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STATE OF LOUI SI ANA
PARI SH OF NATCHI TOCHES
10TH JuDl CI AL DI STRI CT COURT

CALVI N W BRAXTON, SR *

VERSUS * DOCKET NO.: C- 90, 284
LOUI SI ANA STATE TROOPERS *

ASSCOCI ATI ON AND JAY
OLI PHANT *

* % * * % * * * % * % * % * % * % * * % * * * % * %

The deposition of MKE WLSON, taken in
connection wth the captioned cause, pursuant
to the follow ng stipul ati ons before Kim
Tayl or, Certified Court Reporter, at the Law
O fices of McCoy, Roberts & Begnaud, 300 St.
Denis Street, Natchitoches, Louisiana, on the

2nd day of October 2020, beginning at 1:29 p.m
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FOR THE PLAI NTI FF, CALVI N W BRAXTON, SR :

JILL L. CRAFT

ATTORNEY AT LAW

329 St. Ferdi nand Street

Bat on Rouge, Loui siana 70802
(225) 663-2612

jcraft @raftl aw. net

FOR THE DEFENDANT, LOUI SI ANA STATE TROOPERS
ASSCOCI ATI ON:

FLOYD J. FALCON, JR

AVANT & FALCON

429 CGovernnent Street

Bat on Rouge, Loui siana 70802
(225) 387-4462

fl oydf al con@ahoo. com

FOR THE DEFENDANT, JAY OLI PHANT:

STEVEN M OXENHANDLER

GOLD, VEEMsS, BRUSER, SUES & RUNDELL
2001 MacArthur Drive

Al exandri a, Louisiana 71301

(318) 445-6471

soxenhandl er @ol dweens. com

FOR THE DEFENDANT, LOUI SI ANA DEPARTMENT COF PUBLI C
SAFETY & CORRECTI ONS, OFFI CE OF STATE PQOLI CE:

ALSO

BEN MAYEAUX

NEUNER PATE

One Petrol eum Cent er

1001 West Pi nhook Road, Suite 200
Laf ayette, Louisiana 70503

(337) 237-7000

bmayeaux@euner pat e. com

PRESENT:
LT. MAJOR JAY OLI PHANT

CALVI N BRAXTON, SR.
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STI PULATI ON

It is hereby stipulated by and anong counsel
for plaintiff and counsel for defense that the
deposition of

M KE W LSON

be taken before Kim Taylor, Certified Court
Reporter, by counsel for the plaintiff for all
pur poses, pursuant to notice and to the provisions
of the appropriate statutes of the Code of Cvil
Procedure of the State of Loui siana.

The parties hereto waive all formalities in
connection with the taking of said deposition,
I ncl udi ng the readi ng and signing thereof, except
the swearing of the witness and the reduction of the
guestions and answers to typewiting.

Per Article 1443(D) of the Louisiana Code of
Cvil Procedure, counsel for all parties reserve all
objections until trial or other use of the

deposi ti on.
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M KE W LSON

after having been duly sworn, was exam ned and did

testify as foll ows:

EXAM NATI ON BY MS. CRAFT:

Q M. WIlson, ny nane is Jill Craft, and I
represent M. Braxton seated to ny left in
connection with a lawsuit that's pendi ng here
i n Natchitoches Pari sh.

A Yes, ma' am

Q It's very inportant during the course of this
deposition that you understand what |'m asking

you, and if at any tinme you do not, please tell

me to stop and rephrase it. |'mhappy to do
so.

A Yes, nma'am

Q It's also inportant that nods of the head "yes"
or "no" cannot be taken down by the reporter,

so you need to nmake sure to answer out | oud.
And ny final instruction is unique to ne
insofar as | may ask you to spell nanes,

pl aces, or things. |'mnot here to test your
spelling. [It's just nuch easier for our court
reporter to get those spellings down as we go
along than try to figure out in a couple of

hours or a couple of days or a couple of weeks
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what we were tal king about, okay?

A | do under st and.

Q Wul d you give nme your full nanme and address,
pl ease, sir?

A M chael Irving WIlson, and ny hone address is
100 Morgan Lane here in Natchitoches,
Loui si ana, 71457,

Q And | understand you are a | aw enforcenent

officer; is that correct?

Yes, ma'am | am

And wi th which agency are you?

The Nat chitoches Parish Sheriff's Ofice.

O >» O »P

How | ong have you been with the Natchitoches
Parish Sheriff's Ofice?
A Twenty-nine (29) years.
MR, FALCON:
How | ong?
A Twenty-ni ne (29) years.
MR FALCON:
Twenty-ni ne (29)7?
A Yes, Sir.
MS. CRAFT:
Q Bef ore going to work for the Natchitoches

Pari sh Sheriff's Ofice, did you have any ot her

| aw enf or cenent experience?

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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| started the acadeny with the Dallas Police
Departnment, and | was there for maybe a nonth
or so.

And do you renenber what year that was?

| think it was 1989 or 1990.

And can you tell ne about your educati onal
background, please, sir?

| have three years of coll ege.

And where was the college at?
Granbling State University.

Since you've been with the Natchitoches Parish
Sheriff's Ofice for 29 years, can you tell ne
what positions you' ve hel d?

| started off as a dispatcher, 9-1-1

di spatcher. | worked in the warrants divi sion.

|'ve worked in the patrol division. | was
assi stant chief investigator for 15 years, and
now |'ma shift lieutenant in the patrol

di vi si on agai n.

When did you assune the position of shift
lieutenant in the patrol division?

| think it was in maybe 2014.

| know that you know Cal vin Braxton. How |ong
have you known hi nf

Twenty-five (25) plus years, give or take.

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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| al so know that you know M. diphant. How

| ong have you known hi nf

About the sanme anmount of tine.

And how woul d you characterize your
relationship with M. Qi phant?

We have a good relationship. |[|'ve been know ng
him like | say, fromday one we were in | aw
enforcenent, working |aw enforcenent here in
Nat chi t oches when he was with the police
departnment. W actually rode together for
testing for the Louisiana State Police back in
1990 | think it was, sonething |ike that.
|"msorry, | mssed that part. Rode together
for testing?

For testing with the Louisiana State Police in
89 or '90.

