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STATE OF LOUI SI ANA
PARI SH OF NATCHI TOCHES
10TH JuDl CI AL DI STRI CT COURT

CALVI N W BRAXTON, SR *
VERSUS * DOCKET NO.: C- 90, 284
LOUI SI ANA STATE TROOPERS *

ASSCOCI ATI ON AND JAY
OLI PHANT *

K ok K K K K K x Kk k Kk Kk Kk Kk K K K Kk X *x *k *k * * * *
The deposition of DONALD RACHAL, taken in

connection wth the captioned cause, pursuant
to the follow ng stipul ati ons before Kim
Tayl or, Certified Court Reporter, at the Law
O fices of McCoy, Roberts & Begnaud, 300 St.
Denis Street, Natchitoches, Louisiana, on the
2nd day of October 2020, begi nning at 11:47

a. m
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APPEARANCES:

FOR THE PLAI NTI FF, CALVI N W BRAXTON, SR :

JILL L. CRAFT

ATTORNEY AT LAW

329 St. Ferdi nand Street

Bat on Rouge, Loui siana 70802
(225) 663-2612

jcraft @raftl aw. net

FOR THE DEFENDANT, LOUI SI ANA STATE TROOPERS
ASSCOCI ATI ON:

FLOYD J. FALCON, JR

AVANT & FALCON

429 CGovernnent Street

Bat on Rouge, Loui siana 70802
(225) 387-4462

fl oydf al con@ahoo. com

FOR THE DEFENDANT, JAY OLI PHANT:

STEVEN M OXENHANDLER

GOLD, VEEMsS, BRUSER, SUES & RUNDELL
2001 MacArthur Drive

Al exandri a, Louisiana 71301

(318) 445-6471

soxenhandl er @ol dweens. com

FOR THE DEFENDANT, LOUI SI ANA DEPARTMENT COF PUBLI C
SAFETY & CORRECTI ONS, OFFI CE OF STATE PQOLI CE:

ALSO

BEN MAYEAUX

NEUNER PATE

One Petrol eum Cent er

1001 West Pi nhook Road, Suite 200
Laf ayette, Louisiana 70503

(337) 237-7000

bmayeaux@euner pat e. com

PRESENT:

LT. MAJOR JAY OLI PHANT
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STI PULATI ON

It is hereby stipulated by and anong counsel
for plaintiff and counsel for defense that the
deposition of

DONALD RACHAL,
be taken before Kim Taylor, Certified Court
Reporter, by counsel for the plaintiff for all
pur poses, pursuant to notice and to the provisions
of the appropriate statutes of the Code of Cvil
Procedure of the State of Loui siana.

The parties hereto waive all formalities in
connection with the taking of said deposition,
except the reading and signing thereof, the swearing
of the witness, and the reduction of the questions
and answers to typewiting.

Per Article 1443(D) of the Louisiana Code of
Cvil Procedure, counsel for all parties reserve all
objections until trial or other use of the

deposi ti on.
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DONALD RACHAL,

after having been duly sworn, was exam ned and did

testify as foll ows:

EXAM NATI ON BY MS. CRAFT:

Q M. Rachal, ny nane is Jill Craft, and I
represent M. Braxton in connection with the
| awsuit that's pending here in Natchitoches
Parish. | know that you and | spoke on the
phone day before yesterday. You had contacted
my office; is that correct?

A Yes.

Q And | returned the call that you had placed to
my office; is that correct?

A Yes.

Q Sir, would you give us your full nanme and
address for the record, please?

A Donal d Rachal, 1316 Shady G ove Road,

Nat chi t oches, Loui si ana.

Q Sir, | am apologetic for you being here, but as
| think |I explained on the phone, | have to do
my job. And sone of that sonetines involves
aski ng people questions | don't want to. Sir,
you were married to Lydia Rachal; is that
correct?

A Yes.

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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And can you tell ne what relationship you have
with M. Oiphant who is seated here in the
roonf?

He's a friend.

Well, you're also related to him sir; are you
not ?
No. Well, he's married to a relative of m ne.
Yes.

In fact, when you and | spoke on the phone, you
told ne that he was your relative; isn't that
right?

Yes. Uh- huh.

And can you tell me howit is he's related to
you?

By his marriage to Danielle Conda. She's ny
cousi n.

