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STI PULATI ON

It is stipulated and agreed by and between
all Counsel that the testinony of KEVIN W REEVES,
on Cctober 1, 2020, is hereby being taken for
di scovery purposes and for any and all purposes
aut hori zed under the Louisiana Code of Cvil

Pr ocedur e.

The witness reserves the right to read and
sign the deposition. The original is to be
delivered to and retained by Jill L. Craft, Esq.,
for proper filing with the Cerk of Court.

Al |l objections, except those as to the
formof the question and the responsiveness of the
answer, are considered reserved until trial or other

use of the deposition.

* * %

Leslie B. Doyle, Certified Court Reporter
in and for the State of Louisiana, officiated in

adm ni stering the oath to the w tness.
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KEVI N W REEVES,
havi ng been first duly sworn, was exam ned
and testified as foll ows:
* % *
M5. CRAFT: And, Counsel, for the
record, again, |I'minvoking sequestration.

| would further request, for the purposes
of the conpl eteness of the record, that if
anybody enters or | eaves the room that we
| et the court reporter audi bly know t hat
so she can notate that on the deposition
record. |Is that fair enough?
MR, MAYEAUX: Okay with us.
COURT REPORTER  That was M. Mayeaux?
MR, MAYEAUX: Yes, it was.
COURT REPORTER  Sorry. | may have
to -- since | can't see everyone on
canmera, | nmay have to interrupt to
clarify. | apol ogi ze.
MS. CRAFT: Everybody el se okay?
MR. OXENHANDLER: Yes.
MR FALCON: Yes.
EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. CRAFT:
Q Al right. M. Reeves, as you know, ny

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com
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nane is Jill Craft, and | represent Calvin Braxton
In connection with a lawsuit that is currently
pending in Natchitoches Parish. It's very inportant
during the course of this deposition that you
under stand what |'m asking you, and if at any tine
you do not, please tell nme to stop and rephrase it.
| "' m happy to do so.

A Yes, ma' am

Q It's also inportant, particularly because
we're doing this by Zoom that nods of the head yes
or no cannot be taken down by the reporter, so you
need to make sure to answer out | oud.

My final instruction is unique to ne

i nsofar as | may ask you to spell nanes, places or
things. Not to test your spelling. It's just a |ot

easier for our reporter to get those down as we go

along. |s that fair enough?
A. Yes, ma'am | under st and.
Q And, finally, because we are doing this

deposition by Zoom | would ask that you woul d take
a deep breath before you start answering any of ny
questions, and I will do the sane with respect to
you, so that we do not end up tal king over each
other. It will acconplish two things. One, the

audio wll cut out, and, two, the court reporter

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com
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wi Il not be able to make out what we are saying. |Is
that fair enough?

A. You have ny word | won't talk over you.

Q The other instruction is, because we're
here by Zoom |'mgoing to ask you, sir, on your
oath that you will not observe any hand signals,
facial gestures, notes, or any other cues or pronpts
to you giving this deposition for the purposes of
today. Ckay, sir?

A Yes, ma' am

Q Wul d you give ne your full nane and
address, please, sir?

A Kevi n Wayne Reeves, 7919 | ndependence
Boul evard, Bat on Rouge, Loui siana 70806.

Q And | do need you to speak up just a tad
nore so that we can nmake sure we get that down. Let
ne see if | can turn this volunme up. Yeah, it's at
full blast.

Al right. M. Reeves, would you wal k ne
t hrough your educational background, starting with
where and when you graduat ed hi gh school, please,
sir?

A. Graduat ed hi gh school from Tara Hi gh
School in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, in 1986. |

graduat ed from Loui si ana Tech University in 2000.

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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Q And what is your degree in from Loui siana
Tech?
A. Soci ol ogy.
COURT REPORTER: |'m sorry.
Soci ol ogy?
THE WTNESS: Yes, mm' am
COURT REPORTER:  Thank you.
BY M5. CRAFT:
Q Can you wal k ne through your enpl oynent
history in | aw enforcenent, please, sir?
A Yes, ma'am |'ve worked -- deputy with
t he East Baton Rouge Sheriff's Ofice, reserve
deputy with East Baton Rouge Sheriff's Ofice; and
wor ked as an investigator with the East Baton Rouge
District Attorney's Ofice; and, in 1990, | becane
enpl oyed with the Louisiana State Police as a
t rooper.
Q How | ong did you serve as a reserve deputy

with the East Baton Rouge Parish Sheriff's Ofice?

A | think nmaybe a year. |'mnot sure.

Q |'"msorry. Eight years or one year?

A One.

Q And do you recall what year that was?
A | believe it was ' 89.

Q What did you do between your graduation

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com
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from high school in '86 and working as a reserve
deputy in 19897

A At t ended LSU.

Q And you attended LSU for three years?

A Yes, ma'am approxi mately.

Q And you did not obtain a degree?

A No, ma' am

Q And what was your course of study?

A Crimnal justice.

Q So why did you | eave LSU wi t hout
conpl eting your degree?

A | left to becone a trooper wth the
Loui siana State Police.

Q So you left in 19907

A Yes, ma'am

Q Did you have any jobs --

A. Probably part-tinme in 1989. I'msorry. |
didn't nean to talk over you. Probably went
part-tinme in 1989 with -- | nean, in 1990, the first

of "90, with the District Attorney's Ofice, then |
dropped out to go to work for Louisiana State
Pol i ce.

Q Ckay. So you worked part-tine as an
I nvestigator with the District Attorney's Ofice in

the year 19907?

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com
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A. No, ma'am | worked full-tine as an
I nvestigator from January of 1990 to probably My of
1990 with the District Attorney's Ofice, where |
al so went to school part-tine.

Q So what jobs did you hold between your
graduation from Tara H gh School and becom ng a
full-time investigator with the District Attorney's
O fice in January of 19907

A | believe | worked for a hardware store.
| worked for a pharmacy. | worked for sone | aw
firnms as a runner.

Q Okay. And are you telling nme that the
reason you left LSU was to becone a State Police

trooper in 19907

A Yes, ma' am
Q How cl ose were you to your degree then?
A. |"mnot really sure. | went back to

school in 1999 at Louisiana Tech and obtained a
degree in a year.

Q Ckay. Wen you first went to State
Police, it's true, is it not, that you attended an
acadeny. Yes?

A Yes.

Q And was that at that tinme the LSU Basic

Law Enforcenent Acadeny?

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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A No, ma'am It was Louisiana State Police
Trai ni ng Acadeny.

Q Okay. And the training acadeny was how
many nont hs?

A M ne was 13 weeks.

Q And after your graduation fromthe
acadeny, what did you do?

A | was assigned to uniform patrol at Troop

Q And can you tell ne who sone of your field

training officers were at Troop A?

A | believe a Tommy Joffrion.

Q Spell that, please.

A "Il do ny best. J-OF-F-RI-ON denn
Verrett.

Q Verrett is VVEERR E-T-T?

A | think so.

Stanley Giffin.

Giffinis as we think, GRI-F-F-1-N?
Yes, ma' am

Ckay.

And Bob Landry.

Landry?

Yes, ma'am

o >» O >» O >» O

M. Giffin, he went on to be in gam ng;

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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Is that correct?

A "' mnot sure. He went on to be
superintendent of State Police.

Q Sir, once you conpleted your field
training office program what did you do?

A. | was a uniformpatrol trooper at Troop A

Q And how | ong did you do that?

A Until ny transfer to Troop F in 1993.

Q And where is Troop F | ocated?

A Monr oe.

Q And how did the transfer to Troop F cone
about ?

A. | requested it.

Q Wy ?

A Because | wanted to transfer to Monroe.

Q Was there famly or sonmething up there?

A. | guess that's where ny wife and | were

going to make our hone.

Q kay. And while you were at Troop A did
you mai ntain the sane rank, or has your rank
changed? Did it change at Troop A?

A | was the sanme rank at Troop A

Q VWhi ch was trooper; is that right?

A Yes, ma' am

Q And t hen when you went to Troop F, did

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com
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your rank stay the sane?

A Yes, ma' am

Q And what was your assignnent at Troop F?

A Uni form patrol .

Q So walk me from Troop F forward, the ranks
and positions you' ve held and what years.

A In 1997, | transferred into narcotics. In
1998, | was pronoted back to uniformpatrol as a
sergeant. In 2003, | was pronoted to |ieutenant.

In 2008, | was pronoted to troop conmander. In
2013, | was pronoted to najor, a region major of a
Region 3. And in 2017, | was pronoted to
superi nt endent.

Q Ckay. Wen you were assigned to
narcotics, were you still working out of Troop F in
Monr oe?

A Yes, ma'am The Monroe field office.

Q "' msorry?

A The Monroe field office of the Bureau of
| nvestigation, which was | ocated at Troop F.

Q I n 1998, when you were pronoted to a
sergeant over uniformpatrol, where were you
wor ki ng?

A Troop F.

Q And in 2003, when you becane a |i eutenant,

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com
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where were you wor ki ng?
A Troop F.
Q When you becane a lieutenant, did you
remain in uniformpatrol?
A Yes, ma' am
Q And in 2008, as troop comrander, was that

al so at Troop F?

A Yes, ma' am

Q And in 2013, you becane the mmjor over
Regi on 3?

A Yes, mm' am

Q That i ncludes what areas?

A Troop E, F and G Al exandria, Monroe and
Shr eveport.

Q Does that also include the Natchitoches
area?

A. Yes, ma'am The Natchitoches area is in
the Troop E area.

Q Ckay. And then you becane superint endent

in 2017. That was by appointnent; is that correct?

A Yes, ma' am

Q You were appoi nted by who?

A Governor John Bel Edwards.

Q And you replaced who as superi ntendent?
A "' msorry?

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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Q You repl aced who as superintendent?

A M ke Ednonson.

Q Can you tell ne anything about your
affiliation with the Louisiana State Troopers
Associ ation?

A | am a nenber of the Louisiana State
Tr oopers Associ ati on.

Q And how | ong have you been a nenber?

A | believe |I've been a nenber since | hired
on the job in 1990.

Q Have you ever held any positions within
the State Troopers Associ ation?

A No, nmm' am

Q Have you ever served as a representative
on behalf of a particular location or unit?

A No, ma' am

Q Did you have any conversations with anyone
regarding the State Troopers Associ ation wanting
sonme sort of affidavit as it related to a 2015
I ncident involving ny client, M. Braxton?

A | don't knowif | would termit as an
affidavit. | did, as the region major of Region 3,

have the occasion to have a conversation with then
Captain Aiphant concerning an inquiry asking for

sonme docunentation on an incident that occurred wth

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com
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your client.

Q | nqui ry from whonf

A. The State Troopers Association is what |
was told.

Q And who told you that?

A. Captain diphant.

Q Tell nme what you renenber about your
conversation with Captain diphant about this
inquiry to himon -- by the State Troopers
Associ ati on.

A | believe that they wanted sone form of

docunentation as nenorializing a conversation that
he had had with M. Braxton.

Q And when you say "they," you nean the
Loui si ana State Troopers Associ ati on want ed t hat
docunent ati on?

A Yes, ma'am That's ny under st andi ng.

Q And did M. diphant tell you who
affiliated with the State Troopers Associ ati on had
made that request of hinf

A Not that | recall.

Do you recall it being a M. Hyatt?
| don't recall.

And who is M. Hyatt?

> O > O

He was a trooper with State Police.

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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Q And what is his position?

A | believe he's in evidence.

Q And do you know what position, if any, he
holds within the State Troopers Associ ati on?

A. | do not. | think he's on the board, but
| "' m not sure what position he is.

Q Did M. diphant give you any indication
as to who, which troopers, or whether it was the
executive director of the State Troopers Associ ation
who was requesting that he prepare docunentation?

A No, ma'am Not that | recall.

Q Did you inquire of him hey, who's asking

for this?
A No, nmm'am
Q Did you -- prior to this conversation you

had with M. diphant, did you hear anything about
sone sort of alleged conversation between he and
Cal vi n Braxton?

A Yes, ma'am | did.

Q Tell nme what you had heard.

A You' re tal king about prior to the request
for the docunentation?

Q Yeah. Prior to the request for
docunentation fromthe State Troopers Associ ati on.

A. Yes, ma' am | had heard that -- from

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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Captain diphant that he had had a conversation wth
M. Braxton concerning the arrest of, | believe it
was M. Braxton's daughter, for DW

Q VWhat did he tell you about that?

A. My understanding, that in the
conversation, that M. Braxton was not very happy
that the State Police had arrested his daughter for
DW, and that he was expressing his displeasure with
It, that he was on the Conm ssion and was not
extended a courtesy when it canme to his daughter.

Q Did you ever talk to M. Braxton
personal | y about any of this?

A. Not that | recall.

Q Have you ever spoken with M. Braxton

personally to attenpt to obtain his side of the

story?

A No, ma'am | don't think so.

Q Have you ever spoken with M. Braxton?

A | have, yes.

Q | n what circunstances?

A | don't renmenber. It wasn't anything of
consequential matter. He -- | think he reached out

to me when | becane superintendent to congratul ate
me.