And how woul d you descri be your relationship
with M. Braxton?

Pretty good relationship. | don't see them
quite often. You know, their business, | think
they' re el sewhere from Nat chitoches Parish, and
| see them you know, every now and then.

Did you have a conversation with a Jason Turner
with Loui siana State Police regarding the death

of Lydia Rachal ?

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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Yes, ma'am | did.

VWhat can you tell ne about that, please, sir?

Well, he called ne in and asked ne if | can
neet himat -- in front of Popeye's on the
i nt er st at e. | don't remenber the exact date

and time and so forth. And he just asked ne if
| had any information pertaining to her death.
And am | correct that at the tine you spoke to
M. Turner, Ms. Rachal had been dead for, Iike,
what ?

Twenty (20) years.

Twenty (20) years?

Vell, | would say -- | think I spoke wth him
maybe over a year ago. WMaybe 18 and a half or
19 years at that point.

And you attended the autopsy of Ms. Rachal ?
Yes, ma'am | did.

How cone?

One of the city police detectives, Detective
Chris Payne, contacted ne and asked ne if |
would ride up there with him

And Payne, is that P-a-i-n-e?

| think it's P-a-y-n-e.

And did he tell you why he wanted you to ride
up there with hinf

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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No, ma'am he really didn't. | had just gone
to the house there with himafter. | think it
was a m ssing persons report or sonething |like
t hat .

And did you do anything else in connection with
the death of Ms. Rachal other than attend the
aut opsy?

No, ma'am That was sonet hing that happened in
Caddo Parish, and, | nmean, | didn't investigate
it or anything.

Have you ever told anyone that you have
concerns that Ms. Rachal's death was nysterious
or was anything other than a suicide?

Well, at first, | had sone questions, and one
of themwas | think she nmay have passed one day
and it may have been a day or two | ater before
her body was di scovered. And ny concern was,
you know, if that was the case, why didn't, you
know, room service or sonebody check, you know,
the roomthe day after it happened.

Anyt hi ng el se?

No, | just -- fromknow ng her, | guess at the
ti me, ex-husband or whatever, he and | were
friends, M. Donny Rachal. | knew she had a

great love for her famly, and I just -- |
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coul dn't understand, you know. But none of us
can understand that, you know.

Right. At the time, she and her husband, M.
Rachal , had divorced; is that right?

| think they had, or either was going through a
di vorce or separated. |'mnot sure.

So anyt hing el se?

No, ma'am that was basically it. And | knew,
you know, there were sone runors, you know,
around town, this, that, and the other about
M. Braxton may have had sone invol venent with
her with her death.

Well, where were those runors com ng fronf
Just people around town. Just runors. You
know how runors are.

But you never thought that Calvin had any

i nvol verent with her death; isn't that right?
Hands on, no, ma'am Never did. | knew that
there were reportedly a relationship between
the two. Physically, no, ma'am Morally, you
know, there again, those were runors that was
di scussed around town.

Let nme see if | can figure that out.

Yeah.

The runors around town weren't that Cal vin

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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Braxton was involved in her actual suicide.

The runors were that she and Calvin had a
relationship --

Ri ght .

-- that m ght have not gone well, and then she
went and killed herself.

Ri ght .

| s that the runor?

Ri ght .

But you never heard a runor around Natchitoches
that Calvin Braxton in any way caused her death
ot her than they m ght have broken up and she
was sad?

Right. That was it. | found out |ater on that
Cal vin Braxton was actually at a graduation in
Bat on Rouge, one of his niece's or nephew s
graduation in Baton Rouge.

But when you say you found out later, you found
out at the tinme -- around the tinme of M.
Rachal's suicide; isn't that right? Like,
that's not sonething ten years later you're,
like, still having questions about?

"Il be totally honest with you, ma' am

didn't have any questions about it one way or

the other for several different reasons. | t
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didn't happen in our jurisdiction. | wasn't

i nvolved in the investigation, you know,
pertaining toit. And | knew Ms. Rachal. My
have spoken with her maybe two, nmaybe three
times, but, you know, we didn't have a -- just
a normal relationship.

Did you ever tell anyone that you suspected
that Calvin Braxton was in any way involved in
Ms. Rachal's deat h?

| think Trooper A iphant and | discussed it
when everything was comng up, and |'d gotten
information that the state police had reopened
the case involving M. Braxton. And at that
point intime, | was -- | don't know, | was
kind of torn as to, you know, 20 years |ater
the investigation is opening up intoit. Is
there's sonet hing goi ng on there?

You sai d when everything was com ng up. What
do you nean? You had a conversation with M.
d i phant ?

Yes, ma' am

Was that when M. Braxton had hired a | awyer
and was aski ng questions or what?

Ma'am | don't know the tinmes and the nonth --

Sur e.
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-- the dates because, like |I say, | would see
M. Braxton one nonth, and | wouldn't talk to
M. Braxton for two nonths. 1|'d see Trooper
diphant once, and I may not talk to himeven
| onger, you know, because he works out of

Nat chi toches Parish. | nmay not see himfor
three or four nonths at a time. So I don't
know the dates and tines and all of that.

But it was M. diphant who approached you
about M. Rachal's death. It wasn't you
saying, | think Calvin was invol ved.

And in all fairness, | don't want to say
sonething that is not 100 percent correct. |
don't know when he and | had the conversati on.
| don't even renenber where we had the
conversation. | don't even renmenber how it
cane about. Like | say, J.D. and | were -- we
were cordial with each other. If we need to
tal k, you know, if sonething was goi ng on or
what ever, you know, he would call ne, or if
sonet hi ng was going on and | needed to contact
hi m | aw enforcenment-w se, | would contact him
But as far as himcomng to ne or whatever or
me | ooking himup, | can't say. But sonething

20 years old that | had no, you know, direct

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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i nvol venment with, | don't know.

But M. Brown, based on what you're telling ne
and just tell me if this is accurate, you would
have never told sonebody that you thought

Cal vin Braxton was involved in the actual death
of Lydi a Rachal because you don't believe that;
aml right?

Well, after everything that |I've been told,
especially after the investigator cane and

tal ked wth nme and, you know, | had sone
gquestions or sone issues, and he basically

cl eared those up.

