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10TH JuDI Cl AL DI STRI CT COURT
PARI SH OF NATCHI TOCHES
STATE OF LOUI SI ANA

CALVIN W BRAXTON, SR NUMBER: C-90, 284
VERSUS

LOUI SI ANA STATE TROOPERS
ASSCCI ATI ON AND JAY OLI PHANT

Depositi on of JASON STARNES, taken via Zoom
vi deoconference at the Law O fices of Jill L.
Craft, Attorney at Law, 329 St. Ferdi nand Street,
Bat on Rouge, Loui siana, on Monday,

Sept enber 21, 2020, commencing at 9:08 a.m
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STI PULATI ON

It is stipulated and agreed by and anong
counsel for the parties hereto that the deposition
of the aforenentioned wtness is hereby being taken
I n accordance with the Louisiana Code of G vil
Procedure, for all purposes allowed, in accordance
with |aw, pursuant to notice;

That the formalities of reading and
signing are specifically not waived; that the
formalities of sealing, certification and filing
are specifically waived,

That all objections, save those as to the
formof the question and the responsiveness of the
answer, are hereby reserved until such tine as this
deposition, or any part thereof, may be used or
sought to be used in evidence.

ok * % %

DESI REE DELATTE, Certified Court Reporter

in and for the State of Louisiana, officiated in

adm ni stering the oath to the w tness.

* * *x * %
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JASON STARNES,
after having been first duly sworn by the
above-nenti oned Court Reporter did testify as
fol | ows:
MS. CRAFT:

And if all the |lawers can make
their appearances for the court reporter
formally on the record.

MR, FALCON:

Fl oyd Fal con for the Troopers

Associ ati on.
MR. OXENHANDLER

St eve Oxenhandl er for Col onel

d i phant.
MR, MAYEAUX:

Ben Mayeaux for Louisiana State

Pol i ce.

MS. CRAFT:
M. Fal con.

MR, FALCON:

Yes. Floyd Fal con for The
Tr oopers Associ ati on.

M5. CRAFT:
Sorry. You cut out on this end.

Jill Craft on behalf of M. Calvin
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Braxton. And, counsel, | amrequesting
that these depositions, as we've done so
far, remain subject to sequestration, so
in that regard, | would ask counsel to
identify who is present in the roomwth
each of y'all, if sonebody cone in or
goes out, for the court reporter's
pur poses and so the record is conplete,
iIf we can also identify those peopl e,
M. Oxenhandl er.
OXENHANDLER:
That's Col onel diphant in the
roomwith ne. That's all.
FALCON:
M. Aucoin is in the roomwth ne.
MAYEAUX:
And Bet h Bl och, attorney of
record, fromour office is also here at
state police headquarters.
CRAFT:
And is there any representative of

state police there as well?

MR, MAYEAUX:

No, ma' am Just M. Starnes.

V5. CRAFT:

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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And present in ny roomwth the
court reporter is M. Braxton.
EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. CRAFT:

Q GCkay. M. Starnes, ny nane is Jill Craft,
and | represent Calvin Braxton, who is seated in
this roomto ny right. Your deposition is being
taken pursuant to Zoom which neans it's nore
I nportant than ever that you wait until | finish ny
gquestion before you start answering. |It's also
I nportant nods of the head "yes" or "no" cannot be

taken down by the court reporter, so you need to
make sure to answer out |loud. And ny final
instruction is rather unique to ne insofar as | nmay
ask you to spell nanes, places, or things. |'mnot
here to test your spelling. It's just nuch easier
to get those down as we go al ong.
|s that fair enough?
A.  Yes.
Q M. Starnes, do you have in front of you
the exhibits fromthe depositions so far?
A. No, | do not.
MR MAYEAUX:
| have them

V5. CRAFT:
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VR.

VR,

VR.

VR.

Ckay. | have, counsel, for the
record, 24 exhibits. Does that match
wi th what you have?

MAYEAUX:

No, |'ve got 20.
OXENHANDL ER

| have 109.
CRAFT:

Ckay. What I'mgoing to dois --
where can | send these real quick? You
guys got a fax nunber?

MAYEAUX:
E-mail themto you?
OXENHANDLER:
Sur e.
CRAFT:
Where do you want them gentlenen?
MAYEAUX:

You can e-mail themto

bl och@euner pat e. com
CRAFT:

Ckay. We'll take a short break,
and let nme give these to ny staff, and
then we'll be right back.

(O f the record.)

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com



© 00 N oo 0o B~ W DN PP

N D N NDDNMNMNDNN P P P PP P PR
a b~ W N b O © 00 N O O B~ W N - O

JASON STARNES 09/21/2020
Page 10

BY MS. CRAFT:

Q M. Starnes, can you give nme your full
name and address, please, for the record?

A.  Excuse ne. Jason Starnes.

MR, MAYEAUX:
Busi ness addr ess.
THE W TNESS:
Address is 7901 | ndependence
Boul evard, Baton Rouge 70806.
BY M5. CRAFT:

Q Can you wal k nme through your educati onal
background, starting with where and when you
graduat ed hi gh school, please, sir?

A. G aduated high school, Central H gh School
in 1990. Attended Sout heastern Loui siana
University, LSU, in addition to Northwestern State
University. | have approximtely 105 hours of
col |l ege degree credit.

Q And is there sone particular course or
courses of study that you' ve concentrated in for
your 105 hours?

A. Ceneral studies.

Q And am| correct that you do not have a
degree; is that right?

A. That's correct.

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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Q Do you hold any certificates or
certifications?

A Yes.

Q In?

A. Various trainings wthin state police.
|'ve attended Northwestern University police staff
and command, al so their executive nmanagenent
program t hrough Nort hwestern at Evanston, |llinois.

Q Gay. Run those for ne again. You had
one at Northwestern State; is that correct?

A.  Northwestern University in Evanston,

I111nois.
Q Ckay.
A. Their public safety program 1|'ve

attended the police staff and command school in
addition to the sanme program the executive
managenent programin Evanston.

Q Wen did you attend those?

A. Police staff and command, | believe, was
in 2010. And I think the executive nmanagenment
programwas in 2015.

Q Gkay. Can you wal k nme through your
enpl oynent history, starting after high school,
pl ease?

A. VWiile attending college, | worked at the

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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Loui si ana Bankers Association. Basically, | was a
student worker, office admnistrator. Then | was
hired in 1995 by Louisiana State Police, conpleted
the trai ning acadeny, and |'ve been enployed with
state police since that tine.

Q Gkay. Can you ne through the positions
and ranks that you've held at LSP since 19957

A. Starting off as a cadet. Then | was a
trooper. Pronoted to sergeant. Pronoted to
| ieutenant. Pronoted to captain. Pronoted to
major. And ny current position now as |ieutenant
col onel for Deputy Superintendent Bourgeois.

Q GOkay. Can you tell nme what years you nade
t hose particul ar ranks?

A. Started with state police in 1995. | was
pronoted to sergeant, | think, in 2001. Pronoted
to lieutenant in 2009, | think, 2008 or 2009.
Captain, pronoted to captain in 2012, major in
2015, and |ieutenant colonel in 2016.

Q How did you get the pronotion to
| i eut enant col onel ?

A. There was a position, unclassified
position created approved by the State Police
Comm ssion for the rank of |ieutenant colonel to

serve in the chief admnistrative officer's

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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position overseeing office nmanagenent and fi nance.

Q Ckay. You're going to have to go a little
bit slower for our court reporter. Are you telling
me, in 2016, the Louisiana State Police Conm ssion
created a |ieutenant col onel position that was over
managenent and budget ?

A. That's correct.

Q Was M. Braxton on the State Police
Comm ssion at that tine?

A. | believe he was, yes.

Q And do you recall who was the executive

director of the State Police Conm ssion at that

tinme?
A. |t would have been Cathy --
Q Wo, sir?
A. Cathy Derbonne.
Q Spell it for the reporter, please.
A CAT-HY, Derbonne, DDE-RB-ONNE.

Q Gkay. And who was responsible for seeking
approval or creation of that position?
MR, MAYEAUX:
bject to the form
You can answer .
BY M5. CRAFT:

Q You can answer it.
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A. Colonel M ke Ednonson was the
superintendent at the tine.

Q | realize he was --

A. So he woul d have approved the request to
Senate for the comm ssions, ultimately to approve
It, to create it.

Q But whose idea was it, sir?

A. | qguess it woul d have been Col onel
Ednonson.

Q Do you know?

A. Well, he was the superintendent, so it
woul d have been his deci sion.

Q | understand, sir, but weren't there
di scussions with you before that position was
actually created?

A Yes.

Q GCkay. That's what |I'mgetting at. So
tell me about those discussions, sir.

A. | think there were discussions about, at
the tinme, the undersecretary's position was vacant.
Prior to ny pronotion, | was given additional
assi gnnment of over kind of filling in for that
position while it was vacant over the course of
those nonths -- excuse ne. Over the course of the

next few nonths, the idea was to create that

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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position to serve in that role on a pernmanent
basi s.

Q Gkay. So who are those discussions with?

A. Discussions wth Col onel Ednonson. It was
di scussed with, | guess, |egal counsel, other
seni or people within the agency.

Q Wat ot her senior people?

A. | don't know.

Q WwWll, who were you --

A. | can't recall exactly.

Q Do you renenber who you were tal king wth?

A. | talked to Colonel Ednonson. | talked to
the chief of staff, Charley Dupuy. Talked to
Ronni e Jones, who was the confidential assistant.

Q Ddyou talk to anybody at LSTA?

A. Not that | recall.

Q Do you know if a copy of the proposed
position was sent to LSTA before it was presented
to the comm ssion?

A. | do not.

Q Have you ever held any positions in LSTA?

A.  Yes.
Q VWhat?
A. | served on the board at the headquarters

affiliate president and board nenber.
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Q GCkay. You were the headquarters affiliate
president. What does that nean?

A. The board of directors is conprised of
representation fromall of the troops and -- which
IS nine troops -- and headquarters, so there's ten
board positions, and each one of those board
positions are el ected by the nenbers of those
affiliates to serve as a president and board
menber .

Q Gkay. And when did you serve on the
boar d?

A I'mtrying to recall the dates. | want to
say it was around 2010 to maybe 2012.

Q D d you nmaintain nmenbership at LSTA
t hr oughout your enploynent with the state police?

A Yes.

Q And so what happened in 2012? Did you
rotate off the board, or what happened?

A. Yes. Wien | was pronoted to captain, |
could no | onger serve in that position as a board
menber .

Q D dyou nmaintain any position with the
board -- with LSTA thereafter besides just being a
menber ?

A No, ma' am

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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Q Did you serve on any committees?

A.  No, ma'am

Q GCkay. Tell ne, what is your relationship
to M. diphant?

A. Co-worker.

Q Have you ever worked with himin the sane
unit or sane troop?

A.  No, nma' am

Q Gkay. Can you walk nme through the
positions that you' ve held. W tal ked about, going
backwar ds, your current position of |ieutenant,
col onel, deputy, superintendent. Wen you started
off as a trooper, where were you assigned to?

A. Troop A in Baton Rouge.

Q And then where did you go?

A. After | worked at Troop A for 12, 13
years, | transferred to headquarters as a sergeant
in the conceal ed handgun permt unit.

Q GCkay. And then where?

A. And then | was pronoted to |ieutenant in
I nvestigative support section.

Q And is that also a headquarters?

A. Yes. It's located in Baton Rouge.
Q GCkay. And then what?
A

Then | was transferred as a | i eut enant

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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frominvestigative support over to the operational
devel opnent section --

Q And then what?

A. -- at headquarters.

As a lieutenant, | was transferred. It
was a lateral transfer to operational devel opnment
section.

Q GCkay. And then what?

A. And then | was pronpoted to captain as the
commander over the operational devel opnent section.

Q GCkay. And?

A. And then | was pronoted to -- in 2015, |
was pronoted to mmjor over support service.

Q And then what position did you hold
bet ween support services and the |ieutenant col onel
position?

A.  None.

Q GCkay. So you went directly from being the
maj or over support services to the |ieutenant
col onel position; is that correct?

A.  Yes, nma' am

Q Can you tell nme what it was you did in
I nvestigative support?