Q Ckay. So have you ever talked to Governor

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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Edwar ds about M. Braxton?
A | don't recall if | have or not.
Q Have you ever tal ked to anyone on Gover nor
Edwar ds' staff about M. Braxton?
A | don't think so, as specific wth any --
|"msorry. | don't recall with any specificity as

to what, other than the fact that we were under a
| awsuit from M. Braxton.

Q Ckay.

A. Wul d be the only conversation | woul d
have had with him but | can't recall nmuch about
t hat .

Q So can you tell me when that was?

A. | really can't. | guess it would have
been in short termof learning that we were being
sued.

Q So woul d that have been after the State
Police was added as a defendant sonetine |ast year,
or would it have been in 2017-2018, when the
original lawsuit was filed? Do you renenber?

A | really don't recall. M conversations
about this have been very limted.

Q Ckay. So when did you first hear from
M. diphant about sone interaction he had with

M. Braxton?

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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A. | don't recall the date. | would assune
it would have been in close proximty to the phone

call that they had.

Q And what nmakes you assune that?

A |"msorry?

Q What nakes you assune that?

A Well, | was his supervisor, and |I'msure

that he was naeking ne aware of M. Braxton's
di spl easure.

Q | s that sonmething you recall, or is that
just a guess on your part, sir?

A That woul d be a guess on ny part.

Q (kay. Let's not guess. |If you don't

remenber sonething, please tell ne, | don't
remenber.
A. | don't recall.

Q But you do recall he indicated that he had
a conversation with ny client, and ny client had
expressed sone dissatisfaction, for |lack of a better
phrase; is that right?

A Yes, ma' am

Q And do you recall M. diphant expressing
to you any concerns that he had relative to this
exchange wwth M. Braxton, other than M. Braxton

was unhappy?

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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A. | think that M. Braxton had nade sone
requests that the trooper be transferred.

Q Okay. Did you ever talk to M. Ednonson
about the situation at all?

A No, ma' am

Q And so when M. diphant relayed that to
you, how did he relay that to you, that M. Braxton
wanted the trooper, which would be M. Linebaugh, I
assune, transferred?

A | believe wanted himto be transferred
down -- we had a detail in New Oleans. Wnted him
transferred to New Ol eans for a period of tine.

Q And did M. diphant indicate to you why?

A. | believe that he wanted himto get his
m nd right.

Q Ckay. What el se? Anything you renenber
fromthis conversation?

A. | don't remenber a whole lot fromthe
conver sati on.

Q Did it concern you, sir, as M. Qdiphant's
supervi sor, when he relayed this conversation to
you?

A Vell, it would concern ne that sonmeone on
the State Police Comm ssion, if they were making

statenents and suggestions as to that after an

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com



© 00 N oo 0o B~ W DN PP

N D N NDDNMNMNDNN P P P PP P PR
a b~ W N b O © 00 N O O B~ W N - O

KEVIN W. REEVES 10/01/2020
Page 22

arrest of a famly nenber, that would cause ne sone
concern.
Q So what exactly did you do about your

concern at that tine, sir?

A. | don't believe we did anything. |
believe that it was ny understanding that -- and |'m
going off nmenory here from several years ago. It

was ny understanding that M. Braxton and Captain
Aiphant are fromthe sane area, and that they knew
who each other was, and that they were having
conversati ons.

Q So you did not have any concern about the
conversation that M. diphant relayed to you that
he had had with M. Braxton, or you did have
concern?

A. | did have concerns, but | was under the
I npression M. Braxton and Captain diphant were
wor ki ng that out.

Q What gave you that inpression, sir?

A Like | told you, they're associ ates and
t hey know each other fromthe sane town, so
figured that they knew each ot her and were havi ng
conver sati ons.

Q So aside fromyour guess at the tine, did

anybody relate to you that M. diphant and

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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M. Braxton had either worked it out or were in the
process of working it out?

A No, ma'am

Q Ckay. So as his supervisor,

M. diphant's supervisor, when he relayed this
conversation to you, and you said you had concerns,
nmy question originally was, what did you do? And if
the answer is nothing --

A | answered your question and said | didn't
do anything. W were nonitoring the situation.

Q How were you nonitoring the situation?

A Vell, I'"'msure that we woul d have been
made aware if anything needed to cone to our
attention from Captain A iphant.

Q Ckay. So you weren't actually actively
nmonitoring the situation; you were just waiting for
M. Qiphant to tell you if sonething bad happened,
right?

A Sure. Sure.

Q And M. diphant never relayed to you that
anyt hi ng bad happened; am | correct?

A Just that M. Braxton had nade a request
that -- or had made the statenent that perhaps
Tr ooper Linebaugh needed to do sone tine in New

Oleans to get his mnd right.
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Q Right. But that was in the initial
conversation you said you had wwth M. di phant.

A Yes, ma'am

Q And then, after that, you said you did
not hi ng, and so then | asked you about nonitoring,
and you said that, you know, basically, | was
waiting for M. Oiphant to tell nme if sonething bad
happened after that. So ny question was, aml to
assune - -

A. | f there was anything of note that

happened after that.

Q Ri ght .

A. It doesn't have to be if sonething bad
happened after that. |f anything of note happened
after that.

Q Al right. Using your verbiage, am!|
correct, then, sir, that nothing of note happened,
because M. A iphant did not communicate with you
agai n about it, right?

A | believe that M. diphant was having
conversations. They don't communicate everything to
the major of every conversation that they have, only
the ones that they nmake us aware of. |'m not asking
hi mevery day what's going on with it.

Q kay. So then tell nme what you were nade
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aware of between the initial discussions you had
with M. Odiphant about the all eged statenent by
M. Braxton and fast-forward to June of 2016. In

that six-nmonth period, sir, did M. diphant ever
express to you that he had any issues or concerns
about any continuing interaction wwth M. Braxton?

A | " m sure we had conversations, but | don't
recall what they were.

Q Ckay. So aside fromyour innate feeling
that you're sure, do you have any docunents or notes
that would reflect whether you had any conversati ons
with M. diphant where he expressed any concern in
t hat ensuing six-nmonth period of tinme?

A. | have no docunentation or notes.

Q But the next thing that | think you did
tell us about was that M. A iphant had been
approached by the Louisiana State Troopers
Associ ati on, who asked himto prepare docunentation

about his interaction wwth M. Braxton; is that

correct?
A That is correct.
Q Tell me how many tines in your affiliation

with the State Troopers that you are aware of any
trooper receiving an inquiry or request fromthe

State Troopers Association to provide them
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docunent at i on.
A | m not aware of any.
Q Tell me how many tines in your affiliation

wth State Police are you aware of any situation
where the State Troopers Associ ati on asked a state
trooper to prepare sone sort of incident report or
docunentati on of an all eged incident.

None that apply to nme, so |I'mnot sure.

Wth the exception of this case, correct?

> O >

|"'maware of this case, yes, nma'am

Q Ckay. So am | correct, then, what your
under standing was, M. diphant was going to prepare
sone sort of incident report at the request or
because of the request fromthe State Troopers
Associ ati on?

A. No, ma'am He wasn't prepared to file any
ki nd of docunentation with the State Troopers
Associ ation. He nade ne aware that they had made a
request.

Q Right. And his response was, he was goi ng
to prepare a report; is that correct?

A No, ma'am

Q Ckay. What was the response?

A From hi n?

Q

Yes.
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A H s response to ne was they had asked.

Q And what did you tell hin®

A. | told himthat we did not prepare
correspondence for agencies that are outside or
entities that are outside the scope of the Louisiana
State Police in the hierarchy. |If we were going
to -- if it was felt that this incident should be
menorialized, that we need to do it within the
agency.

Q kay. So let ne break that down. As |
understood it, and correct ne if I'mwong, the
original request fromthe State Troopers Associ ation
was that M. diphant prepare sone sort of affidavit
or docunent specific for the State Troopers
Association; is that right?

A. That woul d be ny under st andi ng.

Q And M. diphant cane and tal ked to you
about it as his commanding officer; is that correct?

A Yes, ma' am

Q Was anyone el se present when you had this
conversation with M. Qi phant?

A | don't think so. | don't even know t hat
| could agree with you that he cane and tal ked to ne
about it or whether we did it on the phone.

Q (kay. However you guys tal ked about it.
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A. Ri ght .

Q You had a conversation about it, and you
told M. diphant, we're not going to prepare
docunents specifically for LSTA, but you can prepare
an incident report or you should prepare an incident
report about i1t?

A | advised himthat if there was going to
be any paperwork filled out on this matter to
menorialize the incident, it would be submtted
t hrough the chain of conmand of State Poli ce.

Q You understand at this point in tinme the

al | eged incident had occurred al nost six nonths

earlier?
A. Yes, ma' am
Q And so, am | correct, under State Police

training, aren't you supposed to docunent incidents
at the tinme they occur?

A. I n sone cases, but there's nothing that
prevents us fromany tinme passage of docunenting an
I nci dent .

Q Wel |, what about if you're accusing
sonebody of a crine, the crine of intimdation of an
officer? Aren't you supposed --

MR, MAYEAUX: hject to the form
BY MS. CRAFT:
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Q Subject to the objection, sir, aren't you
supposed to docunent that at the tinme or near the
time it occurs?

MR. MAYEAUX: bject to the form
BY M5. CRAFT:

Q You can answer, Sir.
A |"'m sorry. Wat was the question again?
Q | f you're accusing sonebody of the crine

of intimdation of an officer, aren't you supposed
to docunent that at the time it occurs?
MR. MAYEAUX: hject to the form You
can answer.

A. | would say that you could, but there's
not hi ng sayi ng you couldn't docunent it with sone
ti me passage.

BY M5. CRAFT:

Q Six nonths, sir? 1Is that what you're
telling us? Six nonths would be an appropriate tine
passage if the accusation is intimdation of an
of ficer?

MR, MAYEAUX: Object to the form

A Ma'am | would say that that's what
happened here, was six nonths passed. Now, whet her
or not that's what you would say is proper or not, |

can't answer that question.
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BY MS. CRAFT:
Q Vell, let me --
A. That' s what happened.
Q Let ne ask you this question, sir: How

many of ficers have you disciplined in your tenure

with State Police for not turning in their reports

tinmely?
A | could not give an answer for that.
Q "' msorry?
A. | couldn't tell you an answer to that.
Q You certainly have -- you certainly have

di sciplined officers for not tinely turning in their
reports; is that correct?

A Yes, ma'am |'msure we have.

Q And there are officers, are there not, at
State Police who have actually | ost pay, in other
words, they were either suspended or even term nated
for not turning in their reports tinely; isn't that
right?

A | couldn't answer that question.

Q How about you? What types of discipline
have you i nposed upon officers in State Police for
not tinmely turning in their reports?

A | don't recall. |It's not a regular

occurrence that we have.
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Q Understood. |s there a policy at
Loui siana State Police regardi ng when you are
supposed to turn in incident reports relating to
I nci dent s?
A. | -- m'am | think that you are -- |I'm

asking. Are you confused that an incident report is
a crimnal report? An incident report is just
menorializing -- it can be just nenorializing an
incident. |If you're thinking in terns of | ocal
police departnents and our crimnal aspect of

I nvestigation, then you have an initial report, but
that's a separate initial report froman incident
report. So we're tal king about an incident report
wher e soneone can nenorialize sonething at any point
that they would like to in reference to any

I nci dent .

Q My question was about the policy of State
Police as it relates to incident reports. Are you
telling ne there's no State Police policy relating
to incident reports?

A | don't believe | said that at all.
believe | said that 1'd have to go back and | ook
at the -- | didn't say that, but I'mtelling you,
|'d have to go back and | ook at the policy to

refresh ny nenory. That's why we have it witten
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down.

Q Sitting here today, do you have any
recollection in general terns what the State Police
policy is regarding incident reports?

A. No, ma'am | do not.

Q Ckay. Now, with respect to this
particular incident, did M. diphant ever express
to you that he believed the behavior of M. Braxton
to have been crimnal in any fashion?

A Not that | recall.

Q Because am | correct that, if M. diphant
had relayed to you that he believed the behavior to
be crimnal, you would have taken action, would you
not ?

A We woul d have certainly | ooked into it.

Q And can you tell ne whether or not anyone
ever investigated the exchange between M. d i phant
and M. Braxton outside of what M. Qiphant told
you his interactions were?

A. No, ma'am Not that | recall.

Q Did M. diphant ever tell you why LSTA
wanted himto prepare docunentation regarding
M. Braxton?

A Not that | recall.

Q Did you know why?
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A No, nmm'am

Q Did you know at the tine that there was
sone sort of friction between the State Troopers
Associ ation and M. Braxton?

A. No, ma'am Not that | recall.

Q Did you talk to anyone at the LSTA
regarding M. Braxton at that tinme, --

A. No.

Q -- which would be -- let ne finish -- June
of 20167

A No, ma' am

Q So at sone point in tinme, you instructed
M. diphant to prepare an incident report; is that
right?