Who di d?

The investigator that cane and spoke to --
spoke with nme fromthe Louisiana State Police.
M. Turner?

Yes, ma' am

And when you talked to M. Turner, you and he
tal ked about M. Braxton?

Yes, mm' am

And what did you and M. Turner talk about with
respect to M. Braxton?

Well, he just asked ne if | had any know edge
of -- and there again, | want to be exact in ny

comments.

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com




© 00 N oo 0o B~ W DN PP

N D N NDDNMNMNDNN P P P PP P PR
a b~ W N b O © 00 N O O B~ W N - O

MIKE WILSON 10/02/2020
Page 16

| know.

| think he asked ne if | felt as though M.
Braxt on had any involvenent with Ms. Rachal's
murder, and he asked ne did | have any other
informati on or any other evidence or anything
like that. And there again, | explained to him
that that was not a case that -- it didn't even
happen in our jurisdiction. You know, | had no
I nvol venent other than riding to Shreveport for
t he aut opsy.

Did he tell you where he had gotten the
Information fromthat there was sone indication
that M. Braxton was involved in Ms. Rachal's
mur der ?

No, ma'am he did not.

But those were his words to you, right, | want
to know whet her or not you have any infornmation
that M. Braxton was involved in Ms. Rachal's
murder. That's what he was asking you?

And there again, | want to nmake certain that ny
t hought is exactly what happened to the best of
nmy recollection. | don't want to say he
specifically said Calvin Braxton, but | know he
did ask ne if | had any information pertaining

to it being anything other than a suicide.

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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Well, let nme see if | can unpack that because
you originally told nme that you had questions
about Ms. Rachal's death until you talked to
the investigator, M. Turner.
Yes, mm' am
And then | said, "Well, what did you talk
about?* And you said he asked you if you had
any know edge of if you thought that M.
Braxt on had been involved wwth Ms. Rachal's
murder. You said that twice. So are you now
telling me that you don't renenber discussing
M. Braxton with M. Turner? I'malittle
conf used.
Well, | want to be certain. Wen he was asking

me about the situation and the circunstances
surrounding Ms. Rachal's death, he was telling
me about the | ocation, about the room

What was he sayi ng?

Well, he said that it happened, and there
again, | want to be -- | want to be as precise
and exact as | can.

And | et ne stop you and say it this way.

Yes, ma' am

| would like for you to tell nme -- if you can't

remenber specifically, tell nme generally what

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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you renenber in your conversation with M.
Turner, the highlights.

Yes, ma'am He and | were tal king, and there
again, he asked ne was there anything in
particul ar that any evidence or anything that |
knew of that particularly directly pointed to a
hom cide in that. And | said no, and | asked
hi m a coupl e of questions.

He asked ne, well, what were the questions
that | was concerned wth or what stood out
with me. And | told himthat nunber one, that
she had been there a day or two fromny
under st andi ng, and there again, | didn't -- |
never | ooked at a report or never |ooked at
anything, so I'mjust going on basically from
information that I'mgetting, you know, that I
had gotten.

He told nme that, well, everything appeared
to be in order as far as a suicide was
concerned. He said -- | think he said there
was a note. He said that the roomwas either
-- it wasn't a first-floor room and doubl e- pane
wi hdows and the door and everything was | ocked
fromthe inside, which, you know, | was --

didn't know. And, you know, that's sone of the

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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1 things that |, you know, | was concerned about.
2(Q So how did Calvin's nane cone up?

3 MR, FALCON:

4 (bject to the form

5|M5. CRAFT:

6(Q You can answer it. Go ahead.

7(A | want to say, and I'm not 100 percent sure,

8 that he asked ne did | have any information

9 about M. Calvin Braxton being involved in

10 t hi s.

111Q And what do you renenber --

12 |A But I'mnot sure. And he asked ne if | had any
13 other information pertaining to Lydia Rachal's
14 death, and | told himno.

15]1Q So before you talked to M. Turner, are you

16 telling nme you had gquestions about Ms. Rachal's
17 sui ci de?

18 (A | didn't know. | just didn't know. | didn't
19 have any questions about it. Nunber one, | had
20 a list of other cases | was working, suicides,
21 shootings, and all of that. And | just -- that
22 was not one that | really paid too nuch
23 attention to for the sinple fact that it was
24 not in ny jurisdiction, and | really didn't
25 want to, you know, get further involved init.

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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J

| understand that.

Yes, ma'am

But | thought you told us that you had
guestions about her death until you talked to
M. Turner.

| did.

And the questions you had about her death, if
"' m not m staken, were that room service didn't
di scover her for two days.

Ri ght .

And what was the other one? That she | oved her
famly?

Yes, ma'am Also, he told ne that, you know,
they found the weapon in her hand, and, you
know, you hear a |ot of things about this
happened, that happened, this happened or
didn't happen or whatever, and it's just a
swrl of things. And when | talked with him
it basically cleared up a lot of that.

So before you talked to M. Turner with the
state police and you had the conversation that
you' ve described for us to the best of your
menory, did you ever talk to M. A i phant about
any of these questions with respect to M.

Rachal ' s sui ci de?

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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No, ma'am Fromny recollection, we just
tal ked about it.
When?
Ma'am there again, |I'd seen Trooper A i phant
maybe two or three tines a year. | can't give

you the exact date and tinme and anything |ike
t hat .

When did you learn that the state police had
reopened the case? You said state police
reopened the case involving M. Braxton.

Wel |, Trooper Aiphant told ne that there was
sone i ssues going on, and the state police was
| ooki ng back into it and --

Into the death of Ms. Rachal ?

Into the death of Ms. Rachal and that they may
be contacting ne.

And he told you that also in the confines of
M. Braxton; isn't that right, that state
police was reopening the case of Ms. Rachal to

see if M. Braxton had any invol venent ?

MR. FALCON:
|"mgoing to object to the phrase. You
keep repeating "reopening.” That's not the

evi dence of --

V5. CRAFT:

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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M5. CRAFT:

Q So when you had this conversation with M.
diphant and he told you that state police was
reopeni ng the case involving M. Braxton, what

can you tell ne about that?