A. | was the executive officer for that

section, reported to the commander, and served in

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com




© 00 N oo 0o B~ W DN PP

N D N NDDNMNMNDNN P P P PP P PR
a b~ W N b O © 00 N O O B~ W N - O

JASON STARNES 09/21/2020
Page 19

t hat capacity.

Q Ckay. Wat does investigative support
servi ces do?
A. Investigative support is over crimnal

intelligence and our fusion center.
Q
A
Q
A

I nvestigative anal ysts that work in conjunction

with crimnal intelligence investigators where they

take information. It's part of not only state,

| ocal ,

share intelligence informati on and anal yze it.

but federal agencies working together into

And your what ?
Fusi on center.
What is that?

Fusion center is a coll aboration of

MS. CRAFT:
Court reporter, did you get that
thing? Was it "fusion services"?
THE COURT REPORTER:
| have "fusion center."
THE W TNESS:

Fusi on center.

MS. CRAFT:
Fusion center, F-U-S-1-0O N?
THE W TNESS:

F-U-S-1-O-N, that's correct.

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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MS. CRAFT:
Sorry. W were having trouble.
You were cutting out.

BY M5. CRAFT:

Q Ckay. And can you tell ne what
oper ati onal devel opnent does?

A. (Qperational devel opnent is a planning and
research section for the departnent. They're
i nvolved in tracking and nonitoring | egislation
represented in the Departnent of the Legislature,
pol i cy managenent, and devel opnent research
functions and serves as kind of an admnistrative
core hub to do staff work and staff reports, staff
studi es, those type of things for senior conmand
and the col onel .

Q And support services, what do you do, or
what did you do?

A. As a mgjor conmand inspector, | had
oversight over the crine |ab, crimnal records
di vision, our fleet and supply offices.

Q I'msorry. D d you think I'ink and supply,
L-1-NK?

A. No. Fleet, cars or vehicles departnent.

Q Fleet?

A. Fleet, yes.

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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Q Ckay. Can you tell ne, in any of your
positions, whether or not you worked closely in
ternms of developing or facilitating policies to be
presented to the State Police Conm ssion?

A.  Yes, | did.

Q And when did you performthose functions?

A. That would primarily have been at the tine
spent in operational devel opnent.

Q So | have that as being sonetine in
2000 -- after you got pronoted to |ieutenant until
2015; does that sound about right?

A.  That would be correct.

Q And so what were your duties as it related
to facilitating policies to be presented to the
comm ssi on?

A Wll, we would work with the -- you know,
do research for policy devel opnent to nmake any
requests for rule -- changes to rules or revisions
to the State Police Conmm ssion rules in working
t hrough the director and the Comm ssion itself to
present information.

Q Ckay. At sone point in time, did you
becone aware of the Comm ssion itself conducting
sonme sort of investigation or inquiry into

political donations by comm ssion nenbers?

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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A. | renenber that.

Q \What do you renenber about that?

A. | renenber that there was a conpl ai nt
filed and an investigation ensued regarding, |
guess, what was the conpl aint of prohibited
political activity.

Q W was the conplaint filed by?

A. | don't renenber.

Q Do you know whet her or not it was
M. Braxton or any other nenber of the Conm ssion?

A. | don't renenber.

Q Do you know whether or not it was a
conplaint filed by the then executive director of
t he Comm ssi on?

A. | don't renenber.

Q Wi was the conplaint filed with?

A. | think it was filed to the Conm ssion
Itself.

Q And at that time, you were in operational
devel opnent, or do you renenber when that was?

A | don't think | was in operational
devel opnent at that tine, but | don't renenber
exactly the tineline.

Q Do you renenber what year?

A.  Not exactly.

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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Q Do you renenber what rank you held when
you | earned about that?

A. | was probably a major at the tine.

Q So maybe sonetine around 2015 or
thereafter?

A. That sounds cl ose.

Q And how do you renenber hearing about the
conplaint being filed to the Conmm ssi on?

A. Because it was just general conversation
and general know edge.

Q Ckay. Wat was the general conversation,
general know edge?

A. Just in general, being discussed, people
tal king about it. Just -- it was just known,
wi del y known.

Q People tal king about it in what respect,
sir?

A. Not necessarily with any respect other
than the fact that sonebody had filed a conpl ai nt
relative to political donations.

Q GCkay. Do you recall being aware of sone
I ssue regarding political -- prohibited political
donations by the LSTA; in other words, noney
funnel ed fromtroopers through LSTA to nmake

political contributions, as opposed to what | asked

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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you about, which was political donations by
comm ttee nenbers?
MR, MAYEAUX:
Do you understand the question?
THE W TNESS:
Yeah, can you repeat the question,
pl ease?
BY M5. CRAFT:

Q Right. M. Starnes, | asked you about
whet her or not you' d becone aware of sone issue
regardi ng political donations by Conm ssion
menbers. M/ question nowis: Are you aware of a
situation where there was an all egation of
prohi bited political donations by the LSTA
utilizing trooper funds?

A. Yeah. | apologize. | msunderstood your
first question, so ny responses were related to the
guestion you're posing in front of nme now

Q Cay. So then let nme back up. D d you
becone aware of an issue regarding political
donati ons by Conm ssi on nenbers?

A. | renenber hearing -- | think I renenber
heari ng sonet hi ng on the news about that.

Q | mssed the last part of your response,

sir. What was that?
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A. | don't renmenber exactly, but | do |
remenber hearing sonething about it. The source of
where | heard it, | don't remenber. | don't know
iIf it was sonething fromthe news or a news article
or sonet hi ng.

Q D d you know that the LSTA was naki ng
political contributions utilizing noney from
t roopers?

A.  Yes.

Q How did you know t hat?

A. Well, probably because | served on the
Board at sone tinme. | don't knowif it was -- had
happened then, but | don't know that it was -- |
think that was, again, just sone general know edge.

Q So to your know edge, had that process of
the LSTA making political donations utilizing
t rooper noney been goi ng on since you served on the
boar d?

A. | don't renenber.

Q Well, you cane off the Board, you told ne,
in 2012. Was it going on back in 2012?

A. | don't renenber.

Q GCkay. Do you know if the practice
conti nued through 2016 or so?

A. That, | do not know for sure.
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Q How was the noney gathered fromthe
troopers for the LSTA to nake the political
donations or contributions?

A. Well, you pay -- nenbers pay nonthly
nmenber ship dues to be a nenber of the association,
but that's not the only -- other than that, that's
the only thing that I'm aware of.

Q So in order to nake a contribution for
LSTA when they nade these political contributions

Wi th trooper funds, was there a vote taken from

anybody, or was it just -- | nean, how was that
deci ded?

A. | don't know.

Q Well, how are candi dates selected to

recei ve those donations using trooper funds?

A. | don't know.

Q Excuse me?

A I'"'mnot sure. | don't know.

Q Gkay. In 2015, you said that there was

sone tal k about that, that activity, that a
conpl ai nt had been filed to the Conm ssion, and
you' ve corrected ne and said you understood the
conpl ai nt was one that the LSTA was neki ng
donations utilizing trooper funds; is that right?

MR, MAYEAUX:
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(bject to the form
You can answer the question.
THE W TNESS:
Yes.
BY M5. CRAFT:

Q Gay. And soinny first line of
guestioning, you had told nme that that practice,
you heard about it or the general conversation, it
bei ng di scussed was roughly when you were in a
maj or position, which then I asked you 2015 or
thereafter, and you said yes; is that correct?

A.  Yes, ma'am

Q Ckay. Prior to 2015, you said that you
were aware that this practice had been occurring;
Is that right?

MR,  MAYEAUX:
(bject to the form

THE W TNESS:
|"ve heard of that. | don't
necessarily know. | think that was,

agai n, general, w dely-known general
know edge.
BY MS. CRAFT:
Q And do you know if it was the State

Troopers Associ ation that was actually making the
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donati ons using trooper noney or whether it was the
executive director who was doing it?

A. M/ understanding, it was the executive
di rector on behalf of the Association.

Q Ckay. And where did you get that
under st andi ng fronf

A. Wll, the executive director was a
regi stered | obbyist for the Association that woul d
represent the Association's interest at the
| egi sl ature.

Q That was David Young; is that correct?

A. |t would have been David Young at that
time; that's correct.

Q And can you tell nme, when you said people
were tal king about it, what were they saying?
Like, "Ch, nmy God, we're doing this thing," or, "W
didn't know," or, "This is terrible"? Wat?

A. | think just general conversations.

Q Wwll, I don't know what general
conversations you were privy to, so tell ne what
you renenber about that general conversation, sir.

A. | don't renenber anything other than
general conversati on.

Q Did you have an understanding that there

was sone sort of prohibition against state police
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officers engaging in political activity?

A. I'maware of the comm ssion rules that do
prohibit certain types of political activity.

Q And were you also aware of the Louisiana
Constitution Article 10, Section 47 that says the
sane thing?

A. No, I'mnot famliar with the
constitutional provision, but I know that
they're -- a lot of themare mrrored in the
comm ssion rules.

Q GCkay. D d you have this awareness of the
comm ssion rules prohibiting political activity by
troopers in 2015 when you first heard about this or
when you started hearing about this?

A. Yes, | was aware of the rule.

Q So in the general conversations that you
were privy to, do you renenber anybody expressing
concern that this was a violation of the law or a
conmm ssion rul e?

A. No, | don't recall that discussion taking
pl ace.

Q How about with you? Do you recall there
bei ng any concern about the notion that this
practice nmay be in violation of the | aw?

A, No.
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Q Is there sone sort of nmechanismutilized
totry to, for lack of a better phrase -- this is
to mnd -- mght skirt around the provisions of the

comm ssion rules regarding prohibited political
donations and activity?
MR MAYEAUX:
bject to the form
THE W TNESS:
No.
BY M5. CRAFT:

Q You can answer it.

A.  Yeah. M answer is no.

Q GCkay. Did you know that dues you were
payi ng as a nenber were going to fund political
activity?

A Yes.

Q And how did you know t hat?

A. | guess just having know edge that, at
tinmes, there were, fromthe associations | have,
doesn't necessarily nean it was specifically
menber shi p noney.

Q Wll, you sat on the Board, sir. \Wat
ot her sources of incone did the State Troopers
Associ ati on have other than the dues?

A. They sell nmagazines for ads. There's
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other -- they receive private donations from
citizens.

Q So ads and mamgazi nes and private
donati ons?

A. That's -- yes.

Q And so is it your testinony that you
didn't think that, when LSTA or its executive
di rector were nmaking these political contributions,
that they were not using the funds fromthe
menber s?

A. | don't know exactly on the -- from an
accounting perspective what dollars went where, but
at no tine it was done -- was acting in any
I nappropriate manner.

Q At notine what, sir?

A. Did I think that any donati ons bei ng nade
wer e i nappropriate or being done to circunment any
ot her process.

Q D d that opinion of yours change at sone
point intime, sir?

A.  No.

Q You're aware, are you not, that there was
an ethical ruling, right? A consent decree between
LSTA and the State Ethics Conm ssion?

A. |'maware of it, but | don't have the
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detai | s.

Q Ckay. How are you aware of it?

A. Again, general conversation.

Q Wth who?

A. Wth everyone. It was -- it's being
posted and witten about in blogs, publicly,
I nformation and di scussion about it.

Q Ckay. Tell ne about that, please. Bl ogs,
how so?

A. There's people that have public websites

that they post and wite information.

Q \Who?

A. There's one particular blog called
Loui siana Voice. | want to say there was anot her
website started -- but | cannot tell you the nane
of it -- by a different person.

Q Do you renenber who that person was?

A. | think it was M. Robert Burns.

Q Robert who?

A. Burns. Burns.

Q Robert Burns?

A.  Yes, ma'am

Q Do you have Exhibit No. 12 in front of

you?
MR MAYEAUX:
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G ve us a mnute. |s that the

consent decree?

MS. CRAFT:
Yeabh.
MR. MAYEAUX:

Yeah, we got it.
BY MS. CRAFT:

Q Sir, sitting in front of you is a consent
order fromthe Louisiana Board of Ethics, which
we' ve attached to these depositions as Exhi bit No.
12. Have you seen that docunent before?

A. No, ma'am Excuse nme. No, nma' am

Q Have you heard anything about it?