Dani el | e Conda?

Uh- huh.

How i s that spelled?

C- 0-n-d-a.

And | neglected to tell you this, but |I may ask
you to spell nanes, places, or things, not to
test your spelling. |It's just when our court
reporter is trying to type, she's not picking

up all the words.
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Ckay.

And so that way she can get it later on and
say, okay, that's howit's actually spelled.
When did M. diphant and Ms. Conda get
married; do you renenber?

| don't renenber.

Do you renenber what year it was?

No, | don't.

Did M. diphant and your cousin, did they date
for a while before they got married?

Yes.

About how many years did they date?

"' mnot sure, ma'am

Did they |live together before they were
married?

' m not sure of that either.

Now, you indicated that you and M. A i phant,
in addition to being related, are friends.
Yes.

How | ong have you been friends?

| guess since we've been in | aw enforcenent.
So how many years is that?

|'d say 30 years.

And you're with the sheriff's office; is that
right?

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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Now | am vyes.

And how | ong have you been with the sheriff's
office?

Si X years.

That's the Natchitoches Parish Sheriff's
Ofice, right?

Yes.

Sorry, let nme finish so she can get it down and
we' re not tal king over each other.

Ckay.

Before that, you were with which | aw
enf or cenent agency?

NSU.

Wi ch is?

Nort hwestern State University.

Pol i ce Depart nent?

Yes.

And how | ong had you been with those peopl e?
Thirty-three (33) years.

When was the last tine you talked to M.

d i phant?

A coupl e of weeks ago.

When was the last tine you texted with M.

d i phant?

| didn't text him

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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What did you and he tal k about a coupl e of
weeks ago?

When | received a subpoena.

And tell nme --

| was wondering what it was about, and he
basically told ne it would be for this
deposition into the -- ny wife's death.
What did he say about that?

What you nean what did he say?

He said this case was about your wife's death?

Yes, because we had tal ked about it a while
back.

What do you nean?

On one occasion, we tal ked and, you know, we
just discussed -- really just basically said,
"What do you think about it?"

On one occasion, you and M. diphant tal ked
about it?

Uh- huh.

|s that a yes, sorry?

Yes. Yes.

She can't take down "uh-huh."

Yes. Uh- huh.

And so when you had the conversation one tine

with M. diphant about your wife's death, was

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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it he who brought it up or you who brought it
up?
\ | did.
D And what did you say to hinf
A | just feel like there was a | ot of things that

P U A~ U R i W

AJ 2 AJ A A

wasn't done with the case back when it happened
20 years ago.

When was that ?

That woul d have been 2000.

In the year 20007?

Yes, May of 2000.

May of 2000 when you had --

Uh- huh.

-- that conversation with M. Qi phant?

No. No.

When your wi fe died?

Yes. Yes.

When did you have the conversation with M.

ad i phant ?

Ch, | think it mght be less than a year or a
year ago sone tine.

Sone time within the last 12 nonths?

Yes. Unh- huh.

Had you talked to himbefore, or had he tal ked

to you before about your wife's death before

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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any tine wwthin the last 12 nont hs?

No. Huh-uh.

Now, you indicated that you guys had been
friends. You' d been friends since the year
2000. D d you and he talk about this stuff at
the tinme it happened?

No. No.

So the only tinme the two of y'all tal ked about

it was within the last 12 nont hs?

Yes.

Did you ever hear any -- hear about M.

d i phant making any statenents -- and | don't
want to tal k about what you and -- you said you

and he tal ked about it one tinme in the last 12
nmonths. Before that tine, had you ever heard
anything in the community -- M. diphant
maki ng any statenents about your wi fe's death?
No.

Had you ever heard anything in the community
about nmaybe ot her peopl e saying things about

your wife's death?

Yeah. It's a small town, so yeah, you hear
runors.
Li ke what ?

Like they didn't -- they just didn't think it

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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happened like | said it did.

Was there sone other sheriff's deputy, and
again, | don't want to be indelicate, to your
know edge that attended your w fe's autopsy?

| really wouldn't know. | wouldn't know.

| don't want to be indelicate, sir, but at the
time it happened, | know it was in Shreveport;
Is that right?

Yes.

And the Shreveport Police Departnent

I nvestigated; is that right?