V5. CRAFT:

Q You can answer it. You can answer it.

A Ckay.

wer e.

conversation, and | told him you know, | have

sone
di dn'

again, | was just working off runors and this,

t hat ,
tell

again, it was not nmy case. It was not from

Nat chi toches Parish. | had no personal

i nvol

|"msorry, that's exactly what he said,
was that he said state police reopened the
case involving M. Braxton. | wote it
down to make sure | had it accurate.

That's why |'musing your words, sir.

MR. FALCON:
(bject to the form

And there again, | don't know where we

| don't know -- you know, it was just in

mental reservations about it because |

t -- you know, | didn't know. There

and the other, you know. And let ne not

you working off of it because, there

venent wth Lydia, and as far as Trooper
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Adiphant and M. Braxton, you know, | sit right
in the mddle of it. They're both friends, you
know. So -- and you say about reopening a
case. | guess maybe | should have said | ooking
into it because fromny understanding, there
was no case. It was just ruled a suicide.

| get that, sir, but |I'mjust using your words,
| under st and.

And you said reopened and you said --

| did. | did.

Let me finish. You said that's what M.
Aiphant told you. So he did not use the word
"reopen?” O did he use it and you think he
meant sonet hi ng el se?

Ma'am |like | say, | want to be totally honest.
My words were reopened fromny perspective, you
know.

Yes, sir.

And whet her he said reopened or | ooking back
intoit --

Under st ood.

| wish I knew that this was going to be nore
official and I would have taken notes, and |
woul d have recorded it and, you know, done all

those investigative things, but I'"'msorry I
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didn't. Yes, ma'am

So you had this one conversation with M.
Aiphant that we're tal ki ng about where he says
state police, whatever it is, reopening,

| ooking into the death of Ms. Rachal. And you
said at that tinme, you shared with him "Well,
| had sone questions,” right?

Yes, mm' am

Prior to that conversation, had you and M.

A i phant ever discussed the death of M.
Rachal ?

No, ma'am this thing is 20 years old. W had
never tal ked about it.

Under st ood.

Yes, ma'am No, nmm'am

Have you ever told anyone that you thought

Cal vin Braxton was dangerous?

| had a conversation and | told Trooper
Aiphant and I think Trooper Linebaugh and M.
Braxton, all of them they all needed to be
car ef ul

My question was did you ever tell anyone that
you t hought Cal vin Braxton was dangerous?

No. No, to the best of ny recollection, no,

ma'am | did not.
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V5. CRAFT:
And Li nebaugh for the court reporter

L-i-n—e-b-a-u-g-h.

M5. CRAFT:

Q

You told all three of them |'m assum ng
separately, y'all need to be careful with
what's goi ng on.

Ri ght, because this thing is brewing. It was
br ewi ng.

And when you say, "This thing was brew ng,"
meani ng the allegation that M. Braxton nmade
sone statenments to M. A iphant that he woul d
hurt or get back at O ficer Linebaugh. Is that
what you' re tal king about?

| don't know about hi m maki ng any statenents
to --

When you say, "This thing was brew ng," what
are you referring to?

Well, just kind of the back-and-forth. | think
there may have been sone -- there was a | ot of
talk swirling around town that there was sone

friction between Trooper A iphant and M.

Braxton. | think there nay have been a
Facebook post or sonething, sone -- excuse ne.
And | --

S
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Did you ever see the Facebook posting?

No, ma'am | didn't.

Did you ever see anyone with the Facebook
posting?

No, ma' am

Did you ever see anybody, |ike, waving the
Facebook posting anywhere?

No, ma' am

Did you ever talk to ny client about a Facebook
posting M. diphant nay have nade?

| don't think | did. | don't think I did.
Did you ever hear ny client make any comments
about a Facebook posting by M. diphant?

No, ma' am

Did you ever talk to M. diphant about any
Facebook posting he nmay have nmde?

No, ma' am

Did you ever hear M. diphant nmake any
comrent s about a Facebook posting he nmay have
made?

No, ma' am

So when you say, "The thing that was swirling
around," you nean that there was sone sort of
Facebook post that you heard about --

Exactly.
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-- and you spoke to diphant, Linebaugh, and
Braxton, all three of them and said, y'all
need to be careful.
Yes, ma'am Yes, ma'am basically -- and | was

hoping that with nmy just lending that to the
whol e situation at sone point in tine it all
coul d have been resol ved.

Under st ood.

That was ny thing.

So nmy question is, did you ever believe that
Calvin Braxton was in any way physically
dangerous to anybody?

No, nmm' am

And so then ny second one is if you didn't
believe it, you would have never told anyone
that Calvin Braxton was a physical danger to
hi m or her?

No, ma'am |'ve never known Calvin to be
physical with anyone, his famly, or anybody
like that, so no, nma'am

Wth respect to your dealings with M. Braxton,
have you -- has he ever done anything to nmake
you feel scared of hin?

No, nm'am

Has anyone ever expressed to you that they're
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scared of hinf

No, ma' am

Did you know -- did you ever tell anyone that
Calvin had hired a private investigator?

No, ma'am | didn't, but there again, that was
one of those things that canme to nme and about
himhiring a private investigator to watch
Trooper A i phant.

Well, howdid it conme to you?

Ma'am to be totally honest, | think Craig
Brown may have told ne about it, and there
again, that runmor mll once it starts
spreading. And | tal ked with Trooper Qi phant
about it when | heard about it.

So you told Trooper Aiphant you had heard a
runmor that Calvin had hired sone sort of
private investigator?

Yes, ma' am

But you never --

Well, | told himthat 1'd heard that apparently
there was soneone watching his house by M.
Braxton, and | asked himwas it true.

Asked who?

Trooper A i phant.

And did you tell himthat was a runor you had
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hear d?

\ | didn't just say it was a runor. | just asked
himthe question. | told himl| had heard it,
and, you know, | voiced nmy opinion on it. And
| told him you know, that if that was the
case, you know, | told himl didn't -- | didn't
condone that, friend or not, and that was real
danger ous.

D Well, did you ever ask Calvin if he had hired
sonebody to follow M. Qi phant?

A Ma'am | don't want to say yes, | did. | don't

want to say no. | don't know. | know Craig
Brown had asked himdirectly, and he --

Asked who?