A. As | previously stated, | was aware that
Et hi cs had i ssued sonething, but I have not | ooked
at this.

Q If you look at page 12 of 12, it has a
date signed by the LSTA of Novenber 9, 2016; am I

right?
A Yes.
Q In the beginning, if you |look at the case

nunber, the consent order is 2015-1385; do you see
t hat ?

A. \Were is that?

Q On the very first page.
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A.  Yes.

Q Was it your understanding that the notion
of this political donation utilizing trooper
noni es, that first conplaint was sonetine in 20157

A. | don't know.

Q And given that this was signed in Novenber
of 2016, does that help us at all target when it
was you were hearing this, quote, unquote, talk
about these political donations?

A. Could you repeat that question?

Q Gventhat it looks it was signed by LSTA
on Novenber 9, 2016, does that help kind of narrow
down your tinmefranme as to when you started hearing
the talk about this?

A, Yes.

Q If you flip through the docunents, sir, on
Page 1, it starts with the first allegation, which
is on Cctober 25, 2015, David Young made a $5, 000
contribution to John Bel Edwards. Do you see that
part?

A. | do.

Q And then it says, the next day, on Cctober
26t h, LSTA rei nbursed David Young $5,000 for the
contribution made to M. Edwards. Do you see that

part?
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A.  Yes, ma'am

Q If you flip through, it tal ks about
donations of a simlar nature nmade in Cctober of
2015, Septenber of 2015, August of 2015, June and
July of 2015; on Page 3, April and May of 2015;
page 4, March of 2015, donations from 2014 as
refl ected on pages 4 and 5. Was it your
understanding that this practice reached back at
| east three years?

MR MAYEAUX:
From when? Object to the form
BY M5, CRAFT:

Q Sorry. It reached back to at |east 2014,
according to this docunent; is that right, sir?

A. That's what |'m | ooking at, yes.

Q Now, you said you rotated off the Board in
2012. Can you tell nme if the practice was
occurring while you were on the Board in 20127

A. | don't renenber.

Q Wuld there be any records that would tell
us whether or not this was occurring while you were
on the Board?

A. | don't know.

Q Now, in this consent decree, as |

understand it, at Page 7, at Paragraph 40, it
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refers to LA-RS-18:1505. 2A. Tal ks about a penalty.
Do you know anyt hi ng about that?

A.  No.

Q And on Paragraph 42, it says, "As
evi denced by the signature of a dul y-authorized
representative bel ow, LSTA knowi ngly and of its own
free will agrees that the charges are factually
supported by the stated fact and degrees that it
viol ated LA-RS-18:1505. 2A. "

Do you see that part?

A.  Yes, nma' am

Q Was that part of the talk that LSTA
admtted it had violated a provision of Louisiana
| aw?

A. | don't renenber.

Q On Page 9, there's an order and decree
where it finds that LSTA violated LA-RS-18: 1505. 2A,
and then it assesses a penalty of $5,000. Do you
see that?

A Yes.

Q Do you have any information to dispute
that LSTA did not, in fact, violate the statute as
outlined in Exhibit 127

A.  No.

Q Ckay. \When you said earlier that you were

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com




© 00 N oo 0o B~ W DN PP

N D N NDDNMNMNDNN P P P PP P PR
a b~ W N b O © 00 N O O B~ W N - O

JASON STARNES 09/21/2020

Page 37
aware that a conplaint had been filed to the
Comm ssion, did you becone aware of a conpl ai nt
al so being filed with the Ethics Comm ssion?
A. | recall hearing that a conplaint had been

filed with Ethics.

Q And do you recall who it was you heard had
filed said conplaint?

A.  No.

Q Wll, who were you tal king to about
soneone or sonething has filed a conplaint with
Et hi cs?

A. It was general comon know edge.

Q General comon know edge anong whon?

A. O people that are, | guess, discussing
current events going on, whether it's the LSTA or
t he departnent.

Q GCkay. Wll, in 2015 and 2016 -- correct
me if I"'mwong -- your work station was
headquarters; is that right?

A.  Yes, ma'am

Q So was it general common know edge at
headquarters?

A. | would assune so, yes.

Q Ckay. Aside fromyou assum ng, who el se

were you tal king to other than peopl e at
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headquarters at the tine?

A. | don't know.

Q D d you have any conversations with David
Young, for exanple, about either the conplaint that
was filed wwth the Comm ssion or the Ethics
Comm ssi on?

A. | don't renenber.

Q Wien was the last tine you tal ked to David

Young?
A. | don't renenber. |It's been quite a
whi | e.

Q Ckay. Before M. Young left the State
Troopers Associ ation, how often did you talk to
hi nf

A. Cccasionally.

Q Meani ng what ?

A. Meaning | don't know. CQccasionally.

Q And what would you talk to him about?
A. Lots of things.

Q Ckay. Like what?

A. Personal stuff, work stuff, |egislation.
Q M. Starnes --

A.  Fi shing.

Q Al right. Wat? Wat personal stuff,

for exanpl e?
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A.  Fi shing.

Q Ckay. Wiat |egislation?

A. Al kinds of |egislation.

Q GCkay. Sir, | didn't walk in your shoes,
so when |'m asking you these questions, |'m asking
you to tell nme, not in general terns, what you
remenber, talking to M. Young about.

A. | can't renenber everything |I've talked to

M. Young about over the years that |I've known him

Q GCkay. Wwll, tell ne what you do renenber

A Well, | amtelling you what | do renenber,
and we tal ked about, when | said |egislation, and
you said -- | can't tell you specifically what
because there could be 500 different pieces of
| egislation that we track in any particul ar
sessi on.

Q Are you telling nme you don't renenber
anything that you di scussed with M. Young
regarding | egislation? Nothing?

A.  No, nothing specific.

Q Ckay. What other things did you talk to
M. Young about before he left LSTA?

A. W talked about all -- | nean, what you

woul d talk to any other person that you are around
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or associate with. Everything under the sun.
Q WwWell, sir, | need you to tell nme what you
do renmenber. Again, | don't walk in your shoes --
A. | don't remenber with any specificity.

Q M. Starnes, let nme finish.

A, Kkay.

Q | amnot wal king in your shoes, so when
you nmake statenents |like things you would talk to
anybody el se about, | don't live in the sane world
you do, so | would like for you to tell ne what you

remenber, please.

A. | can't renenber specifically anything.
Q ©Ddyoutalk --

A. CGeneral conversation.

Q Ddyou talk to himabout the Conmm ssion?
A. I'msure, at sone point, we did.

Q Like what?

A. | don't renenber.

Q D dyou talk to himabout M. Derbonne?
A. | don't renenber.

Q Didyou talk to himabout M. Braxton?
A. | don't renenber.

Q Were you aware, at sone point in tinme, of

sone effort to have M. diphant wite a report

that the LSTA could then request as a public
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record?

A. Can you ask that again, please?

Q Are you aware or do you recall anything
about, at sonme point, having M. diphant put
t oget her sone sort of report that the LSTA could
then request as a public record?

A.  No.

Q You never heard anything like that?

A. 1've heard about -- I"'mtrying to recall.
| remenber hearing sonething about an issue
I nvol ving Col onel Aiphant at the tinme, but | can't
tell you where | heard it, how | heard it, or what
specifically it was in regard.

Q D d you review any drafts of any report
prepared by M. diphant?

A. In regards to what?

Q An alleged incident occurring in Decenber
of 20157

A.  No, ma'am

Q Have you ever seen an incident report
prepared by M. diphant?

A.  No, ma'am

Q If you wouldn't mnd, in front of you, do
you have Exhibit No. 24? Do you have it, sir?

A Yes, ma'am
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Q Exhibit 24 starts with an e-nail from Jay

d i phant dated June 6, 2016, to Kevin Reeves. The

subject matter is LSP Conmm ssion nmenber Calvin
Braxton, and it has Cal vin Braxton versus Trooper
Li nebaugh dot doc.
Do you see that?

A.  Yes, ma'am

Q VWhat was M. Reeves' position in June of
20167

A. | think it would have been regi on 3 major
over patrol.

Q Region 3 includes the Natchitoches area;
Is that right?

A.  Yes, nma' am

Q And you woul d have been a |i eutenant
colonel in 2016; is that right?

A. Not -- in 2016, but not on this date.

Q GCkay. Wien in 2016 did you get your
pronoti on?

A. |t would have been in August of 2016, but
| don't remenber the exact date.

Q Ckay.

A. | think it may be August 15th maybe.

Q So in June of 2016, you were the nmajor

over support services; is that right?
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A. Yes, ma'am
Q Yes?
A. Yes.
Q

And di d support services have any role
W th respect to the State Police Conm ssion or its
menber s?

A. Not specifically, no.

Q If you look at page 2 of Exhibit No. 24,

It appears to be sone sort of incident report with
the incident occurring on Decenber 5, 2015. Do you
see that part?

A, Yes.

Q Can you tell ne, sir, in your history of
being a trooper, has there ever been an occasion
where you wote a report, an initial report about
an incident six nonths after the fact?

A. | don't recall.

Q well, sir, if I go look at your training,
it'"s going to tell ne, is it not, that the initial
i ncident reports need to be conpleted as soon as
possible in tine relation to the incident
occurring, right?

A. Perhaps, yes.

Q WwWell, sir, you're not telling ne, are you,

that, for exanple, you had sone sort of traffic
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stop, and then six nonths |ater, you have a great
epi phany and just decide to wite an initial

I nci dent report about it; aml right? You don't do
that, do you?

A. I'mnot aware that | have.

Q In fact, your trainingis, sir, is it not,
for you to put together the initial reports as
close to the incident occurring so your nenory and
recollection is better, right?

A. Cenerally.

Q Isn't there a general order that relates
to when a trooper or an LSP enployee is to turn in
their initial reports?

A. 1'd have to go back over the policy manual
to see exactly how it reads.

Q But there is a general order, isn't there,
sir, about when you're supposed to turn in your
initial reports?

A.  Yes.

Q Andisn't it true that you' re supposed to
turn in your initial reports by the end of the
shift?

A.  Not necessarily.

Q Ckay. When not necessarily?

A Wll, if I were to nake sone type of
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enforcenent action, crimnal arrest, whatnot, and
It happens to be at the end of the shift, there's
no way | could get a report in before the end of
the shift.

Q According to the general order, then it
woul d be due by the end of the next shift; isn't
that correct?

A.  Not necessarily.

Q Excuse nme?

A. Not necessarily. Wenever you say "next
shift,"” it depends on when your next shift could
be.

Q Okay. Well, can you tell me then, sir, is
It perm ssible, under the general order, to wait
six nonths to file an initial report?

A. | don't know.

Q You have disciplined people, have you not,
sir, for failing to turn in their initial reports
inatinmly fashion, right?

A. | don't recall if |I've disciplined soneone
for that or not.

Q You've witten themup for it, sir, right?
| ssued counselings, issued witten counselings to
troopers that you commanded for not turning in

their initial reports in a tinely manner?
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A. | don't know that.

Q Have you ever signed off on discipline to
any trooper for failing to turn in an initial
report in a tinely manner?

A. | don't recall.

Q You worked on the roads for how nmany
years, 10, 12, 12 years?

A.  Approximately 12 years.

Q Excuse nme?

A.  Yes, approximately 12 years.

Q And in the 12 years that you worked at
Troop A, you were on the road; is that right?

A. That's correct.

Q And in those 12 years, was there ever an
occasion that you can think of where you turned in
an initial report six nonths after the incident
occurred?

A.  No.

Q Wio was your troop conmander at Troop A
when you were there for the 12 years?

A. | had several.

Q GCkay. Wo?

A. Lane Ryland, Brian Wnne.

Q Brian what?

A. Wnne.
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Spell it, please.
WY-NN-E. | had Captain Aaron Chabaud.
Spell it, please.

Capt ai n Danny Baxter.
Chabaud is spelled how, sir?

CH A-B-A-UD.

> o >» O > O

Q And are you telling nme that there was no
occasi on where either M. Wnne or M. Baxter issue
an e-mail or sonme sort of edict about you troopers
getting your reports in, in a tinely manner?

A. | don't renenber.

Q Do you renenber receiving an e-mail from
M. Baxter while you were at Troop A directed to
all troopers about you guys need to start getting

your reports in, in a tinmely nmanner?