A Yes. | had conversations with Lieutenant
Col onel David Staton, who was the deputy
superintendent of patrol, and we work in a chain of
command here in State Police, so | advised himof
the situation, and then advi sed Col onel A iphant, |
nmean, then Captain Aiphant, that he could wite an
i ncident report for the State Police.

Q What did you tell M. Staton?

A. | told M. Staton the request that had
been made of then Captain Oiphant in reference to

t he 1 ncident.
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Q By the State Troopers Association; is that

right?
A. Yes, ma'am
Q And did you tell M. -- did M. Staton

express to you that he had had conversations with
anyone at State Troopers Associ ation about getting

this docunentation done by M. diphant?

A Absol utely not, no, ma'am

Q M. Staton was above you in the chain of
command?

A Yes, ma'am He's lieutenant col onel over
patrol .

Q And, to your know edge, did he speak to
anybody above hi n?

A | don't know.

Q Do you know if he had any neetings with
ot her command staff about the request fromthe State
Troopers Association directed to M. diphant to
prepare docunentation?

A | do not know.

Q At any tine in your conversations with
either M. Staton or M. diphant, did it strike you
as odd that the request was com ng six nonths after
the all eged incident had occurred?

A. | didn't give it that nmuch thought.
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knew t hat we had had a request or had been told that
we had had a request fromthe State Troopers

Associ ation for sone docunentation. M point of
view, which was al so shared by Lieutenant Col onel
Staton, was, not with any other ill intent, other
than, if we're going to docunent an incident that
happened, it would be docunented within the

Loui siana State Police, not for an external

or gani zati on.

Q wll, didn't --

A That was it.

Q Did M. diphant tell you, for exanple,
that he knew the incident report itself would becone
a public record?

MR, MAYEAUX: (Object to the form You
can answer.
BY M5. CRAFT:

Q You can answer it.

A You asked if Captain diphant told ne
t hat ?

Q Yeah.

A No, ma'am | don't recall that
conver sati on.

Q Did anybody tell you, if you docunent it

as an incident report, it will then becone a public
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record, and the State Troopers Associ ation can get

It that way?

A No, ma'am

Q You never heard that before?

A Not that | recall. W didn't put that
much thought into it. | nean, we weren't doing it

for soneone el se, for any other purpose other than
to docunent it within the confines of the Louisiana
State Poli ce.

Q Well, with all due respect, sir, the only
reason you were docunenting it, as | understand your
testinony so far, is because the State Troopers
Associ ation requested it, right?

A My purpose was, is we're not going -- if
there's a belief that this incident should be
docunented, we're not docunenting it for soneone
else. W're going to docunent it within the
confines of the Louisiana State Police. That's
just -- | can't say that six different ways.
There's only one way to say it, and it's the truth.

Q But, sir, with respect to docunentati on,

I f you had believed at the tine, in Decenber of
2015, that it was sonething that needed to be
docunent ed, you woul d have instructed M. 4 i phant

at that tine to do so, correct?

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com




© 00 N oo 0o B~ W DN PP

N D N NDDNMNMNDNN P P P PP P PR
a b~ W N b O © 00 N O O B~ W N - O

KEVIN W. REEVES 10/01/2020

Page 37
MR. MAYEAUX: Object to the form

BY M5, CRAFT:

Q You can answer it.

A. |'"d be glad to answer it. | don't --
whet her you docunent sonething in January, you
docunent sonething in June, | -- in this case, it
didn't really make a difference.

Q My question was, you did not believe in

Decenber of 2015, when this happened, it was
sonet hi ng worthy of being docunented at that tine;
Is that correct?

A It could have been docunented by Captain
Aiphant at the troop |level of his conversation wth
M. Braxton. It doesn't nean everything cones up to
us. Everything doesn't cone up through the chain of
command. He could have docunented on his own and
kept it at the troop level for his own references
for future know edge, if needed.

Q Yeah. But, sir, you told us that after
t he i ncident happened, which was in Decenber of
2015, M. diphant had a conversation with you then.
My question to you was, at that tinme, when he had
that conversation with you, am| correct that you
did not believe it was worthy of being docunented,;

ot herwi se, you would have instructed M. diphant to
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do so then, right?

A | f | thought that Col onel Qi phant needed
to docunent it to go up through the chain of
command, | would have instructed himto do that
then, but it doesn't nean that | didn't think that
he was docunenting his conversations with
M. Braxton on the local troop |level, and we coul d
cone back to it at sone point if we needed to.

Q Ckay. So then, when we fast-forward into
June of 2016 -- and we tal ked about it -- was there
anyt hi ng that happened? D d he cone to you and say
he had any ot her concerns? You said no. The only
t hing that changed was what M. diphant relayed to
you, which was the State Troopers Associ ation
request ed docunentation regarding his interaction
with M. Braxton in Decenber of 2015, right?

A. And you asked ne for any actions that took
place in that anmount of tinme. It is ny
under standing that there were sone conversations
that took place over that period of tine between
Captain diphant and M. Braxton where M. Braxton
was persistent and insistent on noving forward with
novi ng the trooper.

Q And you have that recoll ection because

M. diphant told you?
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A. At that tinme, yes, ma'am

Q Ckay. Again, so when M. diphant told
you those things were occurring at that tine, you
did not, as his commanding officer, instruct himto
prepare an incident report or sone sort of report
about it, correct?

A Ma' am at sone point, when you look at it,
I f sonmeone doesn't abate in their insistence on an
action being taken, then you go ahead and j ust
docunent it. W're not going to docunent it for
another entity. W're going to docunent it for the
Loui siana State Police.

Q kay. So, sir, in this particular
ci rcunstance, ny question was, as M. diphant's
conmmandi ng officer, when, as you're saying, he told
you that M. Braxton was persistent, whenever that
was, and we'll defer to M. diphant, you at no tine
instructed himto prepare an incident report or any
report whatsoever, not until he cane to you and said
LSTA wants us to docunent this, correct?

A Yes. Correct.

Q Ckay. Now, did you know, for exanple,
sir, at the tine we're speaki ng about, that
M. Braxton sat on the Louisiana State Police

Comm ssi on?
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A Yes, ma' am
Q Did you know in late 2015 that there was a
conplaint filed with the Ethics Conm ssion regarding

the State Troopers Associ ation?

A | think I heard sonething | oosely about

it. |'mnot sure.
Q And what do you renenber hearing about it?
A | m not sure what | heard about it.
Q Did you know that -- go ahead. |'msorry.
A It did not affect ne in north Loui siana.

Q Did you know, sir, that -- whether or not
M. Braxton had been involved in the investigation
| eading up to the ethics conplaint?

A | did not.

Q Had you talked to anybody at State Police
about M. Braxton's potential voting on things |like
raises or things that mght affect State Police?

A. Not that | recall.

Q Have you ever seen the consent order that
was ultimately issued by the Board of Ethics finding
the State Troopers Association and M. Young
responsible for violating state | aw?

A. No, ma'am | don't recall seeing it.

Q Can you |l ook at Exhibit #12, sir?

A. Yes, ma'am |'d be glad to.
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Q Have you seen that docunent before, sir?
A No, ma' am
Q If | could direct your attention to page 9
of 12, which is entitled, Order and Decree.
A Yes, ma' am
Q In the second paragraph, it indicates, it

is further order, adjudged and decreed that LSTA
violated LA R S. 18:1505. 2A(1) by naki ng
contributions -- and it has, totaling 17,500,
I ncl uding to Governor John Bel Edwards. Do you see
t hat ?

A Yes, nma' am

Q At this time, in 2015, you were a nenber
of the State Troopers Associ ation?

A Sur e.

Q Did you know t hat noneys that you were
paying to the State Troopers Associ ation were being

funnel ed as political donations to fol ks?

A. | did not.
Q Did you ever learn that?
A. Yes, ma'am of course. It was in the

news.
Q And how did you feel about that?
A | felt like | had not known that that was

what was goi ng on.
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Q Did you know that you, as a public
officer, were prohibited from maki ng political
donati ons?

A Yes, ma'am

Q Did you ever have any conversations with
Davi d Young?

A Have | ever had any conver- -- yes, nma'am
| have had conversations with David Young.

Q Did you ever have any conversations with
Davi d Young about this issue, the using --

A Not that | recall.

Q Have you ever had any conversa- -- sorry.

A | apol ogi ze for cutting you off. | didn't
nmean -- | thought you were finished.

Q No. That's all right. Go ahead.

A. No. | don't recall having any
conversations with David Young about this issue.

Q Did you have any conversations with David

Young about the Louisiana State Police Comm ssion
and what they were or were not doing relative to
this issue?

A Not that | recall. I'mnot -- | think it
shoul d be noted here that I'mnot a very active
menber with the Louisiana State Troopers

Associ ati on. | am a nenber, but...
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Q Ckay. Wiile you were at Troop F, was
there sonething called a commander | o0g?

A Commander | og?

Q Yes.

A |"'m-- not that |I'm aware of.

Q Did you ever -- did you ever see anything
call ed a commander | og at Troop F?

A No, ma'am |'mnot aware of a conmander
| og.

Q In front of you, sir, if you don't m nd,
if I can direct your attention to Exhibit #16.

A Yes, nma' am

Q For the record, |I'll represent it appears

to be an inquiry fromlLee Zurik, Z-U-R1-K, to
Ri chard Carbo, GA-R-B-O who is the deputy chief of
staff for Governor Edwards.
Have you ever seen this e-mail exchange or
any version of this e-nmail exchange before today?
A Not that I'm aware of.
Q In the mddle of the page dated July 14th,
2017, it looks like M. Zurik wote to, | think
M. Carbo, I'mdoing a story on Calvin Braxton, a
menber of the Louisiana State Police Conm ssion.
My question is: Around this tine, did you

know anyt hing about a letter witten by the State
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Pol i ce Conm ssion and sent to the governor?
A Not that | recall.
MR. MAYEAUX: Jill, by the Conm ssion?

M5. CRAFT: I'msorry. The State

Tr oopers Associ ati on.

A No, ma'am Not that | recall.

BY MS. CRAFT:

Q In the second paragraph, it says, W
received a report nmade by Captain Jay diphant to
then Maj or Kevin Reeves about a Decenber 5, 2015,

i ncident involving M. Braxton's daughter.

s that the report that you were talking
about earlier that M. diphant prepared sonetine in
June of 20167?

A | have no i dea.

Q And then it says: W have the follow ng
guestions for Governor Edwards. Qur deadline is
noon Monday. No. 1, Wiay has the governor not
responded to two letters sent by the Troopers
Associ ati on?

Do you see that part?

A | see it. Yes, ma'am

Q Had you ever seen either of the two
letters sent by the State Troopers Association to

t he governor?
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No, ma' am
Have you ever seen those since?

Not that | recall.

o > O >

And were you aware whet her or not the
State Troopers Associ ati on nade a public records
request for M. diphant's report regarding

M. Braxton?

A | am not aware.

Q But in order for themto have gotten a
copy of the incident report, correct ne if I'm
wrong, they would have had to have nmade a request
for it, right?

A | woul d think so.

Q Like, I can't just walk over to State
Police and say, hey, man, give ne a copy of a
report, right?

A Correct. Yes, ma'am

Q | either have to nake a public records
request for it, or I have to have a legitimate | aw
enforcenment reason to get it; am|l correct?

A Yes, ma'am That sounds correct.

Q Ckay. So can you tell nme howit is the
State Troopers Association cane in possession of
M. diphant's report?

A. No, ma'am | cannot tell you.
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Q Are there any other ways a private entity
can get a copy of a State Police incident report
other than for a legitimte | aw enforcenent reason
or by a public records request?

A. No, ma'am Not that |'m aware of.

Q O a third one, a state trooper slips them
a copy of it.

MR, MAYEAUX: Object to the form

BY MS. CRAFT:
Q Ri ght ?
A Sur e.

Q And have you ever been aware of or ordered
any kind of investigation to determne how the State
Troopers Association got a copy of M. diphant's
report regarding M. Braxton?

A No, nma'am

Q Did anybody ever tell you about any public
records requests or requests by the State Troopers
Associ ation for a copy of M. diphant's conpleted
report regarding M. Braxton?

A | don't recall.

Q Can you put --

A "' mnot always -- |'msorry. |'mnot
al ways made aware of all public records requests.

Q Ckay. Can you |l ook at Exhibit #20 for ne,
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pl ease, sir?

A Yes, ma'am

Q Now, this is dated March 2nd, 2018. It's
fromM. diphant to M. Staton. W is that?

A That's Lieutenant Col onel Staton, deputy
superi ntendent over patrol.

Q And what was M. diphant's position back
in March of 20187

A He was a region major for Region 3.

Q And he reported directly to whon?

A Col onel St aton.

Q And you're copied on it, as is M ke Noel.

Who was M ke Noel at the tine?

A. Chief of staff for Louisiana State Police.

Q Was he in M. diphant's chain of command?

A. He woul d have been. Yes, ma'am He's
the -- I'"'mthe superintendent. He's the chief of

staff for State Poli ce.

Q So does it go fromStaton, to Noel, to
you? |s that the chain of command?