M. Braxton. And he told himno.

How do you know t hat ?

Craig Brown told ne.

Craig Brown told you |I asked Calvin if he had
hired a private investigator, and Calvin said
no.

Yes, mm' am

So then what was the source of your information
that there was this runor that Calvin had hired
a private investigator?

Ma'am there again, that's that runor. | think
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it may have been a vehicle around M.

d i phant's house or sonething, and there again,
it started swirling. And | heard it and that
was basically it. And Craig -- | think Craig
Brown and | were tal king about it one day, and
one day | asked M. diphant about it. | told
himthat | had heard that.

You had heard that there has been a car at M.
A iphant's house?

Yes, ma'am at or near M. diphant's house
that I think canme back registered to one of M.
Braxton's friends.

Dd M. diphant tell you that?

| think he did tell ne that there was a car
that was registered to one of M. Braxton's
friends that was near his address.

Did he tell you who it was, the friend, which
friend?

| think the car may have cone back, and there
again, | don't want to say M. diphant said it
or -- | think it was M. Sam Friedman. The car
was registered to Sam Fri edman. And there
again, you know, ma'am and | want to be clear
with ny answers. And, you know, | don't want

to say sonething and then, well, it's not

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com



© 00 N oo 0o B~ W DN PP

N D N NDDNMNMNDNN P P P PP P PR
a b~ W N b O © 00 N O O B~ W N - O

MIKE WILSON 10/02/2020
Page 31

PG LY

exactly that, you know. Had | known we were
going to be here today, like | say, | would
have taken notes and --

Did anybody ever talk to you about witing a
report or witing sonmething dowmmn and M.

ad i phant saying, no, you don't need to nmake a
note of that because it's not a crinme to have
sonebody follow you around?

No, ma' am

Did you ever have a conversation like that with
M. diphant?

No, ma' am

Do you renenber M. diphant saying the car
canme back to M. Friedman?

| think he did. | think he did.

VWhat was M. Friedman's relationship with M.
Br axt on?

| think they may be busi ness associ ates or
friends. | don't -- | know they know one
anot her, and |I know they have a, you know,
pretty good working rel ationship.

Wo is Geg Friednman?

It's M. Sam Friedman's son.

He's a |lawyer, right?

| think he is.
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D And do you know who Erin Friedman is?
A No, | don't.
D Do you know -- well, okay, do you know what, if
anyt hing, she does for a living? And | guess
t he answer would be, no, | don't know
A\ | don't know.
D So did M. diphant ever tell you that he
t hought he had people following him or did you
tell himthat?
A No.
D You didn't tell himthat?
\ No.
D Because you don't have any information that

happened?

No. No.

Did he tell you that he had people foll ow ng
hi n?

Who, M. Braxton?

No, no, no, M. diphant. D d he tell you that
he thought there were people foll ow ng hinf
No, just -- the only thing we tal ked about was
t hat one incident.

The Friedman car near his house?

Yes, ma' am

And did he tell you that he had chased the car
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or anyt hi ng?

No, ma'am

Did you ever talk to M. Rachal about the death
of his wfe?

Yes, ma'am | did.

And did he ever tell you he thought Calvin had
sonething to do with it?

No, ma' am

Did he ever tell you he had had a conversation

or if he had a conversation with M. Qi phant

about the death of his -- and | know it's ex-
wife. | keep saying wife, the death of his ex-
wi fe.

Yes, ma'am he did.
And what did he tell you about his conversation
with M. diphant?
According to him he told ne that they had a
conversation, and he told himthat he just
wanted to |l eave it conpletely al one because he
didn't want to stir it back up and hurt his
chi |l dren anynore.

MS. CRAFT:

That may be all | have. |If you can
give ne a fewmnutes to let nme visit with

nmy client and we'll be right back. And
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then these gentlenmen w il probably have
sone questions for you.
A Yes, ma'am
-- OFF THE RECORD - -
M5. CRAFT:
Q Who is Victor Jones?
A He was the past sheriff of the Natchitoches
Parish Sheriff's Ofice.
Q He's my client's brother-in-law, is that right?

A That's correct.

Q Did you have conversations with M. Jones about
the state police comng to question you
regardi ng M. Braxton?

A Yes, ma' am

Q And you, in fact, told Sheriff Jones that the
state police had questioned you about M.
Braxton and his involvenent in Ms. Rachal's
death; isn't that right?

A | told himthat they had questioned ne about
Ms. Rachal 's deat h.

Q Are you testifying that you did not tell M.
Jones that the state police specifically asked
I f you had any information as to whether or not
M. Braxton was involved in Ms. Rachal's death?

VR, FALCON:
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(bj ection. Asked and answer ed.

MS. CRAFT:

Q You can answer it.

A | told himthat they were -- and | want to be
exact in what | told him | think | told him
that they wanted to talk to nme about Lydia's
death. And I want to be sure because | don't
know if | said Calvin -- with Calvin's
I nvol venent with it or whatever, and he
actually is the one told ne, "Well, Calvin was
with us in Baton Rouge."

Q So Calvin's nanme nust have cone up if he
vol unt eered, hey, wait, Calvin was with us when
she di ed.

MR, FALCON:
hject to the form

MS. CRAFT:

Q Ri ght ?

A In the schene of the conversation, there again,

it has al ways been, you know, sw rled around.
And when | told him you know, that sonething

has cone up about Lydia's death and |'mpretty

sure -- I'"'mnot going to say Calvin's nane
didn't come up init, in the conversation. |'m
not going to say that it did. | really don't
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remenber.

Q And did you tell ny client that the state
police had cone to you and had asked you about
hi n?

A Yes, ma'am | did.

MB. CRAFT:
That's all | have, sir. Thank you.

EXAM NATI ON BY MR. OXENHANDLER:

Q Hel l o, sir.

A Hel | o.

Q My nane is Steve Oxenhandl er again, and |
represent Col onel A iphant.

A Yes, Sir.

Q You said you had a -- you testified earlier
that you had a conversation wth Col onel
A i phant about a conversation you had with
Craig Brown where Craig Brown told you that M.
Braxton had hired a private investigator or
sonebody to follow M. Braxton; is that
correct?