Ri ght .

And at that tinme, were you satisfied wth their
I nvestigation?

Yes. At one point, yes. But | say satisfied,
but they kept saying they were giving ne

pr of essi onal courtesy and then when -- they
couldn't actually talk to nme about the case,
but that once it was over and the case was
settled, then they would provide ne with any
information that | needed because | was trying
to find closure for ny kids.

| under st and.

Yes.

And did they do that?
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No.

Were you ever able to get the report?

No.

But you tried, right?

Yes.

You tried several tines to get the report on
your wife's death, even after the case was

cl osed?

Yes.

When was the last tine you tried to get the
report on your wife's death?

| don't know. It was --

A coupl e of years ago?

Ch, no, it was back probably '01.

But it was after the case was cl osed?

Yes.

And you, a famly nenber, were not able to get
a copy of that report?

Well, they were cooperating until | started
aski ng the wong questi ons.

Li ke what ?

Li ke who was the | ast person that she tal ked to
or who was the last person that -- and if they
had questi oned M. Braxton concerning her

death. And at the next tine | talked to them
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t hey advised ne that they were no | onger able
to discuss the case with ne because we were

| egal |y divor ced.

But after that tinme, after the case was cl osed
as you understood it, your effort to get a copy
of the report on your wfe's death, you
couldn't even get it yourself.

No.

And you were a | aw enforcenent officer at that
time; is that right?

Yes.

And did you ever ask anyone to try to get a

copy of that report for you?

No, nmm'am
Do you -- did you authorize anyone with the
state police to go back and ook at -- and I'I|

use the correct term nology, to go ook into
your ex-w fe's death?

No.

Did you ever ask M. diphant to have state
police go back and | ook at your wfe's -- your
ex-wife's death --

No.

-- to see if there was any foul play?

No. | told himl would like for it to happen,

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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but I would have to talk with nmy kids first
because | didn't want to put themthrough that
agai n.
And that was sone tine in the last 12 nonths?
Yes, and after talking with them they said no,
they didn't want their nom s name brought back
up again, and | relayed that nessage to him
In the last 12 nont hs?
Yes.
M5. CLARK
Sir, that's all the questions | have.
Thank you. They may have questions for
you. | don't know.
MR, FALCON:
You have questions?
MR,  MAYEAUX:
Go ahead.
MR, FALCON:

Yes, sir.

EXAM NATI ON BY MR FALCON:

Q

M. Rachal, ny nane is Floyd Fal con, and
represent the Louisiana Troopers Association in
this matter.

Yes.

Have you had any invol venent with the Loui si ana

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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Tr oopers Associ ation?

No, sir.

Ever tal ked to anybody with the Loui siana
Troopers Associ ation about your wife's death?
No, sir.

Ever tal ked to anybody with the Loui siana

Tr oopers Associ ati on about Col onel A i phant?
No, sir.

And |i ke you said, you know Col onel d i phant.
You' ve been knowi ng him from years through your
association with |law enforcenent; is that
correct?

Yes, sir.

Now, Ms. Craft enphasized nmultiple tines in her
brief questioning that this all occurred, this
di scussion with diphant, occurred in the | ast
12 nmonths. Are you sure that it wasn't |onger
than that, sir?

It may have been. It may be | onger than that.
| " m not sure.

Yes, Sir.

| really have to -- | didn't really wite down
anywhere, nake a nental note --

She suggested 12 nonths to you, and you

accepted that --

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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MS. CRAFT:

No, sir, M. Falcon, that's not what
happened. He said within the |ast six
nonths to a year.

MR, FALCON:

| ' m asking the questions. You can
obj ect .

MS. CRAFT:

| understand, but |'m going to object
to your question because it's inproper.
MR, FALCON:

And you can answer it, sir.

A It may be. It may have been longer. It nmay
have been | onger.

MR, FALCON:

Q One further question, sir. Wre you -- did you
ever hear that at the tine of your wife's
death, and | don't want to be indelicate
either, but at the tinme of your ex-wife's death
that she was using a vehicle that was owned by

M. Calvin Braxton?

A Yes.

Q Did you ever find out anything about that?
A Like | said --

Q St uf f

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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Yeah. | know that to be a fact because of the
conversation | had with himat the tine of her
deat h.

Wth whon?