A Yes, ma' am

Q kay. In this particular thing, it says,
Forward: Incident report attached. At the bottom
of it, there's sonething from Sherry Janeson,

J-A-ME-S-ON, to Jay AQiphant the sane date, but at
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2:58 p.m Who was Ms. Janeson?

A | believe that she is a -- is still a
adm ni strative assistant at Region 3, where then
Maj or A iphant works -- worked.

Q She's a secretary?

A Yes, ma'am

Q So do you know why she's sendi ng
M. diphant sonething dated at March 2nd at 2:58?

A No, ma'am | have no i dea.

Q Ckay. Attached to this docunent are two
pages, and this is entitled, Initial Report by
Enpl oyee. \What does the phrase "Initial Report™
nmean?

A. It's titled, Incident Report.

Q Ri ght bel ow, the box checked Initi al
Report by Enpl oyee, what does that nean?

A. That just neans it's initiated by an
enpl oyee.
Q kay. Do you recall seeing this docunent?
A. | -- | nust have, but | don't recall.
Q Do you recall this docunent being the

product of another request by the State Troopers
Associ ation and M. diphant to docunent --

A No, ma' am

Q -- sone interactions he clains to have had
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with M. Braxton?

A No, ma'am | don't recall that.

Q But this incident report, correct nme if
|"mwong, would also be a public record; is that
correct?

A | woul d assune so.

Q And can you tell ne to whomthis docunent

was di ssem nated outside of State Police, if anyone?

A No, ma'am | cannot.

Q In this particular incident, it says the
nature of the incident is public intimdation by
Cal vin Braxton, slash, officer safety concern.

My first questionis, isn't public

intimdation a crine?

A It can be.

Q Wul d you expect soneone |like M. diphant
at this tinme, in March of 2018 -- you said he was
t he commander of Region 3 -- to know that public
intimdation is a crine in this state?

A. It can be.

Q Wel |, under what circunstances do you
| abel an incident report with a definition a crine?

A | don't know that he labeled it with a
definitive crinme. He's not saying that he viol ated

Loui si ana Revised Statute in it.
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Q But he is saying the nature of the
I ncident was public intimdation by ny client,
right?

A That's what it says.

Q Had you talked to M. diphant at all
about an alleged public intimdation by M. Braxton?

A | don't think that we had very nuch
conversation about that.

Q Well, I"mjust asking if you talked to him
at all. Wether it's very much, a lot or a little,
It doesn't matter to ne.

A Ma'am | don't recall. | can't adequately
answer your question with any surety on that.

Q Did you talk to anybody about any all eged
intimdation by M. Braxton?

A | don't recall.

Q Did you know that M. Braxton had al ready
filed suit by the tine this report was prepared?

A | don't recall.

Q But you said you did talk to the
governor's office about a lawsuit, right?

A | believe | made himaware that we were
bei ng sued, had been added to a suit, but I don't
know at what tine that was.

Q Okay. Can you tell nme whether or not you
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approved this incident report?

A No, ma'am | don't know that | approved
it. There's no place for ne to approve, so |
woul dn't have approved it.

Q So are you telling ne, then, with an
I ncident report, it does not go up the chain of
command for approval ?

A No, ma'am There's no approval process
for these. It goes up the chain. Sonetines it can

be for -- an incident report can be used for

I nformati onal purposes. An incident report can be
In response to a conplaint against a trooper. W
could ask them for an incident report on the matter
to get their version of what happened. It can be
used for several different things. |It's not just a
one-function form |It's pretty generic.

Q Al right. But are you telling ne, then,
that an incident report is not the type of report
that has to be approved through the chain of
command; is that right?

A Correct.

Q So under what circunstances in creating an
I nci dent report would soneone in the chain of
command be solicited for input in the contents of

the incident report?
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A. | would believe that, in this case -- and
you asked ne not to speculate, so |l can't. | can
tell you that I was not involved in direct
conversations about this incident report.

Q Who was?

A. | can tell you -- | would probably say
that it went to Lieutenant Col onel David Staton.

Q Don't you --

A That's who it's addressed to.

Q Don't you have command staff neetings |ike

once a week, or didn't you in 20187

A W do. W have every Mbnday.

Q And did M. diphant attend those command
staff neetings?

A No, ma'am

Q Ckay. Can you tell ne, in the command
staff neetings that you had, was the subject of the
al l egation that M. Braxton was engagi ng in sone
sort of intimdation against M. O iphant ever
brought up?

A | don't recall.

Q That woul d seem pretty significant to ne.
Correct nme if I"'mwong. You have the regional
commander, who's claimng sone nenber of the public

IS engaging in intimdation towards him Are you
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telling ne you don't renmenber that ever being
di scussed?
MR. MAYEAUX: bject to the form

A | do not recall it being discussed in the
seni or command staff neeting.
BY MS. CRAFT:

Q Do you recall it being discussed at all?

A | really -- | don't recall. [I'msure it

was di scussed, but | don't recall when, where, who.
Thi s was being handl ed at the patrol |evel.

Q Bei ng handl ed by whon?

A The report went to Lieutenant Col onel
David Staton. | think you need to ask himthose
questions. You're asking for ny involvenent init,
and | don't have answers for you.

Q Are you telling nme that M. Staton never
conmuni cated to you anything that was going on or

what the status of this situation was?

A. | don't recall his conversations wth ne
on this.
Q Do you recall anyone at State Police

maki ng any statenents about M. Braxton possibly
bei ng involved in a homcide or sone suicide that
was strange 25 years earlier?

A. | heard that there was an incident.
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actually had to ask ny counsel --
MR, MAYEAUX: Well, don't -- what you
and | discuss is off the record.
THE W TNESS: No, not you.
MR, MAYEAUX: OCh, okay.
THE W TNESS: Not you.
MR. MAYEAUX: Well, not |egal -- not
| egal here, either.
THE W TNESS: Ckay.

A. | had to get an explanation for what we
wer e tal king about, what this was.
BY M5, CRAFT:

Q What do you nean, what this was? You nean
the suicide from25 years earlier?

A How this pertained to State Police, yes.
| was not up to speed on this.

Q This being Exhibit #20, the report; is
that correct?

A Yes, ma'am | believe that the -- part of
the lawsuit has to do with sone all egati on about
this, and | had to be brought up to speed on that.

Q Can you tell ne whether or not State
Police made any inquiries in the death of
Ms. Rachal, that's RA-CHA-L, as a result of

information from M. Qi phant?
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A. No, ma'am | don't know.
Q Wul d you have known whet her or not State
Police, quote, reopened the investigation of
Ms. Rachal, of her death?
MR. MAYEAUX: Object to the form

BY MS. CRAFT:
Q Wul d you have known, sir?
A No. | nean, no, nm'am
Q | f you could | ook on the second page, the

first full paragraph, it says, To sonmewhat confirm
soneone i s watching ny, slash, our every nove has
caused great concern for ny safety and the safety of
nmy famly. Do you see that part?

A Yes, ma' am

Q Then two sentences | ater, he says, Wuat's
even nore concerning to ne is the nysterious and
untinely death of a woman naned Lydi a Rachal, whom
Cal vin Braxton was allegedly dating at the tine of
her death several years ago.

Had you ever heard about that before you
received this docunent fromM. diphant in March of
20187

A No, nmm' am
Q What invol venent would State Police have

had in a suicide that occurred within the city
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limts of Shreveport 25 years before 2018?

A | can't answer that question.

Q VWhat authority would State Police have to
go reopen an investigation of a death that occurred
wWithin the city limts of Shreveport years earlier?

MR. MAYEAUX: bject to the form
BY MS. CRAFT:

Q You can answer it, sir.

A | know | can answer it. Wat is the --
can you rephrase the question so | can understand
what you're asking?

Q Yes, sir. \Wiat jurisdiction or under what
authority would State Police have had to go back and
reopen an investigation that had been conducted and
cl osed by the Shreveport Police Departnent years
earlier?

MR. MAYEAUX: bject to the form

A. State Police has statewide jurisdiction in
cases, and so it could be new information cones
forth, could be -- | don't -- I"mnot aware that we
went back and opened an investigation.

BY MS. CRAFT:

Q kay. Let's read on. He says in this,

The fact that Calvin Braxton's nane was cl osely

connected to this woman at the tine of her death is
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enough reasonabl e suspicion for nme to be concerned

for ny safety and the safety of ny famly. You see

that part?
A. Yes, ma' am
Q Am | correct that the term "reasonabl e

suspicion” is a | aw enforcenent ternf

A Yes, ma' am

Q And in | aw enforcenent world, when you
have reasonabl e suspicion, that allows you to do
what ?

A Al'l ows you to | ook into sonething further.

Q Got it. Then it says, It would be ny
suggestion that Louisiana State Police reviewthe
case file regarding the death of Lydia Rachal to
determ ne the actual manner of death and/or
determne if there was any possibility of foul play.
You see that part?

A Yes, ma' am

Q Do you know that State Police did exactly
t hat ?

MR, MAYEAUX: Object to the form

A | have been told since then that there was
I nqui ry nmade - -
BY M5. CRAFT:

Q Who told you that?

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com




© 00 N oo 0o B~ W DN PP

N D N NDDNMNMNDNN P P P PP P PR
a b~ W N b O © 00 N O O B~ W N - O

KEVIN W. REEVES 10/01/2020

Page 58

A -- into the file.

Q Sorry. \Who told you that?

A. | don't recall.

Q And am | correct that the only reason
there was an inquiry nade was because of this
docunent prepared by M. diphant?

A Ma'am the information that | got was
specific to your lawsuit that you filed. |It's not

of any firsthand know edge of that we went and did
this or didn't do this.

Q But you know now that State Police
certainly did after M. diphant authored this
docunment which he dates March 2nd, 2018; isn't that
right?

MR, MAYEAUX: (Object to the form

A | do not know for a fact that we did,
because | haven't gone back and | ooked to see if we
did or not.

BY MS. CRAFT:

Q Ckay. Are you aware of any other evidence
or information regarding the death of Lydia Rachal
that canme to light, let's say, in the last ten
years, other than what M. O iphant has witten in
this report?

A. Ma'am | know not hi ng about the case of a
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Ms. Rachal. | know zero about it.

Q Do you know what State Police did? D d
they contact the Shreveport Police Departnent and
make an inquiry as to the death of Ms. Rachal ?

A. | have no i dea.

Q Do you know how many | aw enf or cenent
agencies State Police communi cated with regardi ng an
i nquiry of whether or not M. Braxton was invol ved
in Ms. Rachal's death?

A. No, ma'am Ma'am you could ask ne 10 or
15 nore questions about this, and ny answer i s going
to be the sane. | don't know of -- nuch of anything
about Ms. Rachal's death, other than what |'ve been
told in reference to the lawsuit.

Q | understand, M. Reeves, and |'m not
trying to, you know, repeat and beat a dead horse.
There's a specific --

A. | under st and.

Q -- reason for nme to ask questions as it
relates to specific publications of this
information. That's why |'m asking.

A Yes, ma'am | understand.

Q And, unfortunately, | have to get you on
record for all of those venues. kay?

A Yes, ma'am
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Q kay. After that, he wites,
Additionally, | amrequesting the Louisiana State
Pol i ce conduct a personal threat assessnent
regarding the capabilities of Calvin Braxton,
Gregory Friedman and Erin Friedman to potentially
harmme or nmy famly.

First of all, what is a personal threat
assessnent ?

A | believe it would be his termto see if
there is a true threat there to he or his famly, is
what |'massumng is witten here.

Q Are you aware of State Police conducting
personal threat assessnents?

A. ' mnot aware. | nean, when we -- in
this -- if we have a trooper who believes that they
are being surveilled, then we certainly would try to
do our best to find out if that was true or not. |
t hi nk that woul d be reasonable for the safety of
themand their famly.

Q Ckay. So can you tell nme, did State
Pol i ce ever uncover any evi dence what soever that
M. diphant was being surveilled by M. Braxton?

A ' m not awar e.

Q O M. Friedman, G egory Friedman?

A Not awar e.
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Q O Ms. Erin Friedman?

A | m not aware.

Q But you do know that State Police
conducted a threat assessnent regarding Calvin
Braxton; isn't that right?

A. | mean, you asked ne if we had before
conducted threat assessnments as is terned here, and
| said we probably would if we had reason to believe
t hat one of our enpl oyees was being surveilled by
soneone Or sone suspicious activity was goi ng on
around their honmes. As far as this goes, | don't
know that we did or we didn't.

Q He wites, | was so concerned that |
contacted Louisiana State Police Troop E and
requested that they make frequent security checks
around ny residence.

VWhat was M. diphant's position in Mrch
of 2018 as it relates to Troop E?

A | believe he was the region major of
Region 3, so Troop E woul d have been one of the
troops that was under his direction.

Q And who was the head of Troop E at the
tinme?

A | believe it was Captain Jason Smth.

Q So correct ne if I"'mwong. |If | |ooked

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com




© 00 N oo 0o B~ W DN PP

N D N NDDNMNMNDNN P P P PP P PR
a b~ W N b O © 00 N O O B~ W N - O

KEVIN W. REEVES 10/01/2020
Page 62

at the chain of command at that tine, Captain Smth

woul d have reported directly to M. diphant; is

that right?
A Yes, ma'am That is correct.
Q And so am| correct that the way orders

work is it's a superior officer giving a command or
a directive to a subordinate officer; is that right?