A Yes, Sir.

Q Was that sonewhere around 2018; do you
r emenber ?

A | would say it was in 2018 because for 17, 18

years, there was nothing pertaining to this.
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And then all of a sudden, it was forefront. I

just -- so | would have to say it was 2017 or

"18, in the | ast years.
And isn't it true, sir, that you told Col onel
Adiphant that M. Braxton was on a fishing
expedition to get information about M.
Br axt on?
MS. CRAFT:
Wait, who?

VR, OXENHANDLER:

Q

That you told Colonel Aiphant that Calvin
Braxton was on a fishing expedition to get

i nformati on on Col onel diphant?

And in all fairness, | may have told himthat.
| may have told himthat because they were kind
of at odds with one anot her.

And what did you nean by a fishing expedition?
Well, and there again, that's what -- when |
was told that supposedly there was soneone
watching M. diphant's house, | think it cane
up as -- a question cane up about M. di phant
com ng honme early or comng froma work week
early or whatever and this, that, and the
other. And | knew that, you know, all of this

was going on, and | think M. Braxton nay have
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been, you know, inquiring about that.

Did you ever have coffee wwth M. Braxton at

Zi ppy B s?

Yes, sir, | did.

Do you guys still neet at Zippy B s?
No, sir.

Do you neet down by the riverfront sonetines
and have coffee?

No, sir.

So is it your testinony that M. Braxton told
you that he was on a fishing expedition, or how
did you learn that?

Wl l, and there again, this whole thing has
been |i ke a big puzzle, and you get a piece
over here and you get a piece over there and
this, that, and the other. And none of it
makes sense to ne, but when | say the runor was
swrled that M. Braxton had soneone wat chi ng
M. diphant's house or watching M. diphant,
then that's when all of that came about. And
then that's when | started, you know, kind of

| ooking at things a little differently, I|ike,
you know, exactly what's going on.

And isn't it true that you told M. di phant

that M. Braxton was having soneone wat chi ng
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hi s house?

| didn't know that. | didn't know --

But did you tell M. diphant that?

M. diphant had already -- as a matter of

fact, when | talked wwth M. diphant the | ast
tinme at ny house, | asked him | said, "I heard
this was going on. 1Is this, in fact, going
on?" And that's when | told him "No matter
friends, whatever, you know, | don't condone
anything like that if, in fact, that's going
on."

And when did that conversation take place?
When was he at your house? Was it also in
20187

| don't want to say yes and it's January 2019,
but yes, sir. Between the l|atter part of 2018
and the early part of 2019.

Did you have information that M. Braxton was
trying to get information on M. d i phant
because M. A i phant was going hone early from
his work with the state police?

No, sir. And there again, other than -- it all
basically cane about when it was said that M.
Braxt on had soneone watching M. diphant's

house.
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>

A

VR, OXENHANDLER

Q

And who was it that told you that?
| woul d have to say Crai g Brown because the
circle of conversation surrounding this is
pretty small.
Did you ever tell or do you renenber telling
Col onel diphant to be careful because Calvin
Braxton is a dangerous nan?
| told Captain diphant to be careful. And
there again, not for any physical reasons but
for the matter what we're dealing wth today,
you know. Reputations and careers and all
that, you know, plays into all of this.

MS. CRAFT:

|"mjust going to object. Non-

responsi ve.
Yes, ma' am

MS. CRAFT:

| just got to do it for the record.

| under st and.

MS. CRAFT:

Yes, Sir.

Did you have the inpression that Col onel
A i phant believed what you had told hi mabout

for himto be careful and that M. Braxton was
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on a fishing expedition?
MS. CRAFT:
| object to the formof the question.

MR, OXENHANDLER

Q Go ahead.

A | just didn't -- and there again, ny thing was
this. [If what was said was true about the car
being around M. diphant's house and sonebody
was, in fact, watching his house, yes, sir, |
told himto be careful. And I got -- | becane
really concerned at that point, you know. A
ot of it was just kind of back-and-forth,
back-and-forth, but when that happened, that
ki nd of changed things.

Q My question al so was when you told M. A i phant
to be careful and that M. Braxton nay be on a
fishing expedition, did you get the inpression
that M. diphant took you seriously?

MS. CRAFT:
bject to the formof the question.

MR.  OXENHANDLER:

Q Go ahead. You can answer.

A It was all in just conversation, and | knew it
was a back-and-forth between the two. And |

knew that at sone point in tinme Louisiana State
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Police was going to be inquiring about M.
Braxton. M. Braxton was going to be inquiring
about the Louisiana State Police. And, you
know, this thing | think -- | don't know
exactly when the lawsuit was filed or whatever,
but when you're dealing with |awsuits and
things like that, it's all about information.

Q But when you told M. diphant to be careful,
you nmeant for himto be careful ?

A Exactly. Especially after I found out
supposedl y sonmeone was wat chi ng hi m and near
hi s hore.

Q Do you renenber telling Colonel Aiphant to be
careful, to watch nmy back, that sonething
wasn't right?

A To watch his back?

Yes, sir.

A | may have told himthat. | nay have told him
that. And that was just in general
conversation, and like | told M. Braxton, "Be
“careful. Be careful."

MR. OXENHANDLER
Those are all the questions | have.
EXAM NATI ON BY MR, FALCON:
Q M. WIlson, ny nane is Floyd Fal con.
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represent the Louisiana Troopers Association --
Yes, sir.

-- who is a defendant in this case --

Yes, sir.

-- that M. Braxton brought. Are you famliar
wi th an organi zati on known as the Loui si ana

Tr oopers Associ ation?

Yes, sir, | am

VWhat are you famliar about it? Wat did you
under stand about it?

It just basically consists of Louisiana State
Troopers, and that's basically it. | hadn't
researched them or anything |ike that.

And have you ever spoken to any representative
or officer or board nenmber of the Louisiana
State Troopers Association about M. Braxton?
No, sir, | haven't. Not know ngly, but --
Vell, I nean --

| don't think so, no, sir. Nobody got

I nt roduced.

Sonebody that represented thensel ves to be an
official --

No, sir.

-- of Louisiana Troopers Associ ati on?