A. | don't remenber.
Q Is it possible, sir?
MR. MAYEAUX:

hject to the form
BY MS. CRAFT:
Q You can answer it.
A. Possi bl e,
Q Al right. Page 2 of Exhibit No. 24.
This is, in nature of report, initial report by

enpl oyee, and it looks like it has a date of
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Decenber 5, 2015, a tinme, 2:47 in the norning.
Do you know if that reflects the tine that

this alleged incident supposedly occurred or what?

A I'"mnot sure.

Q Didyou ever talk to M. diphant about
any interactions he had wth Cal vin Braxton?

A.  No, ma'am

Q The nature of the incident on this report
I's Loui siana State Police Conmm ssion nenber Cal vin
Braxton. How is that a nature of an incident?

MR, MAYEAUX:
(bject to the form

BY MS. CRAFT:

Q Go ahead. You can answer it.

A. Mre like a subject line, | guess.

Q Ckay. But when you fill out these
I nci dent reports, sir, when it says "nature of the
i ncident," you're supposed to describe generally
the conduct; am|l correct?

A.  Not necessarily, no.

Q How were you trained?

A. I'msorry. Could you repeat that?

Q How were you trained to fill out these
reports, sir?

A. | don't know that | was specifically
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trained on howto fill out this particular incident
report.

Q Well, is this particular incident report a

common report formthat is used at state police?

A Yes.

Q And it's true, is it not, that you fill
out this incident report for incidents that are,
like, for exanple, DWs, right?

A. The DW would go on a uniform DW arrest
report.

Q GCkay. So what kind of reports go on this
forn?

A. These are used for various types of
reporting of incidents, sonething that's not
necessarily a crimnal arrest. It could be just a
docunent, any type -- various types of incidents.
Not hi ng specific.

Q Tell me, like what, sir?

A.  VWen you cone to docunent sonebody cl ai ned

they had a rock hit their w ndshield, doesn't neet

the definition of crash report. It would be
docunented on this. It's used for internal
reporting to docunent particular -- any incident

that could have occurred that's anything other than

crimnal arrests, crash reports, DWs, stuff |ike
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that, that's used for various applications.

Q Wereis that witten dowmn? |If | want to
find out what this formis used for at state
police, what do | need to | ook at?

A. You'd have to look at, potentially | ook at
the departnental policy to see what it says.

Q Wiich departnental policy?

A. | don't know off the top of ny head.

Q Well, isn't it your job to be responsible
for departnent policies?

A. To sone degree, yes.

Q Ckay. So what departnent policy do | need
to ask for?

A. Again, | don't know | can't tell you off
the top of ny head.

Q Well, in your tenure at state police, what
have you used this formfor?

A. To docunent various incidents |ike |
previ ously descri bed.

Q So if I go back and pull yours, |I'm going

to see one for rock in a windshield. Wat else?

A. Perhaps.

Q \What el se?

A | can't recall.

Q If you go to the next page of the docunent
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beyond t

e-mail f

dated June 7th. The subject is "Calvin Braxton."

And then it has attachnents, "Calvin Braxton

I nci dent
A
Q

docunent
A

Q

report attached?

A
Q

about this report?

A

O >» O > O

fromLaTerica. That's L-A- capital T-EERI-CGK-A

Chat man,

t he M.

June 8th. Do you know anything about this

docunent

he initial incident report, there's also an

romM. diphant to M. Reeves. This is

report 060616." Do you see that?
Yes, ma'am
Did you ever see any version of this
before --
No, ma' am

-- that I'mtal king about with incident

No, nma' am

Did you talk to anybody at headquarters

Not that | can recall.

When did you first hear about it?
| don't renenber.

How did you first hear about it?
Again, | don't renenber.

In the docunent, there's also an e-mail

dated June 7, 2016 to Jay A i phant from

Chat man. It also is to Kevin Reeves dat ed

?
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No, ma' am

Do you know what Ms. Chatman's j ob was?

> O >

No, ma'am

Q Now, at sone point in tine, you said that
you were in charge of records; is that right?

A.  No, ma'am

Q You never had any involvenent with records
at state police?

A.  Yes.

Q Ckay. \What was your involvenent? | think
you told ne you oversaw crimnal records, crimnal
| ab, fleet and supply and support services; is that
right.

A. R ght.

Q Yes or no?

A. The crimnal -- yes. The crimnal
records, its formal nane is the Bureau of Crim nal
| dentification Information. They maintain
Loui siana crimnal history, oversee the autonated
fingerprint system process expungenent orders, and
various other things dealing with crimnal records,
whi ch includes the conceal ed handgun unit, traffic
records unit, et cetera.

Q So that would include if sonebody did a

search on the Loui siana | aw enf or cenent
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tel ecommuting system right? That be woul d under
you and support services?

A.  Yes, ma'am

Q Yes?

A.  Yes.

Q Gkay. Do you have Exhibit 21 in front of
you?

A. Okay, | have it.

Q Do you know anything about this public
records request submtted by M. Braxton?

A.  No, nma'am

Q D d you know anyt hi ng about O ficer
d i phant running a background on a vehicle?

A. No, ma' am

Q You never heard anything about that?
A. (Wtness shaking head.)

Q No, sir?

A.  No.

Q D d you know anyt hi ng about any
publication by M. diphant accusing ny client of
mur der ?

A.  No, ma'am

Q D d you hear any allegations by anyone

affiliated with state police that they believed ny

client commtted nurder sone 25 years ago in
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Shreveport?

A.  No, nmm'am

Q Were you aware of another report issued by
M. diphant as it related to ny client in 20187

A. No, nma' am

Q D d you hear anything about that, sir?

A.  No.

Q Let ne see if | can get you there. You
have in front of you Exhibit 22; is that right?

A. | have it.

Q GCkay. And towards the back, there are
sone entries. One of themis an August 11, 2016,
Thursday entry. Mst of it's blacked out. Do you
see that? It's at line --

A. How far down?

Q About two-thirds. Do you see it?

A | found it.

Q It says, "I spoke with Thurman M|l er who
stated Calvin Braxton was at the LPS Comm ssion
neeting and was rather quiet. He stated Braxton
vote for 'everything' on the agenda, which is very
unusual. | later talked to [blank], who stated he
had spoken to Braxton as well. He stated Braxton
told himhe voted for things on the agenda he

ordinarily wouldn't have voted for."
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My first question is: Wo's Thernman

MIler?

A. He was a state trooper.

Q From where?

A. Region 3, sonewhere -- Alexandria,
Nat chi t oches, maybe. |'m not sure.

Q ©Ddyouat all talk to M. Braxton at any
time?

A.  No, ma'am

Q D d you hear anything about this, this
being the entry on August 11lth, where M. Braxton
voted for everything on the agenda and that being
very unusual ?

A I'mnot famliar wth any.

Q The next page in this docunent, which is

Exhibit 22, is a Facebook posting by M. diphant.

Do you see that? It's the very next page from
where you were, sir. It's got handwiting on it.

A. | see it.

Q At the top, it says, "Posted after getting

a call fromDoss." Wo's Doss?
A. | don't know
Q You don't know who T.J. Doss is?
A. | know who T.J. Doss is.
Q W is T.J. Doss?
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He's a state trooper.
And where does he work?
He wor ks out of the Shreveport area.

Where was he working in 2018?

> O > O >

| don't recall.

Q You said at the beginning of your
deposition you had, quote, heard things and things
had been posted on blogs. Do you recall ever
seeing this Facebook posting by M. diphant, which
he there's a handwitten date on the top of April
3, 2018, evening?

A. No, ma'am |'ve never seen it.

Q You' ve never seen this docunent before,

sir?
A.  No, nmm'am
Q O any version of this docunent, sir?
A. Not that |I'maware of.

Q Were you aware of sone allegation by
M. diphant that ny client sonehow tried to
intimdate and retaliate agai nst hinf

A. Ask that question again, please.

Q Were you aware of any allegation that ny
client tried to intimdate or retaliate agai nst
M. diphant in any fashion?

A No, ma' am
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Q You never heard anything about that?

A. Not that | recall.

Q In 2018, your position was what with state
police, sir?

A.  \What year?

Q 2018.

A. Lieutenant col onel.

Q And you reported to whonf

A. | report to our chief of staff and the
superi nt endent col onel .

Q Nanes, please?

A.  That would have been -- chief of staff was
M ke Noel, and the col onel was Kevin Reeves.

Q And M. Reeves is still the colonel; is
that correct?

A.  Yes, ma'am

Q Did you ever have any conversations with
M. Reeves about Cal vin Braxton?

A.  No, ma'am
How about with M ke Noel ?
No, nm'am

How about with M. diphant?

> O > O

No, nmm' am
Q D d you have any conversations with

M. Young about M. diphant and any concerns he
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may have had?

A.
Q

Not that | recall.

Did you have any conversations with

M. Slaton, S-L-A-T-O-N, about Cal vin Braxton or
M. diphant?

A.
Q
A.
Q

of an

Not that | recall.
O Charl ey Dupuy?
Not that | can recall.

Did you know anyt hi ng about the issuance

I nci dent report, a second incident report

accusi ng Cal vin Braxton of having sonebody foll ow

M. diphant?

' m not aware of that.

Have you ever seen any such docunents,

No, ma' am

Did you ever talk to M. Reeves about

No, ma' am

When is the last tinme you talked to

M. diphant?

A

Q
A
Q

It woul d have been | ast week at work.
About ?
Hurricane Sal ly.

Did you talk to himabout your deposition?
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A.  No, nma'am

Q Have you ever tal ked to hi mabout your
deposition or any depositions that have been taken
or the fact they' ve been taken?

A.  No, nma'am

Q Can you |l ook at Exhibit 20, please, sir?

On the first page of Exhibit 20, it starts

with a forwarded nessage froma Sherry Janeson,
J-A-ME-S-ON, March 2, 2018. Wo is Sherry

Janmeson?
A. | don't know.
Q Huh?
A. | don't know.

Q At the top of that page, it's from Jay
d i phant dated March 2, 2018, at 3:03 p.m to David
St aton, Kevin Reeves, and M ke Noel, incident
report attached. Have you ever seen that e-nmil,
sir, or the attachnent?

A.  No, ma'am

Q And in 2018, you were the |ieutenant
colonel; is that right?

A. That's correct.

Q And you reported to M. Reeves and
M. Noel ?

A. Correct.
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Q Dd M. diphant have any reporting
structure through you in the chain of command?

A No, ma'am

Q How often did you have command st aff
neetings in 2018?

A. Cenerally, we did themweekly. Once a
week, once every two weeks.

Q And are you telling ne that in none of
t hose neetings in 2018, 2019, or even 2020, Calvin
Braxt on was never nentioned?

MR, MAYEAUX:
(bject to the form
BY MS. CRAFT:

Q You can answer it.

A. | don't recall.

Q And are you telling nme, in any of those
meetings in 2018, 2019, and 2020 that M. Qi phant
and sone issues he may or may not have with Cal vin
Braxt on was never nentioned?

A. | haven't had conversations with
M. diphant about that.

Q Now, you told ne the incident report form
Is not sed for docunenting potential crines; is
that true?

MR, MAYEAUX:
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(bject to the form
MS. CRAFT:
You can answer it.
MR, MAYEAUX:
[ I naudi bl e. ]
THE W TNESS:
Can you ask ne that one nore tine,
pl ease?
M5. CRAFT:
kay. And, M. Mayeaux, we can't
hear you when you're maki ng your
obj ecti ons.
MR MAYEAUX:
kay. 1'll speak up.
MS. CRAFT:
G eat .
BY M5. CRAFT:

Q M. Starnes, ny question was: You told us
early on about the incident report. You said it
was not used to docunent potential crines. You
said, and | quote, There are other forns for that.

s that true?
MR, MAYEAUX:
(bject to the form
BY MS. CRAFT:

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com




© 00 N oo 0o B~ W DN PP

N D N NDDNMNMNDNN P P P PP P PR
a b~ W N b O © 00 N O O B~ W N - O

JASON STARNES 09/21/2020
Page 62

Q You can answer that.

A. That's not necessarily the case. | think
the incident report formis a versatile tool that's
used for a variety of reasons to docunent other
things that nay not be specific to an arrest.