M. Braxton.

And what did M. Braxton tell you at the tine
of her death?

At the tinme, ny youngest daughter was actually
driving a -- it was an Expedition, and he
wanted to know if | would let himcontinue to
pay the note on the vehicle that he had been
payi ng for for ny daughter to drive. And |
told hi munder no circunstances would | all ow
himto do that. And the vehicle was parked at
my kids' house at the tinme until ny son
actually ended up buying the vehicl e because ny
daughter was not allowed to drive it anynore.
In addition to that Expedition, was there

anot her vehicle that Calvin was providing to
any nmenbers of your fam|ly?

No, sir. Not that | knew of anyway.

Now, one of the things |I -- if | understood you
correctly, one of the things you were concerned
about the Shreveport Police Departnent

I nvestigation is whether or not that they had

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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I nterrogated Cal vin Braxton?

A Yes, sir.

D And were you able to determne -- were you ever
-- did you ever |earn whether or not they did?

A No, sir.

D Did you ever get any information on that issue?

\ Like | said, once | started asking questions
pertaining to him all the cooperation with the
Shreveport PD was shut down between ne and the
I nvestigating detective.

D And when you had that conversation with the
Shreveport Police Departnent, could that have
been prior to them conpl eting and cl osi ng out
their investigation?

A Yes, sir.

MS. CRAFT:

|"mgoing to object to the form
That's not what he testified to, M.
Fal con. If you want to get himto change
his testinony, that's one thing.
MR, FALCON:

| asked himcould it have been prior to
the end of their investigation.

\ Like | said, I wouldn't know because they

st opped cooperating with ne. So | didn't know

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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I f the investigation was conplete or not.

MR, FALCON:

Q Do you know the date they closed their file on
their investigation?

A No, sir, | don't.

Q And do you -- can you correlate the date that
-- this unknown date when they closed the file
Wi th your conversation -- your inquiry about
them taking Calvin Braxton's statenent?

A No, sir.

MR, FALCON:
Thank you, sir. That's all | have.

EXAM NATI ON BY MR, OXENHANDLER:

Q M. Rachal, nmy nane is Steve Oxenhandl er, and |
represent Colonel Aiphant. You testified
earlier that you are related to M. Qi phant,

but you're not personally related by bl ood?

A No. No.

Q And your wife is sonehow rel ated to Col onel
diphant -- | nean, your --

A No.

Q -- hiswfe is --

A Hs wwife is related to ne, yes.

Q And how is that?

A Her dad is my first cousin.

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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Q And if | told you that Col onel Aiphant and his

wife were married on Cctober 12th of 2018,
woul d you have any reason to doubt that?
A No, sir.
Q Do you recall giving Colonel diphant any

war ni ng regardi ng Cal vin Braxton?

A | told him!l didn't trust him | didn't trust

-- | don't trust himat all.

Q Did you ever tell Colonel diphant that he

needed to be careful regarding Cal vin Braxton?

A Yes, | did.
Q And what did you nean by that?
A Because he's unpredictable.
Q Do you renenber when you told Cal vin Braxton
t hat ?
MS. CRAFT:
You nean --

A | never tal ked to Cal vin Braxton.
MR, OXENHANDLER
Q |"msorry, when you told Colonel diphant
A Not exactly, no.
Q Sonme tine in the |last year or --
A Pr obabl y.
Q -- coupl e of years?
A Yes, sir. Uh-huh,

t hat ?

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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Q Did you tell Colonel diphant anything el se
about Cal vin Braxton?

A No, sir.

Q And you never saw any report authored by
Col onel d i phant regarding Calvin Braxton, did
you?

A No, sir.

MR.  OXENHANDLER:
Those are all the questions | have.
M5. CRAFT:
Coupl e of foll ow ups.
RE- EXAM NATI ON BY MS. CRAFT:
Q Didn't you tell nme --
MR, FALCON:
M. Mayeaux m ght have --
MS. CRAFT:
Ch, sorry, go ahead.

EXAM NATI ON BY MR NAYEAUX:

Q M. Rachal, |'m Ben Mayeaux. | represent
Loui siana State Police. D d you ever talk to
anybody fromthe Louisiana State Police about
Ms. Lydia' s death?

A No, sir.

