly I heard it

again during the tine we were dating, | just don't
remenber which canme first. | don't recall his
reaction. It wasn't anything of note.

Q You nean, he wasn't pissed?

A T.J. was not like -- he wasn't pissed,
no.

Q And did he talk to anybody in internal
affairs to your know edge?

A Ever or in connection with ny --

Q I n connection with your conplaint.

A No, | don't believe that he did.

Q Do you know if he talked to internal
affairs in anything relating to Cal vin Braxton?

A | don't know that, no.

Q Ma'am did you hear anything about Cal vin
Braxt on being fal sely accused of being involved in

a murder?
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A Not i ndependently of anything that | read
in the depositions, no, | didn't.
Q You never tal ked about that accusation

with M. Doss?

A | don't recall that, no.
Q O anyone with state police?
A | don't recall having that discussion. |

don't recall being aware of that.

M5. CRAFT:

Ckay, if we can take a short break and
let me visit with nmy client.

THE W TNESS:

kay.
(A short break was taken.)
BY M5. CRAFT:

Q Ckay, |I'mback. M 'am | only have a few
nor e questi ons.

A Ckay.

Q Were you aware of M. Braxton raising
sonme concerns to M. Hanneman about T.J. Doss, his
expense account or getting sone reinbursenents
whil e he was staying at a hotel here in Baton
Rouge?

A No, ma'am | don't recall that.

Q Were you aware of ny client, M. Braxton,
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rai sing any questions about M. Doss and his per
di em al | onance and how it was bei ng spent?

A No, ma'am | don't.

Q Do you know whet her or not M. Hanneman
told ny client that he would bring it before the
board and |l ook into it?

A No, ma'am | don't.

Q Do you know why M. Doss is no | onger on
t he board?

A He resi gned.

Q Do you know why?

A | know what -- | only know what was in

his resignation letter.

Q Ckay, what do you understand his reason
was ?

A | believe he was told to resign.

Q By?

A Sonmeone on the state police command
staff.

Q Do you know who?

A | don't recall if it was Kevin Reeves or
M ke Noel, but I recall it being one of those

I ndi vi dual s.
Q And do you know when M. Doss resigned?
A It was wthin days of that August 2017
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bl og post com ng out.

Q What bl og post?

A On the Loui siana Voi ce where he and |
were followed and an article was witten about it,
that we di scussed earlier.

Q So he resigned at the sane tine you did?

A He resigned before | did.

Q Roughly in the sanme tinme period.

A | believe in the same nonth of 2017.
Yes.

Q Ckay, did you and he tal k about whet her
or not he wanted to resign or whether it was fair
or anyt hi ng?

A No, actually we didn't. | actually did
not find out that he resigned until after he had
done so.

Q Were you guys dating at that tine?

A Yes.

Q And he didn't talk to you about the fact
that he was going to resign or had been asked to
resign by either M. Reeves or M. Noel ?

A He didn't.

Q And you didn't talk to him about your
decision to resign?

A | told himI| was going to resign.
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Q Did he bl ane anybody, he being M. Doss,
did he bl ane anybody for being asked to resign?

A Not that | recall.

Q Did he nmake any statenents that he
t hought Cal vin Braxton was behi nd the Loui si ana
Voi ce or any of the postings on Louisiana Voice?

A The only statenent |I'maware of is his
resignation letter.

Q And does he accuse M. Braxton of
anything in that letter to your recollection?

A No, he does not.

Q Ma'am with respect to what you told ne
about the allegation that Calvin Braxton was having
peopl e follow you, | thought you told ne that M.

Doss was one of the people who told you that; is

that right?
A l'"'mtrying to renenber exactly what
said because | don't want to m sspeak. | recall

that T.J. told nme that M. Braxton told himthat he
had photos or he was being foll owed and that | was
coll ateral damage, | would be collateral danage.
had heard general allegations that there were
phot os of cars outside of ny hone, and perhaps ny
car, and that's what | recall.

Q So can you tell nme if M. Doss ever
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brought any of his concerns to the state police or
any | aw enf orcenent agency whatsoever, other than
bringing it to you and then you bringing it to M.
Hyatt and then M. Hyatt starting another internal
affairs investigation involving M. Braxton?

MR, FALCON:

There was no testinony that M. Hyatt
started the investigation. She testified she
gquestioned Hyatt about the procedures and he
told her about the procedures.

MS. CRAFT:

Yes, but she also testified, M. Falcon,
with all due respect, that Hyatt contacted
"sonebody" at headquarters and the next thing
she knew there was an internal affairs
I nvesti gati on.

MR, FALCON:

Yes, but you need to ask M. Hyatt about
t hat .

MS. CRAFT:

Well, | believe | did and |I believe M.
Hyatt denied there was any internal affairs
I nvesti gati on.

BY M5. CRAFT:
Q But regardless, Ms. Manzella, ny question

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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is, M. Doss relates this infornmation to you, do
you know whet her or not he reported that to any | aw
enf or cenent agency?
A | don't believe he did.
Q And di d he encourage you to do so?
A He did not.
Q Do you have any explanation as to why he,
a law enforcenent officer, didn't report sonething
to internal affairs when he knew about it?
A | don't have an explanation for that. W
never discussed that. | would defer to himon
t hat .
Q Did you talk to himat all about your
decision to contact M. Hyatt?
A | don't recall that | did.
Q Did he direct you to M. Hyatt?
A No, he didn't.
MS. CRAFT:
That's all | have. Thank you, nma'am
THE W TNESS:
Thank you.
MS. CRAFT:
Anybody el se?
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR O SHEE:
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Q Yes, M chael O Shee on behal f of Jay
d i phant.