Q Gkay. And then when |I asked you where the
policy is, you said you weren't sure. So are you
sure now?

A. No. |I'msure that -- | don't know what
specific policy in which it would be covered, but
if it is, it wwuld be sonewhere in the nmanual .

Q Ckay. So this is all a guess on your
part, right? You don't know whether there's even a
policy as it relates to the incident report form
Is that right?

A. As | previously stated, that | would have
to | ook at the policy manual to see what parts and
how it read to determne if there's any
applicability to the question that you're asking.

Q Ckay. Wwell, that kind of begs the
gquestion for nme. | thought you told ne you thought
there was a policy, but you didn't know what policy
said. Are you telling nme now you don't know
whet her or not there's even a policy as it relates

to the use of the incident report fornf
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A. | know the incident report formis
referred to in the policy, but, again, | would have
to go back, specifically read to answer the
guestion as specifically as what you're asking ne.

Q OCkay. So there is at least a policy that
refers to the use of the incident report form is
that right?

A. | said report forns are referred to within
the policy, but, again, | can't answer your
question any nore specifically, not w thout
actually going and researching to see what it says.

Q On Exhibit 20, the second page of it is an
Incident report. Again, it's initial report by
enpl oyee. He's got a date of February 21, 2018, at
3:25 in the norning. Do you see that?

A.  Yes, ma' am

Q | do have that right, right; 0325 hours is
3:25 in the norning?

A. Correct.

Q GCay. And this is to Lieutenant Col onel
Staton from Major Jay Aiphant. |Is that right?

A.  Yes, ma'am

Q Lieutenant Colonel Staton is on command
staff; is that right?

A. At the tine, he was.
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Q GCkay. And was Major diphant on conmand
staff in 20187

A. He was a major at the tine.
Col onel Staton was the deputy superintendent over
the patrol at that tine.

Q GCkay. So was Major diphant part of those
weekly neetings of command staff you told us about?

A.  No, nma'am

Q But Lieutenant Col onel Staton was;
right?

A.  Yes.

Q Ckay. This has nature of the incident,

Li eut enant

i s that

public intimdation by Calvin Braxton,

sl ash,

of ficer safety concern.

s it your sworn

testinmony, sir, that this incident or the contents

of this February 21, 2018, dated incident report

was never discussed in any conmand staff neeting?
A
Q Sir,

headquarters has a trooper accused a nenber of the

don't recall.

how many tinmes since you' ve been at

community of public intimdation?
A. | don't know
Q Wuldit be fair to say that's a fairly
rare situation?

A. Perhaps.
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Q Well, how about you? Have you ever filed
an incident report of public intimdation/officer
safety concern agai nst anybody el se?

A. | have docunented public intimdation wth
arrestees in the past.

Q Right. And that would be in an arrest
report, right?

A. Because it was a crimnal arrest that was
made, and that was in the course of naking the
arrest.

Q In this particular docunent, it |ooks Iike
it's dated March 2, 2018. Do you recognize that as

M. diphant's signature?

A.  No.
Q Now --
A I'mnot famliar with his signature.

Q Now, is there a difference between an
I ncident report and an arrest report in terns of
whet her one is a public record or not?

A. | don't know the answer to that question.

Q Ckay. On the second page of this
docunent, the first paragraph, it says, "To
sonmewhat confirm soneone i s watching ny client/our
every nove has caused great concern for ny safety

and the safety of nmy famly. | have no idea what
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Calvin Braxton's intentions are, and |I'm not sure
what he is capable of specific to harmng ne or ny
famly. \What's even nore concerning to ne is the
nmysterious and untinely death of a wonman naned
Lydi a Rachal, whom Cal vin Braxton was all egedly
dating at the tine of her death several years ago.
Rachel's death, ultimately rul ed a suicide,
occurred in a hotel located in the
Shreveport/Bossier City area. The fact that Calvin
Braxton's nane was cl osely connected to this wonan
at the tinme of her death is enough reasonabl e
suspicion for ne to be concerned for ny safety and
the safety of ny famly. It would be ny suggestion
that Louisiana State Police review the case file
regarding the death of Lydia Rachal to determ ne
t he actual manner of death and/or determne if
there was any possibility of foul play.
Additionally, I'mrequesting that Louisiana State
Pol i ce conduct a personal threat assessnent
regarding the capabilities of Calvin Braxton,
Gregory Friedman, and Aaron Friedman to potentially
harmme or ny famly."
Do you see that, sir?
A No. | follow, but I couldn't find it in

her e.
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Q Second page of the report.
A It's in Exhibit 20?
Q First full paragraph. You're on Exhibit
20, right?
A.  Yes, nma' am
Q Ckay. First of all, do you know anyt hi ng
about the suicide of Lydia Rachal ?
A.  No, nma' am
Q Have you ever heard anything about it
bef ore?
A.  No, ma' am
Q If the suicide occurred in Shreveport, was
I nvestigated and cl osed in Shreveport, what
jurisdiction would the state police have over a
25-year-ol d suicide?
MR,  MAYEAUX:
(bject to the form
BY M5. CRAFT:
Q Subject to it, you can answer, sir.

A. | guess if there was information, that
cone cases can be reopened. They have in the past.
Q GCkay. Wwell, let me ask you sonet hing,
sir. In this particular section of the report, is

there anything in this section that provides any

i nformation for the purposes of reopening a
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25-year-ol d suicide?
MR, MAYEAUX:
hject to the form
BY M5. CRAFT:

Q You can answer.

A.  I'"mnot sure.

Q Do you see anything in here, sir, as a
trained police officer that, in your opinion, would
allow there to be a reopening of a 25-year-old
sui ci de?

A I'"mnot sure.

Q Sir, do you even know who G egory Friedman
or Aaron Friedman?

A.  No.

Q Do you know if they had sonething to do
with the suicide by Ms. Rachal ?

A. | don't know.

Q Can you tell nme, in your state police
training, are you guys trained to act on runor and
specul ation or facts?

A. Can you ask ne that one nore tine?

Q In your state police training, are you
trained to act on runor and specul ation or act on
facts?

A. | think the answer to that is what do you
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consi der acting on sonethi ng?

Q Ckay. Well, in this case, sir, apparently
M. diphant was calling for the state police to
reopen a 25-year-old suicide. Do you see that?

A.  Yes, nma' am

Q Wuldn't you expect M. diphant to have
sone facts before he asked the state police to
reopen a 25-year-old suicide, especially in his
position of being a major?

MR, MAYEAUX:
(bject to the form
BY M5, CRAFT:

Q Subject toit.

A Well, | don't -- | can't speculate as to
what Col onel A iphant knew, didn't know, how it was
stated, or if there's other information. [|'m not
famliar, and I don't know.

Q One of your colleagues testified in his
deposition that, when you fill out an incident
report, you're supposed to only put the facts.
Does that sound right, sir?

MR, MAYEAUX:
hject to the form
BY M5. CRAFT:

Q You can answer it.

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com




© 00 N oo 0o B~ W DN PP

N D N NDDNMNMNDNN P P P PP P PR
a b~ W N b O © 00 N O O B~ W N - O

JASON STARNES 09/21/2020
Page 70

A. | think the facts as stated, but the
opportunity to provide, | guess, whether it's an
officer's opinion or insight based on what those
facts are.

Q Ckay. But you would agree with ne, would
you not, that the officer, at the end of the day,
Is to docunent facts. |If they have an opinion
based on the facts presented, they're still
docunenting facts initially; isn't that right?

A. | would agree with that.

Q So if sonebody's reading this, for
exanple, you would agree with nme that, according to
Maj or A iphant, one of the top four ranks in state
police is, in fact, accusing ny client of being
i nvolved in sone sort of nurder?

MR,  MAYEAUX:
(bject to the form
BY M5. CRAFT:

Q That's a fact, right, sir?

A. | don't see where there was any
accusations witten here as I'mreviewing. O
course, |'ve never seen this before, so I'mtrying
to go through it as we're tal king.

Q So can you tell ne why the Louisiana State

Pol i ce woul d have reopened an investigation in a
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25-year-ol d suicide based on this from Myj or

d i phant ?
MR, MAYEAUX:
(bject to the form
BY M5. CRAFT:

Q You can answer it, sir.

A. | don't know

Q But you do know and did hear that state
pol i ce reopened the investigation of the suicide of
Ms. Rachel, didn't you?

MR, FALCON:
(bject to the form
BY MS. CRAFT:

Q You can answer it.

A. I'mnot aware of that.

Q How about a threat assessnent? Wat's
t hat ?

A. | think it's just an assessnent based on
information to determne if there is a viable
threat, you know, for concerns.

Q Is athreat assessnent a termof art for
state police?

A. Atermof what?

Q Art. It has a specific neaning for state

pol i ce?
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A. | don't know that it has a specific
nmeani ng for state police.

Q Have you ever heard of a threat assessnent
before, sir?

A Yes.

Q GCkay. In what context have you heard of a
t hreat assessnent before?

A. We do threat assessnent eval uations for
any kind of high-profile event. Various -- you
know, for security concerns, security neasure
assessnents. That's commonly done.

Q Ckay. On what basis does state police
conduct a threat assessnent?

A. Wat do you nean on what basis?

Q | nean, for exanple, you don't get to walk
I nto headquarters tonorrow and say, "Hey, | want
you to do a threat assessnent on Jill Craft,"”

right? You have to have a factual basis in order
for state police to even undertake that obligation;
am|l right?
MR, MAYEAUX:
bject to the form
BY MS. CRAFT:
Q You can answer it.

A. Well, | think a determnation to do an
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assessnment woul d be based on an eval uati on of

i nformati on bei ng provided.
Q Information as fact; is that what you

sai d?
A.  As whatever information is being provided.
Q And that --

A. It would have to cone | ater.

Q Ckay. So can you tell nme why state police

conducted a threat assessnent on Cal vin Braxton?
MR MAYEAUX:
(bject to the form
BY M5, CRAFT:
Q You can answer it.
| don't know. | don't know that they did.

Excuse ne?

> O >

| "' m not aware that they did.

Q Howis it that you're not aware that they
didif you are telling nme you didn't even know
anyt hing about this report or M. diphant or any
concerns he had wwth M. Braxton? Howis it that
you know one way or the other?

MR MAYEAUX:
hject to the form
BY M5. CRAFT:

Q You can answer it.
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A. | don't know if an assessnent was done or
not . "' mnot aware of that.
Q Gkay. |If an assessnment was done, can you

tell me under what circunstances in conjunction
with your affiliation wwth state police an
assessnent woul d have been done on a private

i ndi vi dual ?

A. | guess it would have been based on the
i nformati on being provided for that determ nation
to be nade.

Q GCkay. And so the threat assessnent
itself, it's conducted how?

A. Cenerally, it would be sonebody from an
I nvestigative perspective. | don't know exactly
what all would be involved in doing a threat
assessnment on an individual .

Q But you woul d expect there would have been
comruni cation, right, of sonme kind of information
to the person or persons conducting the threat
assessnment, correct?

A Yes.

Q And so in this case, can you tell nme, from
M. diphant to state police headquarters to
whoever did the threat assessnent, to how many

people was this information contained in this
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docunent communi cat ed about Cal vin Braxton?
MR, MAYEAUX:
hject to the form
BY M5. CRAFT:
Q If you know?
A. | have no clue. | don't know. | have no

| dea.

Q On Page 2 of the docunent, M. diphant
wites, "I was so concerned that | contacted the
Loui siana State Police/ Troop E and requested that

t hey make frequent security checks around ny

resi dence. |'ve al so advised LSP/E to contact the

Nat chi t oches Parish Sheriff's Ofice to conduct the

security checks as well." Do you see that part?
A.  Yes, ma' am

Who was over the Troop E area in 2018?

Wait, say it again.

Who was over Troop E?

VWho was over Troop E?

Yes.

At this tinme, maybe [inaudi bl e].

VWho?

Captain Smth.

To whom did Captain Smth report?

> o >0 > O > O > O

Maj or A i phant.
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Q So does it seemodd to you, sir, that
Maj or A iphant, who's over Troop E -- it's in his
region -- is saying that he contacted Troop E and

requested they make frequent security checks around
hi s residence?

A. That doesn't necessarily sound odd.

Q Have you ever requested that sonebody nake

security checks around your residence?