A Yes, ma' am

Q Do you know whet her or not M. d i phant
gave an order or a command to M. Smth at Troop E
relative to making security checks around his house?

A Well, I wouldn't -- | would be surprised
I f he gave an order. Rather, | would think that he
woul d have a request that naybe sone extra patrols
around hi s house based on what he had observed for
the safety of his famly.

Q Wll, et me see if | can ferret that out.
|s there a difference in your m nd between a request
froma superior officer to a subordi nate as opposed
to an order froma superior officer to a
subordi nat e?

A Yes, ma'am There is a difference.

Q So are you, then, unaware of any officers
who have been disciplined for denying a request by a

superior officer?
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A. |"'mnot aware, ma'am It depends on the
formof the request. The formof a request can be
in the formof an order, or the formof an order can
be in the formof a request, but it doesn't nean
they' re always the sane.

Q But here, where he wites, | was so
concerned, | contacted the Louisiana State Poli ce,
sl ash, Troop E, you do not know whether or not it
was a request in the formof an order or an order in
the formof a request?

A | do not.

Q And you certainly did not receive any
information fromM. Smth, hey, | did not follow
the request of ny superior officer, M. diphant?

A No, ma'am You're asking ne to interpret
stuff that's in this -- here that | have no
firsthand i nformation on.

Q Well, with all due respect, sir, it was
sent directly to you, right?

A. | understand that. The formwas, but |
didn't go back and go through the form

Q He wites, |'ve al so advised LSP, slash, E
to contact the Natchitoches Parish Sheriff's Ofice
to conduct the security checks, as well. Do you see

that part?
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A. Yes, mm'am
Q Under what circunstances woul d soneone
like M. diphant request a subordinate under his

command to contact another |aw enforcenent agency

entirely?
A. It wouldn't be out of the way for himto
do that. Law enforcenent agencies -- for the State

Police, our troopers are routed in rural areas in
not close proximty to each other, so it would not
be uncommon to depend on a | ocal agency to hel p out
and perform checks around houses, which | would al so
say is not an uncommon occurrence for citizens to
have to call and ask for extra patrols around their
houses when they have an uneasy feeling about things
that are going on. So this wouldn't be out of the
ordi nary, in ny opinion.

Q So are you telling ne that the State
Police public resources actually went by and
conduct ed security checks on M. diphant's
resi dence?

A Ma' am again, you're asking nme to testify
to sonething I have no firsthand know edge of.

Q Wel |, did anybody ever tell you that
that's what happened? The State of Louisiana's

resources, through State Police, and the Sheriff's
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O fice's resources were used to drive by and check
on M. diphant's personal residence?

A. No, ma'am Nobody ever told ne that's
what happened, but it wouldn't be an unconmon
occurrence for any citizen in the State of Louisiana
to request of a |l aw enforcenent agency to drive by
extra patrols of their residence or their business.

Q And are you telling nme you' ve never talked
to M. diphant about any concerns he had that
Calvin Braxton or M. Friedman or Ms. Friedman were
surveilling hinP

A | don't recall conversations specifically
wi th Colonel Aiphant. At the tinme, Colonel
Aiphant was a major wiwth the departnent, and his
chain of command woul d have been conversations with
Li eut enant Col onel David Staton.

Q Do you know who Gregory Friedman is?

A. | have no i dea.

Q Do you know he's a | awer?

A. | have no idea who he is.

Q You have read this report before today; am
| correct?

A | don't recall that. | assune that |
have. It was addressed to ne.

Q Do you recall any reaction that you had to
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this report?

A No, ma'am | do not.

Q | "' m going to show you anot her docunent,
sir, if you don't mnd, and I'mgoing to direct your
attention -- let nme nake sure it's the right one so
we can ki nd of speed al ong.

MR. MAYEAUX: Counsel, the witness is
requesting -- five mnutes?
MS. CRAFT: Sure.
THE W TNESS: Three.
MR. MAYEAUX: Three m nutes?
THE WTNESS: Three mnutes wll be
fine.
M5. CRAFT: That's fine. W'Il take a
littl e break.
MR. MAYEAUX: Thank you.
(Recess.)
BY M5. CRAFT:

Q Can you | ook at Exhibit #24 for nme, sir,
pl ease?

A kay.

Q Exhi bit #24 appears to be a series of
e-mails with an attached incident report, and I'I|
represent to you, | think there's a coupl e of

versions of the incident report, two or three.
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Have you seen this docunent before, sir,
the e-mails and the incident report in various
fornms?

A Yes, ma'am

Q And howis it that you saw these before?

A. They were e-mailed to ne.

Q Now, at the tine -- if we |ook at the
first page of Exhibit #24, that's an e-mail from Jay
Aiphant to you dated June 6th, 2016; is that right?

A Yes, ma' am

Q And this was the incident report that you
told us you asked M. diphant to wite; is that

correct?
A Yes, ma'am
Q Now, in this one, if you can | ook, there's

a subject line that says, LSP Comm ssion Menber
Calvin Braxton. You see that?

A Yes, ma' am

Q And then there's attachnments, and it has
t he headi ng, Calvin Braxton versus Trooper Linebaugh
dot doc. Do you see that?

A Yes, ma' am

Q Cal vin Braxton ever sue M. Linebaugh?
A Sue hi nf
Q

Yes.
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A. Not that |I'maware of. | don't know,
t hough.
Q In June of 2016, was M. Braxton in any
way adverse to M. Linebaugh?
A | woul d not have any perspective on that.

Q Can you tell ne whether or not
M . Linebaugh was ever disciplined for anything
relating to pulling over M. Braxton's daughter?

A No, ma'am he was not.

Q And can you tell ne whether or not
M. Linebaugh was ever disciplined in his career?

A | can't tell you that. | don't know.

Q But at State Police, you guys do have a
progressive disciplinary policy; is that right?

A Usual | y.

Q That neans, in other words, you don't just
junp fromzero to term nation unless sonething is
really, really bad. | nean, |I'll give you that.

A That's why | said usually.

Q And am | right that, generally speaking,
the only way a trooper is going to end up in front
of the State Police Conmssion is if that trooper
has al ready been disciplined by State Police and the
trooper takes an appeal, right?

A. | f the trooper takes an appeal, yes,
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ma' am

Q And the State Police Conm ssion at the
time, in 2016, had how many nenbers, |ike five,
seven; do you know?

A Couldn't tell you.

Q kay. This says -- it's the first page --
Subm tted for your review. You did reviewthis
docunent, am|l right?

A Yes, ma'am

Q And you did make changes to this docunent,

am|l right?

A If | would have nade changes, and |I'm
assumng | did because it says m nor on one of the
subsequent ones -- it says, Mnor adjustnents for
your review. The changes | woul d nake woul d be
those of a reviewer that reviewed a docunent, and
they would not be of any substantial nature to
change the content of the docunent. They nmay woul d
be for sentence structure, granmar, anything that
may have been m ssed by the person witing the
docunent .

Q But, again, | think you told us, with an
I ncident report, it's not necessarily sonething that
has to be approved through the chain of conmand,

right?
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A | wasn't approving the docunent. | was
nerely review ng the docunent.
Q So why were you review ng the docunent?
A | believe that it says here, Submtted for

your review.

Q | get that's what he said, but you tell
nme, as the commandi ng officer for M. diphant, why
were you reviewing this particular docunent?

A Because it's going to go up the chain of
command to Lieutenant Col onel Staton, also.

Q Wy ?

A Because Lieutenant Col onel Staton and |
had a conversation about, if we were going to
menorialize an incident, we were going to do it
within the confines of the Louisiana State Police,
so | would submt the docunent up the chain of
command. It cane to ne. It goes to the next |evel.

Q kay. So was that -- that was the notion
with this incident; the State Troopers Associ ation
request ed docunentation; you, M. Staton and
ultimately M. diphant cane to the concl usion you
woul d prepare this incident report, and this
I nci dent report would go up through the chain of
command; is that right?

A. Yes, ma'am It was submtted through the
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chain of command. There are levels in the chain of
conmand where things can stop or can proceed
forward. This was com ng froma conmander, so it
woul d go to his supervisor, and then | would submt
it to ny supervisor.

Q But this particular incident report was
different fromother incident reports, right; it was
treated differently?

A No, ma'am | wouldn't say it was. Wy
woul d you say that?

Q Wll, you did tell ne that you' re unaware
In your tenure at State Police of the State Troopers
Associ ati on ever requesting docunentation and then
State Police actually turning around and preparing
an incident report as a result of that request.

This was unusual; am | correct?

A Ma'am | don't know -- maybe | didn't nake
it clear. W did not prepare this docunent for the
Loui siana State Troopers Association. This docunent
was prepared by Colonel diphant for the Louisiana
State Poli ce.

Q In response to the request fromthe State
Troopers Associ ation, which you told us three tines
before we took the break; am| correct?

A. The Loui siana State Troopers Associ ation
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I's nmy understanding nade a request of then Captain
d i phant to docunent conversations with M. Braxton
or the interactions or whatever the case was with
M. Braxton. Qur position was, if there's going to
be any docunentation on this, it's going to be
within the State Police, not for an external agency.

Q kay. So, sir, do you have any idea how
the State Troopers Associ ati on becane aware of
M. diphant's interaction with M. Braxton if it
didn't cone fromM. diphant?

A. No, ma'am | do not.

Q Did you ever talk to M. diphant and ask
hi m how many conversations he had with soneone
affiliated with the State Troopers Associ ati on about
what he clains to have been his interaction with
M. Braxton?

A. No, ma'am | did not.

Q But you understood that there were only
two parties to the conversation, and that being
M. Braxton and M. diphant; is that right?

A Yes, ma' am

Q kay. And you junped ahead of ne, but |
do see that you have an e-mail that's dated June
7th, 2016, at 1:29 p.m, and that one is fromyou to
M. diphant. The subject is Calvin Braxton, and
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the attachnents are referenced as Cal vin Braxton
| nci dent Report 060616 docunent, and you said, M nor
adj ustnments for your review, is that right?

A Yes, ma'am

Q So you nmade changes to the docunent that
had been submtted to you by M. diphant; is that
correct?

A No substantial changes to the content of
t he docunent. M changes woul d have been nore to,
like | said, grammtical sentence structure, stuff
such as spacing that may be overl ooked, that even |
overl ook and like for people to over -- to | ook over
my work before | submt it.

Q Well, with all due respect, sir, | didn't
ask you whet her the changes were substantive. |
asked you sinply, you did make changes to the
docunent submtted to you by M. diphant, correct?

A. | understand. | was just el aborating on
what changes neans to ne and to you.

Q | understand. So the answer to ny
guestion is, yes, you did nmake changes, right?

A Yeah.

Q Ckay. Now, | know in your e-mail back to
M. diphant, the subject line is changed from LSP
Comm ssion Menber Calvin Braxton to sinply Calvin
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Braxton. The attachnments are no longer referred to
as Calvin Braxton versus Trooper Linebaugh. They're
referred to as Calvin Braxton Incident Report. Do
you have a recollection as to why you wote those in
t here?

A. No, ma'am The subject was -- Calvin
Braxton was the subject of the incident report, and
the attachnments were Cal vin Braxton |Incident Report.

Q kay. And | want to ask you a question.
| f you can | ook at page 4 of 5 of the one that you
made the adjustnents to. Renenber | asked you the
question about, did anything happen after the
initial interaction between M. Braxton and
M. diphant that you were aware of, and you said
sonet hi ng about M. Braxton was persistent. And so

| want to ask you about that, sir.

A Ma' anf?
Q | want to ask you about that.
A Ckay.

Q On page 4 of 5 of the incident report, the
one that you nmade the changes to, at the bottom of
the page -- well, first, it starts off in that
par agraph, On Monday, Decenber 14th, | received
another call fromM. Braxton. Do you see that

part?
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A Yes, ma' am

Q And then, according to this, it |ooks |ike
M. diphant docunents the interaction he had with
M. Braxton on Decenber 14th, 2015, right? Yes?

A. Yes.

Q Ckay. And then we go to the bottom and
he wites, Qur conversation ended with M. Braxton,
once again, indicating he was not finished with this
I ssue. And then he wites, Since then, | have had
m ni mal conversations with M. Braxton regarding
other matters. He has not nentioned anything el se
concerni ng Trooper Linebaugh. You see that part?

A Yes, ma' am

Q So here's why |I'masking you: It occurs
to nme, based on his own witing, that the | ast
di scussion that M. diphant had with M. Braxton
about M. Linebaugh was Decenber -- let ne get the
date right -- 14, 2015. Does that sound right to
you, too, sir?

A That is what it says.