No, sir.
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Have you ever been presented with an incident
report prepared by Colonel Aiphant in June of
2016? Have you ever seen it?
No, sir. | think reports pertaining to --
Actual ly pertaining to his daughter's --
Braxton's daughter's arrest.
No, sir, | haven't.
O the aftermath of Braxton's daughter's
arrest. Do you know Trooper Linebaugh?
Yes, sir, | do.
Did you know that Trooper Linebaugh had
arrested Calvin's daughter?
Yes, sir, | did.
And did you hear any runors about Cal vin being
-- whether or not Calvin was happy or upset
about that arrest?
Well, | heard he was upset about it.
Did he tell you that?
No, sir.
Did you hear anything about Calvin wanting to
have Trooper Linebaugh transferred fromthe
Nat chitoches area to Orleans -- the Ol eans
area?

MS. CRAFT:

bject to the form
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A No, sir, | didn't.

MR, FALCON:

Q Did you ever -- have you ever read any incident
report authored by J.D. Aiphant in March of
2018 expressing his concerns about his safety
or the safety of his famly?

A No, sir.

Q Do you know anyt hi ng about how M. Braxton got
appoi nted to the State Police Comm ssion?

A No, sir, | don't.

Q Did you know M. Braxton at one point in tine
was on the State Police Comm ssion?

A | think |I basically found out he was on the
State Police Conm ssion when everything started
unfol ding about this case basically.

Q Do you have any know edge about his |eaving --
the circunstances surroundi ng his | eaving the
State Police Comm ssion?

A | think there nmay have been sone kind of --
sone kind of problens between, yeah, maybe sone
of the nenbers or sonething. | really don't
know t he circunstances surrounding it.

Q The nmenbers of the State Police Conm ssion?

A Yes, Sir.

Q Do you know whet her or not he resigned or was

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
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asked to | eave the State Police Conmm ssion?

| don't -- | do not know, sir.

Do you know -- you' ve been involved in

Nat chi toches Parish for 29 years now.

Yes, sir.

You have famliarity wwth the DW prosecutions
I n Natchitoches Parish?

Yes, Sir.

Wuld it be true to say that nost everyone
arrested in Natchitoches Parish gets to go
through a pre-trial diversion and that may w pe
off their DW arrest?

Not everyone.

Do you believe that nost -- the key word in
this question is "nost," people that are
arrested in Natchitoches Parish get to go

t hrough pre-trial diversion?

Some of themdo. | don't know the percentage,
and I don't want to -- | don't want to say, you
know, one way or the other. | know sone of

t hem do.

And you said that Victor Jones is the forner
sheriff?
Yes, Sir.

How | ong has he been out of office?
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Thr ee nont hs.

So he's just --

Yes, sir. He's basically retired.

How | ong was he the sheriff?

Twenty (20) years. Right at 20 years.

Did you ever hear Calvin Braxton nmake any
statenents about Linebaugh, Trooper Linebaugh?
| didn't hear any direct statenents. | just
heard Li nebaugh's nane cone up in conversation
or what ever.

What do you renenber about those conversations?
That Li nebaugh, in fact, was the one who
arrested M. Braxton's daughter.

You ever hear anything about Calvin suggesting
that M. Linebaugh shoul d have known who he was
and who hi s daughter was?

No, sir, | never heard that.

Did you ever hear anything about Calvin
asserting that Trooper Linebaugh needed

addi tional training?

No, sir, | can't recall
Tell me what you know -- do you have an opi nion
about M. -- Trooper Linebaugh's proficiency as

a Loui siana State Trooper?

Well, | knew hi mwhen he was a Nat chi t oches
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city police officer.
D Good officer?
\ Yes, sir.
D Got selected to be -- applied for, | guess, and

got selected to be a trooper?
Yes, sir.
And as far as you know, he's a good trooper?
As far as | know.
And if the record reflects that Calvin's
daughter read a .17 in a PD test, would that
i n Natchitoches, Louisiana be sufficient for
sonebody to be convicted of DW?
Yes, sir.
MS. CRAFT:
|'"mgoing to object to the formof the
guestion. You're asking himto specul ate.
He's not the prosecutor. | nean, for real.
MR, FALCON:
No, but he's an experienced officer
wor ki ng years in patrol.
MS. CRAFT:
| don't think he's -- | get it, but you
haven't asked hi m about DW.
MR, FALCON:

"' mnot going to argue with you.
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won't argue with you.
MS. CRAFT:
| under st and.
MR, FALCON:
Q Wul d you answer ny question, sir? 1Is a .17

enough to be arrested for DW in Natchitoches

Pari sh?
A Yes, sir, it is.
MR, FALCON:
Thank you, M. W]I son.
A Yes, Sir.

EXAM NATI ON BY MR NMAYEAUX:
Q Li eutenant, ny nane is Ben Mayeaux. |

represent the Louisiana State Police.

A Yes, sir.

Q |"ve just got a few questions for you.

A Yes, Sir.

Q How many conversations did you have with
Captain Jason Turner?

A One.

Q And that's the one you told us about out on
| - 497

A Yes, sir.
Q Did Captain Turner show you the Shreveport

Pol i ce Departnent investigation report on Ms.
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Lydi a's deat h?

A | f menory serves ne correctly, he did. | think
he di d.

Q At the end of y'all's discussion --

A Yes, Sir.

Q -- didn't Captain Turner tell you that he was
convinced it was really a suicide?

A Yes, Sir.

Q Because you nentioned sonething earlier about
Ms. Lydia's nurder. | nean, Captain Turner
didn't tell you he thought she was nurdered?

A No.

MS. CRAFT:
Asked and answer ed.

A No, he didn't. And if | used the word
"murder,"” | was incorrect. It was suicide. It
was ruled a suicide. It was suicide all along.

MR,  MAYEAUX:

Q So to the best of your recollection, as we sit
here today, did Captain Turner use the word
“murder" in connection with Lydia Rachal's
deat h?

A No, sir, he didn't.

M5. CRAFT:

bj ection. Asked and answer ed.
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A No, sir.
MR, MAYEAUX:
Q No. | think -- I know |I'mconfused, so I'm

going to ask this specific question.

A Yes, sir.