A.  Yes.
Q \Wen?
A. | was constructing a new hone, and tw ce

It was burglarized for electric wwre within a
week's period of tinme, and so | did nake a request
for sone increased patrols through the area where
t he house was being built because they were
stealing the wire out of the house.

Q State police help or local |aw
enf or cenent ?

A. Both.

Q Ckay. And, sir, in this case, if
M. Smith was over Troop E, this directive that's
reflected in this report would have conme fromhis
commandi ng officer, M. diphant, correct?

A Yes.

Q And --
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A. So you're saying -- yeah. The request was
made from M. Oiphant to | guess it was Captain
Smth at that tine.

Q His subordinate, right?

A Yes.

Q And then do you know who M. Qi phant
advi sed at state police Troop E to make cont act
Wi th the Natchitoches Parish Sheriff's Ofice?

A. No, | don't know.

Q You indicated that you' ve spoken to
M. diphant, you said, within the [ast week. Wat
Is his current position at state police?

A. Lieutenant col onel and deputy
superi ntendent over patrol.

Q So he got a pronotion since 2018; is that
right?

A. Correct.

Q He went fromthe regi on commander over
Region 3; is that right?

A.  Yes, nma' am
Do what ?

Yes, that's correct.
And when did he get that pronotion?

| don't recall the date of his pronotion.

o >» O > O

How about what year?
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A. | don't renenber when he was pronot ed.

Q Has it been within this |ast year, 2020,
or was it in 20197

A. It was before 2020.

Q And who was responsible for pronoting him
to lieutenant col onel over uniformpatrol?

MR, MAYEAUX:
(bject to the form

BY MS. CRAFT:

Q Go ahead. You can answer it.

A.  That woul d have been Col onel Kevin Reeves.

Q And did you have input in that decision to
pronote M. Odiphant to |ieutenant col onel?

A. Not that | recall.

Q It wasn't the subject of sonme command
staff neetings?

A. | don't know.

Q Is M. diphant at the sane rank and | evel
as you now?

A.  Yes, nma' am

Q And is he also stationed at headquarters?

A. Yes. He has a state-w de command, but
yes. He has an office here in Baton Rouge.

Q And he actually goes to his office in

Bat on Rouge five days a week, doesn't he?
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A. | don't know what his schedule is. |
don't see himevery day.
Q Gkay. Do you know if he's got an office
sonmewhere el se, sir?
A.  No.
Q And does he participate in the weekly
command staff neetings that y'all have with
M. Reeves?
A.  Yes, ma'am
Q And are you telling nme that at no tine
during any of those weekly command neetings Cal vin
Braxton's nanme was ever nentioned?
MR MAYEAUX:
(bject to the form Asked and
answer ed.
Answer it again.
THE W TNESS:
Not that | can recall.
BY M5. CRAFT:
Q And M. diphant's never nade any comments
to you about Cal vin Braxton?
A.  No, ma'am
Q So then are we to assune that M. di phant
is no |longer scared of Calvin Braxton?

VR, FALCON:
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(bject to the form
BY M5, CRAFT:

Q You can answer it.

A. | can't speculate as to that.

Q Excuse nme?

A. | can't speculate to answering that
question. | don't know.

Q Well, do you know if, in his capacity of
| i eutenant colonel, M. diphant has continued to
request of subordinate officers that they perform
or have perforned additional security checks for
hi nf

MR, FALCON:
(bject to the form
THE W TNESS:
| don't know. |'m not aware of
t hat .
BY M5. CRAFT:

Q Sir, did you know anyt hi ng about |iquor
bei ng served at one of the training facilities?

A Yes.

Q Wat do you know about that?

A. Liquor was served after hours at the
training facility for different classes or other

t hi ngs that were going on.
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Q Well, you guys actually had a
fully-functioning bar, didn't you?

A.  \Wen you said we had, who's we?
State police had --
| f the departnent --

-- a fully functioning bar?

> O >» O

Yeah, it's a --

MR, MAYEAUX:
Let her finish her question.
Go ahead, Jill.

MS. CRAFT:
| am

BY MS. CRAFT:

Q Sir, state police had a functioning bar on
its training facility premses; did it not?

A. Yes, as part of the state's facility.

Q And how long did the state police have a
functioning bar on its prem ses at the training
facility?

A. | don't know how long. | believe since it
was constructed. The facility built with those --
with that area and that recreational roomwhen it
was originally constructed.

Q And so when it was first operated, there

was a full-tinme or there was a bartender there; is
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that right? O a couple of then?

A.  No.

Q Excuse nme?

A. I'mnot aware of that.

Q Did you ever have a drink at that bar?

A.  Yes.

Q And how was it served to you?

A, Sonetinmes | served nyself.

Q GCkay. And --

A. O sonebody else in the group would
vol unt eer.

Q Ckay. Was there an enpl oyee that actual
tended bar or sonebody who worked as a bartender
t here?

A. No. W were all enployees. It was
departnmental people that were there using the
facility.

Q Sir, at sonme point in tine, you becane
aware of a conplaint being filed about that too,
right?

A. To what extent?

Q To any extent, sir. [|I'mnot qualifying.
| said "a conplaint.”

A. A conplaint in regards to what?

Q The operation of the bar.

l'y
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A

recal |,

Yeah, | think there was sonething. |If |

maybe sonebody said sonething to the State

Pol i ce Comm ssion about that.

Q
A

Was that M. Braxton too?

But | don't recall -- I'mnot aware. I

don't know.

Q Are you married, sir?

A Yes.

Q And what does your wife do for a |iving?

A.  She worked for the State.

Q She worked for the State where, sir?

A. Ofice of Mtor Vehicles.

Q Has she always worked at the Ofice of
Mot or Vehi cl es?

A.  No.

Q \Were did she work before?

A. She worked for a bank at one point.

Q \Where has she worked for with the State,
and how | ong has she been with the O fice of Mtor
Vehi cl es?

MR, MAYEAUX:

bject to the form
THE W TNESS:
| think she started in 2002.

BY Ms. CRAFT:

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com




© 00 N oo 0o B~ W DN PP

N D N NDDNMNMNDNN P P P PP P PR
a b~ W N b O © 00 N O O B~ W N - O

JASON STARNES 09/21/2020
Page 84

Q And what does she do for Ofice of Mbdtor
Vehi cl es?

A. She's a headquarters adm ni strator.

Q She's what?

A. She's a headquarters adm ni strator, notor
vehi cl e adm ni strator.

Q Sir, with respect to the al cohol conplaint
or the conplaint regarding the bar, | am correct
that the operations of that bar changed after the
conpl aint was made; is that right?

A. I'mnot aware of that.

Q well, did you know that LSTA was buyi ng
the liquor that was being served on public
property?

A. |'msure they may have at sone point.

Q And did you know that the col onel, then
Col onel Ednobnson, was putting in orders for
specific types of liquor to LSTA to supply the
al cohol to that bar facility at the training
center?

MR, MAYEAUX:
bject to the form
BY MS. CRAFT:
Q You can answer it.

A. |''m not aware of that.
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Q \Wien you were on the Board for the LSTA,
was the bar being operated at the training
facility?

A.  Qperated by whon?

Q Anybody.

A Well, it was utilized.

Q D d you guys pay for your drinks?

A. No. W either -- it was furnished by the
people that were utilizing it or there nmay have
been situations where the LSTA did, as a sponsor
menber benefit, provide food and/ or beverages.

Q So who could go to this bar?

A. The people that were utilizing the
training facility.

Q So it wasn't open to the public?

A.  No.

Q So howis it that M. Braxton had drinks
at that bar?

A. | don't know.

Q Were there ever private individuals at
t hat bar when you were there?

A.  Yes.

Q Like who?

A. |t could have been sonebody like M. -- as
you say, M. Braxton -- that was invited if there
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was sone type of a social event going on. W've
had people from other police agencies fromout of
state that have cone and stayed at the facility to
do training classes and neeti ngs.

Q \What about folks that weren't there for
that, that were brought in, invited?

A. It would have been ot her business
associ ates that we work w th.

Q Have you ever invited people to cone have
a drink with you at that bar?

A.  No.

Q Have there been any politicians having
drinks at that bar?

A. | don't recall.

Q Have you seen a politician having drinks
at that bar?

A. | don't recall.

MS. CRAFT:
Al right. |If we can take about a

ten-mnute break, let ne get ny notes

together, and we'll see where we're at.
MR, OXENHANDLER
Al right.
M5. CRAFT:

Of the record at 10: 43.

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com




© 00 N oo 0o B~ W DN PP

N D N NDDNMNMNDNN P P P PP P PR
a b~ W N b O © 00 N O O B~ W N - O

JASON STARNES 09/21/2020
Page 87

(Of the record.)
BY M5, CRAFT:

Q M. Starnes, did | understand your |awers
correctly earlier that the reason M. Reeves can't
give his deposition today is because a trooper
died; is that true?

A. You're asking ne?

Q Yes. |Is that true?

A. | don't know that the -- | know a trooper
has been involved in an accident, but | have no
details of it.

Q You knowit's Oficer Hollingsworth, don't
you, the one involved in the accident?

A. That's what | heard, but |I don't know
anyt hi ng ot her than that.

Q He was just interviewed about a week ago.
He drove into a tree this norning. You know that,
right?

A.  You know nore than | do, then.,

Q He's the one that's accused of beating
M. Geene to death in Union Parish, that guy?

A. | don't know that he's been accused of
t hat .

Q So, sir, when the | awers nade the

statenent earlier that M. Reeves can't cone today
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because a trooper has died, you know that to be a
fal se statenent; am | right?
MR, MAYEAUX:
(bject to the form
MR, FALCON:

Jill, that was ne, and |
understood that he was dead. As it
turns out, he's just in critical
condi ti on.

M5. CRAFT:
Right. He drove into a tree.

MR, MAYEAUX:
Nobody - -
MS. CRAFT:

He's not in any kind of critical
condi tion.

BY M5. CRAFT:

Q So, M. Starnes, can you tell ne why
Col onel Reeves is not showing up for his
deposi tion?

A. No, | can't.

Q And didn't you see M. Reeves this
nor ni ng?

A. No, ma'am | have not.

Q Now, sir, were you also the subject of
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sone sort of conplaints by Louisiana State
Comm ssioners and the fornmer executive director
about you staying at the barracks free?

A. Not that |I'maware of.

Q Didyou stay at the barracks, sir?

A. | used the facilities at the training
acadeny.

Q Did you use that when you were separated
fromyour wfe?

MR, MAYEAUX:
(bject to the form
BY M5, CRAFT:

Q You can answer it.

A. | used it -- there was a roomthat was
assigned | used essentially as a | ocker room

Q But did you sleep there, sir?

A. For a period of tine,

Q D dyou sleep there, sir?

A. On a couple of nights, | did.

Q And you were aware that that behavior by
you was bei ng questioned anong the State Police
Comm ssion, right, the use of the barracks for
personal reasons, right?

MR, FALCON:

bj ection to form
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THE W TNESS:
No, |I'm not aware of that.
BY M5. CRAFT:

Q Are you aware of a private investigator
followng M. Braxton around?

A.  No, ma'am

Q D d you have any conversations with
M. Dupuy at any tinme where it was nenti oned about
hiring a private investigator to foll ow
M. Braxton?

A. Not that | recall.

Q WwWell, it would seemto ne that woul d be
sonet hing you would recall, right, sir? Because
that seens a |little unusual.

MR, MAYEAUX:
hject to the form
THE W TNESS:
| don't recall having a
conversation with hi mabout that.
BY M5. CRAFT:

Q Ckay. D d you ever hear M. Dupuy say
anyt hing about that, sir?

A. Not that | can recall.

Q And did you hear anybody nmake any comments

about the state police going after Calvin Braxton?
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A

guestion. No, nma'am

Q Never heard that?

A. Not that | recall. Not that | can recall.

Q How about from Rodney Hyatt?

A.  No.

Q Wre you aware of M. T.J. Doss being
assigned to headquarters at sonme point in tinme?

A.  Yes.

Q And wasn't he assigned to headquarters to
nmonitor the activities of Executive D rector Cathy
Der bonne?