Q Ckay. So then ny question is: Wen you
said earlier sonething about M. Braxton persisted,
are you referring to sonething el se other than
what's docunented in this docunent from June of

2016, or do you accept as true what M. d i phant
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wote, that he had no other conversations with
M. Braxton about M. Linebaugh after Decenber 14th,
20157

A. | accept as true what Col onel d i phant
st at es.
Q So, then, aml correct that in the

I nterveni ng six-nonth period between Decenber 14t h,
2015, and what we're now at, June 6th -- June 7th --
or June 6th, 2016, you were unaware of anything el se
t hat happened other than the LSTA requesting
docunentation, right?

A If | was, | don't recall. W're talKking
four years ago.

Q | understand. But you' re not aware of
anyt hi ng el se happeni ng after Decenber 14th, 2015,
between M. Braxton and M. diphant, as
M. diphant wote, correct?

A. That woul d be correct.

Q Ckay. Then the last thing | wanted to ask
you about in this particular exhibit is an e-mail at
the end, and it's fromJay Aiphant to you. The
subject is Calvin Braxton. |It's dated June 8th,
2016, at 9:03, and at the bottomof it, it's
sonething fromLatericka, L-A-T-E-R1-C K-A, Chatman
to Jay diphant on June 7th at 3: 26.
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First of all, who is Latericka Chatnan?
A "' m | ooking for your -- it's Latericka
(different pronunciation). |It's Latericka Chat man,

and she's the adm nistrative assistant at Troop E.

Q She's a secretary there?
A Yes, ma'am
Q So do you know how what you sent back to

M. diphant on June 7th at 1:29 ended up in
Latericka's hands on June 7th at 3:267

A She's his adm nistrative assistant. She's
the adm nistrative assistant to the troop conmander.

Q So does it seemto you, sir, that there
has to be sone sort of e-mail between M. diphant
and Latericka transmtting the docunent you sent
back to hinf

A. | woul dn't know.

Q Ckay. And the e-mail that's up top from
Jay A iphant to you dated June 8th, 2016, at 9:03,
It has attachnents, and | wanted to ask you what
this neant. [t says, B and the anpersand Wto
Sear chabl e PDF underscore 19 dot PDF. Wat does
t hat nean?

A | have no i dea.

Q VWhat does it nean to have a searchabl e
PDF?
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A. | have no i dea.

Q Do you know if there's a difference in the
conputer systens at State Police between uploading a
PDF that's searchabl e as opposed to one that's not
sear chabl e?

A | have no i dea.

Q Do you know why you woul d prepare a
docunent in a searchable format, a searchabl e PDF
format, as opposed to locking it down as a PDF?

A. | don't -- | know you see ne smling here,
but | don't have any clue as to howto | ockable --
| ock down a PDF file or any other file. I'm
Ignorant in those terns.

Q Can you | ook at Exhibit #23, sir?

A Yes, nma'am

Q This appears to be a series of e-mails
bet ween you and M. diphant, M. Dupuy. It has
J.B. Slaton, S-L-A-T-O-N. Wio is that guy?

A That guy is a lieutenant with us. He's
t he commander over our training acadeny now. At the
time, he would have been in -- I'mtrying to think
where he was at the tine. ['mnot sure where he was
assigned at this tine. Wat is the date on this?
"16. |I'mnot sure where he was assigned at this

time.
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Q It's dated July 8, 2016
So M. Slaton is different from
M. Staton; is that right?

A That is correct.

Q And in July of 2016, M. Sl aton would not
have been in M. diphant's chain of conmand; isn't
that correct?

A That's correct.

Q Ckay. So if you look on the first page of
Exhi bit #23, at the bottom of the page, there is an
e-mail fromM. Staton dated June 10th, 2016, to
Charlie Dupuy, DU P-UY. W was he?

A He was the chief of staff at the tine.

Q Ckay. And can you tell ne whether or not
he had any role with the State Troopers Associ ati on?

A No, ma'am | cannot.

Q Here's why |'m asking, sir: Because this
iIs an e-mail fromM. Staton to M. Dupuy. The
subject is Calvin Braxton. And it says: Lieutenant
Col onel Dupuy, | amforwarding this incident report
up the chain of command for review and
consideration. Captain diphant Adiphant -- and
that's a typo, I'll give you -- did the right thing
I n supporting his trooper in the appropriate

performance of his duties, but the report raises
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serious concerns about possible inappropriate
attenpt to influence the public safety m ssion of
the departnment. Thank you. Dave.
Can you tell nme why it is you did not
forward this report up the chain of command?
MR. MAYEAUX: bject to the form

A | did forward this report up the chain of
command.

BY MS. CRAFT:

Q You sent it --

A If you'll ook on the second page of that
e-mail chain there, you'll see that it cane from
J.D. Adiphant to Kevin Reeves, from Kevin Reeves to
David Staton, then fromDavid Staton to Charlie
Dupuy, which would have been a perfect line in our
chain of command.

Q And then should it have gone from
M. Dupuy to the colonel at the tine?

A | woul dn't know.

Q Well, M. Slaton was not in M. Dupuy's --
above himin the chain of conmand?

A |"mnot sure what M. Slaton's role was at
the tine, so --

Q | get it.

A. -- | can't answer that questi on.
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Q But M. Dupuy was a |ieutenant col onel,
right?

A He was the chief of staff. He was the
nunber two i n conmand.

Q Well, when it says "LTC " that's
| i eutenant colonel, right?

A That's his title, yes. That's his role,
but his title is chief of staff.

Q Did M. Slaton ever hold the rank of
| i eut enant col onel ?

A No, nm'am

Q What was the highest rank M. Slaton ever
hel d?

A. He's a captain.

Q Ckay. So if | look at sinply ranks, a

captain is below a |ieutenant colonel; isn't that
right?

A Yes, ma' am

Q So under what circunstances --

A If I"mnot mstaken -- if |I'm not
m staken -- | may be able to clear this up for you.

J.B. Slaton may have been in public affairs at the
tine.
Q Ch, the public relations guy?

A Yes, ma'am
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Q The public information officer who
di ssem nates information to the nedia, correct?

A Upon request.

Q Got it. So tell me why M. Dupuy woul d
then be sending the incident report regarding Calvin
Braxton to the State Police's nedia guy.

MR. MAYEAUX: (bjection; form

BY MS. CRAFT:
Q How cone?
A. That woul d be nore of a question for

Li eut enant Col onel Dupuy, who is retired now. |
don't have a perspective on that. You can see where
nmy chain of command was net and where | sent ny

i nformation to and where Captain A iphant sent his
to.

Q Okay. And you said M. Dupuy is retired.
| understand that. You do know that we've been
trying to take his deposition, right?

A No, ma'am | did not know.

Q When was the last tine you saw or talked
to M. Dupuy?

It's been a while.
A whi | e bei ng what ?

It's been a whil e.

o >» O >

Have you been to his house?
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A. Can you narrow it down to days, nonths,
weeks? Not very often.
Q Have you been to his house?
A No, ma' am
Q Have you seen himaround the State Police

conmpound in the |ast four weeks?

A No, nma' am

Q Do you know what he does for a living now?

A No, nma' am

Q Ckay. So M. Slaton, was he in charge of
the public information office at State Police?

A Ma'am | don't know at this tinme what he
was doing. | was in north Louisiana.

Q And then right above that, it's an e-mail
fromM. Slaton dated July 8th, 2016, to Mchele
Groir; is that right?

A Yes, ma' am

Q And Ms. Groir was the | egal counsel for
State Police; is that right?

A Ms. Groir (different pronunciation)?
Yes, she is, one of them

Q And am | also correct that, in 2016,

Ms. Groir was in charge of public records requests?

A | woul dn't know.

Q And then Ms. Groir sends it to a Gaytha,
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GAY-T-HA Bynum B-Y-NNUM on July 8th, 2016.
Who is Ms. Bynunf

A. | believe she works in our legal affairs
section.

Q So she's in the | aw section, too? Do you
know i f she has public records responsibilities?

A No, ma'am | do not.

Q And on the attachnent on this one, it's

got that sanme thing, B&Wto Searchable PDF. Do you
know, is that sonething that was searched for and
produced, or do you know?

A | have no i dea.

Q | f you flip three pages in to Exhibit #23,
there's an e-mail fromMchele to Gaytha which is
July 8th at 1:45 p.m It's one mnute after the
first page of Exhibit #23, and it's got an
attachnent with a nonsearchabl e paraneter. Do you
see that?

A At the top of the page?

Q Yes.

A. Where it says, ATT00001?
Q Yes.

A | see it.

Q Do you know why that's different one

m nute earlier?
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A. No, ma'am | do not.

Q Sir, did you know that in July of 2016,
that the incident report that you had revi ewed was
bei ng di ssem nat ed?

A No, ma' am

Q Did you hear anything at all about whet her
or not State Police had prepared sone sort of nedia
strategy as it related to the Cal vin Braxton
I nci dent report?

A No, ma'am | did not. | would not have
been included in those conversations if they were
had.

Q Now, if, as is witten on the front of
Exhi bit #23, there were serious concerns about
possi bl e i nfluence -- possible inappropriate attenpt
to influence the public safety m ssion of the
departnent, wouldn't you have expected State Police
to have done sonet hi ng?

A And would forward it up the chain of
command, and the chain of conmand nakes the
deci si ons, and they cone back to us.

Q Ckay. So did the chain of command nmake
any deci si ons about this whatsoever?

A | don't know. | was in north Louisiana.

| was a region major. | was not involved in those
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conversati ons.

Q Did you recommend at the tine, when you
saw the incident report and you nade changes to the
i ncident report, that there be sone sort of
I nvestigation?

A | did not make that recommendati on.

Q Were you aware of anybody naki ng that
recomendati on?

A No, ma'am | believe that, based on the
I ncident report that was filed, that | agreed with
Li eut enant Col onel Staton that there would be
concerns about that kind of behavior.

Q kay. So, again, as an officer wth the
State Police of high rank, what exactly did State
Pol i ce do about those concerns?

A. You woul d have to ask sonmeone above ny pay
gr ade.

Q You certainly, in your position as a
region major, had the authority to initiate, at a
m ni mum sone sort of inquiry, right?

A | would have the authority to recommend.

Q And you did not make that recomendati on?

A. As | said, | agree wth what -- how
Li eut enant Col onel Staton phrased his information

that he sent up to Lieutenant Col onel Dupuy.

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com



© 00 N oo 0o B~ W DN PP

N D N NDDNMNMNDNN P P P PP P PR
a b~ W N b O © 00 N O O B~ W N - O

KEVIN W. REEVES 10/01/2020
Page 87

Q | get it, sir, but for the record, you did
not make that recommendation that there even be an
inquiry; is that right?

MR. MAYEAUX: bject to the form
asked and answered. Answer it again.

A. | would agree with what Lieutenant Col onel
Staton said in his forwarding up to Lieutenant
Col onel Dupuy, chief of staff.

BY MS. CRAFT:
Q | get it, sir.
MR. MAYEAUX: That's not the question.
Did you reconmend an investigation is the
pendi ng questi on.
M5. CRAFT: No. M thing was even
si npl er.
BY M5. CRAFT:

Q Did you even recommend sone sort of
inquiry into the situation?

A | don't recall the conversations that were
had surrounding this.

Q Ckay. But did you nake any
recommendations at all?

A. | just said | don't recall the
conversations that were had surroundi ng this.

Q Wel |, who were you havi ng conversations
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Wi th surrounding this?

A Well, when | say | don't recall the
conversations that were being had, then, obviously,
| woul d have had conversations with Captain -- then
Captain diphant and then Lieutenant Col onel David
Staton. That woul d have been the confines of ny
conversations, because that's my chain of comrand,
one bel ow and one above.

Q Ckay.

A | woul dn't have conversations above
Li eutenant Col onel Staton, and | sure as heck
woul dn't have tal ked about this with anybody bel ow
Col onel d i phant.

Q Did you ever talk to anyone at the
Sheriff's Ofice in Natchitoches Parish about this
al l egation involving Cal vin Braxton?

A No, ma' am

Q I n your position as the region comrander
did you interact with the local sheriffs in those

troops, troop areas?

A | have.

Q Have you ever --

A. (Si mul t aneous cross-talk.)

Q |"msorry. | mssed that.

A. Not on a daily basis, no, ma'am but |
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have. W certainly have integrated
responsi bilities.

Q Have you ever discussed Cal vin Braxton
with any of the sheriffs in that area or that
regi on?

A No, ma'am Not that | recall.

Q You said at the beginning of your
deposition that you had conversations with soneone
in the governor's office regarding being sued, State
Pol i ce being sued. Can you renenber anything nore
about who you tal ked to or what you tal ked about ?

A No, ma'am | believe it would probably
just be a informational conversation, and | don't
remenber who it was with. I'mtelling you that |I'm
sure that | did have one. | don't renmenber who it
was with. And it would be because Cal vin Braxton
had sat on the State Police Conmm ssion, and he was
suing the State Police, so it would just be for
I nformati onal purposes. | keep ny boss's staff in
t he know.

Q Ckay. Wiat did you know about Cal vin
Braxton before you had the first conversation with
M. diphant in Decenber of 20157

A | did not know anyt hi ng about hi m ot her

than he was a State Police Conm ssi oner.