Yes, ma'am just to go back to the
statenents regardi ng you being foll owed or possibly
being followed. D d anyone other than M. Doss
tell you about that, that M. Braxton nay have been
i nvol ved in having you foll owed?

A Yes, that's what | was saying before,
sir, I know that there were others discussing it
and | know that there were other sources of that,
|"monly aware specifically, he's the only one |
can recall and | don't want to say another person's
nane w t hout being 100 percent sure.

Q Did anyone -- do you recall if anyone
ever gave the source of the information that M.
Braxton was involved in having or possibly involved
i n having you followed in your car and
phot ogr aphed?

A No, sir, | don't.

Q How did that conme up, the subject of M.
Braxt on possi bly being involved in having you
followed in your car and phot ographed, in the
several tinmes that that was nentioned?

A Ri ght. There were discussions, | don't

recall how it cane up or what precipitated the
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conversation, | recall discussions or being aware.

Q " mjust curious, the state police
internal affairs investigation into the all egations
that you were being followed, that investigation
occurred after you had resigned fromthe
comm ssion; is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q And M. Braxton had al so resigned at that
poi nt ?

A | believe so, yes, sir.

Q And | just don't know, why would the
state police internal affairs or why would they be
I nvol ved after you were no | onger a conm ssioner?

A | don't know.

Q Ckay. Do you have any idea what the
results of that internal affairs investigation was?

A | don't.

MR. O SHEE:

Ckay, | don't have anything el se.

MS. CRAFT:

Anybody el se?
MR, FALCON:

| don't have anyt hi ng.
MS. CRAFT:

Lenore, is she going to read and sign?
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MS. FEENEY:

Yes.
MS. CRAFT:

Do you want it sent to you?
MS. FEENEY:

Yes, that would be great.
COURT REPORTER:

Copi es.
M5. CRAFT:

Ch, copies, she wants to know who needs

copi es.
MS. FEENEY:

W' re not ordering a copy.
COURT REPORTER:

No copy, okay.
MS. CRAFT:

Fl oyd and M. O Shee?
MR. O SHEE:

Yes, we want one.
MS. CRAFT:

That's the A iphant counselor with
Oxehandl er. Do you want it sent to M.
Oxehandl er ?

MR. O SHEE:

Yes, that wll be perfect.

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com

02/03/2021




© 00 N oo 0o B~ W DN PP

N D N NDDNMNMNDNN P P P PP P PR
a b~ W N b O © 00 N O O B~ W N - O

MONICA MANZELLA

02/03/2021
Page 92

MS. CRAFT:

Ckay, Floyd?
MR, FALCON:

Yes, | want one.
M5. CRAFT:

And | want

COURT REPORTER:

one.

Ckay, thank y'all.

M5. CRAFT:
Al right,

anything el se? W're good on

spel lings before we get off the record?

COURT REPORTER:
W' re good.
M5. CRAFT:

Ckay, thank y'all.

(Deposition concluded at 2:30 p.m)
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W TNESS' S CERTI FI CATE
|, Monica Manzella, the undersigned, do hereby
certify that | have read the foregoing deposition
taken on February 3, 2021, and it contains a true
and accurate transcript of the testinony given by

ne:

( ) Wthout corrections

( ) Wth corrections as reflected on the
Errata Sheet (s) prepared by ne and
attached hereto consisting of 96

pages.

MONI CA MANZELLA

DATE

REPORTED BY: JAN CE WELCH, CCR
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REPORTER"'" S CERTI FI CATE

This certification is valid only for a
transcri pt acconpanied by ny original signature and
original required seal on this page.

|, Janice Welch, Certified Court Reporter
(#87172), in and for the State of Louisiana, as the
of ficer before whomthis testinony was taken, do
hereby certify that Monica Manzella, after having
been duly sworn by ne upon authority of R S.
37:2554, did testify as hereinbefore set forth in
t he foregoing 91 pages;

That this testinony was reported by ne in
stenotype reporting nethod, was prepared and
transcri bed by nme or under ny personal direction
and supervision, and is a true and correct
transcript to the best of ny ability and
under st andi ng;

That the transcript has been prepared in
conpliance with the transcript fornmat guidelines
required by statute or by rules of the board, and
that | aminfornmed about the conplete arrangenent,
financial or otherwi se, with the person or entity
maki ng arrangenents for deposition services;

That | have acted in conpliance with the

prohi bition on contractual relationships, as
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defi ned by Louisiana Code of G vil Procedure
Article 1434 and in the rul es and advi sory opini ons
of the board;

That | have no actual know edge of any
prohi bited enpl oynent or contractural relationship,
direct or indirect, between a court reporting firm
and any party litigant in this matter nor is there
any such relationshi p between nyself and a party
litigant in this matter. | amnot related to
counsel or to the parties herein, nor am!|
otherwise interested in the outcone of this matter.

SI GNED FEBRUARY 11, 2021

JANI CE VEELCH, CCR

* % %
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Errata Sheet

NAVE OF CASE: CALVIN W BRAXTON, SR V. LOU SIANA STATE TROOPERS ASSQOCI ATION, ET AL.
DATE OF DEPOSI TION: 02/ 03/ 2021
NAME OF W TNESS: Mbnica Manzella
Reason Codes:
1. To clarify the record.
2. To conformto the facts.

3. To correct transcription errors.

Page  Line Reason
From to
Page _ Line Reason
From to
Page  Line Reason
From to
Page  Line Reason
From to
Page  Line Reason
From to
Page  Line Reason
From to
Page  Line Reason
From to
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