A. Not -- to ny recollection, that was not

his assignnment. He --
Q
A.
Pol i ce Conm ssi on.
Q
was at
was com ng from where she was going to, right?
A

Hear statenents from whon?
Anybody, sir.

About goi ng after Cal vin Braxton?
You heard ny question?

|"mtrying to make sure | understand your

But he did --

-- served as the chairnman over the State

But you were aware, were you not, that he

| east nonitoring her activities, where she

|''m not aware of that.
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Q How did he conme to get assigned to
headquarters?

A. Because he was working as the chair in his
capacity as the elected nenber fromthe active
wor ki ng troopers, serve on that conm ssion.

Q Right, sir. But how did he cone to get
assigned to headquarters?

A. | don't know.

Q And what was he doing at headquarters on
hi s assi gnnent ?

A. | don't know that either.

Q Well, what did you see hi mdoing at
headquarters?

A. | don't recall. He wasn't working for ne.

Q Who was he working for?

A. | don't recall.

Q Wien was the last tine you talked to
M. Doss?

A. | talked to himnmybe two weeks ago.

Q About?

A. Being called in reference to a training
assi gnnment that was going on at one of the casinos
I n Shreveport area that needed an agreenent signed
and who woul d be the appropriate person at the

agency to sign that and where to route it.
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Q Sir, it is your sworn testinony you never
heard anyt hing about a private investigator
foll ow ng Cal vin Braxton?

A. | don't recall.

Q Let nme see if | get this straight. And,
again, is it your testinony that that never
happened or that you just don't renenber it ever
happeni ng?

A. I"'mnot aware of that.

Q GCkay. And you never heard anythi ng about
that; am | correct?

A. Not that | can recall.

Q Can you tell nme what the tal k was anong
the troopers as it related to Calvin Braxton's
potential vote on the state police raise?

A. On the state police raise?

Q Yes.

A. You're referring to approval of the pay
pl an?

Q I'"mjust asking the question about the
raise, sir. I'mnot qualifying it.

A. | don't recall any discussion about --

ot her than seeki ng approval to have the Conm ssion
approve the pay plan.

Q And do you recall there being a discussion
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about M. Braxton's vote in particular?

A. No, ma'am | don't recall that.

Q D d you ever neet with the forner
executive director, Cathy Derbonne?

A. Yes, |'ve net with her.

Q \Wen?

A. Over nunerous tines and throughout her --
whil e she held a position as the executive
di rector.

Q Wre you aware of any nove or attenpt to
have her resign?

A. | recall there being sone issues within
her job as the comm ssion.

Q Like what?

A. There was, | think, an issue where she
provi ded sone testinony at a |egislative hearing,
but | don't recall the specifics or the details.

Q Sir, you sat in a neeting with her about
the testinony as it related to the budget; don't
you renmenber that, their testinony at the

| egi sl ature?

A. | sat in a neeting wwth her?

Q Yes, sir.

A. Ckay. | don't renenber that, but --
Q And so what was the issue with her
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testinony at the |legislature? Wre you --

AL Mam | don't --

Q -- accusing her of being -- of testifying
fal sely or what?

A. | don't recall the details.

Q Wat do you renenber, if anything, about
it?

A.  Not very nuch, because | wasn't involved
wi th any of that.

Q GCkay. Well, | hear you say "not very
much."” |'masking you to tell nme what it is you do
remenber.

A. And | explained to you, | renenber hearing

sonet hi ng about an issue with testinony being
provided to the legislature at a budget hearing.

Q Hearing from whon?

A. | don't renenber.

Q Hearing what?

A.  Sone issue with noney being provided by
her to the legislative commttee.

Q And what position did you hold at state
police at that tine?

A. | don't renenber the date when this
happened, but | was probably a najor at the tinme or

a captain.
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Q Were you present when Cathy testified
before the | egislature?

A. | don't renenber.

Q You were over budget, weren't you?

A. Yes, but I"'mnot famliar with the State
Pol i ce Conm ssion's budget.

Q GCkay. Was there sone discussion about how

Cal vin Braxton was going to vote on the proposed

pay plan?
A. On the proposed what? Pay plan?
Q Yes.

A.  Yeah, the video was cutting out.
No, | don't recall any discussion about
his particular vote.
Q Sir, when was the last tine you talked to
Charl ey Dupuy?
A. Yesterday norning. | saw himat the
grocery store.

Q Yesterday being a Sunday?

A, Yes.
Q And are you and M. Dupuy friends?
A.  Yes.

Q D dyoutalk to himat all about him
gi ving his deposition?

A. | knew that he was com ng to give one, and

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com




© 00 N oo 0o B~ W DN PP

N D N NDDNMNMNDNN P P P PP P PR
a b~ W N b O © 00 N O O B~ W N - O

JASON STARNES 09/21/2020
Page 97

| actually saw himone day before he canme up here
for a neeting.
Q Wat was he neeting at headquarters for?
A. | think he was neeting to discuss the
deposi tion.
Q Wth who?
A. Wth, | guess, the state's attorney.
Q \Wiich state's attorney?
A. M. Mayeaux.
Q And when was that?
A. | don't know. Weks ago.
Q Ckay. What does M. Dupuy do for a living
now, sir?

A. He works for a private industry trucking

conpany.

Q Wiat private industry trucking conpany?

A. | don't knowif | can get the nanme exactly
right. | think it's RC, RLC Trucking, sonething
l'i ke that.

Q And what do they do?

A. They own a trucking conpany.

Q GCkay. Sir, what trucking do they do?

A. | don't know. | don't work for the
conpany. | don't know exactly.

Q M. Dupuy didn't tell you anything about
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what he does for a living, sir?

A. Yes. He works as a safety consultant for
the trucking conpany. Safety director. | don't
know exactly what his title is.

Q And did he tell you where he works?

A. Yes. At RC, RLC Trucking.

Q I'msorry. Physically where he works,

A. He works -- he's all over the place. He
has a conpany vehicle, and he travels. He works by
phone or conputer.

Q Ckay. Wiat interaction does he have with
state police?

A. None that |I'm aware of.

Q O Departnent of Public Safety?

A. None. He's in private industry.

Q You tal ked to himon yesterday norning.
You said you saw himat state police headquarters
neeting with M. Myeaux about his deposition.

Bef ore yesterday norning, when was the |last tine
you tal ked to hinf

A. Either probably |ast Thursday or Friday.

Q And what did you talk to himabout?

A. | don't knowif | can recall specifically.

Q

Okay. Well, give it your best shot, sir.
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Tell me what you do renenber

A. W probably tal ked about LSU football gane
com ng up. My have tal ked about playing golf.
Just general conversation.

Q Do you live near M. Dupuy, or did you
call himon his cell phone?

A. W live near each other.

Q Ckay. Were does he live? Let's try it
t hat way.

A, He lives inthe Cty of Central.

Q \Were, sir?

A. In a house. | don't know what his address
IS He lives in a neighborhood off of Lovett Road.

Q A nei ghborhood off of what?

A. Lovett Road.

Q Gkay. You' ve been to his house, right?

A.  Yes, | have.

Q Gkay. How far is his house fromyours?

A. Three or four mnutes. Couple mles.

Q Wat nei ghbor hood?

A. Mne or his?

Q His.

A. Village at Mgnolia Square.

Q VWat is it?

A. Village at Mgnolia Square.
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Q Wien was the last tine you' ve been to his
house, sir?
A I'mtrying to think. | think it was not

t his weekend, the weekend before.

Q \Wy?

A. Maybe two weeks ago.

Q Wy?

A.  Gill hanburgers.

Q Do you have M. Dupuy's cell phone nunber,
sir?

A. | do.

Q Wat is it?

A. 1'll have to get it off my phone.
(225) 938- 3349.

Q Do you have his address on your cell
phone, sir?

A. No, | do not.

Q Do you have his enpl oyer phone nunber on

your cell phone, sir?

A. Do | have his what?

Q  Enpl oyer nunber.

A. H's work phone nunber?

Q Yeah.

A. No. That's the only nunber that | have
for him
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Q Have you been to his place of business?
A.  No, | have not.

Q Wen you saw hima couple of weeks ago

neeting wth M. Myeaux about his deposition, were

you present during that neeting?

A.  No, | was not.

Q And do you know what M. Myeaux and
M. Dupuy discussed?

A. No, | do not.

Q You saw himat state police headquarters;
Is that right?

A, Yes, nma'am

Q And where were they neeting?

A. M assunption is they were neeting here i
the office of |legal affairs.

Q GCkay. Wiy is that your assunption? Did
you not see himthere or what?

A Wll, no, I saw himin the building, but
didn't see himin this office.

Q GCkay. Didyoutalk to himafter he got
done with his interviewwth M. Myeaux?

A. Yeah. | think we chatted for a mnute
after that.

Q \Wiat did he tell you?

A. | don't recall.

n
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Q Have you talked to himabout his neeting
with M. Myeaux?

A. Yeah. He told ne that he had his neeting.

Q And did you guys talk at all about
M. Braxton or his lawsuit?

A. W talked in general about the fact that
we were getting ready to have this deposition and

what it was in reference to.

Q Ckay. What did you say?

A. | don't recall everything that | said.

Q Wwell, tell nme what you do renenber, sir.

A. Not a whole |lot.

Q Well, I get it. You tell nme the parts you

do renenber, sir.

A. |t was a general conversation about the
deposition and trying to -- what are going to be
the topics or the questions going to be. | don't
know. | don't know. And, essentially, there's a
whol e ot that | don't know because |'m not
i nvolved with any of that or haven't been or didn't
have any knowl edge of that, and it's as basic and
sinple as that.

Q Wat did he say?

A. He kind of said the sane thing, but he
didn't get into specifics about what they
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di scussed, and | didn't ask himto.

Q Sir, what if anything have you and
M . Dupuy discussed since that tine about the
depositions or M. Braxton or his lawsuit?

A.  Not hi ng.

Q Wen you saw himyesterday norning, did he
tell you he was comng to do his deposition today?

A.  No.

Q D dyoutell himyou were doing your
deposition today?

A.  No.

Q Do you know who it was that made the
decision to make M. Dupuy not available for his
deposition today?

MR, MAYEAUX:
hject to the form
THE W TNESS:

| don't know that he's not

avai | abl e.
BY M5. CRAFT:
Q Ckay.
A. | don't know whether or not. | don't

know. You're asking ne a question that | don't
know anyt hi ng about.

Q Well, when you tal ked to hi myesterday,
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are you telling nme you didn't discuss at all the
fact that both of you were schedul ed for your
depositions today?

A. No. | saw himat the grocery store, and
we tal ked for about five mnutes while | picked up
sonething that | had forgotten previously, and that
was it.

Q And you have not spoken to himat all,
even when you were at his house havi ng hanburgers,
about himgiving his deposition the sane day as
you?

A. No, ma'am | wasn't aware of that.

Q Excuse me?

A. | don't know when he was schedul ed to have
hi s deposition.

Q Wwll, did he tell you wasn't going to show
up for his deposition?

A.  No, ma'am

Q D dhetell you at all about his
intentions to give a deposition?

A.  No, nma'am

MS. CRAFT:
Counsel, that's all | have for him
at this point in tinme, but | amgoing to

note for the record, to the extent you
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guys have already tal ked to Dupuy, we
certainly have nade requests. | got an
e-mail, M. Mayeaux, fromyour office
when we said we were having trouble
getting himserved with you telling us
we need to find sone other address for
him and, apparently, you' ve al ready net
with him Look, | don't play these
ganmes. It's hard enough for ne get ny
client in here. |It's hard enough for
all of us in COVID to be doing these
depositions, and | certainly don't
appreci ate peopl e playi ng ganes about
getting w tnesses produced for their
deposi tions.