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com



© 00 N oo 0o B~ W DN PP

N D N NDDNMNMNDNN P P P PP P PR
a b~ W N b O © 00 N O O B~ W N - O

KEVIN W. REEVES 10/01/2020
Page 90

COURT REPORTER  Conm ssi on nenber ?
BY M5, CRAFT:

Q She's asking. Ws that comm ssion nenber
or comm ssi oner ?

A Comm ssioner. Either one.

Q (kay. The court reporter was asking
because she mssed it, and she wanted to nake sure
she was accurate.

A | understand. No, | wasn't trying to be
smart. |t could be referred to either way.

Q We under st and.

Did you know anyt hi ng about his
I nvol venent in the conmmunity prior to Decenber of
20157

A No, ma' am

Q How about afterwards? Have you | earned
anyt hi ng about Calvin Braxton's community
i nvol venent, sone of the things that he's done, his
reputation --

A No, ma' am

Q -- as a business person?

A No, ma'am | have not.

Q You nentioned in your deposition sonething
about press reports. Have you read press reports

regardi ng the allegations against M. Braxton?
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A. | renmenber -- | don't knowif | read it or
heard it on the news or whatever. There was
obvi ously sonme news around M. Braxton at sonme point
in time when he was | eaving the Comm ssion, so |
don't -- | nean, you showed ne there as an exhibit
that Lee Zurik had made an inquiry, a public records
request as to information, so I..

Q Well, sir, you do have people on your
staff that pull articles that pertain to the State
Police, don't they -- don't you?

A That do what, now?

Q Pertain to the State Police. You' ve got
peopl e on your staff whose job it is to | ook through
all the nedia reports for anything relating to the
State Police, right?

A. Yes, ma'am W have a public affairs
section.

Q Right. And they conpile that infornmation
and present it to you so you know what's goi ng on;
am| correct?

A No, ma'am You're not correct. W' re not
quite that sophisticated with it. They don't --
they don't conpile a list of news stories that
I nvol ve State Police.

Q Do they share information that they garner
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fromlocal nmedia coverage with you?

A On occasi on.

Q And did that ever happen --

A (Si mul t aneous cross-talk.)

Q Excuse ne?

A. | said, but not on every story that's done
on State Police. No, ma' am

Q Well, how about with respect to Calvin
Br axt on, when you took over in 20177

A Yes, ma'am | don't recall. | don't
recall. I'mnot going to tell you | haven't been
briefed. |I'mnot going to tell you I have. | don't
recal | .

Q I n what nedia venues do you recall there

being a reference to M. diphant's report involving
Cal vi n Braxton?

A | don't recall any nedia venues of when it
was -- there was a reference to M. diphant's
i nci dent report or otherw se.

Q But you do --

A But | knew that there was nedi a coverage
of the incident, but | can't specifically tell you
who did it, when they did it and what the content of
it was. | nean, we all know there was nedi a

cover age.
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Q Ckay. Sir, can you tell nme whether or not
State Police has taken any action since the filing
of M. Braxton's lawsuit to either recant the
al l egations contained in M. diphant's 2018

i ncident report and his 2016 incident report?

A. | don't really understand what you're
aski ng.
Q Have there been any actions taken by State

Police to recant any of the statenents that
M. diphant made in his 2016 incident report and

his 2018 incident report regarding M. Braxton?

A | don't believe so. Wen you say
“recant," you nean get himto take back what he
sai d?

Q Yes.

A. | don't recall. No.

Q Did you see the Facebook posting that
M. diphant made in 2018 about M. Braxton?

A | did subsequently, yes, ma'am | don't
have Facebook.

Q So who showed it to you?

A | don't recall who showed it to ne.

Q Was there any action taken agai nst
M. diphant regarding his Facebook posting about

M. Braxton?
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A.
Q
f ashi on?
A.
Q
Facebook

A

BY MR FALCON:

Q
not -- or
at any ti
I nt er nal
A i phant
sai d?

A.

Q

prof essional courtesy that a state policeman owes to

an i ndivi

A

| don't recall if there was or not.

Do you know if he was counsel ed in any

| don't recall.

Do you know if he was asked to take that
posting about M. Braxton down?

| don't.

M5. CRAFT: That's all | have, sir.
Thank you. The other |awers may or nay
not have questions for you.

MR, FALCON: Just a couple. | have a
coupl e.

EXAM NATI ON

Col onel Reeves, do you know whet her or
have you heard whet her or not M. Braxton
nme since 2016 nade any conplaint to the
affairs section relative to Col onel

or anything Colonel diphant m ght have

No, sir. | don't recall that.

Do you -- are you aware of any

dual menber of the State Police Conm ssion?

No, sir.

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com



© 00 N oo 0o B~ W DN PP

N D N NDDNMNMNDNN P P P PP P PR
a b~ W N b O © 00 N O O B~ W N - O

KEVIN W. REEVES 10/01/2020
Page 95

Q

Do you believe it appropriate for a State

Pol i ce conm ssioner to use his position for his

per sonal

benefit?

M5. CRAFT: 1'mgoing to object to the
form
(Si mul t aneous cross-talk.)

M5. CRAFT: Sorry. Hold on. Let ne
object to the form And, M. Reeves, your
voice is a |ot quieter than when you were
answering ny questions, and I think the
court reporter is having difficulty
heari ng your response.

THE WTNESS: | apol ogi ze for that.
think it's because |I'm | ooking at hi mand

he's right here in the room so |

apol ogi ze. 1'll speak up.
M5. CRAFT: No. | fully understand.
And so you know for the record, | have

objected to all this business on parti al
Zoom But | have made an objection, so |
t hi nk you need to respond to M. Falcon's
guestion so she can hear it.
THE W TNESS: Ask the question again.
MR FALCON: Sure.

BY MR FALCON:
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Q Are you aware of any professional courtesy
that state troopers owe to individual Comm ssion
menber s?

A. No, sir.

Q Wuld it be appropriate for a Conm ssi on
menber to use his position for their personal
benefit?

A | would not think that is appropriate.

M5. CRAFT: bject to the form Hold
on. Hold on. |I'mobjecting to that
question to the form Now if you can
answer it so the court reporter can hear
your answer, that would be hel pful.

A. | would not think that was appropri ate.
BY MR FALCON:

Q Wuld it be appropriate for the Louisiana
State Police to transfer a trooper because he gave a
relative of a public official a DW?

A No, sir. That would not be appropriate.

Q Wuld it be appropriate for the Louisiana
State Police to send a trooper to additional
training to get his mnd right because that trooper
gave a DW to a relative of a public official?

A No, sir. That would not be appropriate.

M5. CRAFT: Object to the form Hold
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on, M. Reeves. bject to the form
COURT REPORTER: I'msorry. Your
answer, sir?
A No, that woul d not be appropriate.
COURT REPORTER  Thank you.
BY MR FALCON:
Q Have you ever heard any di scussions, sir

or been aware of a claimthat Comm ssion nenbers,
referring to State Police Comm ssion nenbers, were
unt ouchabl e i nsofar as | aw enforcenent is concerned?

M5. CRAFT: Object to the form Go

ahead.

THE WTNESS: | |like the way you did
that that tine. It stopped ne --

MS. CRAFT: | got you.

THE WTNESS: -- because you held your
hand up.

Ckay. Can you ask it one nore tine?
MR. FALCON: Yes, sir.
BY MR FALCON
Q Have you ever heard any discussion or know
of any provision that would -- that Comm ssion
menbers, the Louisiana State Police Conm ssion
menbers, were -- and |'musing the word

"“unt ouchabl e" by State Police or by | aw enforcenent
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I n general ?
M5. CRAFT: Sane objection. Go ahead.
A. No.
BY MR FALCON
Q Have you ever discussed with M. d i phant
t he Facebook posting itself?
A | don't recall.
Q Have you ever heard or do you recall any
di scussi on about M. Braxton and/or M. Derbonne
using State Police Conm ssion stationary to seek an
adjustnent in traffic tickets that M. Braxton or
menbers of his famly m ght have received?
M5. CRAFT: bject to the form GCo
ahead.
A |"'mnot famliar.
MR. FALCON: | think that's all |
have. Thank you, sir.
MR MAYEAUX: Steve?
MR. OXENHANDLER: Yes, | have a couple

guesti ons.
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR OXENHANDLER
Q Col onel, again, I'm Steve Oxenhandl er, and

| have Col onel A i phant here with ne.

In this lawsuit, Calvin Braxton has argued
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that an incident report is only to docunent crines
or trooper m sconduct contenporaneously as it
occurs. I n your experience, are incident reports
used only to docunent crines or trooper m sconduct?
M5. CRAFT: (bject to the form
A. No, sir. |I'msorry.
M5. CRAFT: bject to the form
MR. OXENHANDLER: What's wong with
the form M. Craft? What's wong with
the formof that question?
M5. CRAFT: The form of that question
IS your predicate is inappropriate as it
relates to the evidence we submtted.
Argunent set forth in nenorandumis al so
supported by evidence. W cited
deposition testinony and evidence in
support of various propositions. That's
nmy obj ecti on.
MR. OXENHANDLER: | nmde an exact
quote. There's nothing wong with the
form of the question.

BY MR OXENHANDLER

Q You go ahead and answer it, M. -- Col onel
Reeves.
A. Coul d you ask ne one nore tine?
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Q Yes. | n your experience, are incident
reports used only to docunent crines or trooper
m sconduct ?

A No, sir. That's not ny experience.

Q And | think you testified earlier, in your
experience, there is no Louisiana State Police rule
or requirenent that incident reports are to be
prepared contenporaneously as the event occurs,
right?

M5. CRAFT: |I'mobjecting to the form
It's been asked and answer ed.
BY MR OXENHANDLER

Q You can go ahead and answer agai n.

A. | would have to go back and refer to our
procedural order, but | don't...

COURT REPORTER |I'msorry. Refer
back to your what, sir?
THE W TNESS: Procedural order.
COURT REPORTER: Ckay. Thank you.
THE W TNESS: Yes, ma' am
BY MR, OXENHANDLER:

Q You know Jason Starns, correct, Col onel?

A Yes, sir.

Q In his testinony, Jason Starns testified

that an incident report is a very versatile tool.
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Wul d you agree with that assessnment?
A Yes, sir.
M5. CRAFT: Object to the form
THE WTNESS: |'msorry.
M5. CRAFT: That's all right. You
can answer.
A Yes, sir. | would agree.
BY MR, OXENHANDLER:
Q |'"d like you to turn to the actual
incident -- | think it's on Exhibit #24, which was a
series of -- looks like a series of June 2nd, 2016,
I ncident reports that you reviewed. | want to go in

the final one that was actually signed by Col onel
A iphant, which is towards the end, the | ast few
pages of the Exhibit #24. Do you see it, sir?

A Yes, sir, | do.

Q When you reviewed this incident report,
did you see any -- anything about Colonel Aiphant's
June 2nd, 2016, incident report that violated any
State Police procedures regarding preparation of the
report?

M5. CRAFT: (Object to the form

BY MR- OXENHANDLER:

Q Go ahead.

A | did not.
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Q Did you see anything in Colonel Adiphant's
June 2nd, 2016, incident report that violated any
State Police procedures regarding the content of the
I nci dent report?
M5. CRAFT: (bject to the form
A | did not.
BY MR OXENHANDLER
Q Did you interpret, when you were revi ew ng
and sent up chain of command the -- Col onel
A iphant's June 2nd, 2016, incident report to
contain accusations that Calvin Braxton had
commtted any violations of Louisiana crimnal
statutes?
M5. CRAFT: (bject to the form
A | did not.
BY MR OXENHANDLER
Q | f Col onel Aiphant's June 2nd, 2016,
i nci dent report had contained accusations -- |I'm
sorry. Strike that.
| f Col onel Aiphant's June 2nd, 2016,
I nci dent report had contained crimnal accusations
agai nst Cal vin Braxton, what woul d have occurred in
relation to those crimnal accusations?
M5. CRAFT: Sane objection.

A. | woul d assunme those crimnal accusati ons
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woul d have been forwarded to the crimnal inves- --
Bureau of Investigation, our crimnal side, to be

| ooked i nto.

BY MR, OXENHANDLER

Q Did that happen in this case, sir?

A Not that I'm aware of.

Q | f you could go now to Exhibit #20. This
is the May -- March 2nd, 2018, incident report, the
request for the personal threat assessnent. You've
seen this report before today, sir; is that correct?

A. | massum ng, yes, sir, | have. |I'm
assumng so. It's addressed to ne, so...

Q On page 2 of this report, Colonel Qi phant
requests that the State Police conduct a personal
threat assessnent regarding the capabilities of
Cal vin Braxton and others to potentially harm
Col onel diphant or his famly.

Wth regard to that request, what is a --
or what is a personal threat assessnent?

M5. CRAFT: (bjection; asked and

answer ed.
A | would say that -- and I'"'mnot famliar
wi t h what happened here. | would say that it would

be an assessnent to see if there is a threat there

to Colonel Aiphant or his famly.
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BY MR OXENHANDLER:

Q | think you' ve terned it -- you' ve terned
it sonmething el se before. Do you renenber what
you -- | don't renenber what you testified it as.
Do you renenber what you previously testified? You

used sone ot her term besi des personal threat

assessnent. | just don't renenber what it was.
A | don't recall.
Q |f a state trooper believed that he was

bei ng foll owed and was under surveillance by sone
person and that his life and the lives of his famly
may be in danger, would it be proper for the
troopers to request a personal threat assessnment or
sonething simlar to that regarding the person he
bel i eved m ght pose a threat?