MR, MAYEAUX:
That's all | have. Thank you.
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RE- EXAM NATI ON BY MS. CRAFT:

Q Didn't you tell nme on the phone, M. Rachal,
that M. diphant at sone point asked you to
check on his house to make sure that it was
saf e?

A | would patrol that area. That's ny area to
patrol with the sheriff's office, and | told

himI| woul d make passes by in ny patrols.

Q Ri ght. Because he asked you to do so; isn't
that right?

A | volunteered to do it. Unh-huh.

Q And what --

A To make sure that his famly was safe.

Q And that was within the | ast year or so?

A Probably. Yeah.

Q And did he tell you what concerns, if any, he

had for his famly's safety?
A Yeah, he nentioned sonething to ne about a
suspi ci ous vehicle parked right down fromhis

house.

Q Well, you patrol that area. Have you ever seen

anything like that?
A | mean, what | woul d consider suspicious it
woul dn't be the sane, so...

Q So the answer is --

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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| never -- | never -- | patrol nostly during

t he daytine, so...

You never saw anyt hi ng?

No, nmm' am
MS. CRAFT:

That's all | have. Thank you, sir.

And | appreciate your patience. You have
the right to read and sign your deposition
as short as it is, which neans the court
reporter is going to type out -- it's going
to take her a little while to type out what
she got fromthe questions and answers.
She can send it to you, and you have the
right to nake corrections on the sheet that
she'll attach. |It's called an errata
sheet. They'll have, like, |ines what you
think it should say and the reason for the
change. You can do that, or you can waive
it and the transcript wll stand however

she types it. That's up to you.

THE W TNESS:
Ckay.
MB. CRAFT:

So you need to | et her know.

THE COURT REPORTER:

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com
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Do you want to read and sign,
want to waive it?
THE W TNESS:
Yeah, I'll read it.
THE COURT REPORTER:
You'll read it?
THE W TNESS:

Yes, ma'am

THE W TNESS WAS EXCUSED
DEPCSI TI ON CONCLUDED AT: 12:04 P. M

or do you

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com
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CERTI FI CATE

This certification is valid only for a
transcri pt acconpani ed by ny original signature and
original required seal on this certificate.

|, KimTaylor, Certified Court Reporter in and
for the State of Louisiana, as the officer before
whomthis testinony was taken, do hereby certify
t hat DONALD RACHAL, after having been duly sworn by
me upon authority of R S. 37:2554, did testify on
the 2nd day of October 2020, at Natchitoches,
Loui si ana, as hereinbefore set forth in the
foregoing 25 pages; that this testinony was reported
by nme in the Stenographic reporting nethod, was
prepared and transcri bed by ne or under ny personal
di rection and supervision, and is true and correct
to the best of ny ability and understandi ng; that
the transcript has been prepared in conpliance with
the transcript format guidelines required by statute
and rules of the board; that | aminfornmed about the
conpl ete arrangenent, financial or otherwise, with
the person or entity making arrangenents for
deposition services; that | have acted in conpliance
Wi th the prohibition on contractual relationships,

as defined by Louisiana Code of G vil Procedure

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com
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Article 1434 and rules of the board; that | have no
actual know edge of any prohibited enpl oynent or
contractual relationship, direct or indirect,
between a court reporting firmand any party
litigant in this nmatter, nor is there any such
rel ati onshi p between nyself and a party litigant in
this matter; that | amnot related to counsel or to
any of the parties hereto, | amin no manner
associ ated with counsel for any of the interested
parties to this litigation, and I amin no way
concerned with the outcone thereof.

This 15th day of Novenber 2020, Lafayette,

Loui si ana.

Ki m Tayl or, CCR #91244

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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Errata Sheet

NAME OF CASE: CALVIN W BRAXTON, SR VERSUS LQU SI ANA STATE TROCPERS ASSOCI ATION, ET AL
DATE OF DEPCSI TION: 10/ 02/ 2020
NAVE CF W TNESS: Donal d Rachal
Reason Codes:
1. To clarify the record.
2. To conformto the facts.

3. To correct transcription errors.

Page  Line _ Reason
From to
Page  Line _ Reason
From to
Page  Line  Reason
From to
Page  Line  Reason
From to
Page  Line  Reason
From to
Page  Line  Reason
From to
Page  Line  Reason
From to
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