So wth that said, I'"'mgoing to
hold this record open. |I'mgoing to
al so ask that you guys make every effort
to get M. Dupuy up here for his
deposition. |I'malso objecting to
M. Reeves not appearing for his
deposition, because there's no dead
trooper at all, so |I'm expecting that
M. Reeves give his deposition today as

noti ced, period.
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MAYEAUX:
Well, he's not going to appear.
CRAFT:
He's not what?
MAYEAUX:
He's not going to appear today.
CRAFT:
Wy ?
MAYEAUX:
He's dealing with a state police
energency is what | was told.
CRAFT:
And, M. Myeaux, |'mgoing to
tell you that the information | got on
the break is 100 percent contrary to
that. And it's a gane. | have been
trying to take M. Reeves' deposition
for alnobst a year now. | was told early
| ast week that you guys were going to
pul | sonmething, that he was not going to
show for his deposition. So, again, we
have notions set. You guys have all
filed notions. | have nmade ny intention
clear on who I want to depose, and this

busi ness about, well, you need to call
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sonebody else to find M. Dupuy when
you, yourself, M. Myeaux, nmet with him

and have contact infornmation about his

deposition is not going to fly. | don't
i ntend --
MAYEAUX:
Jill, you got a notion to file,
fileit.
CRAFT:
Excuse ne.
MAYEAUX:

| f you have a notion you want to
file, file it.
CRAFT:
Then consi der this.
MAYEAUX:

" mnot going to argue with you

over a deposition.
CRAFT:

M. Mayeaux, |'mnot going to sit
here and play ganes. M. Reeves is
noticed for his deposition. You have
not filed a notion to quash it. |
expect himto be present, so |'m going

to |l eave the court reporter on here. W
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have apparently attenpted to serve
M. R ecke. He's scheduled for 1:00.
expect M. Reeves to show up for his

deposi tion.

MR, MAYEAUX:
Well he's not. Not today.
MB. CRAFT:
Wel |, you have not filed a notion

to quash, M. Mayeaux, and this
deposition --
MR, MAYEAUX:

He's not served with a subpoena

ei t her.
MS. CRAFT:
Excuse ne.
MR,  MAYEAUX:

He's not served with a subpoena.
| have nothing to quash, so if | have
been lied to and there is no state
police energency that Col onel Reeves is
dealing with, well, then we'll get to
the bottom of that, but that's the
information | was provided.

MS. CRAFT:

M. Myeaux, you were served with
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a Notice of Deposition, and | have your
confirmation as an officer of the court
that he was going to be produced w thout
a subpoena.

MAYEAUX:

Correct. And that was ny
intention and belief until this norning
when | arrived in this building.

CRAFT:

And you guys told ne before we got
on the record that there was a dead
trooper, which is fal se.

MAYEAUX:

"You guys" did not. | told you he

was dealing with a state police

energency. M. Fal con can speak for

hi nsel f.
CRAFT:

Again, | expect M. Reeves to
appear for his deposition. |If he
doesn't, then | guess |I'l| take whatever

action | have to, but you guys have --

MR, MAYEAUX:

Under st ood.

V5. CRAFT:
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-- filed, and you've assured ne as
an officer of the court that he would be
produced w t hout a subpoena. | issued a
noti ce of deposition, and you guys
frankly are not conplying with your
obligations, so as | indicated, |'m
| eaving this record open. | expect
M. Reeves to be produced for his
deposition. W'Il|l see what happens with
M. Riecke at 1:00. You know, but wth
that said, we're hanging out here in the
conference room

Anybody have any questions for
M. Starnes?

MR.  OXENHANDLER
Yes, | have sone questi ons.
Fl oyd, do you have questions?
MR, FALCON:
No.
MR. OXENHANDLER
| just have a few questi ons.
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR, OXENHANDLER:
Q &ood norning, M. Starnes. M nane is

Steve Oxenhandler, and | represent Col onel
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d i phant.

Earlier in the deposition, Ms. Craft spoke
to you about the Louisiana Board of Ethics consent
order, which was Exhibit No. 12. You want to just
pull that in front of you real quick?

A, Kkay.
Q Do you have any know edge, sir, of whether
Col onel diphant had anything to do wth LSTA

political contributions or any political activity?

A. No, sir. | don't have any know edge
t her eof .

Q Thank you. [I'mgoing to turn to sonething
else. I1'mgoing to talk to you for a few m nutes

about the incident report, not specifically,
because | think you testified earlier, did you not,
that you were not famliar with Colonel Aiphant's
June 2, 2016, incident report or March 2, 2018,
i nci dent report, are you?

A. No, sir.

Q Today was the first tinme that you saw
those, right?

A. Correct.

Q Al right. In this lawsuit, Calvin
Braxton has argued that an incident report is only

to docunent crinmes or trooper m sconduct

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com




© 00 N oo 0o B~ W DN PP

N D N NDDNMNMNDNN P P P PP P PR
a b~ W N b O © 00 N O O B~ W N - O

JASON STARNES 09/21/2020
Page 112

cont enporaneously as it occurs.
| n your experience, are incident reports

used only to docunent trooper m sconduct or crinmes?

A. No, sir.
Q | think you testified earlier that -- |
wote it down -- an incident report is a versatile

tool, correct?
A. Yes, sir, that's correct.
Q In other words, isn't it true that an
I nci dent report can be used to report on sonething
that a trooper has been ordered or is docunenting
over a period of tinme, and at the end of the
docunentation period, wite up what they have
docunented in an incident report?
MS. CRAFT:
bject to the form It calls for
specul ation. He said he doesn't know.
MR, OXENHANDLER
He didn't say that.
MS. CRAFT:
Yes, he did, and |'m --
MR OXENHANDLER
Go ahead and answer, sir.
MS. CRAFT:

M. Oxenhandler, |I'malso
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objecting to the form because it's
| eading, in addition to requiring
specul ati on.
BY MR, OXENHANDLER

Q Go ahead, sir. You can answer.

A.  Yes.

Q And you'd agree with ne, would you not,
that tinmely manner neans -- is a pretty broad term
and can be interpreted depending on the
ci rcunstances of the incident?

MS. CRAFT:
(bject to the form
THE W TNESS:
Yes, | agree with that.
BY MR OXENHANDLER
Q Colonel, if a state trooper believed that

he or she was being foll owed and was under
surveill ance by sonme person and that it was his or
her belief that the life and lives of his famly
may be in danger, would it be proper for the
trooper to request a personal threat assessnent
regardi ng the person he believed nay be posing the
t hreat?

M5. CRAFT:

bject to the formand further

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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obj ecti on under 701.
BY MR, OXENHANDLER
Q Go ahead, sir.
A. Yes. | don't think that that would be an

unr easonabl e request to nake.
MR OXENHANDLER
Thank you. Those are all the
guestions that | have.
MB. CRAFT:
| do have a follow up.
EXAM NATI ON
BY M5, CRAFT:

Q Sir, M. Starnes, what evidence do you
have that M. diphant was being foll owed and under
surveillance by Calvin Braxton at any tine?

A. | don't know that | personally have any
evi dence ot her than what's been docunented in that
i nci dent report.

Q Gkay. Do you know of anything outside of
what M. diphant put in that incident report, the
accusations involving Calvin Braxton; do you know
anyt hi ng outside of that?

A.  No, ma'am

Q So are you really testifying that what is

contained in M. diphant's report that went from

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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March of 2018 is a factual basis for state police
to conduct a threat assessnent involving
M. Braxton?
MR, MAYEAUX:
(bject to the form
BY MS. CRAFT:

Q You can answer it.

A Well, | don't know. | don't know if
there's nore information other than what's just
been docunented there.

Q GCkay. Well, ny question is: |Is what's
contained in that docunent that you said you | ooked
at and you just answered questions about, is that
sufficient to trigger a threat assessnent agai nst
M. Braxton?

MR,  MAYEAUX:
(bject to the form
BY M5. CRAFT:

Q Go ahead. You can answer it.

A. | don't know. It may be.
Q It may be under what circunstances, sir?
A. | guess it would depend on the discretion

of the investigator as to whether it was contai ned
in witing, in addition, whether follow up

interviews, additional information obtained, and to
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make a deci sion whether we're going to foll ow
through with a threat assessnent.
Q You nean additional comrunications by
M. diphant to third parties and ot hers about
M. Braxton; is that what you're tal king about?
MR. MAYEAUX:
bject to the form
THE W TNESS:
No. I'mreferring to an
I nvestigator doing a followup to go and
maybe revi ew what has been put in
writing.
BY MS. CRAFT:
Q \What investigator?
A.  Any police officer, crimnal investigator.
Q Is that a guess on your part, sir?
Because | asked you earlier if you knew anything
about reopening the investigation and that kind of
stuff, and | thought you told us you didn't.
A. | don't.
Q Ckay. So are you guessing, sir?
A. Yes. I'mproviding and you're asking for
my opinion, so |I'magiving you an opi nion based on
sonme nmaki ng sone assunptions.

Q GCay. So it's a guess, right?
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A. That's your words, not m ne.

Q Ckay. You have no facts, sir, to support
whet her or not anybody did anything in terns of
followng up wth M. diphant or, nore
i nportantly, other communications M. diphant may
have given to other people, right? You don't know?

A. Correct.

Q And you told us you didn't even know if
state police had reopened the suicide investigation
from25 years ago; you had no infornmation about
that; is that right?

A. Yes, ma'am that's correct.

Q D dyou say, "Ma'am that's correct"?

A.  Yes.

MS. CRAFT:

Ckay. | have nothing further at
the tinme with the caveat that | nade in
nmy statenment on the record and
particularly as it relates to these
depositions, but we'll be here.

MR, MAYEAUX:

Anybody el se? Court reporter,
pl ease note that we'd like to read and
sign once the transcript is prepared.

(Deposition adjourned at 11:33 a.m)
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W TNESS' CERTI FI CATE

I, JASON STARNES, read or have had the
foregoing testinony read to ne and hereby certify
that it is a true and correct transcription of ny
testinony, with the exception of any attached

correcti ons or changes.

JASON STARNES

---- Signed with corrections not ed.

---- Signed wi thout corrections noted.

DATE OF DEPOSI TI ON: SEPTEMBER 21, 2020
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REPORTER S PAGE

|, DESI REE DELATTE, Certified Court
Reporter in and for the State of Louisiana, the
officer, as defined in Rule 28 of the Federal Rules
of Civil Procedure and/or Article 1434(B) of the
Loui si ana Code of Civil Procedure, before whomthis
proceedi ng was taken, do hereby state on the
Recor d:

That due to the interaction in the
spont aneous di scourse of this proceedi ng, dashes
(--) have been used to indicate pauses, changes in
t hought, and/or tal kovers; that sane is the proper
met hod for a Court Reporter's transcription of
proceedi ng, and that the dashes (--) do not
i ndi cate that words or phrases have been | eft out
of this transcri pt;

That any words and/ or nanes which could
not be verified through reference naterial have
been denoted with the phrased "(spell ed

phonetical ly)."

DESI REE DELATTE
Certified Court Reporter
Regi st ered Professional Reporter
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

|, DESI REE DELATTE, Certified
Court Reporter in and for the State of Loui siana,
as the officer before whomthis testi nony was
t aken, do hereby certify that JASON STARNES, after
havi ng been duly sworn by ne upon authority of R S.
37:2554, did testify as hereinbefore set forth in
t he foregoing 117 pages;

That this testinbny was reported by ne in
t he stenotype reporting net hod, was prepared and
transcri bed by ne or under ny personal direction
and supervision, and is a true and correct
transcript to the best of ny ability and
under st andi ng;

That the transcri pt has been prepared in
conpliance with transcript format gui deli nes
required by statute or by rules of the board, and
that | aminforned about the conpl ete arrangenent,
financial or otherwise, wth the person or entity
maki ng arrangenents for deposition services;

That | have acted in conpliance with the
prohi bition on contractual
rel ati onshi ps, as defined by Loui si ana Code of
Cvil Procedure Article 1434 and in rul es and
advi sory opi nions of the board;

That | have no actual know edge of any
prohi bited enpl oynent or contractual relationship,
direct or indirect, between a court reporting firm
and any party litigant in this matter nor is there
any such rel ationshi p between nyself and a party
litigant in this matter. | amnot related to
counsel or to the parties herein, nor am!|
otherw se interested in the outcone of this nmatter.

Dated this 12th day of October, 2020.

DESI REE DELATTE
Certified Court Reporter
Regi st ered Professional Reporter
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Errata Sheet

NAVE OF CASE: CALVIN W BRAXTON, SR V. LOU SIANA STATE TROOPERS ASSQOCI ATION, ET AL.
DATE OF DEPOSI TION: 09/ 21/ 2020
NAVE OF WTNESS: Jason Starnes
Reason Codes:
1. To clarify the record.
2. To conformto the facts.

3. To correct transcription errors.
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