M5. CRAFT: And I'mgoing to object to

the formand further object under 701.

BY MR OXENHANDLER

Q Go ahead. You can answer.

A | believe that, as an agency, we woul d
want to know that out of an abundance of caution to
protect our enployees and their famlies, and we may
woul d put sone extra patrols around their area.

Q In this report -- I"mgoing to go over

sone facts here that are listed -- Colonel A iphant
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has observed out-of-place vehicles near his hone.
Col onel d i phant has docunented in this report that
the vehicle | ooked very suspicious. Col onel
d i phant docunented that he had infornmation he
bel i eved was credi ble, which said that Calvin
Braxton had hired a private investigation or
sonebody to watch and follow him Col onel A i phant
alleged in this report that the suspicious vehicle
accel erated and fled as Colonel diphant's car
approached. As is docunented also, that a |icense
check showed that the vehicle was registered to a
person believed to have busi ness connections wth
Cal vin Braxton. Colonel diphant docunented that
the investigation -- that M. Braxton's nanme was
cl osely associated wwth a wonan who had a nysterious
and untinely death that was -- death was ruled a
suicide. Colonel diphant al so docunented that
Col onel d i phant thought the investigation of the
sui ci de should be reopened to see if there was any
possibility of foul play. And Colonel diphant was
so concerned that he requested the State Police to
make frequent checks around his house.

Considering the statenents nmade in the
I nci dent report of March 2nd, 2018, and Col onel

A iphant's express concerns in this report, was it
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proper for a personal threat assessnent to have been
request ed by Col onel d i phant?

M5. CRAFT: |I'mgoing to object to the
form And furthernore, Counsel, with
respect to your predicate about the facts
|isted, those are highly disputed, and,
frankly, we don't think they're facts at
all. But subject toit, if he can answer
it.

A | m not sure what actions were taken as
far as a personal threat assessnent were here by our
agency at the tinme, and | certainly would agree with
havi ng security checks around the residence to nake
sure that he and his famly are safe.

BY MR OXENHANDLER

Q Was it proper -- was it proper, though, in
your opinion, as superintendent of the State Police,
for Colonel diphant, knowng all the facts that we
just talked about, to ask for a personal threat
assessnment to be conducted?

M5. CRAFT: (bject to the form

A | wouldn't think -- I'"msorry.

M5. CRAFT: And, again, the predicate,
specifically counselor referring to it as

being facts. But you can answer it, if
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you can, Sir.

A | don't think that | would think it
unr easonabl e for Colonel diphant to make that
request .

BY MR OXENHANDLER

Q Is it fair to say that you did not see
anyt hi ng i nproper about Colonel diphant's request
for a personal threat assessnent regarding Calvin
Br axt on?

A. | did not. | don't think -- can | say
this: | don't think that there was anything
| mproper, based on the circunstances that he was
observi ng around his honme and what was going on, to
request that.

Q Now, in the -- on page 2 of Exhibit #20,
in the mddl e paragraph, could you pl ease read that
to yourself, sir?

MR. MAYEAUX: The first page of the
report or the second page?

MR. OXENHANDLER: No, the second page
of the report. [|'msorry.

A Begi nning with, sonewhat confirnf
BY MR- OXENHANDLER:

Q To sonmewhat confirm correct. Could you

read that paragraph, and |'mgoing to ask you sone
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guesti ons about that.

A Yes, sir.

Q Ckay. As you can see, Colonel, this
report references Lydia Rachal, a wonman all egedly
dated by Cal vin Braxton, whose death was untinely
ruled to be a suicide.

M5. CRAFT: [|I'msorry, Counselor. It
says, ultimately.
BY MR OXENHANDLER

Q (Si mul taneous cross-talk.) And | quote,
it would be ny suggestion -- ny suggestion that the
Loui siana State Police review the case file
regardi ng the death of Lydia Rachal to determ ne the
actual manner of death and/or determne if there was
any possibility of foul play. |Is that correct?

M5. CRAFT: And, Counselor, that's not
what it says. It says, ultimately ruled a
suicide. But subject to ny objection and
your reading of it, I think he can read it
for hinself.
BY MR, OXENHANDLER:

Q Isn't it true that the review of a death
ruled to be a suicide could determ ne that the death
was not suicide, but was, in fact, accidental ?

M5. CRAFT: (Object to the form
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A. | woul d have to know the circunstances
surroundi ng the death that was ruled as a suicide.
If you're asking ne if it's possible, it certainly
I's possible, but I don't have the facts in this
case.

BY MR OXENHANDLER
Q | was asking you if it's possible.
M5. CRAFT: (bject to the form

BY MR OXENHANDLER

Q Aren't the words "foul play" -- can't they
refer to a wde variety of actions?

A | woul d assune so.

M5. CRAFT: (Object to the form
BY MR OXENHANDLER:

Q Do you know whet her Col onel Qi phant sent
this March 2nd, 2018, incident report to anyone
other than the individual -- individuals naned in
the March 2nd, 2018, e-mail, to David Staton, Kevin
Reeves and M ke Noel ?

A | do not.

Q Wul d you be in a position to know whet her
the March 2nd, 2018, incident report was sent to any
person or entity by -- any person or entity by
Loui siana State Police?

A. | am not aware of that.
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Q | n your experience, when incident reports
are provided to persons as a result of a public
records request, are nanmes of persons nentioned in
the incident report ever redacted?

A. Yes. | believe there are occasi ons when
they are. It would -- it would depend on the
ci rcunst ances surroundi ng the incident report.

Q And, to your know edge, did the Louisiana
State Police, as an organi zati on, dissen nate any
i nformation fromthe March 2nd, 2000 [sic], incident

report to any individual nenbers of the public?

A Not that |'m aware of.
MR. OXENHANDLER: Thank you. | don't
have any other questions. Thank you,
Col onel .
M5. CRAFT: Thank you, sir.
MR. MAYEAUX: | have no questi ons.

M5. CRAFT: You have no questi ons,
M. Mayeaux?
MR. MAYEAUX: | do not.
M5. CRAFT: Ckay. | just have a few
fol | ow ups
FURTHER EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. CRAFT:

Q M. Reeves, it would, in fact, be a

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com




© 00 N oo 0o B~ W DN PP

N D N NDDNMNMNDNN P P P PP P PR
a b~ W N b O © 00 N O O B~ W N - O

KEVIN W. REEVES 10/01/2020
Page 111

violation of State Police policy and procedure if
M. Qiphant lied in the June 2016 incident report
and the March 2018 incident reports; isn't that
correct?

A. Yes, ma'am W do expect our troopers to
be -- enpl oyees to be truthful.

Q Got it. On the March 2018 inci dent
report, you would have expected M. Qi phant to be

forthcom ng about inportant details; is that

correct?
A. Yes, nm'am
Q Li ke, for exanple, he's a famly nenber of

Lydi a Rachal's ex-husband, right?

A. |"'mnot aware -- |I'mnot aware of that.

Q Wul dn't you have expected himto discl ose
in this incident report that he is Lydia Rachal's
ex- husband's famly nenber?

A. | think that one thing you need to
under st and about incident reports is, the incident
report created by the enployee is the enpl oyee's
i nci dent report of what happened and what their view
was in the incident. W don't direct them on what
to wite or what not to wite.

Q Right. But you certainly direct themto

be t horough and conpl ete and provide all inportant
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information as it relates to the situation at hand,
right?

A. That woul d be our desire.

Q And, certainly, in the March 2018 i nci dent
report, it would have been inportant for you to know
that M. diphant had communi cations with
Ms. Rachal's husband or ex-husband, and that he was,

in fact, Ms. Rachal's ex-husband's famly nenber,

right?
A. ' m not aware of any of that.
Q Well, let's assune it's true. Wuld you

not have expected M. QA iphant to put information
like that in this 2018 incident report?

MR. OXENHANDLER: Object to the form
BY M5. CRAFT:

Q Wul dn't you have, sir?

A | m not aware of whether any of that is
true or not. This is the first |I've ever heard of
t hat .

Q Ckay. Well, sir, wth all due respect,
assune it is true. Wuldn't you have expected
M. diphant to, at |east, put those two details in
the report; hey, | talked to Lydia Rachal's
ex- husband, the guy that was jilted apparently by
Calvin Braxton, and, B, with respect to M. Rachal,
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he's nmy famly nenber? Wuldn't you not have
expected soneone in M. Aiphant's positionto
di scl ose that?
MR. OXENHANDLER: Object to form

BY M5. CRAFT:

Q You can answer it. Go ahead.

A That hasn't been disclosed to ne, and |I'm
unaware of it.

Q Okay. But you woul d have expected, woul d

you not, for those two details to have been
di scl osed at sone point in tinme by M. diphant if
they're true?

A. Like | said, this is the first |'ve heard
of it. I'mnot -- it has never been disclosed to
ne.

Q Got it. And you do know fromthe March
2018 incident report that, at least, M. diphant
comuni cat ed sone i nformati on about M. Braxton and
maki ng the house checks to the Natchitoches Parish
Sheriff's Ofice, correct?

MR, MAYEAUX: Object to the form

A Wll, if ny nmenory serves ne right, he
advi sed -- he asked Troop E to contact the
Nat chi toches Parish Sheriff's Ofice to assist with

that. It doesn't say that he contacted them
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BY Ms. CRAFT:

Q Ckay. Sir, would you have expected
M. diphant to conmunicate to you that he did, in
fact, have a conversation with, at |east,

M. Rachal, who happens to work for the Sheriff's
O fice, and asked M. Rachal to conduct security
checks at his house?

A No, ma'am | wouldn't expect himto tell
me that.

Q Wul d you expect himto be truthful in his
report that it wasn't, in fact, his comrunication
with Troop E to contact the Natchitoches Parish
Sheriff's Ofice, but it was, in fact, his direct
contact with the Natchitoches Parish Sheriff's
Ofice or fol ks who work for it?

MR. MAYEAUX: bject to the form

A Ma'am we live in smaller parishes, and
everybody kind of knows everybody else. So if he
had a conversation wth soneone at the Sheriff's
O fice and asked for additional patrols around his
house, there would be no expectation of ne for him
to informme of that.

BY MS. CRAFT:
Q But you certainly would expect him when

he authors a report like this one from 2018, to be
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as forthcom ng about all those details as possible,
correct?
A. | woul d expect himto be forthcom ng about

the details surrounding the incident.

M5. CRAFT: That's all | have, sir.

Thank you very nuch.
THE WTNESS: Thank you, nmm'am
(DEPOSI TI ON CONCLUDED AT 1:14 P.M)
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REPORTER"'"S CERTI FI CATE

This transcript is valid only for a
transcri pt acconpanied by ny original signature and
original required seal on this page.

|, Leslie B. Doyle, Certified Court
Reporter (LA Certificate #93096), in and for the
State of Louisiana, as the officer before whomthis
testi nony was taken, do hereby certify that KEVIN W
REEVES, after having been duly sworn by ne upon
authority of RS. 37:2554, did testify as herein
before set forth in the foregoing 115 pages; that
this testinony was reported by ne in the stenotype
reporting nethod, was prepared and transcri bed by ne
or under my personal direction and supervision, and
Is a true and correct transcript to the best of ny
ability and understandi ng; that the transcript has
been prepared in conpliance with transcript format
guidelines required by statute or by rules of the
board, that | have acted in conpliance with the
prohi bition on contractual relationships, as defined
by Loui siana Code of Cvil Procedure Article 1434
and in rules and advi sory opinions of the board.

| further certify that | amnot related to
counsel or to the parties herein, nor am| otherw se

interested in the outcone of this matter.

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com




© 00 N o o A~ W N P

(Y
@

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

KEVIN W. REEVES

10/01/2020
Page 117

Signed this __ day of , 2020.

LESLI E B. DOYLE, RPR, RWMR, RDR
Certified Court Reporter
LA Certificate #93096
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W TNESS' CERTI FI CATE

|, KEVIN W REEVES, the undersigned, do
hereby certify that | have read the foregoing
deposition taken on Cctober 1, 2020, and it contains
a true and accurate transcript of the testinony

gi ven by ne:

CHECK ONE BOX BELOW
( ) Wthout correction.
( ) Wth corrections as reflected on the

Errata Sheet (s)

KEVI N W REEVES

DATE

REPORTED BY: LESLIE B. DOYLE, RPR, RMR, RDR
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Errata Sheet

NAME OF CASE: CALVIN W BRAXTCN, SR VERSUS LOUI SI ANA STATE TROOPERS ASSQCI ATION, ET AL
DATE OF DEPCSI TION. 10/ 01/ 2020
NAME OF WTNESS: Kevin W Reeves
Reason Codes:
1. To clarify the record.
2. To conformto the facts.

3. To correct transcription errors.
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