Q Can you sit here today and say under oath that
Captain Turner raised Calvin Braxton's nane to

you during y'all's conversation?

A | cannot say w thout a doubt that he did.

Q Now, other than you and | tal king about ny
brother's restaurant just a m nute ago, have we

ever net each ot her before?

A No, sir, we haven't.
Q Have we ever had any ot her conversation?
A No, sir.
MR,  MAYEAUX:
That's all | have. Thank you.
A Yes, sir.
M5. CRAFT:

| just have a few foll ow ups.

A Yes, ma'am

RE- EXAM NATI ON BY M. CRAFT:
Q The | ast question | asked you was, "Did you
call my client and tell himthat LSPA the

state police, had cone to you and asked you
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about him M. Braxton, and your answer to that
was yes.

Yes, ma' am

And that's a true statenent; am| right?

Yes, mm' am

Thi s busi ness about being careful, | wanted to
ask you a question. As | understood your
testinmony, it was M. A iphant who told you
that there was a car watching his house, the
Friedman car; isn't that right?

| think Craig Brown actually told ne firsthand,.
There again, when it started swrling, | really
di dn't know anyt hing about it, and | think
Craig and I may have discussed it. And he told
me that supposedly there was a car watching M.
A iphant's house that was registered to M.

Fri edman.

But when M. Craig Brown told you that, he told
you, "M . Odiphant told ne there was a car

wat chi ng his house that was registered to this
Friedman," isn't that right?

| think he did. | think he did.

Under st ood.

And there again, | apologize because it just

wasn't sonething that --
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And is it your testinony that you believe Craig
Brown told you that he had heard that Calvin
had hired a private investigator?

Craig told ne he had asked Calvin directly
because Craig is one of those --

Ri ght .

-- outgoing persons. And he told ne, he said,
"I went to himand asked him personally."

And Cal vin said no.

Yes, he said no.

So --

That's what Craig told ne.

But you never told M. diphant -- so |I'mclear
and |''mnot confused, you never told M.

d i phant that you knew Cal vin Braxton had hired
a private investigator to follow him isn't
that right?

No, ma'am

You never told himthat?

No, ma'am | didn't know anythi ng about all of
t hat .

And t he busi ness about be careful, as |
under st ood what you said when you said, "I

m ght have said be careful to M. diphant |ike
| did to M. Linebaugh and M. Braxton," it
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wasn't be careful, sonebody is going to
physically hurt you. It was be careful, y'all
are dealing wwth a ness, right?

Ma' am ny reasoning for asking both of themto
be careful -- and this is com ng from sonebody
in nmy community. These two are two of the nost
prom nent figures in ny comunity. And instead
of them being at odds with one another, | hoped
t hey woul d have been together. And that's why
| told both of them all three of them be
careful. Be careful. Not that anybody was
goi ng to have sonebody killed or anything |ike
t hat .

O hurt, right?

O hurt, yes, nmm'am

It's just, |ook, you guys are --

Just be careful. Just basically squash it.

You guys are the role nodels in this community,
and the last thing this community needs is you
two guys fighting with each other out in
public, right?

Uh- huh.

s that a yes?

Yes, nm'am ' m sorry.

That's okay. And the fishing expedition
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busi ness, are you telling us that you did tell
M. diphant you thought or you knew t hat
Cal vin Braxton was engaging in a fishing
expedition, or did you just tell M. Qdiphant,
| ook, I'mhearing a runor that there nmay be a
fishing expedition?
|"'mtrying to renenber exactly howit was put.
That Calvin was on a fishing expedition to see
what J.D. was doing and vice versa because --
And J.D. was on a fishing expedition to see
what Cal vin was doi ng?
Yes, ma'am Yes, ma' am
And that's what you told M. A iphant, and
that's what you told M. Braxton. You told
t hem both that.
Yes, ma'am

M5. CRAFT:

That's all | have, sir. Thank you. |

bel i eve you are finished.
Yes, ma' am

M5. CRAFT:

Are we going to sign? Onh, reading and
signing. Hold on. You want to tell hinf
THE COURT REPORTER:

You have the right to read and sign
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your deposition after it's conplete in a
coupl e of weeks, or you can wai ve that
right. It's up to you. Wuld you like to
read and sign, or would you like to just
wai ve it?

THE W TNESS:

"1l waive it.

THE W TNESS WAS EXCUSED
DEPGSI TI ON CONCLUDED AT: 2:31 P. M
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CERTI FI CATE

This certification is valid only for a
transcri pt acconpani ed by ny original signature and
original required seal on this certificate.

|, KimTaylor, Certified Court Reporter in and
for the State of Louisiana, as the officer before
whomthis testinony was taken, do hereby certify
that M KE WLSON, after having been duly sworn by ne
upon authority of RS 37:2554, did testify on the
2nd day of COctober 2020, at Natchitoches, Louisiana,
as hereinbefore set forth in the foregoing 56 pages;
that this testinony was reported by ne in the
St enogr aphi ¢ reporting nethod, was prepared and
transcri bed by ne or under ny personal direction and
supervision, and is true and correct to the best of
my ability and understanding; that the transcript
has been prepared in conpliance with the transcri pt
format guidelines required by statute and rul es of
the board; that | aminforned about the conplete
arrangenent, financial or otherwi se, with the person
or entity making arrangenents for deposition
services; that | have acted in conpliance with the
prohi bition on contractual relationships, as defined

by Loui siana Code of Civil Procedure Article 1434

COURT REPORTERS OF LOUISIANA, LLC
depos@courtreportersla.com




© 00 N o o A~ W N P

[N
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

MIKE WILSON 10/02/2020
Page 58

and rules of the board; that | have no actual
knowl edge of any prohi bited enpl oynent or
contractual relationship, direct or indirect,
between a court reporting firmand any party
litigant in this nmatter, nor is there any such
rel ati onshi p between nyself and a party litigant in
this matter; that | amnot related to counsel or to
any of the parties hereto, | amin no manner
associ ated with counsel for any of the interested
parties to this litigation, and I amin no way
concerned with the outcone thereof.

This 15th day of Novenber 2020, Lafayette,

Loui si ana.

Ki m Tayl or, CCR #91244
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